
            Poland, 
Hungary, and 
the Czech 
Republic 
join NATO.

1999

            The Solidarity movement
presses for reforms in Poland. 

1980

            The Soviet Union and its Communist
system collapse after a failed coup attempt.

1991

             Treaty of Maastricht 
creates the European Union. 

1993
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C h a p t e r

1980–Present

The World in 
Transition

> Change The end of the cold war
transforms the relationship of the
United States and the Soviet Union.
Section 1

> Change The weakening of the
Soviet Union and the rise of reform
movements bring an end to Soviet
control in Eastern Europe. Section 2

> Cooperation The European Union
works to create a united European
economic power. Section 3

> Conflict National and ethnic con-
flicts intensify worldwide after the
end of the cold war. Section 4

> Cultural Diffusion New technolo-
gy and an integrated world commu-
nications system speed the transfer
of ideas. Section 5

S
The
toryteller

On December 25, 1991, Soviet President Mikhail Gor-

bachev resigned his office in a speech on national television:

“We live in a new world. The Cold War has ended, the

arms race has stopped, as has the insane militarization that

mutilated our economy, public psyche and morals. The threat of

world war has been removed.…

We opened ourselves to the rest of the world, abandoned the

practices of interfering in others’ internal affairs …, and we

were reciprocated with trust, solidarity, and respect.… “

With these words, Gorbachev pronounced the end of the

cold war. The road that had led to the end of this war was long

and dangerous. The last ten years were no exception. Now, amid

the jubilation and hope, the question was raised: “Where do we

go from here?”

What developments brought about the end of the cold
war? How has the world changed politically and economi-
cally since the beginning of the 1980s?

Historical Significance
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Choose a region of the world that is
having difficulty keeping peace. Imagine
that you are part of a delegation of diplo-
mats from the United Nations who have
been sent to the region to talk with lead-
ers. Write your opening statement.

Your History Journal

New technology has helped advance space exploration. The
earth’s people now can view the earth as a single unit with a

shared environment.

History
Visualizing

Chapter Overview

Visit the World History: The Human Experience
Web site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and 
click on Chapter 37—Chapter Overview
to preview the chapter.

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/chapter37/overview.html


I
n the early 1980s, cold war tensions
between the United States and the Soviet
Union increased dramatically. However,

the world had changed since the 1950s when the
superpowers competed alone in the arena of world
affairs. Now other blocs of nations, with their own
separate concerns, were influencing global devel-
opments. In addition, the two superpowers faced
growing political and economic problems at home.
Together, domestic and international changes
would lead to the end of the cold war.

The United States
By the early 1980s, the United States was losing

its dominance of the global market. It had changed
from a lending nation to a borrowing nation.
America also experienced trade deficits, buying
more from foreign nations than it sold in foreign
markets. As other industrialized lands developed
powerful economies, their industries competed
with American industries in making sales to
American consumers.

Reinventing Government
Meanwhile, the United States government

found it difficult to live within its means. In 1980
Republican Ronald Reagan won the presidency
partly on his promise to reduce the budget deficit,
or the difference between the amount of money the
government collects in revenues and what it spends.
As President, Reagan cut spending on social pro-
grams and lowered taxes to stimulate economic
growth. During his two terms, inflation slowed and
the economy improved. However, increased mili-
tary spending by Reagan and his Republican suc-
cessor, George Bush, pushed the budget deficit to
new heights.
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            Ronald Reagan
is elected President of 
the United States.

1980             Mikhail Gorbachev
becomes leader of the Soviet
Union.

1985             Former
Soviet republics
form the CIS.

1991             Russian and 
American soldiers take 
part in NATO-led Bosnian 
peacekeeping mission.

1995

1980 20001990

As the U.S. government’s deficit soared out of
control, the budget became the focus of debate.

Aaron Wildavsky explained what
may be the heart of the problem:
“There are times when an agency
wishes to cut its budget.… If the
agency [has] effective clientele
groups (special interests), however,
it may not only fail in this purpose
but may actually see the appropria-
tion increased as this threat mobi-
lizes the affected interests.”

—from “Political Implications of
Budgetary Reform,” Aaron
Wildavsky in Classic Readings in
American Politics, 1986

S e c t i o n 1

The End of 
the Cold War

S
The
toryteller

U.S. group 
protesting 
budget cuts

> Terms to Define
trade deficit, budget deficit, glasnost, 
perestroika, privatization

> People to Meet
Ronald Reagan, George Bush, Bill Clinton,
Madeleine Albright, Mikhail Gorbachev,
Boris Yeltsin, Vladimir Putin

> Places to Locate
Moscow, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, 
Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Certain developments changed
superpower relations by the mid-1990s.



In 1992 Democrat Bill Clinton was elected
president. Clinton favored both moderate deficit
reduction and increased spending. Attacking
Clinton for favoring costly government programs,
Republicans in 1994 won control of both houses of
Congress. After strong disagreements, Clinton and
Congress finally worked out a plan to balance the
budget and to move people from welfare to jobs. 
By 1998, government cutbacks and the robust 
economy turned the budget deficit into a surplus.

Meanwhile, new technology and increased effi-
ciency had boosted the American economy. This
success enabled Clinton to win reelection in 1996
over his Republican opponent, Robert Dole, and
Reform party candidate Ross Perot.

Clinton’s second term in office, however, was
plagued with problems. In 1998 a scandal involving
the President’s relationship with a White House
intern engulfed the nation. The House of
Representatives voted impeachment, or formal
charges of misconduct, against the President, and a
trial was held in the Senate. Clinton was acquitted
by the Senate and continued to serve as President.

American Foreign Policy
During the 1980s and 1990s, sweeping changes

in the world affected American foreign policy. 
In the early 1980s, President Reagan called the
Soviet Union an “evil empire” and increased mili-
tary spending. The Soviets also intensified the arms
race, and they continued to occupy Afghanistan. By
mid-decade, new Soviet leaders saw the dangers of
the arms race to their economy and signaled their
desire for change.

With the Soviet collapse in 1991, the United
States developed a new foreign policy for the post-
cold war world. Presidents Bush and Clinton sup-
ported the growth of democracy in Russia and
other former Communist nations. They also pushed
for the expansion of NATO to include former Soviet
satellites in Eastern Europe. Meanwhile, the United
States—as the world’s sole superpower—partici-
pated in efforts to solve regional conflicts in the
Middle East, Northern Ireland, Somalia, Haiti, and
the Balkans.

One of the architects of the new foreign policy
was Madeleine Albright, who in 1997 became the
first woman to serve as Secretary of State. She used
diplomacy, mediation, and economic pressure
where possible, but did not avoid using force in the
Balkans when negotiations broke down.

American Society
At the turn of the century, many opportunities

and challenges face the United States. The techno-

logical revolution has created opportunities for
workers trained in new skills. However, workers
without such training have not always benefited.
By the late 1990s, the income gap between rich and
poor had become wider than at any time since the
1930s. As a result, Americans now recognize the
need for more effective ways to improve education
and provide people with relevant job skills.

Crime and violence present another challenge.
In 1995 the bombing of a federal office building in
Oklahoma City claimed 168 lives and focused
national attention on the violent anti-government
feelings of private American militia groups. In 1999
two high school students in Colorado planted
bombs and opened fire on their classmates. The
gunmen and 13 people were killed, setting off a
national debate about guns and youth violence.

In the 1990s there were new or increased risks
to the health of Americans. Diseases such as AIDS
(acquired immunodeficiency syndrome) killed
thousands in the United States. Drug addiction 
continues to be a concern, which causes many to
demand more governmental solutions.

Immigration became a pressing issue in the
1990s, when economic and political ills around 
the world brought a new tide of immigrants to the
United States. Some newcomers were illegal aliens,
people who enter a country without a permit.
Many Americans blamed increased immigration
for loss of jobs and higher taxes. In 1996 Congress
passed legislation that imposed new restrictions on
both legal and illegal immigrants. The new rules,
however, were opposed by civil rights groups.

Related to immigration is the question of diver-
sity. Some Americans believe that the different peo-
ples who make up the United States should retain
their individual cultural heritage. Others believe
that the United States should be a melting-pot soci-
ety in which immigrants from around the world
blend into one unique people.

Gorbachev’s USSR
In the mid-1980s, Mikhail Gorbachev, a reform-

minded leader, came to power in the Soviet Union.
To transform the inefficient, state-run economy and
halt the decay of Soviet society, Gorbachev was will-
ing to make drastic changes. Under his policy of
glasnost, meaning “openness,” Gorbachev allowed
freedom of expression for Soviet citizens and eased
harsh measures against critics of the Soviet system. 

Departing from rigid state controls, Gorbachev
also pushed for a rebuilding of the Soviet economy,
a policy the Soviets called perestroika (PEHR•uh•

Chapter 37 The World in Transition 999



STROY•kuh). Gorbachev encouraged limited
moves toward free enterprise. He began to dis-
mantle the national bureaucracy that controlled
industrial production, allowing more decision mak-
ing at local levels.

Gorbachev’s Foreign Policy
Facing the enormous American military

buildup under President Reagan, Gorbachev need-
ed to negotiate new arms-reduction agreements
with the United States. Since Soviet economic
progress depended on military cutbacks, Gorbachev
made large concessions to settle long-stalled treaty
negotiations. His offers to cancel nuclear tests and to
withdraw Soviet missiles from Eastern Europe were
so sweeping that they took Western leaders by sur-
prise. To further ease global tensions, Gorbachev
withdrew Soviet troops from Afghanistan.

Gorbachev also encouraged Eastern European
Communist leaders to carry out reforms. His poli-
cies inspired discontented majorities in these
repressed countries. Scattered demands for democ-
racy grew into a wave of anti-Communist protest
that eventually brought down the Iron Curtain.

New Challenges
Gorbachev’s fresh outlook and friendly person-

ality made him popular in the Western countries he
visited. At home, however, Gorbachev was increas-
ingly criticized. Economic problems continued, and
even worsened, while reforms stalled. At the same
time, the conservative bureaucracy and military

resisted change, fearing the loss of jobs and the
weakening of Soviet might. To maintain control,
Gorbachev zigzagged between reformist and hard-
line positions, creating uncertainty throughout gov-
ernment and business.

By 1990, perestroika’s slow pace had brought
forward rivals to Gorbachev’s leadership. The most
powerful of these challengers was Boris Yeltsin, a
former Gorbachev ally. Wanting to increase the
pace of reforms, Yeltsin took his case to the people,
winning election to the presidency of the Russian
Republic, the largest of the Soviet republics. As an
elected leader, Yeltsin had a stronger base of sup-
port than did Gorbachev.

The Soviet Breakup
While Gorbachev faced mounting opposition

from political rivals, nationalist and ethnic unrest
began to sweep the Soviet Union. As its name
reflected, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR) was a union of 15 separate republics, or
states. The largest was Russia, which included the
Soviet capital, Moscow. The non-Russian republics
resented the dominance of the Russians over their
affairs. A strong Soviet secret police and army had
long kept opposition and nationalist groups under
control. But in the relaxed atmosphere of glasnost,
old hatreds resurfaced. Throughout the republics
there were strong demands for self-rule, if not out-
right secession. In 1990 Latvia, Lithuania, and
Estonia became the first republics to declare their
independence from the Soviet Union.

A Dangerous Course
To appease the conservatives who feared a

breakup of the Soviet Union, Gorbachev began a
rollback of glasnost in the early 1990s and adopted
new hard-line positions. Among them were the
tightening of controls on the Soviet press to curb
dissent and the restoration of powers to the secret
police. Some of Gorbachev’s reform-minded politi-
cal aides resigned in protest, and Soviet citizens, led
by Yeltsin, called for Gorbachev to step down.

The Coup Attempt
In August 1991 events in the Soviet Union final-

ly reached a climax. Hard-liners in the military and
secret police staged a coup to remove Gorbachev
from power and to restore the old order. In three
tense days the coup unraveled. Early support for the
coup evaporated in the face of the heroic leadership
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Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev
(center) and his wife Raisa (left)

greet Soviet citizens at a public meeting. What
changes did Gorbachev want to make in 1985?
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Visualizing
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of Boris Yeltsin in Moscow.
Resistance spread to other
parts of the country.
Military units refused to
carry out the orders of the
coup leaders.

The coup turned out to
be the turning point for the
Soviet Union. Gorbachev
was seen as unable to solve
the country’s problems
and unable to shake off his
Communist roots. Yeltsin
became the real leader of
the Soviet Union. Popular
anger at the Communist
party and the secret police
swept the land, and the
party dissolved. Statues of
party leaders were torn
down; many cities chose
to return to their pre-1917
names. One such city was
Leningrad, which had
given birth to the 1917
Bolshevik Revolution. It
took back its historic name
—St. Petersburg.  

Independent
Republics

By late September all
the Soviet republics had
announced their indepen-
dence from the Soviet
Union. Gorbachev failed
to win their support for a
Union Treaty guaranteeing the republics greater
self-rule within the old Soviet framework. Yeltsin,
however, chose another plan to maintain unity
among the republics. In December 1991, the three
Slavic republics—Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus—
announced the formation of the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS), a loose association of
republics. Other republics quickly joined. Mikhail
Gorbachev, now a man without a country to gov-
ern, resigned the Soviet presidency.

Foreign Policy
After the Soviet collapse, Russia and the other

nuclear CIS republics—Ukraine, Belarus, and

Kazakhstan—took steps to secure their nuclear
arsenals. They agreed that Russia would assume
control of all their nuclear arms. Ukraine later dis-
mantled its arsenal and declared itself nuclear-free.
Meanwhile, the United States and Russia agreed on
a mutual reduction in nuclear weapons. By 1997
both nations were no longer targeting warheads at
each other.

Russia’s weakened global position, however,
made it wary of Western intentions on many different
fronts. Yeltsin opposed NATO’s admission of three
Eastern European nations–Poland, Hungary, and the
Czech Republic–all former Soviet satellites. The
Soviet president later accepted NATO’s eastward
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from the Soviet Union. Beginning in 1994, Russia fought a war 
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Traitor! A flag-waving Russian colonel shouts
at a demonstrator who wants to end the 
70-year-long rule of communism in the
Soviet Union. Opposing visions divided the

Russian people as they faced their uncertain future in
the spring of 1990. Would their children live in the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics where they had
grown up? Would communism prevail, after all the
sacrifices made in the name of Lenin or Stalin? Would
the state plan a national economy, or would the forces
of the market prevail? Who would win and who
would lose?

Communism first began to crumble in the satellite
nations of Eastern Europe. As early as 1956 the
Hungarians revolted, and in 1968 the Czechs rebelled.
In these early years of the cold war the Communist
regime was strong enough to withstand those assaults.
In 1989 Germany’s Berlin Wall crumbled. In 1990 the
Soviet Union itself began to fall apart, first in the
Baltic States and then throughout the country as the
various republics proclaimed their independence. No
wonder anger and fear line the faces of the two men
pictured above, as they confront the end of the world
they know. �

Seeing Red

PICTURING HISTORY

�

Steve Raymer



expansion but won Western assur-
ances that no nuclear missiles would
be placed in Eastern Europe. Russia
also joined discussions held by the
world’s major free enterprise democ-
racies known as the Group of Eight.

In the late 1990s, Russia’s relations
with the West, however, threatened to
break down over NATO’s military
involvement in the Balkans. Russia has long
regarded this area as its sphere of influence. Only
intense diplomacy prevented a complete rupture in
Soviet-Western ties.

Economic and Social Changes
At home, Yeltsin introduced reforms to move

Russia’s economy from government control to free
enterprise. These measures included removing
price controls, closing inefficient factories, and pro-
moting privatization, the setting up of privately
owned businesses. The immediate result, however,
was an increase in both prices and unemployment,
causing much discontent. Many of the other 
CIS countries—for example, Ukraine, Georgia,
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and
Turkmenistan—pushed similar economic reforms
while facing unrest among their populations.

By the mid-1990s, some progress had been made
in stabilizing prices, and new businesses and a new
middle class were growing in the former Soviet
republics. Yet many reforms were stalled or had little
immediate impact. In Russia, production fell sharply,
and the government lacked funds, mainly due 
to mismanagement, corruption, and difficulty in 
collecting taxes. To receive needed aid from abroad,

Yeltsin had to cut spending for the military. In 1998,
Russia faced a serious economic crisis, and the cur-
rency was devalued.

Social conditions also worsened for most
Russians. A third of the country fell below the
poverty line. Street violence, organized crime, and
ethnic unrest increased fears about declining law
and order. Pollution caused by Soviet-era industri-
alization presented a major health risk.

By the late 1990s, Yeltsin’s health, as well as
public confidence in his leadership, had declined.
Then in 1999, Yeltsin increased military pressure on
the breakaway republic of Chechnya. This show of
Russian power came after alleged Chechen terrorist
attacks in Russian cities. The chief architect of the
“get tough” policy was Yeltsin’s newly-appointed
prime minister, Vladimir Putin. In a surprise move
in January 2000, Yeltsin resigned, handing over 
the presidency to Putin a few weeks in advance of
presidential elections.
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to identify developments
that changed the superpowers’
relations by the mid-1990s.

Recall
2. Define trade deficit, budget

deficit, glasnost, perestroika,
privatization.

3. Identify Ronald Reagan,
George Bush, Bill Clinton,
Madeleine Albright, Mikhail
Gorbachev, Boris Yeltsin,
Vladimir Putin.

Critical Thinking
4. Applying Information Why

has the transition to free 
enterprise been difficult in the
former Soviet republics?

Understanding Themes
5. Change How did Gorbachev’s

policy of glasnost allow for
independence movements?

Russian President Boris Yeltsin tried
to promote free enterprise reforms

but had mixed results. What economic problems did
Russia face in the 1990s?

History
Visualizing

SECTION 1 ASSESSMENT

What changed superpowers’ 
relations by mid-1990s?



D
uring the 1980s, the Communist nations
of Eastern Europe, like the Soviet Union,
faced massive problems. Their govern-

ment-controlled economies failed to produce high-
quality consumer goods and had fallen far behind
the economies of the West. Reform had to be tried,
but the Communist system was too flawed. When
the Soviet Union began to change and signaled that
it would not object to changes in Eastern Europe,
the Communist systems collapsed. 

The Rise of Solidarity
The final round of unrest in Eastern Europe

began in the 1970s and continued into the 1980s. In
Poland, the antigovernment movement had
received a strong boost in 1978, when the Roman
Catholic Church selected a Polish church leader,
Karol Wojtyla (voy•TEE•wah), as its pope. The ele-
vation of Pope John Paul II, a staunch anti-
Communist, inspired confidence among the largely
Catholic Poles and enabled them to take further
steps toward liberation from Communist control.

In 1980 Polish workers in the Baltic port of
Gdansk organized a trade union called Solidarity.
Lech Walesa (lehk vah•LEHN•suh), an electrical
worker at the Lenin Shipyard in Gdansk, was a
founder and leader of Solidarity.

Solidarity backed up its demands for better liv-
ing and working conditions with strikes, including
one led by Walesa at the Gdansk shipyards. In a
remarkable victory, the strikers forced the Polish
government to recognize Solidarity in October
1980. Until this time, self-governing trade unions
independent of Communist control had not been
allowed to exist in Communist countries.

Under Walesa’s leadership, Solidarity demand-
ed free elections and a voice for workers in forming
government policy. The Polish government
responded by demanding that strikes and other
“antistate” activities be ended. Under pressure

            NATO forces 
intervene in Kosovo.

1999            Polish labor leader Lech Walesa 
is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.
          1983             Uprisings topple 

Communist governments 
in Eastern Europe.

          1989

1980 20001990

The wall was coming down. West Berliners
chipped away at it with hammers and chisels,
while impatient East Berliners used heavy equip-
ment. Finally a gap opened and a crowd of people
surged through. Young people who had never 

visited the West sampled the
goods of a market economy.
Older people looked for
friends whom they had not
seen for nearly three decades.
“It’s been so long, it’s a won-
der we recognized each
other!” With joyful exclama-
tions, two old friends met by
the ruins of the wall that had
separated them as teenagers.

—adapted from “Berlin’s Ode
to Joy,” Priit J. Vesilind in
National Geographic, April 1990

S e c t i o n 2

The Crumbling Wall

S
The
toryteller

Fall of the Berlin
Wall
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> Terms to Define
autonomy

> People to Meet
Pope John Paul II, Lech Walesa, Nicolae
Ceauşescu, Václav Havel, Slobodan 
Milosevic

> Places to Locate
Poland, Gdansk, East Germany, Hungary,
Romania, Bulgaria, Berlin, the Czech
Republic, Slovakia, Albania, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, 
Slovenia, Serbia, Montenegro, Kosovo

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Soviet Communist controls came
to an end in Eastern Europe.



from the Soviet Union, Polish authorities outlawed
the union 16 months later and jailed many of its
leaders. Despite this, Walesa and others continued
their activities underground. 

Although Solidarity’s activities were not imme-
diately successful, the courage of its members
inspired people in other Eastern European coun-
tries. Walesa became a symbol of freedom and an
international hero. He was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1983. By the end of the decade, the
Soviet Union itself was changing under Gorbachev,
and unrest had spread across Eastern Europe. 

1989: A Year of Miracles
By the late 1980s, reduced production, decreas-

es in labor productivity, high inflation, and trade
deficits had virtually paralyzed the economies of
Eastern Europe. This meant fewer goods at ever-
increasing prices. The highly centralized
economies, out of touch with consumer needs,
caused widespread food shortages. Dissent against
communism reached its peak in 1989.

Soviet Policies
As democratic movements gathered force

across Eastern Europe during the late 1980s, many
people wondered: Would Mikhail Gorbachev exer-

cise the terms of the Brezhnev Doctrine and put
down rebellions? In a speech in January 1989,
Gorbachev announced that he had ordered a cut-
back of 500,000 troops in the Soviet army—about
half of that number to come from troops stationed
in Eastern Europe. The troops had been put there to
keep the Soviet satellites in line.

In March he pledged not to interfere with
democratic reforms in Hungary. Referring to the
1956 and 1968 invasions of Hungary and
Czechoslovakia, Gorbachev declared that “all pos-
sible safeguards should be provided so that no
external force can interfere in the domestic affairs of
socialist countries.”

Gorbachev decided that most Eastern-bloc gov-
ernments—which lacked popular support—would
continue to provoke opposition. The Soviet Union
would be forced to intervene militarily at great cost.
Soviet interests would be better served if he simply
let these governments fall. Gorbachev would then
establish friendly relations with new governments.

Collapse of Communism
In 1989 Communist governments in Eastern

Europe crumbled under the weight of staggering
problems. All the satellite countries had ruined
economies. Many had terrible environmental dam-
age that had been ignored in the push to industrial-
ize. Other countries, such as Yugoslavia, were being
shaken by internal ethnic conflicts.

As economic and political instability increased,
Communist regimes either resigned or were over-
turned in East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hun-
gary, Poland, Romania, and Bulgaria. Throughout
this remarkable year of 1989, Gorbachev astounded
the world by not only refusing to intervene in
democratic uprisings, but actually encouraging
reform in the region. 

In mid-1989 Hungary, which had been quietly
moving toward democratic reform for more than a
decade, opened its sealed borders. A flood of East
German refugees poured through this new “hole”
in the Iron Curtain, seeking sanctuary in the West.
The exodus called attention to the failed govern-
ment of East Germany’s leader, Erich Honecker.

The Wall’s Fall
Amid mass demonstrations and calls for demo-

cratic reform, Honecker’s government was toppled
in October and replaced by a more moderate
Communist administration. The move did not satisfy
the reform movement but made its supporters
bolder and more demanding. The next month, in an
attempt to defuse the situation, the government lift-
ed all travel restrictions between East and West. It
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Lech Walesa began his career as an
electrician and eventually became

Poland’s first democratically elected president of the
post-Communist era. What role did Walesa have in Polish
affairs during the early 1980s?

History
Visualizing



hoped the refugees would remain in East Germany
under a reformed but still Communist government. 

On the evening of November 9, 1989, the
famous Brandenburg Gate at the Berlin Wall was
opened. All through the night East Germans and
West Germans, hearing the wall had been opened,
rushed there to see for themselves, overwhelming
the guards and passing through the gate in both
directions. Others swarmed over the wall, dancing
and singing atop it.

In the following days, people on both sides of
the wall attacked it with picks and shovels, opening
huge holes—even selling chunks as souvenirs.
More gates were opened, and the flow of people
increased. Families and friends who had not seen
each other in decades were reunited. The govern-
ment, helpless before this popular uprising,
ordered the rest of the wall torn down.

Violence in Romania
The fall of communism in Eastern Europe was,

for the most part, nonviolent. The one grim chapter

in the story took place in Romania. There, dictator
Nicolae Ceauşescu (NEE•koh•lay chow•SHEHS•
koo) brutally fought his opponents but was later
ousted, tried, and executed in December 1989.
Crowds throughout Europe celebrated Ceauşescu’s
fall. They were also celebrating the end of Soviet
control in Eastern Europe and, in a larger sense, the
end of the cold war.  

Facing Challenges
Following the downfall of Communist govern-

ments, reformers looked for new leaders to bring
democracy and stability to their countries. In
October 1990, the two parts of Germany were
quickly reunited under Chancellor Helmut Kohl.
Also that year, Poland made a choice that surprised
no one: Lech Walesa was elected president. In
Czechoslovakia, a dissident playwright, Václav
Havel (VAHT•SLAHF HAH•vehl), became presi-
dent. Despite Havel’s respected leadership, ethnic

of theof the

A New Era
A wave of unrest swept Eastern Europe in

the late 1980s, leading to the fall of hard-line
Communist governments. By the mid-1990s,
some countries in the region had become sound
democracies; others, plagued by economic uncer-
tainties, turned to nationalist or former
Communist leaders.
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Solidarity led the
movement for democra-
cy in Poland. The labor
union began in the ship-
yards of the Baltic port
of Gdansk and soon
spread to other parts of
the country.



differences led in 1993 to Czechoslovakia’s split
into two nations: the Czech Republic and
Slovakia.

The Communist Inheritance
Once in power, new Eastern European leaders

faced the awesome task of moving from commu-
nism to democracy and free enterprise. They had
inherited a host of problems from the Communist
era: inefficient or outdated industries, huge nation-
al debts, workforces paid regardless of the quality
of their work, artificially low prices for basic goods,
and currencies considered worthless by the rest of
the world. In addition, little investment was avail-
able in Eastern Europe to modernize old industries
or to fund new ones. To attract foreign investment
and financial aid, new governments set out to
reform their economies. They cut spending, closed
or sold off many state-run firms, and began training
workers in new skills.

Reforms and Stability
With their strong industrial bases, the Czech

Republic, Hungary, and Poland were the most like-
ly to succeed in the transition from communism to
capitalism. However, even in these lands, econom-
ic reforms imposed hardships on citizens, with
many workers facing unemployment and reduc-
tions in social benefits. In Hungary and Poland, dis-
satisfied voters in the mid-1990s returned ex-
Communists to power. By decade’s end, however,
voters moved back toward the political center. In
1997 Solidarity and other non-Communist candi-
dates triumphed over ex-Communist opponents in
Poland’s parliamentary elections. Encouraging this
trend was the decision of NATO to admit Poland,
Hungary, and the Czech Republic in 1999.

Upheavals
The end of communism brought not only 

economic hardships but political upheavals to

REFLECTING ON THE TIMES

1. How did the fall of communism in Eastern
Europe affect Germany?

2. What movement rallied public support for
democracy in Poland?
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A reunited Germany was celebrated by
throngs of people near Berlin’s Brandenburg
Gate on October 3, 1990.

Refugees push across the
border from Hungary into
Austria after Hungary in
1989 became the first
Communist state to open
its sealed borders.



countries in the southern part of Eastern Europe.
There, democratic traditions were weaker, and
economies had only recently been industrialized. In
Albania, Eastern Europe’s poorest country, democ-
racy and free enterprise were nearly engulfed in
chaos. The collapse of investment schemes in 1997
wiped out the life savings of many Albanians. 
As citizens blamed the government for the col-
lapse, rival groups throughout the country fought
each other with weapons looted from arsenals. A
UN-sponsored peacekeeping force finally restored
order, and new elections were held. The new gov-
ernment stated that it could not pay back investors
but that it would work to revive the economy.

War in the Balkans
After communism’s fall, Eastern Europe expe-

rienced a rebirth of nationalist feeling. The most
serious outbreak of nationalist conflict occurred in
Yugoslavia. For centuries, tensions had existed
among Yugoslavia’s many ethnic groups. However,
these hatreds were muted under the Communist
leadership of Josip Broz Tito. After Tito’s death in
1980, Communist controls gradually weakened,
and in 1990, opposition political parties were
allowed to form.

Multiparty elections in Yugoslavia were held
later that year. Non-Communist parties won most
seats in the parliaments of Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Croatia, Macedonia, and Slovenia. In Serbia and
Montenegro, the former Communist parties,
renamed as Socialist parties, won majorities. The
leader of Serbia, Slobodan Milosevic (sloh
•boh•dahn mee•LAH•soh•veech), renounced
communism but was intent on expanding his
power. After the elections, the most industrialized
republics—Croatia and Slovenia—charged that
Serbia sought to dominate the rest of the country. In
1991, when Serbia opposed any restructuring of
Yugoslavia that would give the other republics
more autonomy, or self-rule, Slovenia and Croatia
declared their independence.

Fighting in Croatia
Fighting then broke out in Croatia between the

Croat army and ethnic Serbs who refused to be under
Croat rule. Serbia and Montenegro, which together
became known as Yugoslavia, backed the ethnic
Serbs of Croatia. With this aid, ethnic Serb forces
gained control of one-third of Croatia’s territory.

A cease-fire in 1992 finally ended much of the
fighting in Croatia, and UN peacekeeping forces
patrolled the borders between Serb-held and Croat-

held areas. A Croat offensive in 1995 finally brought
the Serb-held territory back into Croatia. Since then,
international human rights groups have accused
the Croat government of abuses in its treatment of
the ethnic Serbs in Croatia.

Bosnia-Herzegovina
In the fall of 1991, another republic, Macedonia,

declared its independence. The following year,
most of the Muslim population and the ethnic Croats
in still another republic—Bosnia-Herzegovina—
voted for independence from Serb-controlled
Yugoslavia. Ethnic Serbs living in Bosnia-
Herzegovina opposed the election and its outcome. 

Fighting then broke out between the ethnic
Serbs in Bosnia-Herzegovina and the rest of the
population—the Bosnian Muslims and the Croats.
Yugoslavia provided aid to the Bosnian Serbs, who
soon controlled most of Bosnia-Herzegovina.

In 1994 the exhausted Bosnian Muslims and
Croats formed a federation, and the United States
asked the Bosnian Serbs to end the fighting and join
as well. After military pressure from Croatia’s land
forces and NATO air strikes, the Bosnian Serbs ac-
cepted a cease-fire and American-sponsored peace
talks. In 1995 the leaders of Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Yugoslavia, and Croatia met at Dayton, Ohio, and
agreed to set up a Bosnian state divided into sepa-
rate Croat-Muslim and Serb regions.

Kosovo
In 1998 a new crisis in the region erupted. Until

1991 people of Albanian descent living in the south-
ern province of Kosovo had enjoyed autonomy, or
limited independence. At that time, Milosevic
decided to suppress uprisings in Kosovo and strip
the people of their autonomy. His actions inflamed
support for the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA), an
armed group that sought to create an independent
Kosovo by attacking Serbian troops there.

Under pressure from NATO, the Serbs and 
the Kosovar Albanians met at Rambouillet
(rahm•bwee•YAY), France, in 1998. The Albanian
negotiators signed an agreement that would have
allowed considerable autonomy for Kosovo. The
Serbs, objecting to having foreign troops on their
soil, rejected the agreement.

After negotiations and pleas to Serbia to
remove their troops from Kosovo failed, the United
States and other NATO countries began bombing
Belgrade, the Yugoslav capital, and later other parts
of Yugoslavia as well. As bombing continued, the
Serbs forced hundreds of thousands of ethnic
Albanians out of Kosovo and into refugee camps 
in Albania and Macedonia (the former Yugoslav
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Republic of Macedonia). Thousands remained
missing, and there were fears that the Serbs had
engaged in mass executions.

In May 1999 the international war crimes tri-
bunal indicted Slobodan Milosevic and four other
senior Serb officials for war crimes against human-
ity, including the murder, forced deportation, and
persecution of ethnic Albanians. The move repre-
sented the first time in history that a sitting head of
state had been indicted as a war criminal.

At the UN’s urging, the Serbs agreed to remove
their forces from Kosovo in June of 1999. NATO
ended its bombing and installed troops throughout
Kosovo to maintain peace as ethnic Albanians began

to return to their homes. However, concerns about
future peacekeeping remained as ethnic Albanians
and Serb neighbors again attempted to co-exist.

Serbia
Dissatisfaction with Slobodan Milosevic led to

discord in Serbia. In 1996 Milosevic tried to block
opposition wins in local elections. Protests later
forced him to accept the results, but Milosevic con-
tinued to strengthen his power. In 1999, after the
Serb withdrawal from Kosovo, many Serbs again
protested against Milosevic’s rule. This political
opposition, however, was too disunited to pose a
major threat to the Serb leader.
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to show how Soviet
Communist control in Eastern
Europe was ended.

Recall
2. Define autonomy.
3. Identify Pope John Paul II, 

Solidarity, Lech Walesa, Nicolae
Ceauşescu, Václav Havel, 
Slobodan Milosevic.

Critical Thinking
4. Applying Information

What kinds of changes have

occurred rapidly in Eastern
European countries? Which
changes are occurring slowly?

Understanding Themes
5. Change What political

changes came to the Yugoslav
area with the collapse of 
communism in the late 1980s
and early 1990s?

In 1999 Serbs forced hundreds of thousands of ethnic
Albanians from their homes in Kosovo, creating a massive

refugee crisis. Why were the Kosovars forced to flee?

History
Visualizing

SECTION 2 ASSESSMENT

End of Soviet
Communism in
Eastern Europe



S
ince the 1970s, Western European
nations have faced economic reces-
sion, budget deficits, and high unem-

ployment. However, they also have worked to
modernize their societies and to balance economic
growth with the social needs of their peoples. By
1995, Western Europe as a whole had made great
strides toward full economic and political unity. Yet
it faced a number of economic and political chal-
lenges resulting from economic restructuring,
increasing immigration, the reunification of
Germany, the collapse of the Soviet bloc, and the
outbreak of fierce ethnic conflict in the Balkans.

Great Britain
During the 1970s, Great Britain’s economic

woes continued under Labour governments. In
1979 voters, dissatisfied with a weak economy, high
taxes, and trade union strikes, brought the
Conservative party into a long period of power.

From Thatcher to Blair
Great Britain’s first woman prime minister,

Conservative party leader Margaret Thatcher
aggressively introduced free market measures. She
privatized state-owned industries, scaled back wel-
fare programs, and limited trade union powers.
Although Thatcher’s policies aided business growth,
they created high unemployment. Declining popu-
larity and the loss of Conservative support led to her
resignation in 1990.

Thatcher’s successor, John Major, led a
Conservative party increasingly divided over Great
Britain’s ties to Europe. Some Conservatives want-
ed British participation in a united Europe, while
others feared a future European union would mean
a loss of British independence.
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            East Germany 
and West Germany
reunite.

1990             Peace agree-
ment on Northern 
Ireland signed. 

1998                      Spain and 
Portugal join the 
European Community.

          1986

1980 20001990

1999            Eleven European 
countries adopt single 
currency.

Paddy Ashdown believed in the European
Union. As a businessman and a member of
Parliament, he saw the benefits of Britain’s 
participation. Already he had seen imports and

exports move more freely, unhampered
by restrictive tariffs. The last remaining
hurdle was that of a common currency.
Ashdown took the floor of Parliament to
argue for the proposition. “We face the
prospect of either joining an imperfect
monetary union at a later date, or stay-
ing out altogether. This is exactly what
happened over the EU itself. We must
not make the same mistake twice.”

—adapted from “The Case for a
Single Currency,” Paddy Ashdown,
in The Economist Newspaper, Ltd.,
March 4, 1995 

S e c t i o n 3

Toward a 
European Union

S
The
toryteller

European
Union 
currency

> Terms to Define
referendum, collective security

> People to Meet
Margaret Thatcher, John Major, Tony
Blair, François Mitterrand, Jacques
Chirac, Juan Carlos I, Gerhard Schröder,
José Maria Aznar

> Places to Locate
Northern Ireland, Cyprus

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Western European nations have
taken steps to unify their governments and
economies.



During the 1990s, the British economy
continued to grow, with falling unemploy-
ment and relatively low inflation. Despite
the relatively strong economy, however, after
nearly 18 years of Conservative rule, voters
wanted a change and in 1997 brought the
Labour party to power. Known for his
youthful, energetic style, the new prime
minister, Tony Blair, moved away from Labour’s
traditional socialism and favored low taxes, tightly
controlled social spending, and closer ties to Europe.

The most innovative of Blair’s plans was the
reform of British government. In response to grow-
ing nationalism in Scotland and Wales, Blair
favored home rule for these parts of Great Britain. 

In 1997 Scottish voters approved creation of
their own parliament to tax and legislate on local
issues. Welsh voters backed plans for a less power-
ful assembly that would spend funds provided by
the British Parliament.

Ireland
A major European issue from the 1970s to the

1990s was the status of Northern Ireland, the
British-ruled province torn by divisions between
Protestants and Catholics. The Protestant majority
wanted to remain British, while the Catholic minor-
ity wanted to become part of the Republic of
Ireland. Long-standing Protestant discrimination of
Catholics in the province had led to civil rights
protests during the 1960s. As clashes between the
two communities increased, the British government
sent troops to Northern Ireland and imposed direct
rule during the early 1970s. Meanwhile, the out-
lawed Irish Republican Army (IRA), a terrorist
group, attacked British military forces and Protestant
civilians in Northern Ireland and England.

Thousands of people died in the conflict, which
the local people refer to as “the Troubles.” Finally,
in 1998, following tough negotiations moderated by
former U. S. Senator George Mitchell, Catholics and
Protestants agreed to make peace. The agreement,
known as the Good Friday Agreement, was
endorsed by the people of both Northern Ireland
and the Republic of Ireland, each of which held a
referendum on the issue. Despite the peace agree-
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Political murals cover build-
ings in both Protestant and

Catholic Northern Ireland neighborhoods.
What issue led to conflict in Northern Ireland?

History
Visualizing

ment, violence continued. However, at the end of
1999, home-rule was established in Northern
Ireland, with a government consisting of members
of both sides of the conflict.

France
France enjoyed political stability from the 1970s

to the 1990s. In 1981 French voters elected François
Mitterrand as France’s first Socialist president.
Mitterrand nationalized major industries and fund-
ed new social programs. His measures, however,
increased inflation, and he eventually was forced to
make cutbacks.

In 1995 Jacques Chirac, the conservative mayor
of Paris, was elected president of France. Chirac
promised a referendum, or popular vote, on
France’s future relationship with a united Europe.
He also tried to balance the budget by further cuts in
government spending. To protest Chirac’s economic
policies, workers and students staged nationwide
strikes and demonstrations. In 1997 a majority of
voters rebuffed Chirac and elected Socialists and
other leftists to France’s legislature. A period of diffi-
cult relations began between the conservative presi-
dent and the leftist legislature. Chirac pushed for less
spending and more business growth, while his
Socialist opponents stressed jobs for unemployed
workers and the protection of social benefits.

Germany
During the 1970s West Germany, under

Chancellor Willy Brandt and his successor, Helmut
Schmidt, enjoyed prosperity. But the early 1980s
saw a growth of inflation and unemployment.
Promising better times, a conservative chancellor,
Helmut Kohl, came to power. In 1990 Kohl presided



over the reunification of Germany following the
collapse of communism in Eastern Europe. He
made preparations for the transfer of the German
capital from Bonn to Berlin by the year 2000. In 1998
the leader of the Social Democrats, Gerhard
Schröder, defeated Chancellor Kohl and promised
to reform and modernize his country.

When the excitement of reunification wore off,
Germans realized that the economic costs of reunifi-
cation were far higher than anyone had foreseen.
Eastern Germany’s economic rebuilding after years
of Communist rule required vast expenditures, and
Germans in the western part had to pay higher taxes
to support this restructuring. In eastern Germany,
the closing of inefficient industries caused unem-
ployment to soar, although economic rebuilding in
the long term would provide eastern Germany with
the most modern technology in Europe.

By 1997, unemployment was at its highest level
throughout Germany since the 1930s. Meanwhile,
the government faced the dilemma of trying to
maintain generous welfare programs while control-
ling its budget deficit. Further progress toward
greater European economic unity required
Germany to keep its deficit under control, but
workers opposed any government effort to roll
back price supports for certain goods.

Social and political unrest accompanied eco-
nomic difficulties throughout Germany. Neo-Nazis
and other right-wing Germans protested immigra-
tion from southern Europe and the Middle East.
Some of them attacked and killed foreigners. Many
Germans protested the attacks, but the German
parliament in 1993 amended the constitution to
reduce the flow of immigrants into Germany.

That same year, Germany’s highest court ruled
that German troops could take part in international

peacekeeping missions. Until then, the constitution
had banned all military activities except those relat-
ed to collective security, or joint agreement by
nations to protect themselves from attack.

Mediterranean Europe
Mediterranean Europe made great strides in

political and economic development from the 1970s
to the 1990s. Dictatorships fell and democracies
arose in Spain and Portugal. Economic recession,
however, hurt the Mediterranean countries.

Italy
From the 1970s to the 1990s, a variety of eco-

nomic, social, and political problems plagued Italy.
Among these were the uneven distribution of
wealth, especially between north and south; an
inefficient government bureaucracy; and constantly
changing governments.

During the 1970s, Italy had the largest
Communist party in Western Europe. The party
was popular in part because it promoted a less
authoritarian view of communism. It sought to
share power with the ruling conservative Christian
Democrats. Many conservative Italians, however,
were alarmed at this prospect. Adding to the polit-
ical uncertainty was a wave of murders, kidnap-
pings, and bombings by leftist groups.

Christian Democrats, later renamed the
Populists, controlled the government during the late
1980s and early 1990s. During this time, the leftist
parties—Communists and Socialists—suffered from
policy disputes and political scandals. By the late
1990s, government power shifted back and forth
between conservative and leftist coalitions.

Spain and Portugal
After nearly 35 years of dictatorship under

Francisco Franco, Spain in the late 1970s entered a
new era of democracy guided by its new king, Juan
Carlos I. For most of the 1980s and 1990s, Spain’s
democratic government was in the hands of the
Socialists and their leader, Felipe González. In 1996
Spanish voters replaced the Socialists with a 
conservative government under José Maria Aznar.

Since the restoration of democracy, the Spanish
government has granted the Basque Provinces and
other regions of Spain increased self-rule after years
of repression under Franco. In foreign affairs, Spain
has increased its links to the rest of Europe after
joining NATO and the European Community in the
1980s. It also has strengthened traditional relations
with Latin America and North Africa.
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Berlin: Back to the Future?
The return of Germany’s 
capital to Berlin by 2000

marked the return of the Bundestag, or German
Parliament, to its former home in the Reichstag.
This legislative building had lost much of its grandeur
in a 1933 fire that ushered in the Nazi era. Now re-
built, with a modern glass and concrete dome, the
Reichstag sparks debate. Some Germans say it repre-
sents the new democratic Germany; others claim it
reminds them of Germany’s militaristic past.



A turn toward democracy also occurred in
Portugal. There, dictatorship ended with a military
coup in 1974, and two years later the nation held its
first free elections in 50 years. During this time,
Portugal freed most of its African and Asian colonies
and in 1986 joined the European Community.

Greece
From the mid-1960s to the early 1970s, Greece

was ruled by a repressive military government. In
1974 democracy was restored, and for the next two
decades the country was ruled by either conserva-
tives or Socialists. In 1981 the Socialists under
Premier Andreas Papandreou (pah•pahn•DRAY
•yoo) brought Greece into the European Community. 

In recent years, Greece has had differences with
neighboring Turkey over Cyprus, a Mediterranean
island republic divided between feuding Greek and
Turkish communities. Since 1974, Turkish forces
have occupied northern Cyprus, while the southern
part of the island remains under an internationally
recognized government led by Greek Cypriots.

A United Europe
During the 1980s and 1990s, the Common

Market broadened its activities to include political
and financial affairs and became known as the
European Community. In 1992 European Commu-
nity members met in Maastricht, the Netherlands,
and signed the Treaty of Maastricht, setting up the
European Union (EU). This new body aimed to
establish closer ties among member nations.

In 1993 another measure—the Single Europe
Act—ended most barriers to trade among EU mem-
bers. Two years later, seven EU nations allowed
their citizens to travel freely from one member
country to another without passports. The year

1995 also saw the admission of Austria, Finland,
and Sweden to the EU.

In 1999 EU countries created an Economic and
Monetary Union (EMU) and set up a European
Central Bank and a common European currency
called the euro. Although qualified, Britain,
Denmark, and Sweden have not yet joined. Euro
coins and notes, which will begin circulation in
January 2002, will be used by about 300 million
people. 
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Main Idea
1. Use a time line like the one

below to list events leading to
Western European political and
economic unity.

Recall
2. Define referendum, collective

security.
3. Identify Margaret Thatcher,

John Major, Tony Blair, IRA,
François Mitterrand, Jacques
Chirac, Gerhard Schröder, Juan
Carlos I, Treaty of Maastricht,
José Maria Aznar.

Critical Thinking
4. Applying Information

Why has Great Britain not 
fully participated in the EU?

Understanding Themes
5. Cooperation Compare 

relationships among EU 
countries with those among
U.S. states.
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T
he end of the cold war brought about
communism’s fall and the triumph of
democracy. A new world was at hand—

or so it seemed. The aftermath has proven to be
more complex. During the cold war, even regional
conflicts were often linked to the East-West strug-
gle. Now that the superpower rivalry was over,
each issue stood on its own terms, and predictabil-
ity and stability had given way to uncertainty and
confusion.

During the 1990s, long-hidden national and
ethnic rivalries flared into violence in various parts
of the world. The threats to peace included not only
fighting, but also human tragedies such as starva-
tion and the flow of refugees. Often, the global
community, through the United Nations and other
organizations, seemed helpless in dealing with
these crises. However, there were bright spots—for
example, South Africa, the Balkans, and the Middle
East. In all three places, the 1990s saw efforts, either
fulfilled or in progress, to peacefully resolve dis-
putes or deeply rooted injustices.

Fighting in Bosnia
Bitter ethnic fighting took place in Bosnia-

Herzegovina, where the creation of an independent
state led to conflict among Croats, Muslims, and
Serbs in the early 1990s. With the support of neigh-
boring Serbia and Montenegro, the Bosnian Serbs
conquered most of Bosnia-Herzegovina. In April
1992, they began a siege of Sarajevo, the Bosnian
capital, which was controlled largely by Muslims.
Following a policy called ethnic cleansing, the
Serbs ruthlessly expelled rival ethnic groups from
the areas taken by their army. The Croats and
Muslims also carried out atrocities, or cruel actions,
against the Serbs.

            Canada enacts 
new constitution.

1982             Russian troops 
enter Chechnya.

1994

1980 20001990

            Civil war begins
in Bosnia.
          1992

Zahid Olorcic remembered how things had
been just a few years ago. People in Sarajevo had
gotten along with their neighbors. Even though
coming from diverse backgrounds, the city’s mul-
tiethnic population lived in harmony. Then the
situation changed as radical groups stirred up
ethnic hatred. Zahid recalled earlier times:

“Funerals, weddings, birthdays,
we never counted how many
Muslims were there, how many
Serbs, how many Croats. The
only important thing was to be
together.… ”

—adapted from “Bosnians
Recall Karadzic, a Neighbor
Turned Enemy,” Tracy
Wilkinson in The Los Angeles
Times, July 23, 1995

S e c t i o n 4

National and 
Ethnic Conflicts

S
The
toryteller

War damage in
Sarajevo
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> Terms to Define
ethnic cleansing, atrocity, embargo,
enclave

> People to Meet
Slobodan Milosevic, Alija Izetbegovic,
Franjo Tudjman, the Chechens, the 
Ossetians, the Abkhazians, the Kurds, 
the Sinhalese, the Tamils, Brian Mulroney,
Jean Chretien

> Places to Locate
Sarajevo, Dayton, Chechnya, Nagorno-
Karabakh, Sri Lanka, Quebec, Nunavut

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Many areas of the world have been
in ethnic discord since the end of the cold war.



The UN imposed an embargo, a ban on trade,
against Serbia in 1992, hoping to get the Serbs to
stop supplying the ethnic Serbs in Bosnia. UN
peacekeeping forces also arrived in the war-torn
republic to protect food and medicine sent to the
Bosnian people. Since the war began, thousands of
Bosnians had been killed, and hundreds of thou-
sands left homeless.

The United States and other UN members also
reported human rights abuses in Bosnia. The
reports indicated that Bosnian Serbs had tortured
and killed Bosnian Muslims and Croats in deten-
tion camps. In 1995 an international court charged
Bosnian Serb leaders with genocide for operating
Nazi-style concentration camps and ruthlessly
attacking civilian populations.

Steps Toward Peace
In 1994 Serbia, hurting from the effects of the

UN embargo, called on Bosnian Serbs to cease
fighting. Later that year, the United States offered a
peace plan that proposed dividing Bosnia between
the Serbs and a new Muslim-Croat federation.
Hostilities, however, continued into 1995. When
Bosnian Serbs stepped up their attacks on Sarajevo,
NATO responded with air attacks on Serb positions
around the city. Meanwhile, Croatia completed a
land offensive to regain land held by its own Serb
minority. With a possible defeat looming, the
Bosnian Serbs finally decided to negotiate.

In November 1995, three presidents—
Slobodan Milosevic (sloh•boh•dahn mee
•LAH•soh•veech) of Serbia, Alija Izetbegovic
(ah•LEE•hah ee•zeht•BEH•goh•veech) of Bosnia-
Herzegovina, and Franjo Tudjman (FRAHN•hoh
TOOZH•mahn) of Croatia—met in Dayton, Ohio,
and agreed to the partition of Bosnia into distinct
Serb and Muslim-Croat areas. In December the
Dayton Treaty was signed in Paris, ending the
Bosnian conflict. In response to the agreement, the
UN Security Council voted to lift the embargo on
Serbia. By the time of the Dayton agreement, the
Bosnian conflict had resulted in the deaths of
200,000 people and the forced removal of 3 million
people from their homes.

Keeping the Peace
To safeguard the peace, a 60,000-strong NATO-

led force arrived in Bosnia to replace the exhausted
UN troops. American and Russian troops served as
part of the peacekeeping force. In 1996 Bosnian vot-
ers elected Muslim, Serb, and Croat leaders to serve
on a three-person panel that would govern the
country. Despite these steps toward peace, the three
Bosnian communities disputed territory and

blocked refugees from returning to their homes.
Another problem was the difficulty in bringing
indicted war criminals to justice. However, in 1997
as conflicts erupted between moderate and extrem-
ist Bosnian Serbs, NATO forces began attacks
against positions held by the war criminals and
their supporters.

By the end of the century, the situation in
Bosnia had become relatively quiet. NATO forces,
including 8,000 United States troops, kept the three
major ethnic groups from fighting, and a fragile
peace was maintained.

Unrest in the CIS
During the Soviet era, the Russian-dominated

government in Moscow had repressed the national-
ism of non-Russian ethnic groups. This policy
increased resentment among many peoples. With
the collapse of communism, fierce ethnic hatreds
boiled to the surface in Russia and the other CIS
republics.

Russia and the CIS
Even after the Soviet collapse, relations among

the Commonwealth republics were strained. Russia
was clearly the most powerful nation, and
European republics, such as Ukraine, were reluc-
tant to concede their hard-won independence to a
Russian-dominated federation. During the late
1990s, however, Russia worked to improve rela-
tions with these countries in order to offset NATO’s
eastward expansion. In 1997 Russia and Ukraine
signed a treaty that recognized Ukrainian rule over
the Crimea and divided the disputed Black Sea
naval fleet between them. Also that year, Russia
and Belarus forged a close union, allowing Russian
and Belarussian citizens to move freely between the
two countries, own property in either country, and
vote in each other’s local elections.

Wary of Russia, the Central Asian republics and
those in the Caucasus region balanced ties to Russia
with new links to Middle Eastern and Western coun-
tries. Largely Muslim in religious background, the
Caucasus republic of Azerbaijan and the Central
Asian republics rediscovered the spiritual and cul-
tural traditions they shared with the Middle East.
Rich in oil deposits awaiting development, these
lands also were eager to attract Western businesses.

Although Commonwealth ties were often weak,
the CIS remained intact as member nations worked
together to resolve conflicts between them and
within their territories. Since the Soviet collapse,
ethnic unrest had also arisen within some of the
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individual CIS republics. Each republic had domi-
nant ethnic groups and many smaller ones. Many of
these groups were concentrated in a particular area
and had their own local governments. With the col-
lapse of Soviet power, they asserted pride in their
traditions and demanded greater self-rule.

The Chechens
The Chechens are among the ethnic groups of

Russia. Their territory, Chechnya (chehch•NYA),
lies in southern Russia near the Caspian Sea. In
1994 the Chechens declared their independence
from Russia. Fearing Russia’s breakup if other
groups did the same, Russian leader Boris Yeltsin
sent Russian troops into Chechnya. He was widely
criticized at home and abroad for the invasion, in
which hundreds of civilians were killed in bombing
attacks.

The Chechens fought well against poorly
trained and disheartened Russian forces.
Meanwhile, the conflict divided the Russian people
and further strained the economy. In 1996, fierce
Chechen resistance forced Russia to agree to peace
talks. The resulting treaty did not grant indepen-
dence, but the Chechens claimed victory and set up
their own separate state. In 1999, they aided anti-
Russian forces in neighboring Russian-ruled
Dagestan. This aid, as well as alleged Chechen ter-
rorist attacks within Russia itself, renewed fighting
between Russia and Chechnya.

The Caucasus Republics
Ethnic conflicts troubled other republics in the

CIS. In the Caucasus region, Armenia and
Azerbaijan both claimed ownership of the enclave
of Nagorno-Karabakh. An enclave is a small terri-

tory entirely surrounded by another territory.
Nagorno-Karabakh lies entirely within Azerbaijan,
but its majority population of Armenians wanted it
to separate from Azerbaijan and join Armenia. In
1993 Armenia and Azerbaijan went to war over
Nagorno-Karabakh. Armenian forces took control
of much of the disputed territory.

Neighboring Georgia has faced separatist
uprisings by minority ethnic groups, such as the
Ossetians and the Abkhazians. In 1994 the
Abkhazians declared their region an independent
republic. Meanwhile, Georgia has received support
from Russia in the effort to preserve its national
unity. The Russians hold three military bases in
Georgia and train and equip the Georgian army.

Africa and Asia
During the 1990s, ethnic conflicts erupted 

in various parts of Africa and Asia. In Africa, 
full-scale fighting broke out between Hutu and
Tutsi peoples in the East African republics 
of Rwanda and Burundi. (See Chapter 34.) The
unleashed hatreds led to genocides, and the 
violence spilled over into neighboring Zaire, later
called the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
Other ethnic divisions contributed to civil wars in
West Africa, especially in the nations of Sierra
Leone and Liberia.

The Kurds
In the Middle East, one of the most divisive 

ethnic disputes was between the Kurds and the
governments of Iraq and Turkey. The 30 million
Kurds are Sunni Muslims and live mostly in 

1016 Chapter 37 The World in Transition

In December 1994, Russian soldiers
with tanks (above) attacked Chechen

fighters (left), some of whom were dressed in tradi-
tional Chechen clothing. Why did Yeltsin send troops to
Chechnya?
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Armenia, Iran, Iraq, Syria, and Turkey. They have
never had their own nation but have long sought
their freedom. In the 1980s and 1990s, the Kurds of
Turkey and Iraq carried out separate revolts against
their respective governments. In 1982 Saddam
Hussein used poison gas against the Kurds in Iraq,
killing hundreds of men, women, and children. He
has continued to attack the Kurds since then.
Turkish forces have staged offensives against
Turkish Kurdish bases in remote mountain areas
along the border of Turkey and Iran.

In 1999 the Turkish authorities captured
Abdullah Ocalan (OH•jah•lahn), the Kurdish 
terrorist leader. He was convicted and sentenced to
death for treason.

Sri Lanka
Another place torn by ethnic discord was the

Indian Ocean island republic of Sri Lanka. Sri
Lanka’s 18 million people largely belong to two 
ethnic groups. The Sinhalese, who make up about
75 percent of the population, are Buddhist. The
Tamils, most of whom are Hindus, form about 18
percent of the population and live in northern and
eastern areas of Sri Lanka.

For decades, the Tamils had resented discrimi-
nation by the Sinhalese-controlled government. In
1983 fighting broke out between Tamil guerrillas
and Sinhalese government troops. Despite peace
efforts, the fighting continued into the 1990s. More
than 50,000 were killed, and hundreds of thousands
of Tamil refugees fled to India.

Canada’s Fragile Unity
During the 1980s and 1990s, Canada faced

growing uncertainty about its future. Many French-
speaking people in the province of Quebec wanted
independence from English-speaking Canada.
When Quebec voters in 1980 narrowly defeated an

independence proposal, the Canadian federal gov-
ernment worked to strengthen national unity while
respecting regional differences. In 1982 a new
Canadian constitution was enacted that granted
more power to the provinces and guaranteed the
language and cultural rights of all Canadians.

Quebec, however, rejected the constitution
because it did not allow individual provinces to 
veto future amendments. Prime Minister Brian
Mulroney, whose Conservative party came to
power in 1984, tried in vain to get English-speaking
Canada to accept a special status for Quebec. Ten
years later, the Liberal party won parliamentary elec-
tions, and Jean Chretien (ZHAWN cray•TYEHN)
became prime minister. Although a French-speaking
Quebecer, Chretien believed in national unity and
opposed Quebec separatism.

In 1995 Quebec voters again turned down inde-
pendence for the province, but only by a minute
margin. Canada in theory remained united, but the
referendum left Canada’s people deeply divided.

In June 1997 Canadian voters elected a new
parliament, splitting their vote along regional lines.
Running on its record of reducing government
spending, Prime Minister Jean Chretien’s Liberal
party captured a majority of seats—19 fewer than it
held before the vote.

In second place was the conservative Reform
party, which had strong support in the western
provinces where opposition to a special status for
Quebec was strongest. The Bloc Quebeçois, the
Quebec separatist party, was third. Because of deep
divisions between them these two opposition par-
ties could not effectively unite against the Liberals.

Canada was faced with further, although more
positive, division when in 1992 a referendum was
passed authorizing the establishment of the eastern
half of the Northwest Territories as a new autonomous
territory. Called Nunavut (NOO-na-voot), “Our
Land” in the Inuit language, the region came into
being as an 85-percent Inuit territory in April 1999.
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to identify areas of the
world that experienced ethnic
discord after World War II.

Recall
2. Define ethnic cleansing, 

atrocity, embargo, enclave.
3. Identify Slobodan Milosevic,

Alija Izetbegovic, Franjo 
Tudjman, the Chechens, the
Ossetians, the Abkhazians, 
the Kurds, the Sinhalese, 
the Tamils, Brian Mulroney,
Jean Chretien, Nunavut.

Critical Thinking
4. Making Comparisons Com-

pare Quebec’s expression of
dissatisfaction with Canada to
that of the Tamils with Sri Lanka.

Understanding Themes
5. Conflict Why did the Bosnian

Serbs in 1992 oppose the 
creation of an independent
Bosnian state?

SECTION 4 ASSESSMENT

Areas of 
Ethnic 

Discord



I
n 1900 most of the world’s people knew
little about other people in distant places
on the planet. By the year 2000, however,

people communicate instantly with others thou-
sands of miles away and access vast amounts of
information with their fingertips. Today, we share
in a technological and communications revolution
that has made people increasingly interdependent,
or reliant on each other.

The Global Community
Today’s nations have become economically

interdependent through world trade, which now
exceeds $9 trillion per year. Since World War II,
technological advances and the removal of tariff
and other barriers to free trade have led to a
tremendous increase in the global exchange of
goods and services. The forging of new trade links
among different regions has ensured that an eco-
nomic boom or bust in one region will impact
economies in other parts of the world.

The world’s economic superpowers include the
United States, the European Union, and Japan.
These areas, along with South Korea, Taiwan, and
other countries of Asia’s Pacific Rim, are the lead-
ing competitors in international markets.

Developing and Developed Nations
With the rise of the global economy, some

observers claim that the nation-state is no longer
the key economic and political institution it was a
hundred years ago. They point out that large multi-
national organizations and corporations now have
greater control over international flows of people,
goods, funds, and technology. Others believe that
nation-states are still crucial in making and carry-
ing out basic economic policies.

One of the major global issues involving
nations is the gap between rich and poor countries.
Developing nations in Asia, Africa, and Latin

            The Montreal Protocol calls for 
global reduction of chemical pollutants.
          1987             The United States

space shuttle Atlantis docks
with the Russian space
station Mir. 

1995            The first Earth Summit is
held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
          1992

1980 20001990

Robert “Hoot” Gibson, the American astro-
naut, carefully maneuvered Atlantis closer to
Mir, the Russian space station. Finally, just after
9:00 A.M. eastern standard time, June 29, 1995,
Gibson gently docked the 100-ton shuttle with 
the Mir’s central docking port. On Earth, at the
Russian mission control, NASA chief Dan Goldin
leaped from his seat to hug his Russian counter-

part, Yuri Koptev. When
the hatch was opened,
Gibson floated along the
pathway into the Russian
ship. After decades of
competition, American
and Russian space pro-
grams had launched a
promising partnership.

—adapted from “Mir
Reflections,” Frank
Sietzen in Final Frontier,
November/December
1995

S e c t i o n 5

Global Interdependence

S
The
toryteller

Partnership
in space
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> Terms to Define
interdependent, developing nations, 
developed nations, deforestation, Internet,
genetic engineering

> People to Meet
Neil Armstrong, Jean Paul Sartre, Mother
Teresa

> Places to Locate
Montreal, Rio de Janeiro

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Recent advances in technology
have affected the world’s cultures.



America are newly industrializing countries, and
many of their people still follow traditional ways of
life. These developing nations are dependent on
developed nations, such as the United States, that
have long been industrialized and have the technol-
ogy to produce a great quantity and variety of goods.

Building Strong Economies
To raise standards of living, developing nations

often try to diversify, or increase the variety of, the
goods they supply to the world. This enables them
to avoid relying on a single crop or product. The
transition to a diversified economy, however, can be
difficult because of lack of funds and skilled work-
ers. Developing countries often rely on outside
lending sources for funding. The World Bank and
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) were set up
after World War II to assist global economic devel-
opment. Private banks and international corpora-
tions also invest in developing nations.

Borrowing funds for economic growth has
placed many countries in monumental debt. When
loans cannot be paid, banks suffer huge losses that
hurt businesses. Many strategies have been tried to
solve international debt problems. In some cases,
banks have issued new loans to enable developing
countries to pay off old debts. While such practices
have helped to offset immediate concerns, debt
remains a threat to the world’s economic health.

Population Growth
The number of people on our planet affects both

human well-being and the environment. Developed
nations point to the rapid growth of population in
developing countries as a major cause in straining
world resources. As much as 97 percent of the world’s
population growth occurs in the developing world.
Families are large in very poor countries in part
because many children are needed to help earn
money and to assist parents in their old age. At the
present rate of growth, the world’s population is
expected to increase from the present 6 billion to
about 12 billion by 2050.

People in developing countries consume far
less per person than do people in developed coun-
tries. However, the large populations in the devel-
oping world are exhausting the resources of many
areas. In Africa and Asia, for example, population
pressures have forced farmers to make a living on
fragile, poorly productive lands. In some places
erosion and landslides have caused irreversible
environmental damage. Throughout the develop-
ing world, millions of people leave the countryside
each year and crowd into cities in the hope of

improving their lives. Urban growth has been so
rapid that cities cannot keep up with the needs for
shelter, food, and jobs. To remedy these problems,
developing countries are working to link popula-
tion, development, and environmental needs.

The Environment
Protecting the environment is another global

challenge. For much of human history, the abun-
dance of the earth’s resources was taken for granted.
Today, however, human use and abuse of resources—
especially the high consumption of resources in the
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Hong Kong is one of the busiest
ports of Asia’s Pacific Rim. In addition

to Asia’s Pacific Rim, what other prosperous area of the
world trades extensively with the United States?

History
Visualizing

Student Web Activity 37

Visit the World History: The Human Experience Web 
site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click on 
Chapter 37—Student Web Activities for an activity
relating to the global economy.

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/chapter37/webact.html
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Explain why individual countries
have joined in forming large regional
economic markets. Do you think
regional economic blocs benefit or
hinder the global economy?

developed world—has reached such levels that the
planet may no longer be able to heal itself.

Land and Water
Vast areas of the earth’s land have been destroyed

by overgrazing, pesticides, and deforestation, the
widespread clearing of forests for logging or farming.
Particularly at risk are semi-arid areas near the edge
of deserts. Since the 1970s, developing countries
have lost much of their farmland, making it diffi-
cult to raise enough food for growing populations.

Another challenge to the earth comes from pol-
lution. Some scientists believe that increasing
amounts of certain industrial chemicals in the air
are gradually warming the earth. This global
warming, they claim, will raise global temperatures
a few degrees during the 2000s. Glaciers and parts
of ice caps may melt, increasing sea level through-
out the world.

The oceans and freshwater resources of the
planet are also showing signs of overuse and abuse.
Poisonous industrial wastes, sewage, and pesti-
cides are polluting coastal waters and soil.
Environmental damage is seen in increasing num-

bers of diseased fish and wildlife and in the decay
of coral reefs.

Meanwhile, demand for fresh water has grown.
Disputes over water usage have developed in drier
areas of the world, such as the Middle East. Efforts
are under way to achieve some fair distribution of
scarce water supplies among countries, as well as
between rural and urban areas.

Environmental Awareness
Since the 1970s, the world’s people have become

increasingly aware of environmental issues, and a
number of international gatherings have stressed the
urgency of dealing with the environmental crisis. In
1987 delegates from 46 countries met in Montreal,
Canada, and signed the Montreal Protocol, which
called for reductions in the use of chemicals damag-
ing to the earth’s atmosphere. Other important gath-
erings were the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, and the follow-up 1997 Earth
Summit+5 in New York City. These UN-sponsored
conferences called on nations to plan economic
growth to meet present global needs without sacri-
ficing the environmental needs of future generations.
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Global Economy
Since 1945, many of the world’s nations

have joined to create large regional econom-
ic markets. The goal of each of
these markets is to increase trade
and to coordinate economic
growth among member nations.

In North America the Unit-
ed States, Canada, and Mexico
have implemented the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA). In southern South
America several nations partici-
pate in the Southern Common

Market (Mercosur), while in the Caribbean
region a number of countries form the Asso-
ciation of Caribbean States (ACS).

Western European nations have not
only promoted economic interdependence
among themselves. In the 1993 Treaty of

Maastricht, they also took steps toward
political unity by creating the European
Union.

The creation of large economic blocs in
the Americas and in Europe in part stems
from the increasing competition these two
regions have faced from the growing eco-
nomic might of the countries of Asia’s Pacific
Rim. During the past few decades Japan,
South Korea, Taiwan, and Hong Kong have
become economic giants that are active in
world trade. In the near future, China, (now
including Hong Kong) and the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) will pow-
erfully impact the global economy.

Japanese cars for
export



The Technological Revolution
Since 1945 the world has undergone a techno-

logical revolution as dramatic as the Industrial
Revolution. Computers are at the heart of this
transformation. They process data about a nation’s
economy, forecast the weather, and calculate the
flight path of a rocket. The “brain” driving the com-
puter is the microchip, a mesh of circuits etched on
a silicon wafer.

Computers: The Internet and Y2K
Computers are important in today’s explosion

of global communications. The Internet, a web of
tens of thousands of computer networks linked by
telephone lines, swiftly sends data around the
world and links users to a vast wealth of resources.
Using a computer with a modem, a device linking
two computers through a telephone line, you can
research and share information on the World Wide
Web, the major Internet network. You can also send
a message through E-mail, or electronic mail, to any
place in the world in seconds.

In the 1990s, computer programmers faced a
serious challenge. In order to save memory space,
computers had been programmed to shorten the
four-digit year into two—for example, recognizing
“99” as the year 1999. The possibility existed, how-
ever, that “00” would be recognized as the year
1900 instead of the year 2000. Many people there-
fore wondered if the coming of the new millennium
would bring a flood of computer errors, plunging
much of the world into chaos. Over $400 billion
were spent to solve what became known as the
“Y2K (the year 2000) bug.” When 2000 finally
arrived, greeted with celebrations around the
world, computer problems appeared to be minimal.

Space Exploration
Computers and other new technologies have

made space exploration possible. Since the Soviet
launching of Sputnik, the first satellite into orbit, in
1957, the Americans and Russians have sent hun-
dreds of satellites and human-operated spacecraft
into space. In July 1969 American astronaut Neil
Armstrong became the first human to step on the
moon’s surface. In the early 1980s, American scien-
tists developed the space shuttle, a reusable space-
craft that takes off like a rocket and lands like an air-
plane. From the shuttle, astronauts can launch,
retrieve, and repair satellites. Throughout the 1990s

the American space shuttle Atlantis docked with the
Russian space station Mir. Symbolizing a new era of
space cooperation, this linkage raised hopes for the
building of an internationally operated space sta-
tion. The United States also sent many space vehi-
cles to other planets, finally successfully landing the
space probe Pathfinder on Mars in 1997. 

Medical Advances
Medical science also has benefited from techno-

logical progress. Lasers, or devices that emit narrow,
powerful beams of light, allow doctors to perform
surgery with minimal discomfort to patients.
Medicines correct chemical imbalances in the brain,
treating severe depression. Kidney and liver trans-
plants are performed frequently, and many people
now live for years with transplanted hearts.

Recent DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) technolo-
gy has led to the new field of genetic engineering,
a process that involves the alteration of cells to 
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Air pollution from factories is a
problem in industrialized countries.

In this scene, clouds containing industrial pollutants
cover an area in Germany. How has pollution affected the
planet’s water?
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produce new life-forms. Further molecular research
may yield insights into the origins and cure of dis-
eases such as cancer and AIDS that affect millions
of people worldwide.

The Global Culture
Technological advances have hastened the

growth of a global culture. Jet travel, television, and
communications satellites have spread ideas and
practices from one part of the globe to another.
Today the cultures of various regions meet and
blend. American rock music now echoes in clubs
around the world. Asian folk dancers perform their
artistry on tour in Europe, while Latin American
poets recite their works before audiences in Japan.

The Search for Life’s Meaning
Today’s rapid and often complex changes have

sent many people on a search for life’s meaning.
After World War II, the French thinker Jean Paul
Sartre stated a viewpoint known as existentialism
that became popular among intellectuals in the
West. According to Sartre, each person is essential-
ly alone but free to choose his or her path in life.

Individual freedom became a key goal during
the last half of the twentieth century. Civil rights
movements have advanced racial equality in the
United States and South Africa; and in many coun-
tries, the women’s movement has altered tradition-
al female roles and opportunities.

While secular viewpoints have spread, reli-
gious individuals and groups have sought to meet
society’s needs. For example, the Vatican Council II
(1962–1965) related Roman Catholic teaching to
modern life and simplified many church practices.
The Roman Catholic nun Mother Teresa inspired
many people with her care of the needy in the
slums of Calcutta, India. Also, the Dalai Lama,

Tibet’s Buddhist leader, and Desmond Tutu, South
African Anglican archbishop, spoke out for human
rights. Within Islam and Protestant Christianity,
powerful conservative movements have attracted
many followers. Although religious hostilities per-
sist in areas such as the Balkans and South Asia,
efforts have increased to promote understanding
among global religions.

Human Rights
In recent decades, the issue of human rights has

captured world attention. According to human
rights groups, despite democratic advances since
the 1980s, many governments still imprison and
abuse people for speaking their minds. Among 
the countries accused of human rights violations
are China, Indonesia, the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Afghanistan, and Myanmar. Others,
such as Iran, Iraq, Cuba, Libya, North Korea, and
Sudan have also been charged with sponsoring ter-
rorist acts outside of their borders.

The good news is that human rights abuses are
more carefully monitored than they were. In South
Africa, Haiti, and El Salvador, for example, nation-
al truth commissions have investigated abuses of
past governments, and international tribunals for
Bosnia and Rwanda have called individuals to
account for their war crimes. The increased visibili-
ty of each government’s actions and the accompa-
nying accountability that many nations and groups
feel is showing results.

In 1948 the United Nations adopted what has
become the most important human-rights document
of the postwar years—the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Addressing social and economic as
well as political rights, the Declaration is a statement
not of the way things are, but of the way they should
be. As new technologies develop, more will have to
be done to provide the basic needs and a decent
quality of life for the planet’s inhabitants.
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to list the effects of
recent technological advances
on world cultures.

Recall
2. Define interdependent, 

developing nations, 
developed nations,
deforestation, Internet,
genetic engineering.

3. Identify ASEAN, Montreal
Protocol, Neil Armstrong, Jean
Paul Sartre, Mother Teresa.

Critical Thinking
4. Analyze Why do environ-

mental dangers to the planet
require global solutions?

Understanding Themes
5. Cultural Diffusion What 

is the most powerful source 
of cultural diffusion today?
Explain the reasoning behind
your answer.

SECTION 5 ASSESSMENT

Technological
Advances

Effects

Cause
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Statistics seem to support a claim or an opin-
ion with a ring of authority. We have heard
that statistics can be misleading, but do we

really understand how to interpret statistics?

Learning the Skill
Statistics are sets of tabulated information

that may be gathered through surveys and other
sources. When studying statistics, consider each
of the following:
Biased sample A sample, or group of the total
population surveyed, may affect the results. A
sample that does not represent the entire popu-
lation is called a biased sample. An unbiased
sample is called a representative sample.
Correlation Two sets of data may be related 
or unrelated. If they are related, we say that
there is a correlation between them. For exam-
ple, there is a positive correlation between 
academic achievement and wages. There is a
negative correlation, however, between smoking
and life expectancy. Statistics may seem to show
a correlation when none exists. For example, a
report that “people who go fishing are less likely
to get cancer” may be statistically true but lack
any correlation.

Statistical Significance Using statistics,
researchers determine whether the data support a
generalization or whether the results are due to
chance. If the probability that the results were due
to chance is less than 5 percent, researchers say that
the result is statistically significant.

Practicing the Skill
Study the table below (the amount of eco-

nomic freedom is shown on a scale from 0–8,
with 8 being most free). Then answer the ques-
tions that follow.
1. Is there a correlation between wage rates and

the percentage of government employees?
Explain.

2. What statistics deny a correlation between the
percentage of government employees and the
index of economic freedom?

Applying the Skill
Create a survey with two questions for which

you believe the answers may show a correlation.
For example, “How many
hours of television do you
watch per day?” and
“How many hours of
sleep do you average per
night?” Gather a represen-
tative sample of responses.
Tabulate and evaluate
your statistics.

For More Practice
Turn to the Skill Practice 
in the Chapter Assessment 
on page 1025 for more
practice in interpreting 
statistics.

Interpreting Statistics

Social StudiesSocial Studies

* Index compiled by survey of economists for "Economic Freedom of the World: 1975–1995," James Gwartney,  Robert Lawson, and Walter Block.

Wages, Government Employment, and Economic Freedom
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The Glencoe Skillbuilder
Interactive Workbook, Level 2
provides instruction and practice 
in key social studies skills.



Reviewing Facts
1. Government Use a diagram like the one below

to identify challenges faced by new Eastern
European governments and how they have
dealt with them.

2. Economics Describe the economic challenges
faced by Americans and Soviets during the
1980s.

3. History Explain how Mikhail Gorbachev dif-
fered from earlier Soviet leaders.

4. History List in chronological order, the signifi-
cant events that led to the fall of communism.

5. Economics Discuss Boris Yeltsin’s economic
policy and its effects on Russia.

6. History Describe how the Soviet collapse and
the fall of communism affected global affairs.

7. Culture Explain the role of religion in the anti-
Communist movements of Eastern Europe dur-
ing the late 1970s and early 1980s.

8. Geography Explain how developed and devel-
oping nations affect the environment.

9. History Describe the roles of Pope John Paul II,
the Dalai Lama, and Mother Teresa.

10. Citizenship Discuss the advances made in
human rights since World War II. How has the
UN dealt with this issue?

11. Science/Technology Explain how the cold war
affected space exploration.

Using Key Terms
Write the key term that completes each sentence. 
Then write a sentence for each term not chosen.

a. interdependent g. Internet
b. glasnost h. referendum
c. privatization i. perestroika
d. genetic engineering j. trade deficit
e. developing nations k. enclave
f. ethnic cleansing l. deforestation

1. The growth of technology, communications, and
transportation since 1945 has made the regions
of the world increasingly _____________.

2. In Bosnia and Kosovo, ethnic Serb forces carried
out _____________, a policy of forcibly remov-
ing rival ethnic groups.

3. Through _____________, scientists can now alter
cells to produce new life-forms.

4. ____________ have established new industries,
but many of their people still follow traditional
ways of earning a living.

5. The territory of Nagorno-Karabakh is an
________ completely surrounded by Azerbaijan.

CHAPTER 37 ASSESSMENT

How will world events affect your 
future? Write an essay entitled “The 
World’s Future and My Own” identify-
ing important international issues and 
explaining how events could affect your 
life.

Using Your History Journal

1024 Chapter 37 The World in Transition

Using the Internet Search
the Internet for informa-
tion about the latest tech-
nological innovations that are influencing our
global culture. Use a search engine to focus your
search by using phrases such as information
technology innovations, global communications, and
technology revolution. Create a bulletin board
using the information retrieved on the Internet.
Include illustrations or pictures of the latest tech-
nological innovations.

Technology Activity

Problems Solutions

Self-Check Quiz

Visit the World History: The Human Experience Web
site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click on
Chapter 37—Self-Check Quiz to prepare for the
Chapter Test.

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/quiz.shtml?BOOK=004&CHAPTER=37&TITLE=The+World+in+Transition


Critical Thinking
1. Analyze Is Europe less stable now than it was

during the cold war? Why or why not?
2. Analyze How would you identify the era after

1989? What are its major features?
3. Evaluate How does a global economy affect

developing nations?
4. Analyze How have recent developments in

medical technology affected humans?

Geography in History
1. Region Refer to the map below. What continent

has the largest population?
2. Place Why do economists believe that the

Pacific Rim is likely to become the world’s
fastest-growing market in the next decades?

3. Human/Environment Interaction How does
this map help to identify regions of extreme cli-
mate and unsuitable living conditions?

Understanding Themes
1. Change What factors do you think led both

superpowers to seek an end to the cold war?
2. Change Evaluate Mikhail Gorbachev’s response

to the uprisings in Eastern Europe. What might
have happened if he had tried to stop the
changes?

3. Cooperation What is the most recent achieve-
ment of the European Union?

4. Conflict What was the cause of the conflict in
Yugoslavia?

5. Cultural Diffusion What factors have led to the
emergence of a global culture?

1. How have many people’s attitudes toward
natural resources and their use changed
over the past 50 years?

2. Placing a person on the moon was the pri-
mary goal of the space race between the
United States and the Soviet Union. Has 
a new goal for the space programs of the
United States and Russia emerged? Explain.

Skill Practice
Study the statistics in the chart below and answer the
questions that follow.

1. Is there a correlation between energy consumed
and per capita GDP?

2. What factors may explain the correlation
between energy consumption and GDP?

3. Is the sample of countries used in the chart 
statistically significant? Explain.
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* Figures for 1995.
** Gross Domestic Product: the sum of all goods and services produced within the country (1997).
Source: CIA World Factbook 1998.

Energy Use and Per Capita GDP
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7,640
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Chapter 32

Khrushchev’s Secret Speech

Nikita Khrushchev began a process of de-
Stalinization. In 1956 he delivered a secret speech,
denouncing Stalin and his brutal regime, to the 20th
Congress of the Soviet Communist Party in Moscow. 

Stalin organized the concept “enemy of the
people.” This term automatically rendered it
unnecessary that the ideological errors [mis-
taken beliefs] of a man or men engaged in 
a controversy be proven; this term made 
possible the use of the most cruel repression,
violating all norms of revolutionary legality,
against anyone who in any way disagreed
with Stalin, against those who were only 
suspected of 
hostile intent,
against those
who had bad
reputations in
the main, and in
actuality, the
only proof of
guilt used,
against all norms
of current legal
science, was the
“confession” of the 
accused himself; and . . . 
“confessions” were acquired
through physical pressures against the accused.

It was determined that of the 139 members
and candidates of the party’s Central Com-
mittee who were elected at the seventeenth 
congress, 98 persons, that is, 70 percent, were
arrested and shot. . . .

Now, when the cases of some of these 
so-called “spies” and “saboteurs” were
examined, it was found that all their cases
were fabricated. Confessions of guilt of 
many arrested and charged with enemy
activity were gained with the help of cruel
and inhuman tortures. . . .

After World War II the balance

of power in the world shifted dra-

matically. Many nations came

under the political and ideologi-

cal influence of the United

States, which promoted capital-

ism, or the Soviet Union, which

promoted communism. The long

period of tension and conflict

between these superpowers and

their allies is known as the “cold

war.” By the 1990s the cold war

had ended, but civil wars and

ethnic conflicts in various parts

of the world were a new cause for

anxiety and alarm.

VOCABULARY PREVIEW
saboteur: a person who commits deliberate
acts of destruction

fabricated: made up

pre-ordained: destined; already decided

colleague: professional associate

✦

For more primary sources to 
accompany this unit, use the 
World History Primary Source 
Document Library CD-ROM.

Nikita Khrushchev
1894–1971

✦

✦
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Chapter 35

Hussein’s Eulogy for Rabin

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin worked to establish
peace with Israel’s Arab neighbors. In 1995 Rabin was
assassinated by an opponent of the peace process. King
Hussein I of Jordan paid him tribute with this eulogy.

. . . I had never thought that the moment
would come like this when I would grieve the
loss of a brother, a colleague and a friend—a
man, a soldier who met us on the opposite
side of a divide whom we respected as he
respected us. A man I came to know because I
realized, as he did, that
we have to cross over the
divide, establish a dia-
logue, . . . and strive to
leave for those who fol-
low us a legacy that is
worthy of them. And so
we did. And so we
became brethren and
friends. . . .

You lived as a soldier,
you died as a soldier for
peace. . . . We belong to the
camp of peace. We believe in peace. We
believe that our one God . . . wishes peace
upon us, for these are His teachings to all the
followers of the three great monotheistic reli-
gions, the children of Abraham. . . .

King Hussein I
1935–1999

Chapter 34

Mandela’s Farewell Speech 

In 1990 South Africa’s anti-apartheid leader
Nelson Mandela was released from a long imprison-
ment and, in the first election open to all races, was
elected president. In 1998 Mandela retired from public
life. This excerpt is from his farewell speech to the
United Nations.

The failure to
achieve the vision
contained in the
Universal
Declaration of
Human Rights finds
dramatic expression
in the contrast
between wealth and
poverty which char-
acterises . . . coun-
tries in all hemispheres.

It is made especially
poignant and challenging by the fact that
this coexistence of wealth and poverty, the
perpetuation of the practice of the resolution
of inter- and intra-state conflicts by war and
the denial of the democratic right of many
across the world, all result from the acts of
commission and omission particularly by
those who occupy positions of leadership. . . .

. . . all these social ills which constitute
an offence against the Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights are not a pre-
ordained result of the
forces of nature or the
product of a curse of 
the deities.

They are the conse-
quence of decisions
which men and women
take or refuse to take . . .

11.. How did Stalin obtain evidence of guilt for those he accused?
22.. What does Mandela say about the causes of economic inequality and warfare?
33.. For what reason does King Hussein believe in peace?
44.. CRITICAL THINKING: What causes does Mandela believe create poverty, 

war, and the denial of democratic rights? Do you agree or disagree?

Applications Activity
Devise a constitution for your school that would protect students from 
forms of persecution such as teasing and racism.

Nelson Mandela
b. 1918

Interpreting Primary Sources
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Standardized Test Practice

1. The primary purpose of the Marshall
Plan was to prevent a European
economic collapse that would open the
door to communism. Which of the
following was a secondary purpose?

A To build a strong Europe on which
American economic security could
depend

B To shift the balance of power away
from Asian nations

C To encourage and reward European
Allied efforts in World War II

D To prevent the Soviet Union from
becoming a major economic power

2. In the 1960s, a movement developed in
Quebec to separate that province from
the rest of Canada. What was the main
issue behind the movement?

F Differing cultural identities 
G Religious conflict
H Differing systems of education
J Conflicting systems of taxation

3. In Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka,
Kansas, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled
that Topeka’s school district had
engaged in which unconstitutional
practices?

A They had prohibited school prayer.
B They had transported students to

schools far from their homes.
C They had set up different schools for

white and African American students. 
D They had refused to offer bilingual

education.

4. The Chinese Cultural Revolution of the
1960s resulted in

F a greater emphasis on the arts.
G the translation of classic literature into

Chinese.
H greater political and social freedoms

for Chinese women.
J a decrease in productivity and an

increase in human rights abuses.

Directions: Choose the best answer to each of the following
multiple choice questions. If you have trouble answering a
question, use the process of elimination to narrow your choices.
Write your answers on a separate piece of paper.

Test-Taking Tip: This question requires
you to remember a fact about the Marshall
Plan. By reading the question carefully, you can
find clues about the Marshall Plan. It was an
economic program—that is, it provided money
to help rebuild European economies. Which
answer fits best with this information?

Test-Taking Tip: Separatism in Quebec
developed as a result of differences between
that province and the rest of Canada. Since
education is not the primary source of this
conflict, you can easily eliminate answer H.

Test-Taking Tip: This question is tricky—
if you do not remember the term Cultural
Revolution, it may be tempting to choose
answers F or G, since they both relate to
cultural improvements. However, the Cultural
Revolution refers specifically to Mao Zedong’s
ideas for remaking Chinese society as a
Communist regime.

Test-Taking Tip: The important word 
in this question is unconstitutional. Trans-
porting students great distances seems
inconvenient, but it is not specifically banned
by the U.S. Constitution. Therefore, you can
eliminate answer B.
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Standardized Test Practice

Use the following map to answer questions 5, 
6, and 7.

5. By which year had most West African
nations gained their independence?

A 1945
B 1950
C 1955
D 1965

6. According to the map, what do Burkina
Faso, Mauritania, and Nigeria have in
common?

F They are all located in South Africa.
G They all gained their independence in

1958.
H They all gained their independence in

1960.
J They all have coastline borders.

7. Which West African country lies directly
north of the Central African Republic?

A Sierra Leone
B Nigeria
C Mauritania
D Chad
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Test-Taking Tip: Double check each
answer choice against the information on the
map. Do not rely only on your memory.

Test-Taking Tip: The compass rose can
help you find cardinal directions. Although
north is usually at the top of a map, it is not
always: make sure that you check before
choosing an answer!

Test-Taking Tip: When looking at a map,
be sure to pay attention to the title. Since this
is a map of West Africa, you can eliminate
choice F as a possible correct answer.
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