
            Juan Perón becomes
president of Argentina.

1946
            Fidel Castro
comes to power in Cuba.

1959

            Hurricane Mitch 
destroys much of Honduras.

1998

                The United States
invades Panama.
1989
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On New Year’s Day, 1959, the island of Cuba went mad

with joy. Tall, bearded Fidel Castro, a lawyer turned soldier, and

his band of guerrillas had overthrown dictator Fulgencio Batista.

Along the road to Santiago, crowds of people waved and

cheered as Castro’s ragtag troops passed by in battered jeeps and

trucks. “Viva, Fidel! Viva la revolución!” they cried. So deliri-

ous were the throngs, so swept away by the power of the

moment, that a friend of Castro’s later recalled, “It was like a

messiah arriving. We were walking on a cloud.”

Castro’s revolution was not the first in Latin America, nor

the last. Over the next few decades, tensions between rich and

poor would erupt in violence repeatedly as the nations of Latin

America struggled toward economic and political 

development.

How have Latin American countries worked toward
political reform and economic growth? What changes have
come to Latin America since the end of the cold war?

Historical Significance
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Chapter Themes

> Cooperation New organizations
promote economic ties in Latin
America. Section 1

> Revolution The overthrow of dic-
tatorial government in Cuba opens
the door to communism in the
Western Hemisphere. Section 2

> Conflict Calls for land reform and
political freedom lead to civil wars
in Latin America. Section 3

> Change Latin American countries
work to develop their strug-
gling economies and to establish
democracies. Section 4
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Research population statistics of
either Central or South American
nations. Draw a cartogram that shows
the relative population sizes of these
nations today. 

Your History Journal

Amid the glow of night lights, Sugarloaf Mountain overlooks
the city of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.History

Visualizing

Chapter Overview

Visit the World History: The Human Experience
Web site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and 
click on Chapter 36—Chapter Overview to 
preview the chapter.
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I
n the years after World War II, powerful
changes began to reshape Latin America.
Between 1940 and 1970, many Latin

American nations industrialized as rapidly as did
the United States in the late 1800s. Social changes
followed this economic transformation. For exam-
ple, schools and health-care facilities spread, and
women won the right to vote.

Yet a dark cloud hung over these bright and
hopeful achievements. Much of the region’s new-
found wealth flowed into the hands of the well-to-
do, leaving millions of farmers and workers in the
grip of desperate poverty. As the gap between rich
and poor widened, the huge peasant class grew
hungry and angry. Communism, with its appeal to
the oppressed and its promise of social and eco-
nomic equality, won many converts. As the peas-
ants’ demands increased, strong military dictators
emerged to quell political upheaval through repres-
sion and terror.

These military leaders, in turn, were unable to
solve mounting political and economic problems
during the 1970s, and their failures inspired calls
for democratic reform. By the early 1990s, new
civilian democratic governments had replaced
many of the old, harsh regimes in a number of Latin
American countries.

Population Growth
Since World War II, Latin America’s population

has skyrocketed. In 1940 Latin America’s popula-
tion was 126 million. With a growth rate of about
1.8 percent a year—about three times the rate of the
United States and other industrialized countries—
the region’s population may expand to nearly 600
million by the year 2010.

Rapid growth has resulted from a combination
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             Civilian democratic
governments begin to 
replace military rule 
throughout Latin 
America.

1990s

            Catholic clergy in 
Latin America support
social reform efforts.

1968

            The United States and 
Latin American nations form the 
Organization of American States (OAS).

1948

1945 20001972

The university student volunteers reached the
Guatemalan Indian village after nightfall. Eating
tortillas and drinking fresh milk around the fire
came first; then the cursillo began—city and
mountain people coming together to talk about
liberation. The program included talks about the
common good, the right of people to organize, and
how to organize for greater strength. Standing
before the gathering, Juan took a stick and
snapped it. “Alone we are like this,” he said. Then
he picked up a bundle of sticks that he could not

break. “Together we are
like this. You and I and
your children.”

—adapted from
Guerrillas of Peace,
Liberation Theology and
the Central America
Revolution, Blase
Bonpane, 1985

S e c t i o n 1

Latin American
Challenges
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The
toryteller

Guatemalan village

> Terms to Define
campesino, elite, liberation theology, 
free trade

> People to Meet
Luis Echeverría, Jacobo Arbenz Guzmán

> Places to Locate
Mexico City, Brazil, Rio de Janeiro

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Latin America faced social
and political challenges after World War II.



of tradition and progress. Traditionally, families
had many children. But because so many died in
infancy, the population grew slowly. Latin
American women still have many children. The
average number of births per 1,000 Latin American
women is twice the number in the United States,
but improved health care has sharply lowered the
infant mortality rate.

The rate of infant deaths, though five times that
in the United States, is lower than in the past. Thus,
more babies live to adulthood, and Latin America’s
population is increasing.

The population growth of Latin America has
strained its economic and political systems. The
expanding population requires increased supplies
of food, clean drinking water, housing, schools,
health care, jobs, and transportation.

Urbanization
As the population of rural areas expanded, the

poor farmers—known as campesinos—headed to
cities in search of work in factories or stores and of
better living conditions. With more schools, med-
ical facilities, and other social services than rural
areas have, larger cities continue to attract many
rural people. In the 1950s about 10 percent of Latin
Americans lived in a city of at least 1 million peo-
ple. Today, over 25 percent do; another 45 percent
live in smaller cities.

Cities, however, could not easily absorb the
heavy flow of campesinos. The new residents clus-
tered in sprawling, dilapidated shantytowns, many
with no electricity, running water, or sanitary 

facilities. In his 1969 book A Death in the Sanchez
Family, Oscar Lewis captured the bleakness of life
in one such Mexico City slum:

The [place] where she [Guadalupe] lived
consisted of a row of 14 one-room adobe
huts about 10 feet by 15 feet, built along
the left side and across the back of a 
30-foot-wide bare lot.… Five of the
dwellings had makeshift sheds, con-
structed by setting up two poles and
extending the kitchen roofs of tarpaper,
tin, and corrugated metal over the low
front doorways.… Toward the rear of the
yard, two large cement water troughs,
each with a faucet, were the sole sources
of water for the 84 inhabitants.

Such miserable surroundings offered little com-
fort or hope for the future. Even so, thousands of
campesinos kept coming. The president of
Venezuela observed, “The poor country peasant
would rather come to the city and try to make a liv-
ing selling lottery tickets than remain in the [coun-
tryside] where he has absolutely nothing.”

Social Inequality
Latin America’s social structure—masses of

poor people dominated by a small but wealthy
class of elite—was established during the colonial
period. Today the elite includes large landowners,
industrialists, top church officials, and military
leaders. Many of the elite in Latin America today
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Deforestation by slash-and-burn methods and by excessive 
logging threatens the rain forests of Latin America. Despite

increased agricultural acreage, there are not enough jobs in rural areas. Where do
people from these areas go to find work?
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are the descendants of the Europeans who colo-
nized the region centuries ago. The increase in
wealth brought by industrialization in this century
simply made these families richer. By the late 1980s,
50 percent of the newly generated wealth in Brazil
flowed into the hands of the wealthiest 10 percent
of the people. As of 1997, 42 million Brazilians,
about 30 percent of the population, lived in extreme
poverty.

The majority of Latin America’s population
consists of poor people: peasants, landless farm
workers, and factory workers. Many countries in
recent decades have a small but growing middle
class consisting of professionals, managers, clerks,
and government workers.

A more important change has been in the
development of the role of women in Latin
America. Traditionally women had important but
restricted roles in society. They were expected to
work at home and raise children. In the late 1800s,
women established their right to get an education
and to enter a variety of careers. However, not until
the mid-1960s did all Latin American women win
the right to vote.

Economic Development
In recent decades many Latin American leaders

pushed for increased industrialization. They hoped
that their countries could manufacture their own
products instead of importing them, thereby reduc-
ing their trade deficits. In just a few decades, Latin
American steel production grew by 20 percent,
while the production of metals, machines, and
energy rose by 10 percent. Manufacturers flooded
the markets with consumer products aimed at the
upper and middle classes—fashions, sports cars,
toys, and appliances. Since industrialization did lit-
tle to increase the buying power of the poor, the
market for consumer goods was limited to the
small elite. Latin American firms quickly produced
more than they could sell at home, so they turned
to exporting goods to stay in business.

The efforts at industrialization brought results.
Between 1950 and 1995, Latin America achieved a
remarkable economic growth rate. Much of the
money to finance industrial growth, however, came
from large multinational corporations and banks.
For every dollar they invested in Latin America,
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Booming Buenos Aires
Latin America is one of the world’s

most rapidly urbanizing continents. For
example, today more than 13 million peo-

ple—well over one-third 
of all Argentinians—live in
the port city and capital of
Buenos Aires. One attrac-
tive feature of the city is
the pleasant, temperate 
climate. The people of
Buenos Aires, called
porteños, or port dwellers,
are descendants of immi-
grants from all over the

world—Spain, Italy, England, France, Poland,
and the Middle East.

In the mid-1800s, British and Argentin-
ian investors built a network of rail lines
spreading outward from Buenos Aires. On
these rail lines, wheat, corn, cattle, and

sheep are now sent to Buenos Aires for
export. Building on its foundation of trade in
agricultural products, Buenos Aires grew
into a prosperous industrial center. Among
the major industries are food processing and
textiles.

Buenos Aires’ rapid growth typifies the
recent expansion of cities throughout the
region. In 1909 Buenos Aires topped the 1
million mark. Immigration from overseas and
from rural areas in Argentina added to the
population in the succeeding decades. Dur-
ing the 1940s, Buenos Aires had 4.5 million
people, and in forty years the population
had nearly tripled, reaching about 13 million.

Downtown
Buenos Aires

Discuss the features of Buenos
Aires that have attracted immigrants.
What effects do you think continued
growth will have on Buenos Aires’
future?



these business and banking enterprises took out
more than three dollars in profits and dividends.

Agricultural growth did not match industrial
growth. More land was allocated for growing cash
crops for export, such as coffee, bananas, and coca,
which is used to make cocaine. But as farmers con-
verted more land to growing cash crops, they grew
less food for the local population. Although the
landowners prospered from selling their crops
abroad, local people had to pay more to buy food
from farther away. Most campesinos remained poor.

Hoping to stimulate economic growth, many
Latin American leaders borrowed heavily from large
banks in the United States and other countries. Be-
tween 1975 and 1985, Latin American debt to other
parts of the world rose 318 percent. By the 1980s, a
worldwide recession made matters worse—cutting
global demand for Latin American products and
further raising interest rates and Latin American
debts. By 1984, the region’s debt totaled $350 billion;
by 1993, it had climbed to over $465 billion. 

In spite of economic improvements in the
1990s, Latin American debt remains a major prob-
lem for the region. If debts are not paid, banks may
fail, threatening the stability of the global economy.
In the mid-1990s, a political and economic crisis in
Mexico nearly led to Mexico’s failure to meet its
international debt payments. The United States
came to Mexico’s rescue with an aid package to bol-
ster the Mexican economy. The United States gov-
ernment has also worked with Latin American
countries to reschedule international loan pay-
ments to avoid potential crises.

Another economic area in which the United
States and Latin America work together is the war on
drugs. Powerful dealers profit from international
trading in illegal drugs made from certain crops
grown in Latin America. The United States and Latin
American governments both aim to end the illegal
drug trade, but difficulties often hamper cooperation.
The United States often expresses concern about the
corrupt influence drug dealers have on Latin Amer-
ican governments, while Latin American countries
claim the United States needs to take stronger mea-
sures at home to lessen the demand for drugs. 

Growth of Democracy
The economic problems of Latin America made

the growth of democracy almost impossible. In
most countries, the elite controlled the government
as well as the economy. The elite did not trust the
masses enough to allow any form of majority rule
to take hold. The majority of people, long dominat-

ed by a few powerful leaders, had little experience
in making decisions or choosing leaders. 

Political conflicts in most of Latin America
were between liberals and conservatives. Liberals
tried to help the masses through land and tax
reforms. Conservatives wanted to maintain the tra-
ditional social structure and opposed any redistrib-
ution of wealth. Clashes between liberals and con-
servatives have often been bloody.

The failure of democracy and social reform
prompted calls for more radical change. Armed guer-
rilla movements that sought to change society by
force emerged in many countries. These groups
often relied on the support and protection of
campesinos. Many guerrilla organizations included
at least some Communists. In countries such as 
Cuba and Nicaragua, guerrilla movements success-
fully overthrew governments and took power 
themselves.

Fear of communism combined with outrage at
the poverty of so many people caused changes in
the Catholic Church. Since colonial times, the
Church had generally supported rule by elites in
most Latin American countries. Individual priests
sometimes called for reforms to help the poor, but
they were exceptions. After a meeting of Latin
American bishops in Colombia in 1968, however,
an increasing number of Catholic clergy began sup-
porting land reform, democracy, and other changes
that campesinos and workers had long demanded.
They began emphasizing the role of Christianity in
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Workers load bananas for shipment
in Ecuador, where petroleum and

agricultural products are the main exports. How did
the emphasis on production of cash crops affect the
campesinos?
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liberating people from oppression. Their beliefs
became known as liberation theology. One Latin
American religious worker explained the new
movement this way:

For example, if, as the book of Genesis
teaches, human beings have been created
in God’s image, they have a great dignity;
hence, to torture another human being is
to disfigure God’s image. If the Lord gave
the Earth to Adam and Eve, he meant it for
all—not just a few plantation owners.

—Philip Berryman, Inside Central America, 1985

The combined pressure of guerrillas, liberal
Catholic clergy, and organized citizens began to
bring changes in the 1980s. Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
and other countries threw off their dictators and
adopted democratic governments. However, these
young democracies inherited international debts,
widespread poverty, and social unrest. The most
controversial issue has been land reform, which is
still opposed by the military and landowners.

International Relations
Since the end of World War II, Latin American

nations have forged new trading relationships 
with Western Europe, Asia, Africa, and Japan. 
In addition, many Latin American leaders have
taken more active and prominent roles in world
diplomacy. For example, in the 1970s during the
Cold War, Mexico’s president, Luis Echeverría
(AY•chuh•vuh•REE•uh), was a leader in the non-
aligned movement.

The most important relations of Latin
American nations, however, have been with each
other and with the United States. In Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, in 1947, representatives of the United States
and most of the Latin American nations signed the

Rio Treaty. This defense pact provided that any
attack on one member would be considered an
attack on all members.

A year later, the Organization of American
States (OAS) was set up to develop political and
economic ties among the nations of the Western
Hemisphere. One of its most important successes
was in 1995, when OAS members Brazil, the United
States, Argentina, and Chile intervened to stop a
war between Peru and Ecuador.

Relations between Latin America and the
United States were shaped by the cold war. The
United States often provided military aid to conser-
vative regimes while undermining left-wing gov-
ernments. In 1954 the U.S. CIA helped overthrow a
left-wing government in Guatemala led by Jacobo
Arbenz Guzmán. Arbenz’s efforts to redistribute
land to the peasants was viewed as a threat to
American business interests.

Another way to fight communism was through
financial assistance. In 1961 President John F.
Kennedy launched the Alliance for Progress. It
provided $10 billion for Latin American industry,
housing, medical care, and military development.
However, much of the money sent to Latin America
was used to buy American-made goods.

As the cold war ended in the 1980s nations in
the Americas began working toward free trade, or
the elimination of trade barriers among countries.
Throughout the Western Hemisphere, groups of
countries formed regional economic pacts, such as
the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA), the Andean Pact, the Southern Common
Market (Mercosur), the Caribbean Community and
Common Market (Caricom), and the Central
American Common Market.

Western Hemisphere governments also took
steps to bring together all of the region’s free trade
organizations. In 1994 leaders from 34 Western
Hemisphere nations planned to establish a free trade
area by the year 2005.
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Main Idea
1. Use a chart like the one below

to identify social and political
challenges in Latin America
after World War II.
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2. Define campesino, elite, libera-

tion theology, free trade.
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Jacobo Arbenz Guzmán,
Alliance for Progress, NAFTA.
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How has the cause of human
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American countries since the
1980s?
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5. Cooperation How might
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American trade affect the lives
of the campesinos of Latin
America?
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A
fter World War II, Mexico and the
Caribbean nations of Cuba, the
Dominican Republic, and Haiti were

ruled frequently by either a single political party or
by dictators. Mexico’s single-party government
controlled much of its economy, while American
businesses played an important role in the
Caribbean economies. In Cuba, a Communist gov-
ernment took power in 1959, bringing the cold war
to the Western Hemisphere. In recent decades,
Mexico and the Caribbean countries have tried to
reform their political systems and develop their
economies. Growing populations and political 
turmoil, however, have made these goals difficult
to reach.

Mexico
Of all the countries in Latin America, Mexico

was among the most stable after World War II.
Since 1929, it had been dominated by one political
party, the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI).
Restricted by the constitution to single, six-year
terms, strong PRI presidents, using their appoint-
ment powers, kept tight control over national 
and local governments. State-controlled businesses 
produced rapid industrialization and a growing
middle class.

From the late 1940s to the 1960s, Mexico’s 
standard of living—the overall wealth of its peo-
ple—increased. Industrial growth was concentrat-
ed in the central region of the country around
Mexico City. There, more goods and services were
available to a growing number of people. Rural
areas, especially in the south, lagged far behind,
and millions of peasants remained desperately
poor. Today 40 percent of Mexico’s population lives
in poverty.

            United States, Mexico,
and Canada enact NAFTA.

1993            U.S.-trained exiles stage 
Bay of Pigs invasion in Cuba.

1961             The first Duvalier
presidency ends in Haiti.

1971

1945 20001972

The revolutionary leader Fidel Castro spoke of
revolutionaries: “Whoever stops to wait for ideas
to triumph among the majority of the masses
before initiating revolutionary action will never be

a revolutionary.… It is obvious
that in Latin America there are
already in many places a number
of men who … have started revo-
lutionary action. And what dis-
tinguished the true revolutionary
from the false revolutionary is
precisely this: one acts to move
the masses, the other waits for the
masses to have a conscience
already before starting to act.”

—Fidel Castro Speaks, edited by
Martin Kenner and James Petras,
1969

S e c t i o n 2

Mexico and 
the Caribbean

S
The
toryteller

Castro as a young
rebel fighter

> Terms to Define
standard of living, privatization

> People to Meet
Carlos Salinas de Gortari, Zapatistas,
Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de León, Fidel
Castro, Jean Bertrand Aristide

> Places to Locate
Mexico, Cuba, Dominican Republic,
Haiti

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Mexico and the Caribbean
faced political and economic crises after
World War II.



Economic Problems
In the 1970s, oil seemed to offer Mexico a way

to prosperity. New oil discoveries and rising world
oil prices brought profits to the state-owned
Mexican oil industry and boosted the Mexican
economy. The government borrowed money from
foreign sources to finance economic development,
assuming that oil revenues would make repaying
the loans easy.

Global recession in the early 1980s and in-
creased oil supplies caused world oil prices to drop.
The Mexican government was forced to cut back
jobs and services to save money. To boost exports,
the value of the peso, the Mexican unit of currency,
was cut by nearly half. Some wealthy Mexicans
responded by fleeing the country with their money.

Mexico soon faced an economic crisis, owing
foreign investors $100 billion, one of the highest
national debts in the developing world. The gap
between rich and poor widened, as the population
continued to grow rapidly. The growing demand

for jobs, goods, and services could not be met.
Then in 1985, a devastating earthquake hit Mexico
City, the capital, killing thousands of people and
causing billions of dollars in damages.

Relations worsened with the United States dur-
ing this period, too, as a result of controversy over
drug smuggling and illegal immigration. The
United States wanted the Mexican government to
do more to stop the flow of illegal drugs into
United States territory. In addition, growing num-
bers of Mexicans and Central Americans were
crossing the United States-Mexico border without
visas in hopes of finding work.

The Salinas Era
In 1988 Mexican president Carlos Salinas de

Gortari promised broad reforms. To improve rela-
tions with the United States, he pledged to crack
down on drug smuggling and illegal immigration.
He also rolled back the policy of government own-
ership of major industries. With privatization, or a
shift to private ownership of businesses, Salinas

of theof the

Mexico Today
Mexico faces economic, social, and political

change as the nation attempts to provide a better
living for its growing population.

Native Mexican
crafts delight
shoppers in the
Sunday craft 
market in 
Oaxaca.
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Petroleum and petroleum products play an
important role in Mexico’s trade. World oil prices
affect the nation’s economy.



hoped that Mexican industries would be run more
efficiently. 

Salinas also sought to create jobs for Mexicans
by attracting more foreign investment. The center-
piece of his effort was NAFTA, the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement. Begun in 1993, NAFTA
committed Mexico, Canada, and the United States
to removing trade barriers among all three coun-
tries over a 15-year period.

While Salinas’s reforms were expected to suc-
ceed in the long run, Mexico at first faced setbacks.
Economic benefits were slow to reach the poorest
Mexicans. In addition, there was growing opposi-
tion to the PRI’s hold on political power. In 1994 a
guerrilla army of Native American peasants in the
southern Mexican state of Chiapas rebelled against
the government. Calling themselves the Zapatistas,
after the revolutionary leader Emiliano Zapata,
they demanded that the government aid the poor
and advance democracy. They also vehemently
opposed NAFTA, which they feared would hand
their lands over to large corporations.

Zedillo and Reform
Also in 1994, the PRI candidate for president

was assassinated during the campaign. Ernesto
Zedillo Ponce de León, the new PRI candidate, won
easily, but there was widespread dissatisfaction
about the extent of government corruption, which
allegedly reached even to the Salinas family.

As president, Zedillo continued free enterprise
reforms, while promising to improve the lot of the
poor. In late 1994, however, he faced a trade deficit
that forced him to devalue the peso, a move that
shook international business confidence in Mexico.
American financial aid helped support Mexico’s
economy, but Mexican government cutbacks in jobs
and services imposed hardships on many
Mexicans. 

To counter growing public discontent, Zedillo
held talks with the Zapatistas and opened up the
political system to other political parties. In 1997
elections, the PRI, for the first time since 1929, lost
its majority in the lower house of the Mexican leg-
islature. The two major opposition parties—the

REFLECTING ON THE TIMES

1. How do world oil prices affect Mexico’s 
economy?

2. What challenges does Mexico City face
because of its rapidly growing population?
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Ballet Folklórico enhances the
cultural life of Mexico City, the
nation’s leading business, indus-
trial, and cultural center.

Mexico City, home to more than 20 mil-
lion people and one of the world’s most
rapidly growing cities, faces pollution,
crime, and inadequate housing.



conservative National Action Party (PAN) and the
leftist Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD)
gained a significant influence in national politics.

Meanwhile, United States-Mexican relations
remained strained. Mexican nationalists were
angered by American doubts about Mexico’s com-
mitment to the war against drugs. They also
opposed a new United States law that sought to
crack down on illegal immigration.

Cuba
From 1952 to 1959, the Caribbean island nation

of Cuba was ruled by the dictator Fulgencio Batista.
Batista’s government—often accused of employing
corrupt practices—allowed American corporations
to dominate the Cuban economy. By the early
1950s, United States companies owned or con-
trolled many of Cuba’s mines and ranches as well
as much of the oil and sugar industries.

In 1956 a young lawyer named Fidel Castro
began a guerrilla movement against Batista. Castro
opposed Batista’s repressive and corrupt practices.
For three years, he and his soldiers attacked
Batista’s forces. On January 1, 1959, Batista fled the
country, and Castro took control. Many former

political officials and army officers were tried and
executed. Independent newspapers were closed.
Many Cubans who opposed Castro left the country
and settled in the United States.

Castro’s Domestic Policies
Castro promised democratic reforms and a bet-

ter standard of living for the Cuban people.
However, Castro suspended elections. He did
improve wages, health care, and basic education.
He took control of the land and nationalized plan-
tations and major industries. Castro’s seizure of
American-owned property and his disregard of
Cuban civil liberties angered the United States.

In retaliation, the United States cut off all sugar
imports from Cuba in 1960. Castro meanwhile
allied Cuba with the Soviet Union. Soviet Premier
Nikita Khrushchev agreed to buy Cuban sugar and
to sell arms to Cuba. Castro’s dictatorship was
openly Communist two years after the revolution.

Cuba and the Cold War

Castro’s friendship with the Soviet Union made
Cuba the focal point of the cold war in the Western
Hemisphere. Castro supported revolutions in Latin
America and Africa by supplying military aid and
troops and by urging people to join the cause:

The revolution will triumph in America
and throughout the world, but it is not
for revolutionaries to sit in the doorways
of their houses waiting for the corpse of
imperialism to pass by.

—From a 1962 speech by Fidel Castro

Castro’s defiance of the United States put him
in danger. During this period the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA), the intelligence-gather-
ing agency of the United States government, made
many attempts to assassinate Castro.

In April 1961 the United States tried and failed
to overthrow Castro in a secretly planned invasion.
About 1,500 anti-Castro exiles trained by the CIA
landed in Cuba at the Bay of Pigs, hoping to rally
the Cubans to revolt. At the last moment, United
States President John F. Kennedy barred open
American military support for the effort. The
Cuban people failed to revolt, and Castro’s forces
captured or killed most of the invaders. Kennedy’s
new presidency and the global image of the United
States were badly damaged.
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The Cuban missile crisis of 1962
brought the United States and 
the Soviet Union to the brink of 
a nuclear conflict.

Region From east to west, how large was the area 
covered by the United States blockade of Cuba? 
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Havana, the capital city of Cuba, dates to
the 1500s. The Old City has endured,
essentially unchanged for four centuries.
Today more than 900 buildings—includ-

ing palaces, churches, mansions, and humble
dwellings—remain so uniquely preserved that the
United Nations has classified Old Havana as a world
heritage site. This palace, being restored from 
the ground up, reveals the faded grandeur and splen-
dor of the colonial era. Once home to a Spanish 
conquistador’s widow and later to orphans, the

building now houses one of the few restaurants in
Old Havana.

In 1959 Fidel Castro led a successful Cuban
Revolution. After the United States rejected Castro,
he turned to the Soviet Union, and for the next 30
years Cuba was a critical stronghold of communism in
the Western Hemisphere. Castro’s revolution kept out
modern developers—along with tourist dollars. But it
is partly as a result of Cuba’s poverty and relative iso-
lation that the island has preserved its heritage of
architectural wonders like the building above. �
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A year later, the Cuban missile crisis brought
the world to the brink of nuclear war. Soviet leader
Khrushchev’s installation of nuclear missiles on
Cuba met with stiff American opposition. President
Kennedy ordered nearly 200 American warships to
blockade Cuba and stop military shipments from
the Soviet Union. American B-52 bombers with
nuclear warheads took to the skies, and American
forces worldwide went on full alert.

Four days later, after tense negotiations, the 
crisis ended. Khrushchev agreed to dismantle the
bases and withdraw the missiles if the United
States promised never to attack Cuba again.
Separately the United States agreed to remove
American missiles in Turkey aimed at the Soviet
Union. The most dangerous confrontation of the
cold war was over. Castro, however, was outraged
at Khrushchev’s yielding to American pressure.

United States–Cuban relations also continued
to be icy. In 1962, the United States imposed an eco-
nomic embargo on Cuba. Travel between the two
countries was tightly restricted. Due to its ties with
the Communist world, Cuba was isolated by other
countries in the Western Hemisphere.

For brief periods, in 1980 and 1994, Castro
allowed thousands of Cubans to sail to the United
States. Most of these people were opponents of
Castro’s authoritarian rule. Others were criminals,
mentally ill, or impoverished peasants.  

Cuba After the Cold War
In the 1970s, Cuba sent troops to Africa to aid

Marxists in Angola. With the fall of Soviet commu-
nism two decades later, the Cubans could no longer
export revolution. Loss of Soviet aid, poor sugar har-
vests, and the U.S. embargo meant they had to attend
primarily to their devastated economy.

Despite setbacks, Castro still clung to commu-
nism. However, he allowed limited free enterprise
to obtain foreign investment. He also permitted
some religious freedom after a 1998 visit by Pope
John Paul II. The United States, however, refused to

end the embargo. As a result, Cuba remained the
last remnant of the cold war.

Haiti
East of Cuba is the large, mountainous island of

Hispaniola, which is divided into two nations. The
eastern two-thirds of the island is the Dominican
Republic, a Spanish-speaking country. The western
third is French-speaking Haiti. The two countries are
among the poorest in the Western Hemisphere.
Relations between the two countries have often been
tense because of their cultural differences.

Haiti has been ruled by dictatorships during
much of its recent history. The dictator François
Duvalier (du•VAL•YAY) ruled from 1957 to 1971. His
son, Jean-Claude Duvalier, then became Haiti’s
leader but was overthrown in 1986. After four years
of strife, Jean Bertrand Aristide (ah•reh•STEED), a
popular reform-minded priest, was elected presi-
dent. A military coup forced Aristide to flee the coun-
try in 1991. With broad international support, and the
intervention of U.S. military forces, Aristide returned
to power in 1994. A UN peacekeeping mission helped
in the country’s transition from military rule to
democracy. Mistrust and violence among rival politi-
cal groups, however, slowed progress toward stable
government and economic recovery. In December
1995 René Preval was elected to succeed Aristide as
president of Haiti. The transition to democracy has
been a difficult one, however, and by 1999 political
violence had returned to the troubled island nation.
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Main Idea
1. Use a chart like the one below

to show how Mexico has react-
ed to two political or economic
crises since World War II.

Recall
2. Define standard of living, 

privatization.
3. Identify Carlos Salinas de 

Gortari, Zapatistas, Ernesto
Zedillo Ponce de León, Fidel
Castro, Jean Bertrand Aristide. 

Critical Thinking
4. Analyzing Information

How was citizens’ participation
in government advanced in
Mexico during the 1990s?

Understanding Themes
5. Revolution Explain why 

revolution is common in the
Caribbean and Latin America.

SECTION 2 ASSESSMENT

Crisis Reaction
1.
2.

Student Web Activity 36

Visit the World History: The Human Experience Web site
at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click on 
Chapter 36—Student Web Activities for an activity
relating to the Cuban missile crisis.

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/chapter36/webact.html
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A
lthough independent since the 1800s,
the nations of Central America have
suffered from wars, civil unrest, and

interference by foreign powers. Ruled by wealthy
elites, several nations were gripped by revolution
and civil war from the late 1970s. Only in the early
1990s was some stability restored to the region. This
achievement gave hope that the desperate needs of
the people could finally be addressed.

Nicaragua
Nowhere was the hold of the wealthy elite

tighter than it was in Nicaragua. There the Somoza
family took power in 1937, and, with the exception
of one four-year period, remained in control,
backed by the American-trained army known as the
National Guard until 1979. By 1967, when
Anastasio Somoza Debayle took over the presiden-
cy, the Somoza family owned one-quarter of the
land in Nicaragua and most of the country’s indus-
tries, banks, and businesses.

The Somozas’ rule of Nicaragua caused in-
creasing resentment; and by the late 1970s, the
United States had ended its support. In 1978 peas-
ants, Catholic priests, business people, and Marxists
united to challenge Somoza. Leading the anti-
Somoza alliance was the Sandinista National
Liberation Front (FSLN). The Sandinistas took their
name from Augustino Sandino, the popular hero
who had waged guerrilla attacks on American 
occupation forces in Nicaragua in the 1920s.
Sandino had been killed by the father of Anastasio
Somoza in 1934.

After the Revolution
The rebel alliance succeeded in overthrowing

Somoza in 1979. Although the majority of
Nicaraguans cheered the revolution, they differed
on how the new government should operate. Some
Nicaraguans believed in capitalism and wanted to

            War in 
Nicaragua ends.

1990             Panama 
takes control of 
Panama Canal.

1999            The Sandinistas overthrow
Somoza rule in Nicaragua.

1979

1970 1980 20001990

An American journalist interviewed a
Nicaraguan mother whose daughter, a school-
teacher, had been killed. The teacher, who had vol-
unteered to help young children in a small remote
village in the war zone, was ambushed by the con-
tras. “My daughter gave her life fighting for free-
dom, like my son who died in the insurrection.
Losing a child is like losing your life.” She
stopped for a moment to wipe her cheeks, and then
looked up again. “My children were my whole

life,” she said.
“My daughter
never hurt any-
one. All she was
doing was teach-
ing poor children
in the mountains
how to read.”

—adapted from
Blood of Brothers,
Life and War in
Nicaragua, Stephen
Kinzer, 1991

S e c t i o n 3

Central America

S
The
toryteller

Contra soldiers

> Terms to Define
covert, death squad

> People to Meet
Anastasio Somoza Debayle, Sandinistas,
contras, Oscar Arias, Violeta Chamorro,
Oscar Romero, Manuel Noriega

> Places to Locate
Nicaragua, El Salvador, Panama

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Multiple factors led to conflicts
in Central America from the 1970s to the
1990s.
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Powerful wealthy minorities ruled 
Central American countries, fueling  
 revolutions.  

Region What three nations in Central America
 were torn by civil wars in the 1980s?

maintain close ties with the United States. Others
called for socialism and a lessening of dependence
on the United States.

The Sandinistas, many of whom were Socialists
or Communists, held control and began a series of
popular reforms. They seized land that belonged to
Somoza supporters and turned it over to peasant
groups. With Castro’s help, they taught people to
read and write and improved rural health care. 

Within a year after taking power, however, the
new Nicaraguan government faced growing oppo-
sition. Upper- and middle-class Nicaraguans who
had lost property to the Sandinistas opposed the
creation of what they saw as a socialist dictatorship.
Many of them fled to the United States. Meanwhile,
disgruntled former allies of the Sandinistas joined
forces with former Somoza supporters to try to
overthrow the government. These opponents were
called the contras, from the Spanish word meaning
“against.”

Civil War
The Nicaraguan government received financial

and military aid from Cuba, the Soviet Union, and

many Western European countries. The United
States, fearing the influence of the Soviets and the
Cubans, decided to support the contras. In 1981 the
United States government sent $19.5 million to the
contras, the first official aid to the rebels. By 1985
contra forces numbered approximately 12,000 sol-
diers. From bases in Honduras and Costa Rica, they
attacked Nicaraguan military bases and businesses.

By 1985 the American public began to fear that
the United States would be drawn into another con-
flict like that in Vietnam. The United States
Congress banned military aid to the contras.
Despite the ban, members of President Ronald
Reagan’s staff continued to send covert, or secret,
funds to the contras. This illegal use of funds was
part of the so-called Iran-Contra scandal that
became public in 1987, embarrassing the Reagan
administration and leading to indictments of some
of the President’s staff. Critics charged that an
undercover foreign policy was being carried out
against the express will of Congress.

Through negotiations, which were led by Costa
Rican president Oscar Arias, the contras and the
Nicaraguan government agreed to a cease-fire and to
hold presidential elections in 1990. With American
financial and political backing, Violeta Chamorro,
the widow of a popular newspaper editor killed by
Somoza in 1978, won the election. Chamorro led a
wide-ranging coalition of parties. After her victory,
she faced immense challenges. Her inclusion of key
Sandinistas in her government cost her support
among the conservative opposition. Despite efforts to
introduce reforms, Nicaragua by the mid-1990s had a
staggering foreign debt, high inflation, and massive
unemployment. In 1996 Arnoldo Aleman, a conserv-
ative, was elected president over his Sandinista chal-
lenger, Daniel Ortega. After a campaign marked by
bitter political rivalry, the new president called for
national unity to solve Nicaragua’s problems.

986 Chapter 36 Latin America

Nicaragua’s Literacy
Campaign
In 1980 over one-half of

adult Nicaraguans were unable to read or write.
The Nicaraguan government decided that those
who were literate must help those who were not
literate. Over the next 5 months, almost 100,000
students helped teach 500,000 people, most of
whom were peasants. At the end of the period,
Nicaragua’s illiteracy rate was less than 15 percent.



El Salvador
By the early 1970s, El Salvador was one of the

most industrialized countries in Central America,
boasting modern highways, railroads, airports, and
office buildings. However, nearly 90 percent of the
country’s wealth was held by a small group of
landowning families. About 40 percent of the pop-
ulation consisted of landless peasants.

The unequal distribution of wealth led to
demands for change. Fearing a revolution, wealthy
landowners hired death squads—bands of killers
who murdered their political opponents. As many as
1,000 people were killed a month. One of the main
critics of the murder of innocent civilians was
Roman Catholic archbishop Oscar Romero. When a
death squad killed him as he celebrated Mass on
March 24, 1980, the country erupted into a civil war.

Moderates in the Salvadoran government sup-
ported land reform but were powerless to stop the
death squads. As the killing continued, the
Farabundo Martí National Liberation Front
(FMLN)—a coalition of leftist guerrilla groups—
won greater popular support. The United States,
fearing Communist influence within the FMLN,
gave military aid to the Salvadoran government.  In
1992 the government and the FMLN finally agreed
to a peace settlement. Over 70,000 people had died
in the 12-year civil war. Another 1.5 million became
refugees. Since the end of fighting, the government
has made progress toward economic recovery and
cooperation with its Central American neighbors.

Honduras
Following the overthrow of Somoza in

Nicaragua in 1979, the military in neighboring
Honduras moved to return power to civilian rulers.
General elections were held in 1981, and a new con-
stitution was approved the following year. Five
democratically elected presidents have served
Honduras since democracy was restored.

Although its government is stable, Honduras
remains one of the poorest and least developed
countries in the Western Hemisphere. Efforts to
improve conditions were dealt a crushing blow in
1998, when Hurricane Mitch, the worst natural dis-
aster in the area during the twentieth century, hit
the country. The hurricane killed at least 7,000
Hondurans and forced hundreds of thousands
from their homes. Mitch also destroyed more than
half of all the agricultural crops in the country,
severely reducing Honduras’s exports.

In response to the natural disaster, foreign gov-

ernments, the UN, and nonprofit organizations sent
aid to Honduras and other countries affected by
Hurricane Mitch. Despite that aid, however, the hur-
ricane has had a devastating effect on the economy.

Guatemala
In recent decades Guatemala, the northern-

most Central American country, has been torn by
conflict arising from deep-rooted ethnic and social
divisions. Most Guatemalans are rural Native
Americans, but political and economic power has
long been held by Spanish-speaking urban
dwellers. Beginning in the 1960s, the wide social
gap between rich and poor contributed to tensions
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Destruction of homes was wide-
spread in Honduras, Nicaragua,

Guatemala, and Belize during Hurricane Mitch in
1998.  How did the world respond to the crisis?

History
Visualizing



between these two groups. A small number of
Europeanized families owned most of the nation’s
wealth, while the majority of the Native American
population were landless and faced discrimination.

In the early 1960s, leftist guerrillas supporting
land reform took up arms against the Guatemalan
government. The conflict heightened in the 1970s
and 1980s as the guerrillas strengthened their hold
on the countryside. In response, the military harsh-
ly treated rural villagers, whom it suspected of 
aiding the guerrillas.

In the late 1980s, the government and the guer-
rillas agreed to talks. The 36-year civil war finally
ended with a peace agreement in 1996. Although
making no promises about land reform, the govern-
ment agreed to reduce the military’s size and to end
discrimination against native peoples. The guerril-
las in turn agreed to disarm and return to their
homes. As a result of the conflict, more than 100,000
people had died, 46,000 others were missing, and
about 1 million civilians were refugees.

Panama
Despite periods of dictatorship,

Panama was relatively prosperous and
peaceful after World War II. Much of
this prosperity came from the
American-owned Panama Canal. Many

Panamanians, however, resented what they saw as
foreign domination. In 1977 United States President
Jimmy Carter and Panamanian President Omar
Torrijos (toh•REE•hohs) signed the Panama Canal
Treaties. According to the agreements, Panama would
take control of the canal by December 31, 1999, the
canal would remain open to the ships of all nations,
and the United States would have the right to protect
the canal’s neutrality.

In 1988 General Manuel Noriega took power as
president. Despite Noriega’s former position as a
CIA agent, his role in drug smuggling increased 
tensions with the United States. When Noriega
arrested Americans in Panama, United States
President George Bush sent American troops into the
country in December 1989. Noriega was seized a
month later and taken to Florida, where in 1992 he
was tried and convicted of drug smuggling. Seven
years later, Panama elected a female president,
Mireya Moscoso, and also gained the Panama Canal
from the United States.
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to show what caused
political conflicts in Central
America from the 1970s to 
the 1990s.

Recall
2. Define covert, death squad.
3. Identify Anastasio Somoza

Debayle, Sandinistas, contras,
Oscar Arias, Violeta Chamorro,
Oscar Romero, Manuel Noriega.

Critical Thinking
4. Applying Information

John Kennedy once said of
Central America: “Those who

make peaceful change impossi-
ble make violent change
inevitable.” Show how events
in El Salvador support this
observation.

Understanding Themes
5. Conflict What role do you

think the United States and
other countries should play in
Central America? 

Until 1999, the U.S.
controlled the Panama

Canal, which links the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans. Why did the U.S. give up
control of the canal?

History
Visualizing

SECTION 3 ASSESSMENT

Political
Conflicts in

Central America

Causes Effect
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Do you have a collection of sports cards or
CDs? Have you ever kept a list of the
names, addresses, and phone numbers of

friends and relatives? If you have collected infor-
mation and kept some sort of list or file, then you
have created a database.

Learning the Skill
An electronic database is a collection of facts

that are stored in a file on the computer. The
information is organized in fields.

A database can be organized and reorganized
in any way that is useful to you. By using a data-
base management system (DBMS)—special soft-
ware developed for record keeping—you can eas-
ily add, delete, change, or update information.
You give commands to the computer telling it
what to do with the information, and it follows
your commands. When you want to retrieve
information, the computer searches through the
file, finds the information, and displays it on the
screen.

Practicing the Skill
Fidel Castro is one of the Latin American

leaders discussed in this chapter. Follow these
steps to build a database of the political events
that have taken place during his years as Cuba’s
leader.
1. Determine what facts you want to include in

your database.
2. Follow instructions in the DBMS that you are

using to set up fields. Then enter each item of
data in its assigned field.

3. Determine how you want to organize the facts
in the database—chronologically by the date
of the event, or alphabetically by the name of
the event.

4. Follow the instructions in your computer pro-
gram to place the information in order of
importance.

5. Check that the information in your database is
all correct. If necessary, add, delete, or change
information or fields.

Applying the Skill
Bring to class current newspapers. Using the

steps just described, build a database of current
political events in Latin American countries.
Explain to a partner why the database is orga-
nized the way it is and how it might be used in
this class.

For More Practice
Turn to the Skill Practice in the Chapter

Assessment on page 995 for more practice in
developing a database.

Developing a Database

TechnologyTechnology



S
ince the end of World War II, South
America has become a region of sharp
contrasts. Rapidly growing cities have

sprawling slum areas as well as suburbs for the
well-to-do and glamorous tourist resorts. While
new industries have developed in the coastal urban
areas, traditional forms of agriculture still dominate
much of the interior of the continent. Despite areas
of modernization and prosperity, widespread
poverty continues to shape the politics and social
structures of South American nations.

Argentina
Before a world depression and the rise of fas-

cism in Argentina in the 1930s, the country was one
of the 10 wealthiest in the world. Since then, the
country has often been under military rule, and its
prosperity has declined.

The Perón Era
The dominant political figure in Argentina from

the 1940s to the 1970s was Colonel Juan Perón
(pay•ROHN). When he was first elected president in
1946, Perón enjoyed great popularity, even though
he was an authoritarian ruler. Perón and his glam-
orous wife, Eva Perón, a former film and radio star,
became the heroes of the downtrodden. By increas-
ing the military budget and supporting pay raises
for union members, Perón won the loyalty of sol-
diers and workers. By nationalizing foreign-owned
industries, he appealed to Argentinian pride over
controlling its own resources. Eva supported con-
struction of hospitals, schools, clinics, and nursing
homes and distributed millions of shoes, sewing
machines, and other household goods to the poor.

However, Perón’s popularity began to wane in
the 1950s. The much-loved Eva died in 1952.
Perón’s policy of taxing agriculture to fuel industri-
al growth led to a decline in food production. As the
economy declined, anti-Perón protests increased. 
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            Argentina and Great Britain
fight the Falkland Islands War.

1982

1945 2000

            Military forces overthrow
President Allende in Chile.

1973

1972

Eva Perón expressed herself about many top-
ics, including feminismo, the women’s move-
ment in Argentina: “I felt that the women’s move-
ment in my country and all over the world had a

sublime mission to fulfill …
and everything I knew
about feminism seemed to
me ridiculous. For, not led
by women but by those who
aspired to be men, it ceased
to be womanly and was
nothing: feminism had
taken the step from the sub-
lime to the ridiculous. And
that is the step I always try
to avoid taking.”

—from Feminismo! by
Marifran Carlson, 1988

S e c t i o n 4

South America

S
The
toryteller

Eva Perón

> Terms to Define
hyperinflation, cartel

> People to Meet
Juan Perón, Eva Perón, Carlos
Menem, Salvador Allende, Augusto
Pinochet, Alberto Fujimori

> Places to Locate
Argentina, Falkland Islands, Chile,
Colombia, Peru, Brazil

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Democracy has advanced in
South America since the late 1980s.



In 1973, after almost 20 years of military rule,
Perón returned briefly to power. When he died in
1974, his new wife Isabel took over, becoming the
first woman president in the Americas. Economic
problems led the military to oust her in 1976.

Argentina’s military leaders sparked an eco-
nomic recovery but ruled brutally. Death squads
roamed the country, torturing and killing those
who dissented. About 20,000 people simply 
disappeared. Mothers of missing children brought
these human rights abuses to the world’s attention
through their weekly silent protest in Buenos
Aires.

Toward Democracy
In 1982, in an effort to unite Argentina and to

end one of the last outposts of colonialism, the mil-
itary leadership sent Argentinian troops to seize the
Falkland Islands, also known as the Malvinas.
These islands off the coast of Argentina had been
controlled by the British since 1833. Seventy-four
days later, the Argentinians returned home defeat-
ed by the British forces. 

After the Falklands humiliation, the military
was discredited, and democracy was gradually
restored. Economically, Argentina came dangerous-

ly close to collapse. In 1988 inflation reached 388
percent. This hyperinflation—extremely sharp and
rapid price increases—caused a severe depression,
and much of the middle class fell into poverty.

In 1989 Argentinians elected Carlos Menem
as president. Menem brought inflation under 
control, attracted foreign investment, and sold off
inefficient state-owned industries. During Menem’s
presidency, Argentina expanded its role in world
affairs. It joined with Brazil, Paraguay, and
Uruguay to form Mercosur, a free trade area.
Despite successes, Argentinians worried about
high unemployment, government corruption, and
social inequality. With Menem expected to retire,
voters in 1999 elected opposition leader Fernando
de la Rua as president.

Chile
Once a stable democracy, Chile has faced polit-

ical challenges in recent years. In 1970 Salvador
Allende (ah•YEHN•day) was elected president,
becoming the first Marxist in the Americas to win
power peacefully. Allende applied socialist princi-
ples to the faltering economy—nationalizing indus-
tries and distributing land to the poor.
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More than 100,000 people rally in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in
support of democratic government in 1987. The nation has had

long periods of military rule interrupted by brief intervals of constitutional gov-
ernment. Why has the military often seized power?

History
Visualizing



Allende’s programs had mixed success and
made him powerful enemies. Wealthy Chileans
invested their money abroad instead of at home.
The United States, wary of Allende’s ties to Cuba,
funded opposition groups within Chile and
blocked international loans to the country. By 1973,
Chile’s economy was near collapse.

At this time, Chilean military leaders backed by
the CIA led a coup against Allende that resulted 
in his death. General Augusto Pinochet
(PEE•noh•CHEHT), head of the new government,
then dissolved Congress and canceled civil liber-
ties. Many Chileans were killed or were imprisoned
during this assault on Chilean democracy.

To improve the Chilean economy, Pinochet
imposed higher taxes and encouraged foreign
investment. Despite economic progress, opposition
to Pinochet remained strong. In 1990 Pinochet
resigned and a freely elected president, Patricio
Aylwin, took office. After the return of democracy,
Chile developed one of Latin America’s strongest
economies and sought to join NAFTA. In 1998
Pinochet was arrested in London, where he was liv-
ing at the time, on charges of torturing opponents
during his years in power.

Venezuela
Since the 1940s, Venezuela has been one of the

world’s major oil producers. In recent years, how-
ever, it has suffered a prolonged economic recession
because of declining global oil prices. Frustrated
with the lack of economic improvement,
Venezuelan voters in 1998 elected Hugo Chavez, a
political outsider and former military leader, as
president.

Chavez pledged to rid Venezuela of corruption,
rewrite the constitution, and promote economic
recovery. In 1999, a constitutional assembly, made
up largely of Chavez supporters, set out to increase
presidential powers and reduce those of Congress
and the Supreme Court. Critics charged that
Chavez wanted to become a dictator.

In the midst of this political wrangling,
Venezuela in December 1999 was hit with torrential
rains that caused floods and mudslides. More than
50,000 people died in what was viewed as Latin
America’s worst natural disaster of the twentieth
century. Responding to the crisis, the constitutional
assembly gave Chavez sweeping powers to rebuild
Venezuela.

Colombia
Since World War II, Colombia has had long

periods of instability. Between the late 1940s and
the mid-1960s, battles between liberals and conser-
vatives caused the deaths of about 200,000 people.
Colombians refer to this period as La Violencia, or
the Violence.

During the 1970s and 1980s, the ever-growing
power of drug dealers infected Colombian politics.
Drugs, including marijuana and cocaine, became
Colombia’s largest export. Drug dealers in the city
of Medellín amassed tremendous fortunes. They
murdered more than 350 judges and prosecutors
who tried to stop the drug business. By the 
mid-1990s, some progress was made in curtailing
the power of the Colombian drug cartels, associa-
tions formed to establish an international monop-
oly by price fixing and regulating production. The
illegal trade continued to flourish, however.
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There was much
angry protest

against the actions of General
Augusto Pinochet, who ruled
Chile between 1973 and 1990,
and was arrested in 1998.
Of what crimes was he accused?

History
Visualizing



Peru
Since World War II, Peru has experienced both

military and civilian rule. In the early 1970s, mil-
itary leaders distributed land to peasants, national-
ized foreign-owned industries, and aided the urban
poor. However, inflation and unemployment
remained high. By the early 1980s, democracy had
been restored under a new constitution.

In 1990, and again in 1995, Peruvians elected
Alberto Fujimori, the son of Japanese immigrants,
as president. Although criticized for his dictatorial
ways, Fujimori worked to improve government ef-
fiency and increase free enterprise. Under his lead-
ership, Peru increased economic links with other
Pacific countries, especially Japan.

In 1995 Fujimori ended the 15-year civil war
with a Marxist guerrilla group known as the
Shining Path. Some 25,000 Peruvians had been
killed by the guerrillas and billions of dollars worth
of property destroyed.

Brazil
From the late 1940s to the early 1960s, Brazil

was generally a democracy. During this period,
Brazil’s economy expanded, as foreign investors
opened steel plants and auto factories. In the 
early 1960s, labor unions helped elect leaders 
who promoted social reforms. However, military
leaders, afraid reforms would lead to communism,
took control of the government in 1964.

In the late 1960s, Brazil’s military rulers pressed
for greater industrial growth. They reduced social pro-
grams, increased foreign investment, and weakened
labor unions. Although the economy prospered,
wages stayed low and poverty was widespread.

By the late 1980s, increasing opposition at
home and abroad forced the military to gradually
return Brazil to democracy. Hopes for both eco-
nomic growth and social reforms were raised with
the election of Fernando Collor de Mello as presi-
dent in 1990. Collor’s concern for the environment,
including efforts to slow the destruction of the
Amazon rain forest, won him international sup-
port. However, in 1992 Collor resigned amid
charges of corruption.

Brazil’s new president, Fernando Henrique
Cardoso, was forced to deal with serious economic
problems. In 1998 the Brazilian currency lost more
than a third of its value, and the economy was in a
deep recession. Millions of Brazilians lost their jobs
and sank into poverty.
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to show how democracy
has advanced in South America
since the late 1980s.

Recall
2. Define hyperinflation, cartel.
3. Identify Juan Perón, Eva

Perón, Carlos Menem, 
Salvador Allende, Augusto
Pinochet, Alberto Fujimori.

Critical Thinking
4. Making Comparisons

How do the economies of 
Chile and Cuba differ?

Understanding Themes
5. Change How did military 

governments both improve 
and damage various South
American nations?

Hollywood, California, 1999
After his hit appearance at the 1999 Grammys, 
Puerto Rican-born singer Ricky Martin had the 
number one song in the United States. By the late 
1990s, major American record companies were 
courting Martin and other Hispanic singing stars, 
such as Marc Anthony and Jennifer Lopez. Spanish-
language radio in the United States was also 
booming. Many observers were forecasting that 
Latin pop music would be the sound of the future.

LATIN MUSIC U.S.A.LATIN MUSIC U.S.A.AROUND THE

Hollywood

SanJuan

PUERTO RICO

SECTION 4 ASSESSMENT

How Democracy
Advanced



Reviewing Facts
1. History Use a diagram like the one below to

show aspects of Latin America’s international 
relations since the end of World War II.

2. Government/Economics List various political
and economic challenges that confront Latin
American countries.

3. Government Describe Mexico’s political and
economic system since the 1980s.

4. History List the causes of the civil wars in
Nicaragua and El Salvador.

5. History Discuss political developments in Haiti
since the fall of the Duvaliers.

6. History Explain how the Soviet collapse affected
Cuba.

7. History Explain the purpose of the Organization
of American States (OAS).

8. Culture Discuss the role of women in the strug-
gle for human rights in Argentina.

9. History State why Juan and Eva Perón were
popular in Argentina.

Critical Thinking
1. Evaluate How did the policies of the United

States and Canada differ in the mid-1990s
regarding Cuba? Which country do you think
had the better approach in dealing with Castro?

2. Apply How would you solve the problem of
the illegal drug trade between Colombia and
criminals in the United States?

Using Key Terms
Write the key term that completes each sentence. 
Then write a sentence for each term not chosen.

a. campesinos f. free trade
b. death squads g. liberation theology
c. elite h. covert
d. privatization i. cartels
e. standard of living j. hyperinflation

1. Since colonial times, Latin American society has
consisted of masses of poor people dominated
by a small but wealthy _______________.

2. From 1945 to the 1960s, Mexico’s __________—
the overall wealth of its people—increased.

3. Beginning in the 1960s, many Catholics in Latin
America supported social change and promoted
the ideas of _______________.

4. Since the 1970s, Colombia has been affected by
the drug _________, who control the illegal drug
trade by fixing prices and regulating production.

5. By the mid-1980s, Mexico and other Latin
American countries were supporting programs
of ___________, shifting control of industry from
governments to private owners.
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Research statistics about the gross
national (or gross domestic) product of
Central American or South American
nations. Draw a cartogram that shows
the relative economic strength of these
nations.

Using Your History Journal

Latin America’s
International Relations

Self-Check Quiz

Visit the World History: The Human Experience Web 
site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click on 
Chapter 36—Self-Check Quiz to prepare for the 
Chapter Test.

Creating a Multimedia
Presentation Locate
information about the history
of colonialism in Central America. Create a 
multimedia presentation about an individual
country from that region. Include information
about the history of colonialism, cultural influ-
ences of colonial powers and how that country
achieved its independence. Before you begin,
plan the type of multimedia presentation you
would like to develop and the steps you will
need to take. Cite all electronic resources used.

Technology Activity

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/quiz.shtml?BOOK=004&CHAPTER=36&TITLE=Latin+America


3. Synthesize Imagine that you were a citizen of
Nicaragua in the 1970s and 1980s. How would
you feel about the Somoza government? The
Sandinistas? The contras?

4. Synthesize Describe the goal of NAFTA.
What are the advantages and disadvantages of
NAFTA to Mexico and to the United States?

Geography in History
1. Region Refer to the map below. What large area

of South America has an economy largely based
on hunting, fishing, and gathering?

2. Movement Why are most manufacturing and
commercial areas located along the seacoast?

3. Place Judging from the type of economic activi-
ty, where are South America’s largest plains?

Understanding Themes
1. Cooperation How has Latin America’s 

interdependence with global and hemispheric

markets affected its ability to develop 
economically?

2. Revolution How did Cuba’s revolution affect
the United States and the Soviet Union?

3. Conflict How did the cold war affect revolu-
tions and civil wars in Central America?

4. Change How have South American countries
changed politically and economically since the
late 1980s and early 1990s? 

1. How have American responses to Latin
American crises today differed from
American responses a century ago? How
do you think the United States might
respond in years to come?

2. In both the Monroe Doctrine and the Rio
Treaty of 1947, the United States pledged to
protect Latin American nations from outside
powers. In the Falkland Islands War, how-
ever, the United States supported Great
Britain. How do you think Latin Americans
responded to this?

Skill Practice
Prepare a database of the major political events in
South America from the 1970s to the 1990s. Include
the following information in your database.
• Year
• Country
• Event

Be sure to follow these steps to build your 
database.
1. Determine what facts to include.
2. Follow instructions in the DBMS that you are

using. Then enter each item in its assigned field.
3. Determine how you want to organize the facts in

the database.
4. Place the information in order of importance.
5. Check the accuracy of the information. Make

necessary changes.
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