
            Africans carry out general 
strike in the Gold Coast.

1950

            Civil war 
breaks out in Angola.

1975            Algeria gains 
independence from France.
1962

            Repeal of apartheid laws 
begins in South Africa.

1990

20001973 1945 

1960s            Most African countries
gain their independence.

1999            Democratic
elections held in Nigeria.

34
C h a p t e r

1945–Present

Africa

> Nationalism European empires
crumble, and independent nations
emerge in Africa. Section 1

> Change Some African nations
move toward democracy and free
enterprise economies. Section 2

> Change Ethnic, cultural, environ-
mental, and economic challenges
face newly independent African
nations. Section 3

S
The
toryteller

From April 26 to 29, 1994, South Africa held its first elec-

tion in which all of its citizens, regardless of race, could vote.

The outcome was a landslide victory for nationalist leader Nelson

Mandela and his African National Congress party.

On May 10, during his inauguration as South Africa’s

first black president, Mandela declared, “The people of South

Africa … want change…. Our plan is to create jobs, promote

peace and reconciliation and to guarantee freedom for all South

Africans.” Mandela’s rise to office signaled a joyous dawn of

freedom after decades of white-minority rule and racial discrimi-

nation in South Africa.

By the 1990s nearly 700 million people in more than 50

African countries had thrown off various forms of colonial rule

and were charting new courses as independent nations.

What sweeping changes came to Africa after World War
II? What role does Africa play in world affairs today?

Historical Significance
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Watch for current articles about
African nations in newspapers and mag-
azines. Clip and paste or write headlines
and paraphrase short excerpts from these
articles in your History Journal.

Your History Journal

Children in Somalia were doing their
daily schoolwork in the midst of civil

war, when UN troops arrived in 1992.

History
Visualizing

Chapter Overview

Visit the World History: The Human Experience
Web site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click
on Chapter 34—Chapter Overview to preview the
chapter.

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/chapter34/overview.html


A
fter World War II, the desire for liber-
ation that found expression in Asia
spread to Africa. On the vast African

continent in 1945, only Egypt, Ethiopia, and Liberia
were independent states. South Africa, although
independent, was governed by a white minority
that withheld freedom from most of the country’s
population. In other areas, Great Britain, France,
Portugal, Spain, and Belgium still exercised direct
colonial rule.

By the mid-1960s, most African colonies had
gained independence from European countries. The
southern part of Africa remained the only area of the
continent where liberation movements encountered
obstacles—in this case, from sizable European settler
populations. The path to independence in Africa was
often bloody, and once free, the new nations faced the
enormous task of building modern societies.

A Changing Africa
Since the beginning of the colonial era, nation-

alist groups in Africa had resisted European rule,
often violently. But following World War II, these
relatively small efforts for freedom swelled into
powerful mass movements.

Opposition to Empire
The democratic ideals for which the Allies

fought in the war—self-rule and freedom from
tyranny—inspired Africans, many of whom had
fought in the Allied armies. “[We] overseas soldiers
are coming back home with new ideas,” wrote
Nigerian Theo Ayoola, stationed with British troops
in India. “We have been told what we fought for.
That is freedom! We want freedom, nothing but
freedom!”

Many people throughout the world were rec-
ognizing the hypocrisy and injustice of European
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> Terms to Define
colons, general strike, apartheid

> People to Meet
Muammar al-Qaddafi, Kwame Nkrumah,
Ahmed Sékou Touré, Jomo Kenyatta, 
Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu 

> Places to Locate
Sudan, Algeria, Ghana, Nigeria, Congo
(Zaire), Kenya, Angola, Mozambique,
Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe, South Africa

Meeting in an open field at Kliptown, South
Africa, 3,000 delegates adopted the Freedom
Charter in 1955. The Charter held out hope for a
democratic nation: “We the people of South
Africa, declare for all our country and the world
to know: that South Africa belongs to all who live
in it, black and white, and that no government
can claim authority unless it is based on the will
of all the people ... that our country will never be
prosperous and free until all people live in broth-

erhood, enjoying
equal rights and
opportunities.”

—from South
Africa, Challenge
and Hope,
American Friends
Service
Committee, Lyle
Tatum, editor,
1987

S e c t i o n 1

African Independence

S
The
toryteller

First free election in South Africa

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Many African nations won
their independence after World War II.



nations continuing to rule
African populations while
professing democratic val-
ues. In addition to the
moral argument against
colonialism, European
nations faced political and
economic changes that
made it impractical to
retain their African posses-
sions. The European conti-
nent itself was devastated
by World War II, and debt-
ridden Europeans could
scarcely afford to maintain
empires abroad. Even so,
the imperial nations of
Europe as a matter of
pride clung stubbornly to
the idea of empire, making
the inevitable changes
more painful.

African Nationalism
What European impe-

rial nations did not recog-
nize were the changes
occurring throughout
Africa. In many colonies,
nationalism was growing
among the European-edu-
cated African elite who
worked in colonial govern-
ments and in businesses.
In the late 1940s, leaders
emerged among this group, and rallied support for
African independence.

Nationalist leaders found a ready audience for
their ideas among workers in the fields, mines, and
factories owned by overseas investors. World
demand for African minerals and crops boomed
after World War II, but Africa’s European-owned
industries appropriated the profits. Africans saw
little change in their conditions, and their resent-
ment of foreign rule grew.  

North Africa
The movement for independence from European

rule saw its first successes in North Africa. Italy
ruled Libya, a large country west of Egypt, under 
a UN trusteeship. France ruled colonial posses-
sions—Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco—in the rest
of North Africa. These three states are also known

as the Maghrib states. All of the territories of North 
Africa were Muslim and shared in a common Arab
culture.

The only exception was Sudan—ruled jointly
by Great Britain and Egypt—which had a large non-
Muslim African population in its southern part.
Sudan eventually became independent in 1956.

Libya
In 1951, Libya, once an Italian colony, became

an independent monarchy. The discovery of oil in
Libya in 1959 transformed the country from a poor,
desert nation into a wealthy one. Widespread dis-
content against the monarchy and the ruling class
owning the oil wealth led to a military takeover in
1969 under Colonel Muammar al-Qaddafi
(kuh•DAH•fee). Qaddafi established a socialist
government to redistribute the national wealth. He
also sought to spread his radical brand of national-
ism to other parts of Africa and the Arab world.
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This mother in Banjul, capital of The
Gambia, combines something old and
something new. She wears a traditional
West African dress stamped with the colors

of Africa: red, black, yellow, and green. Printed on the
fabric is a portrait of two of Africa’s independence
leaders. On the left is Sir Dawda Jawara, who led The
Gambia to independence in 1965. He remained pres-
ident until 1994, when Captain Yahya Ajj Jammeh
took power. On the right is President Abdou Diouf,
who succeeded Senegal’s great independence leader
Léopold Sédar Senghor in 1981.

Keeping local traditions and languages—the pride
in being African—while discarding the years of colo-
nial rule and white supremacy became the task of the
new leaders of West Africa. Where once there were 3
colonial empires, today there are 14 sovereign states
in the region. 

Independence from France, Great Britain, and
Portugal was won peacefully. The task that now re-
mains is to create and to sustain expanding 
economies. This is the hope of all West Africans, 
including this young mother and her children on
Perseverance Street in The Gambia’s capital. �

Africa and Independence
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Algeria
The French colonies of Morocco,

Tunisia, and Algeria also wanted indepen-
dence. France reluctantly granted inde-
pendence to Morocco and Tunisia in 1956,
but refused to do so in the case of Algeria.

Freedom for Algeria came only after
one of the most costly wars in African
colonial history. French settlers, called
colons, had been coming to Algeria since
the 1830s. By 1940 nearly 1 million colons
had taken the best land and jobs in
Algeria, ignoring the needs of 9 million
Muslim Algerians.

Backed by Egypt, Morocco, and
Tunisia, Algerian guerrilla fighters
launched a war for independence in 1954.
In response to guerrilla raids, French
troops destroyed Algerian property, herd-
ed people into concentration camps, and
used helicopters and heavy artillery to
hunt down the rebels.

Despite French firepower, the guerril-
las fought on. The controversial war
forced the collapse of France’s govern-
ment, the Fourth Republic. After General
Charles de Gaulle became president in
May 1958, he promised self-determination
for Algeria. Despite fierce resistance from
the colons, de Gaulle arranged talks with
the rebels that led to independence on July 3, 1962.
The price of freedom had been eight years of war-
fare and more than 1 million deaths.

Ghana
In Africa south of the Sahara, mass indepen-

dence movements pressured the colonial powers to
relinquish control. Great Britain’s richest colony,
the Gold Coast, traveled a relatively easy road to
independence, raising the hopes of other African
nations for a smooth transition.

Before World War II ended, the British had
begun to give the Africans of the Gold Coast more
political rights. By then, well-educated African
leaders had organized an independence movement.
In 1947 the group asked the political activist
Kwame Nkrumah (kwah•may ehn•KROO•muh)
to lead them. Three years later, Nkrumah led a 
general strike, in which a large number of workers
pressured the British for independence.

For his role in the strike, Nkrumah was jailed,
but his efforts were effective. He soon moved from
his jail cell to head a new government. In 1957 the

Gold Coast, now renamed Ghana, became the first
African nation south of the Sahara to gain full inde-
pendence after World War II.

The Nkrumah years came to represent the best
and the worst in African leadership after indepen-
dence. Ghana got off to a strong start, exporting
cocoa, gold, and diamonds. It also had a skilled
labor force. The Nkrumah government, however,
mismanaged the economy. After Nkrumah was
ousted by the army in 1966, one regime after anoth-
er ruled Ghana, forcing the nation into a slow
decline.

Guinea
Nationalist movements also took hold in

France’s African colonies south of the Sahara.
Seeking to head off another “Algeria-like” conflict,
France’s President de Gaulle in 1958 proposed the
creation of a French Community. Under this plan,
France’s African colonies south of the Sahara could
choose to remain linked to France, with their foreign
and economic policies under French control. The
other option was for them to become completely
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Kwame Nkrumah celebrates independence. Ten
years of struggle had won freedom for Ghana

and inspired other African nations to form national movements.
What led to Nkrumah’s loss of power in Ghana?

History
Visualizing



independent—with no economic support from
France.

Only Guinea (GIH•nee) under its nationalist
leader, Ahmed Sékou Touré (ah•MEHD SEH•koo
TOO•ray), wanted full independence. De Gaulle
swiftly ordered all French officials out of Guinea
and vowed not to help the new nation. The Soviet
Union, however, promised aid to the new nation.

In a world dominated by the cold war, Sékou
Touré’s link to the Soviets angered de Gaulle, who
feared that other African colonies would follow
suit. To prevent this, France gave its remaining
African colonies independence in 1960, this time
with French help.

Nigeria
In the West African country of Nigeria, Africa’s

most populous nation, few Europeans had settled
during the period of British colonial rule. The 
path to independence was therefore easier there
than in the colonies that had sizable European
minorities. With little resistance, the Nigerians won
independence from Great Britain in 1960. Creating

a stable democratic nation was far more difficult,
however.

Because Nigeria was contained within old
colonial boundaries, the country’s population con-
sisted of 250 ethnic groups speaking 395 languages,
as well as 3 major religious groups. Muslims dom-
inated the north, followers of traditional African
religions the east, and Christians the west. From
1960 to 1965, first one group, then another seized
control of the central government.

By the mid-1960s, ethnic conflict drove the Ibo
to set up the independent Republic of Biafra in the
eastern part of Nigeria. After the creation of Biafra,
civil war ravaged Nigeria for three years, killing
more than 600,000. About 2 million Biafrans died of
hunger as a result of the fighting. Biafra surren-
dered in January 1970. The Nigerian government
then turned to rebuilding the country, developing
the nation’s rich oil reserves.

Congo
By the late 1950s the vast Belgian Congo in cen-

tral Africa was ready for change. Belgian authorities,
however, responded slowly to the independence
movement and imprisoned nationalist leaders who
demanded radical changes. Following riots in 1959,
however, Belgium hastily granted independence in
June 1960. The new country was called Congo. In
the 1970s, it became known as Zaire.

Civil war broke out in Congo following inde-
pendence between rival political groups and differ-
ent regions. The rich copper-mining province of
Katanga (now the Shaba region) seceded from the
new nation in July 1960. UN peacekeeping forces
arrived in Congo to prevent the superpowers from
becoming involved. After settling differences with
the central government, Katanga finally returned to
Congolese rule, and UN forces withdrew in 1964.
However, conflicts among rival political and ethnic
groups continued to divide the country. Not until
General Joseph D. Mobutu became dictator in 1965
was order restored.

East Africa
After World War II, nationalism also swept the

East African countries of Uganda, Tanzania, and
Kenya, all ruled by Great Britain. Uganda, which
won independence in 1962, fell prey to ethnic con-
flicts and brutal military dictatorship.

By contrast, Tanzania, independent in 1961,
developed a stable government that followed
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Crowds in eastern Nigeria celebrate
Nigeria’s independence in 1960 with

a folk-dancing and sports festival. Why was the path to
Nigerian independence easier than that of other African
countries?

History
Visualizing



socialist principles. Kenya attracted considerable
global attention because of a combination of unique
geographic and political characteristics.

Under British colonial rule, Kenya was 
dominated by European settlers who held control
of the fertile highlands of central Kenya. The
Kikuyu, the local African ethnic group, regarded
this region as their homeland. Moreover, the
Europeans banned all Africans from owning land.
This discrimination fanned the flames of national-
ism in Kenya.

During the postwar period, the nationalist
leader Jomo Kenyatta, who had been living in Great
Britain, brought his battle for independence home
to Kenya. By this time, nationalist feelings in Kenya
had become intense. A political movement for inde-
pendence—the Kenya African Union—was formed,
and it chose Kenyatta as its president in 1947.

Meanwhile, some Kenyans had formed an
underground freedom movement, which the
Europeans called the Mau Mau. The movement
sought to unite Kenya’s many African ethnic
groups against British rule. In the early 1950s, it car-
ried out attacks on European settlers, and the
British government took military action against the
movement. British authorities jailed thousands of
nationalists, including Kenyatta, whom they
accused of leading the rebellion. By 1956, the upris-
ing had been crushed, but calls for freedom contin-
ued. The British finally granted Kenya its indepen-
dence in 1963.

Kenyatta was elected Kenya’s first president in
1964 and held office until 1978. He maintained a
free market economy and made Kenya a popular
spot for tourists and international businesses. 

Angola and Mozambique
Portugal ruled the southern African countries

of Angola and Mozambique with an iron hand.
The Portuguese, governed by a dictatorship at
home, refused to listen to nationalist demands and
created conditions for brutal uprisings.

Starting in 1961 in Angola and 1964 in
Mozambique, rebel groups waged guerrilla wars
against Portugal. For over a decade, Portuguese
troops were able to suppress the guerrillas. In 1974,
however, Portugal itself underwent a revolution
that overthrew the dictatorship. The new demo-
cratic Portuguese government, facing many prob-
lems at home, freed Angola and Mozambique in
1975. Both African countries eventually came under
Marxist governments that took complete control of
their economies.

Malawi, Zambia, 
and Zimbabwe

Throughout the late 1950s and early 1960s,
Great Britain slowly gave up control of its other
African colonies. In 1964, Nyasaland became
Malawi (mah•LAH•wee), and Northern Rhodesia
became Zambia. The future, however, remained
uncertain for Rhodesia, with 4 million Africans and
250,000 Europeans.

As European Rhodesians saw new African
nations coming into existence in the 1960s, they
formed a party called the Rhodesian Front. Two
years later, the Front took control of Rhodesian pol-
itics to keep Africans from gaining power. 

Great Britain opposed the Front’s goals and
asked that Africans be given a greater share of polit-
ical power. White Rhodesians were enraged. In
1965 Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian Smith declared
Rhodesia independent. Although most of the world
refused to recognize or trade with Rhodesia, the
country did get support from South Africa, where a
white minority also ruled.

In the 1970s, bands of guerrilla fighters began
attacking Rhodesia’s Europeans. European settlers
began to flee, and the nation’s economy was dis-
rupted. In 1979 Smith agreed to negotiate with the
African majority, and in 1980, Rhodesia—renamed
Zimbabwe—won its freedom.

South Africa
After World War II, independent South Africa

was governed by a white minority—most of British
and Afrikaner descent—that denied basic freedoms
to other minorities and the majority African popu-
lation. British and pro-British Afrikaner South
Africans controlled the government until  elections
in 1948 brought to power the nationalist Afrikaners.
The nationalist Afrikaner government opposed
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The Great Zimbabwe
Having won freedom, 
many African nations took

new names with great meaning for their people.
Zimbabwe, for example, refers to the 1,000-year-
old city of Great Zimbabwe. Massive, protective
stone walls gave the city its name—zimbabwe—
which means “stone enclosure.”



South Africa’s remaining ties to Great Britain and
had a strong belief in its divine right to rule the
country. Committed to white supremacy, the
nationalist Afrikaners legalized and strengthened a
policy of racial separation between blacks and
whites called apartheid.

Enforcement of Apartheid
Under apartheid—meaning “apartness”—white,

black, and mixed races were strictly segregated. Black
South Africans suffered the worst under this legal-
ized segregation. Apartheid laws defined whom
blacks could marry and where they could travel, eat,
and go to school. Blacks could not vote or own prop-
erty. To enforce segregation, the government moved
thousands of blacks to desolate rural areas called
“homelands,” where jobs and food were scarce.
Those who were able to get low-paying jobs in the
cities were forced to live in wretched, fenced-in
townships, like Soweto, on the outskirts of
Johannesburg. Blacks had to carry identity cards at
all times. Under the repressive police state, blacks
could be jailed indefinitely without cause.

African Resistance
Black nationalist groups, such as the African

National Congress (ANC), peacefully demanded
reforms, but the government refused. By the 1960s
ANC leader Nelson Mandela was leading a mili-
tary operation to press for change. In 1962 he was
jailed on charges of treason, becoming a symbol of
the struggle for freedom in South Africa.

International criticism of apartheid led to South
Africa’s increasing political isolation from the 1960s
to the 1980s. South Africa, for example, was not
welcome in the Commonwealth of Nations, the
United Nations, and the Olympics. Many nations
eventually imposed sanctions on South Africa,
moves designed to hurt South Africa’s economy.
Within South Africa itself, massive protests devel-
oped after police fired on a student march in the
black township of Soweto in 1976. During the
1980s, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the head of
South Africa’s Anglican Church, emerged as a
major advocate of nonviolence and interracial rec-
onciliation in the struggle against apartheid. In
1984 he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.
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Main Idea
1. Use a chart like the one below

to show how one country in
North Africa, in East Africa,
and in South Africa achieved
independence.

Recall
2. Define colons, general strike,

apartheid.
3. Identify Muammar al-Qaddafi,

Kwame Nkrumah, Ahmed Sékou
Touré, Jomo Kenyatta, Nelson
Mandela, Desmond Tutu.

Critical Thinking
4. Applying Information How

did populations of European
descent affect African national-
ist movements?

Understanding Themes
5. Nationalism What impact did

nationalist movements have on
Africa after World War II?

Smoke rises from a burn-
ing tanker, set aflame by

rioting students in Soweto, outside
Johannesburg, South Africa. What condi-
tions in Soweto led to student protests and
riots?
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Visualizing
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B
y the year 2000, Africa had experi-
enced both setbacks and gains.
Beginning in the early 1980s, devastat-

ing droughts ravaged large areas of the continent.
The ups and downs of the world economy as well
as political and ethnic conflict also negatively
affected African nations.

Still there were reasons for celebration. Since
the late 1970s, three new nations had emerged—
Zimbabwe and Namibia in southern Africa (1980
and 1990), and Eritrea in the northeastern part of
the continent (1993). Progress also was made in set-
tling some of the civil wars that ravaged the conti-
nent. The most remarkable achievement was the
end of apartheid in the Republic of South Africa.

North Africa
The 1980s and 1990s saw widespread economic

and political unrest in the North African countries
of Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia. A soaring popu-
lation and increased industrialization led to the
growth of the cities. Urban growth rates were fur-
ther heightened as people from the countryside
crowded into urban areas in hope of finding food,
shelter, and work. When governments proved
unable to provide decent housing and steady jobs,
many people turned to radical political movements
in an effort to solve their problems.

Algeria
The greatest challenge to established govern-

ment in the region took place in Algeria. In a free
election in 1992, the people of Algeria elected to the
national legislature a majority of members who
favored strict application of Islamic laws and val-
ues. The more secular government, however,
ignored the election results and dissolved the legis-
lature. Military leaders then took control of Algeria.
They banned the Islamic movement and arrested
many of its members.

            Daniel T. arap Moi
becomes president of Kenya.

1978             African National Congress
wins South Africa’s first open, 
multiracial elections.

1994

1970 1980 20001990

> Terms to Define
genocide, clan

> People to Meet
Abdelaziz Bouteflica, Hassan II,
Mohammed VI, Mobutu Sese Seko,
Olusegum Obasanjo, Laurent Kabila,
Daniel T. arap Moi, Nelson Mandela,
Thabo Mbeki

> Places to Locate
Namibia, Eritrea, Libya, Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Somalia

Fidele Nshogoza had been monitoring gorillas
for 18 years. In the gorilla parks of the Virunga
volcano range of east central Africa, he worked to
prevent war and poaching from wiping out the ani-

mals he loved. “Gorillas are bet-
ter than us,” he explained.
“They are peaceful. They have
no tribes. When they fight it is
for good reason.” Fidele knew
the horror of warfare. An ethnic
Hutu, he fled over the volcanoes
after the 1994 Tutsi victory. Two
of his children almost died in a
refugee camp—one of seven huge
camps in Zaire [now the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo] that sheltered more than
700,000 ethnic Hutu.

—adapted from “Gorillas and
Humans: An Uneasy Truce,” by
Paul F. Salopek in National
Geographic, October 1995.
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Hutu children in a
refugee camp

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Different kinds of governments
ruled in Africa from the 1970s to the 1990s.



Fighting soon developed between the govern-
ment and the Islamic opposition. By 1999, more
than 70,000 people had been killed. In that year,
however, newly elected President Abdelaziz
Bouteflica sought reconciliation and promised new
legislative elections. The guerrillas called off their
uprising and promised to cooperate.

Morocco, Tunisia, and Libya
During the 1980s and 1990s, Morocco and

Tunisia had strong, stable governments. Morocco,
however, seized neighboring West Sahara despite
opposition from many West Saharans. A UN-backed
vote, set for 2000, was expected to determine the ter-
ritory’s future. In 1999, Morocco’s King Hassan II,
who had ruled for 38 years, died and was succeeded
by his reform-minded son Mohammed VI.

Meanwhile, the ruler of Libya, Muammar al-
Qaddafi, accused the West of plotting against him.
The West in turn claimed that Qadaffi was backing
terrorism. In 1999, Libya agreed to turn over two

fugitives accused of blowing up a Pan Am airliner in
1988. By this gesture, Qadaffi hoped to improve rela-
tions with the West.

Nigeria
After independence, Nigeria and other nations

in West Africa faced political conflicts and econom-
ic hardships. Some relied on military leaders or
one-party systems to maintain order. By the late
1980s, a trend toward democracy and stability had
emerged in the region. Nigeria, the most populous
West African country, continued to remain under
military rule, however. After the Biafran war of the
1960s, Nigeria’s military leaders worked to rebuild
the country. They relied on oil for economic 
prosperity. As oil prices rose in the 1970s, Nigeria
grew wealthy. Its military leaders set as their goals
industrial development, new schools, improved
transportation, and development programs to raise
the standard of living of all Nigerians.

of theof the
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Toward a New Africa
Beyond independence, African nations work

to promote economic growth, while preserving
cultural traditions and developing democracy.

An earth satellite station 30 miles
(48 km) from Nairobi, Kenya, signals
Africa’s connection to the telecom-
munications revolution.



Hopes for progress, however, were dashed by
instability in the global oil market and government
mismanagement of the economy. During the 1980s
and 1990s, pro-democracy groups called for an end
to military rule. Although promising to work for
reform, the government of ruthless military dicta-
tor Sani Abachi instead ignored election results and
cracked down on its opponents. In 1997, it even
brought treason charges against exiled writer Wole
Soyinka, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature.

After Abachi’s death, in 1998, Nigeria made the
transition from military to civilian rule. In 1999
democratic elections were held, and Olusegum
Obasanjo was elected president.

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo

From the 1970s to the 1990s Congo continued
under the rule of Mobutu, who took the name

Mobutu Sese Seko and changed the country’s
name to Zaire. During his rule, copper prices rose
and fell, bringing a boom and then a decline to
Zaire’s economy. Meanwhile, Mobutu ruled as a
dictator, stole from the country’s resources, and
banned rival political groups.

Angered by Mobutu’s misrule, guerrilla forces
led by Laurent Kabila began a rebellion in late
1996. During the next several months, they took
control of most of Zaire with little opposition from
demoralized government forces. In May 1997,
Mobutu gave up power and fled abroad. Kabila’s
forces then entered the capital, Kinshasa, where he
named himself the new leader and changed the
country’s name to the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. Kabila promised that there would be eventu-
al elections, but his commitment to democracy was
held in question when he banned political parties.

In 1998 rebels tried to overthrow Kabila. In 
an effort to try to end the conflict, peace talks 
began in 1999.
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REFLECTING ON THE TIMES

1. In what ways could the connection to global
telecommunications affect African economies?
Cultural traditions?

2. Why are export products key to economic
development?

Tea pickers toil on a plantation in
Kenya. Tea is one of Kenya’s chief
cash crops and a major export.

Modern office buildings
rise above a newly built
monument and public 
garden in Pretoria, South
Africa.



East Africa
In East Africa, ethnic unrest tore apart some

countries. Others, however, enjoyed political stability.
Uganda, after a period of harsh rule in the 1970s
under dictator Idi Amin, moved toward a one-party
system that at the same time encouraged free 
enterprise. Uganda’s southern neighbor, Tanzania,
combined a tradition of stable government with
socialism. Economic difficulties in the 1990s, how-
ever, moved Tanzania toward free enterprise.

Kenya
From the early 1960s to the late 1970s, Kenya

enjoyed political stability and economic prosperity
under a one-party system. After President Kenyat-
ta’s death in 1978, Daniel T. arap Moi became the
leader. In the 1980s, Moi dealt harshly with political
opponents wanting a multiparty system. A decade
later, he allowed a multiparty election in which he
won endorsement. However, critics charged that the
elections were not free or fair. In 1997 a powerful
reform movement led by opposition politicians,
human rights activists, and Christian and Muslim
religious leaders pressured Moi to carry out genuine

democratic reforms. Moi was reelected in 1998 but
under questionable circumstances.

Rwanda and Burundi
During the 1990s, ethnic tensions in Rwanda

and Burundi led to violent conflict. Most people in
Rwanda and Burundi belong to the Hutu and the
Tutsi ethnic groups. The Hutu are the largest group
in both countries. Under Belgian colonial rule, the
Tutsi were favored over the Hutu. Since the inde-
pendence of Rwanda and Burundi in 1962, the Hutu
have worked to regain power.

In 1994 the Hutu-led Rwandan government bat-
tled Tutsi-led guerrillas. In a genocide, or the delib-
erate killing of a racial or cultural group, Hutu forces
killed more than 500,000 people, mostly Tutsi, before
the Tutsi guerrillas declared victory. Another 2 mil-
lion people fled Rwanda and settled in camps on the
border of Zaire and neighboring countries.

In 1996, conflict broke out in Burundi between
the Tutsi-led government and Hutu rebels.
Meanwhile, about 1.2 million Rwandan Hutu
refugees in eastern Zaire faced mass starvation as
ethnic and political conflict erupted in that country.
Another human catastrophe was avoided when
hundreds of thousands of refugees voluntarily
returned to Rwanda. In 1997, tribunals in Tanzania
and Rwanda began bringing to justice people
accused of participating in the 1994 genocide.

Ethiopia and Somalia
In Ethiopia, military leaders in 1974 ousted

Emperor Haile Selassie I and installed a Marxist dicta-
torship. The new leaders carried out land reforms, but
killed many of their opponents. These actions led to
civil war and movements for independence in the
regions of Tigre and Eritrea.

By the early 1990s, civil war and drought led to the
fall of the dictatorship. In 1991, rebel forces took con-
trol and moved Ethiopia toward democracy. As a
result of this victory, Eritrea became independent in
1993.

Since 1998, Eritrea and Ethiopia have been waging
a brutal war over disputed territory. Tens of thousands
of people have died in the war, and hundreds of thou-
sands of people have been displaced.

Drought and civil war also ravaged Ethiopia’s
neighbor, Somalia. There, in the 1980s, rival clans,
or groups of people related to one another, fought
for control of the government. When a drought
struck a few years later, many Somalis starved.
Other countries sent food, but the fierce fighting
kept much of it from reaching the starving.

In 1992, a UN-sponsored coalition of military
forces led by the United States arrived in Somalia to
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Nelson Mandela served as president of
South Africa from 1994 until 1999.

What event in 1994 was a turning point in South Africa’s 
history?

History
Visualizing



protect relief organizations that were distributing
food to needy Somalis. A year later, UN forces
replaced most of the coalition troops. Tensions
heightened when fighting broke out between the
UN soldiers and the forces of one of the Somali clan
leaders. By 1995, foreign troops, including United
States forces, had withdrawn from Somalia after the
worst of the famine had ended, and rival clan lead-
ers had signed a peace settlement. Continued fight-
ing, however, delayed progress toward stability.

South Africa
From the 1970s to the 1990s, South Africa and

its neighbors Mozambique, Angola, and Zimbabwe
experienced many sweeping changes. After a peri-
od of civil wars between Marxist and non-Marxist
groups, Mozambique, Angola, and Zimbabwe
moved toward peace and gradually abandoned
socialism for free enterprise.

In South Africa, mounting pressure from the
antiapartheid movement and from foreign coun-
tries brought a gradual end to apartheid. During
the 1980s, the white-dominated South African gov-
ernment lifted the ban on interracial marriage, and
the nation’s sizable population of Asian and mixed-
race people won voting rights.

In February 1990, South African President 
F. W. de Klerk surprised the world by releasing the
black nationalist leader Nelson Mandela from
prison. During the next few years, the South African
government repealed the remaining apartheid laws.
Talks began in 1992 between white and black politi-
cal groups that paved the way for a constitution,
ending apartheid, and granting political equality to
all South Africans regardless of race. A year later,
black South Africans won full voting rights.

In April 1994, South Africa held its first election
open to all races. The African National Congress
won nearly two-thirds of the seats in the national
legislature, and the legislature then elected Nelson
Mandela president. Mandela recognized the impor-
tance of reconciling racial and ethnic groups and
bridging the social and economic gap that separat-
ed white and nonwhite South Africans. He faced
the challenge of raising the standard of living of
disadvantaged South Africans while maintaining
economic growth.

In 1997 South Africa began to prepare for a
transition of power from Mandela to his successor.
Thabo Mbeki was elected president in 1999, and
the African National Congress again won just
under two-thirds of the legislative seats.  
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to identify the kinds of
government that ruled Africa
from the 1970s to 1990s.

Recall
2. Define genocide, clan.
3. Identify Abdelaziz Bouteflica,

Hassan II, Mohammed VI,
Mobutu Sese Seko, Daniel T.
arap Moi, Olusegum Obasanjo,
Laurent Kabila, Nelson 
Mandela, Thabo Mbeki.

Critical Thinking
4. Synthesize If you were a 

citizen of South Africa today,
how would you describe recent
political and social changes
there? 

Understanding Themes
5. Change What worldwide 

factors do you think account
for a growing trend toward
democracy and free enterprise
in Africa? 

United 
States

United States, 1966
Kwanzaa is a holiday based on a traditional 
African harvest festival. Developed in the United 
States in 1966  by Maulana Karenga, an African 
American cultural leader, Kwanzaa begins on 
December 26 and lasts for seven days. Each day is 
dedicated to one of the seven principles of African 
American culture that Karenga established. African 
American families celebrate Kwanzaa by lighting 
candles and exchanging gifts. 

Kwanzaa Celebrates 
African American 
Culture

AROUND THE

Kinds of Government in Africa
1970s – 1990s

SECTION 2 ASSESSMENT



Writing a research report is a complex
task. There are tools to use, skills to
master, and steps to follow.

Learning the Skill
Select a topic that interests you. Brain-

storming, skimming books and magazines, and
talking with classmates can help.

Do preliminary research to determine
whether your topic is too broad or too specific.
Suppose you’ve chosen “Problems Facing Africa
Today.” The library’s computers list more than
100 books on this topic. A more manageable topic
might be: “Environmental Problems in the
Sahara.”

As early as possible, write a statement defin-
ing what you want to prove, discover, or illus-
trate in your report. For this topic, your statement
might be: “Deforestation is the greatest environ-
mental threat to North Africa.”

• Prepare to do research. Formulate a list of
main idea questions.

• Research your topic and take notes. At the
library, use the computerized referral 
service to find suitable research sources.
Note cards are a great tool for preparing a
research report. They let you record and
combine related facts and ideas from sev-
eral sources. Prepare note cards on each
main idea question listing the source
information. Keep all the facts for each
main idea together.

• Organize your information. Build an out-
line or another kind of organizer to follow
in writing a rough draft.

• Write a rough draft. A research report
should have three main parts: the intro-
duction, the body, and the conclusion. The
introduction briefly presents the topic and
gives your thesis statement. The body
develops the important ideas in your
argument. Connect these ideas with tran-
sitions. The conclusion summarizes and
restates your findings.

Write the rough draft as quickly as possible
without editing. Imagine that you are explaining
your findings and ideas to an interested listener.

Revise the draft into a final report. Put it
away for a day or so; then reread it with the cold,
clear eye of an editor. Does the report have a clear
structure—an introduction, a body, and a conclu-
sion? Does the body contain all the main ideas
arranged logically? Are there transitions to lead
the reader from one thought to
the next? If not, revise it and
repeat the writing process.
Correct spelling, punctua-
tion, and grammar.
Finally, make a clean
copy.

Practicing the Skill
Suppose you are writing a

report on recent changes in South
Africa. Answer the following questions about the
writing process.
1. How could you narrow this topic?
2. What are three main idea questions to use?
3. Name three possible sources of information.
4. What are the next two steps in the process of

writing a research report?

Applying the Skill
Choose a topic and prepare note cards.

Continue your research on this topic, organize
your information, and write a short report.

For More Practice
Turn to the Skill Practice in the Chapter

Assessment on page 947.

Writing a Research Report

Study and WritingStudy and Writing
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The Glencoe Skillbuilder
Interactive Workbook, Level 2
provides instruction and practice 
in key social studies skills.
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A
frican nations have seen enormous
changes in less than half a century. In
that short time, a largely rural conti-

nent has become increasingly urban, with ties to all
parts of the globe. By the mid-1990s, African
economies were growing at an average rate of nearly
5 percent, faster than for two decades. Africa also has
become an international force, wielding more than a
third of the votes in the United Nations General
Assembly. In 1997 Kofi Annan, a career diplomat
from the West African nation of Ghana, became sec-
retary-general of the United Nations. He is the first
African from south of the Sahara to serve in the post.

Search for Unity
After the excitement of independence celebra-

tions had passed, Africa’s new nations entered a
difficult period. Many of them adopted the political
borders that had been drawn by the colonial pow-
ers. These boundaries divided people with similar
customs and faiths. Old ruling families and ethnic
groups began to struggle for power, and civil wars
erupted in many places.

National Unity
African politicians and parliaments were

unable to stop the violence that sprang from these
ethnic divisions. At first, many leaders in Africa
governed through political systems inherited from
their colonial predecessors—systems that were
unfamiliar to many Africans. Often these systems
did not work for African countries in the postinde-
pendence years. All too often, a nation’s most pow-
erful group, the military, stepped in to restore order.

By the 1970s, military leaders or one-party dic-
tatorships ruled about half of Africa’s newly freed
nations. In some, like Nigeria, dividing strong
regional groups into smaller states helped to break
down some regional rivalry. By the late 1980s, how-
ever, military rule and one-party political systems

              Famine ravages
Ethiopia, Somalia, and other
areas of Africa.

1980s             A trend develops in 
Africa toward democracy
and free enterprise.

1990s            African nations form
Organization of African Unity (OAU).

1963

1945 20001973

> Terms to Define
Pan-Africanism, cash crop, subsistence
farmer, desertification, literacy rate, 
negritude

> People to Meet
Kofi Annan, Léopold Sédar Senghor

> Places to Locate
the Sahel

The Sahara has its own voices. The abrupt
changes from darkness to daylight are often
accompanied by the shattering of the desert rocks,
with a grating sound or a loud noise. Even the
sand dunes talk: wind or even the pressure of a
human foot will cause shocks and tremblings;
then the countless grains of sand, rubbing gently
together, will make a strange snoring noise. 

According to legend, these mysterious noises
are the bursts of laugh-
ter of a genie named
Rul—the bad angel of
strayed travelers. When
the wanderer has lost
his way, when fatigue
and thirst begin to con-
fuse the mind, then the
traveler is tormented by
“the laughter of Rul.”

—adapted from Sahara,
the Great Desert, Emile
Felix Gautier, 1935

S e c t i o n 3

Africa’s Challenge

S
The
toryteller

Desert oasis

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Modern African nations have
faced multiple challenges in their quest for
political and economic development.



had failed to fulfill their promises of order and eco-
nomic progress. They were in decline in certain coun-
tries of Africa. Meanwhile, the end of the cold war
and the collapse of the Soviet Union discredited the
socialist economic model once popular among many
African leaders. By the mid-1990s, some African
countries had adopted multiparty systems and free
enterprise approaches to economic development.

Pan-Africanism
Through a movement called Pan-Africanism,

African leaders have sought to promote coopera-
tion among all nations of the continent. In 1963, 32
African nations formed the Organization of Af-
rican Unity (OAU) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Al-
though the original vision of creating a United
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The Kenyatta
Conference Center,

named after Jomo Kenyatta—Kenya’s
first president, reflects the rapid growth
and modernity of Nairobi, Kenya’s capi-
tal. Founded in the late 1890s as a small
railway settlement, Nairobi today is a
busy metropolis of more than 1.5 million
people. What major goal has been set by the
Organization of African Unity?

History
Visualizing

States of Africa failed, the OAU did help
to build a strong African identity and
establish defense and health policies.

Since its founding, the OAU has
increased its influence in African and
global affairs. During the 1970s and
1980s, member nations of the OAU
pledged to remain neutral in cold war
politics. To rid Africa of colonialism, the
OAU backed nationalist movements in
Angola, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe.
As part of this undertaking, OAU mem-
bers put pressure on white-ruled South
Africa to end apartheid. A major

achievement of the OAU during this period was the
settlement of border disputes among member states.

In addition to working through the OAU, 
African states have cooperated on a regional level.
In 1996, the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) provided a 10,000-strong peace-
keeping force to implement a cease-fire between
warring groups in the West African nation of
Liberia. Their efforts helped end a seven-year civil
war that had killed 150,000 of Liberia’s 2.4 million
people and had left the country in ruins.

As they look to the twenty-first century, the
OAU and other African organizations have set as
their major goal Africa’s economic growth and
development. Member states of the OAU eventually
plan to create an all-African free trade area.

Economic Development
In addition to creating a united continent, post-

independence leaders of Africa worked to build
strong economies in their nations. To move Africa’s
rural economies into the world of mining, manu-
facturing, and service industries, millions of people

Student Web Activity 34

Visit the World History: The Human Experience Web 
site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click on 
Chapter 34—Student Web Activities for an activity 
relating to the Organization of African Unity.

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/chapter34/webact.html
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had to learn to read and write. Workers who made
a living with their hands had to learn to operate
machines in factories. Governments had to repair
aging phone lines, railroads, and highways.
Tanzania’s President Julius Nyerere in the 1960s
stated, “While the great powers are trying to get to
the moon, we are trying to get to the village.”

Legacy of Colonialism
After independence, most African countries

suffered from the economies created by colonial
rule. As you remember from Chapter 27, Europeans
obtained raw materials in Africa for their home
industries and developed little industry in Africa.
Under colonial rule, some Africans worked on
European-owned plantations that produced cash
crops, or crops grown for profit and exported.
Most, however, were subsistence farmers, who
grew only enough food to meet the needs of a fam-
ily or village.

After independence, African leaders tried to
remedy the imbalance between farming and indus-
try. Many African countries were rich in one or two
key resources or crops, but their economies could
not provide the basic needs of their populations.

One-product economies, such as Ghana with cocoa
and Burundi with coffee, were constantly at the
mercy of changing prices for products on world
markets. In addition, internal conflicts left 
some countries with ruined land and heavy war
debts.

Economic Challenges
To bring economic advancement, African lead-

ers decided to push the export of cash crops and
raw materials while promoting industrialization. A
lack of capital, skilled workers, and transportation
systems, however, stood in the way of industrial
growth. Seeking to overcome these obstacles,
African countries turned to foreign governments
and banks for loans to build factories, airports, har-
bors, and roads.

Reliance on foreign aid, however, provoked dif-
ferent reactions among Africans. Some nations fol-
lowed a capitalist model and developed close ties
with the West. Resource-rich nations, such as
Nigeria with its oil wealth, tried to fund develop-
ment from their exports of minerals and other 
raw materials. To assert their sovereignty, other 
nations decided to organize various kinds of 
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The Moving Sahara

Deep in the Sahara, ancient rock paint-
ings show grazing cattle and grasses where

now there is only rock and sand.
In recent times, farmers also
grazed cattle in areas bordering
the Sahara. But now those grass-
lands too are giving way to desert.

Before Africa was colonized,
farmers cultivated fields until the
soil was exhausted. When they
moved to new plots of land, they
let the old ones lie fallow, replen-
ishing the soil. Under colonialism,

better medical care caused a population
boom and a growing demand for food.
Europeans pushed Africans to grow big cash
crops for export. 

Destruction of the land increased.
Farmers cut down trees to open up new
fields and farmed land year after year with-
out allowing the fields to lie fallow. Droughts
in the 1980s brought disaster. People had to
use grains for food instead of for seed. With-
out plants to anchor the soil, tons of topsoil
washed or blew away. The mixture of over-
farming, overgrazing, cutting trees, and
drought pushed the Sahara south as fast as
90 miles (145 km) a year.

The solution to this problem lies with
individual farmers. By planting trees, terrac-
ing fields, and fertilizing the soil, they may
be able to slow the shifting of the Sahara.

The encroaching desert

Examine what is causing the
Sahara to spread south. Why do you
think it is difficult to get individual
farmers to change their agricultural
practices?



government-controlled economies. This turn to
socialism pleased many nationalists, who equated
capitalism with colonialism.

No matter how they organized their econ-
omies, however, many countries failed to develop
agriculture in their push to industrialize. Soon food
crops for the domestic markets began to suffer and
thousands of unskilled rural people moved to the
cities, searching in vain for jobs. With many people
out of work and unable to buy the products of new
African industries, economies suffered.

Africa’s soaring population also caused prob-
lems for economic growth. With economies geared
for export, not enough food was produced for
domestic needs. Governments had to increase bor-
rowing from foreign sources, often to buy food, and
their debts grew. As a result, not enough money
was available to develop health care, food produc-
tion, and industry necessary to improve overall
standards of living.

Disease and Famine
Disease and famine have affected parts of

Africa in recent years. Despite efforts to improve
health care, African governments have not been
able to limit the spread of AIDS. By 2000, this epi-
demic, which also has had an impact on people

elsewhere in the world, became a major
concern in Africa, where millions were
infected. African countries need massive
global assistance to deal with this health
challenge.

Severe droughts also hindered
African development, causing food 
shortages and starvation. The situation
worsened with desertification, or the
transformation of fertile areas into desert,
taking place. The most serious case of
desertification was in the Sahel, a West
African grassland bordering the Sahara,
Africa’s largest desert. In addition,
human activities, such as grazing live-
stock, planting, and harvesting trees,
exposed land in this area to erosion.

Signs of Hope
In the 1980s, Africa was a continent in

crisis. A World Bank study showed that
21 of the world’s 34 poorest countries
were in Africa. More than 60 percent of all
Africans received too little food each day,
and more than 5 million children died
every year. Relying on foreign help to
remedy these problems, sub-Saharan

African nations by the end of the 1990s were $300
billion in debt.

As a new century begins, the problems of inad-
equate food, growing populations, and foreign debt
still plague Africa, but some hopeful signs exist.
More Africans than ever are attending school.
Literacy rates, or the percentages of people who
can read and write, have risen. Through education,
many Africans are developing the skills needed to
improve their standard of living.

In various parts of the continent, Africans are
cooperating to improve their economies. To break
their dependency on foreign countries, some
African nations have formed regional associations
that promote trade and economic contacts. An
example of this type of organization is the
Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS), in which a number of West African
nations have agreed to barter among themselves,
trading products for oil instead of for scarce cash. In
late 1992 Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni
expressed a viewpoint that had become increasing-
ly widespread in Africa: “We have to go back to the
year 1500 [prior to colonialism], where we left off
building an African economy, able to produce its
own food, its own tools, its own weapons.… In
short, we have to rely on ourselves.”
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The education of children like these kinder-
garten students in Angola is the key to the

nation’s future. What is happening with literacy rates in Africa?

History
Visualizing



African Identity
In 1963 the African American poet Langston

Hughes gathered nearly 100 African poems into a
collection called Poems from Black Africa. It includes
this one by Dei-Anang, a poet and government offi-
cial in Ghana.

I love a world,
This priceless world,
Sweet home of haunting melodies
And roll of tom-toms—
My Africa.

—Michael Dei-Anang,
from the poem “My Africa”

The poetry of Dei-Anang, like that of other
Africans, had begun to rekindle a deep pride
among Africans in their heritage.

During the colonial era, Africans had learned
much, both good and bad, from Europeans. There
remained the idea, although not accepted by all Afri-
cans, that European culture was superior to African
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Main Idea
1. Use a chart like the one below

to identify challenges faced by
African nations in search of
economic development.

Recall
2. Define Pan-Africanism, 

cash crop, subsistence farmer, 
desertification, literacy rate,
negritude.

3. Identify Kofi Annan, Organiza-
tion of African Unity, Economic
Community of West African
States, Léopold Sédar Senghor. 

Critical Thinking
4. Evaluating Information

What might have happened if
African nations had grown more
food for their people instead 
of growing cash crops and
industrializing their economies?

Understanding Themes
5. Change What trend influ-

enced African political systems
by the early 1990s?

African American
children celebrate

Kwanzaa, a festival held in late
December since 1966. What is the
purpose of such poems as “My Africa”?

History
Visualizing

culture in art, music, literature, and technology. 
As independent nations emerged on the conti-

nent, many African leaders stressed the need to
take pride in Africa. In Senegal, a former French
colony, President Léopold Sédar Senghor pub-
lished poems that expressed his love of Africa.
Because Africans had never lost touch with nature,
he thought, they could help restore “a world that
has died of machines and cannons.” Senghor
helped found a poetry movement called negritude,
an effort to recapture black Africa’s past dignity.

During the decades since independence,
African artists and writers have built on this foun-
dation of pride. Theater groups, filmmakers, novel-
ists, painters, and others have explored the pain of
colonialism as well as the modern problems of cor-
ruption and hunger.

Open now to influences from around the globe,
Africans have also created exciting new art forms.
Congolese music, for instance, a mix of African,
Latin American, and Caribbean styles, brings plea-
sure and delight to people in all of Africa and
around the world.

Challenges to
Economic Development

SECTION 3 ASSESSMENT

1.

2.



Reviewing Facts
1. History Use a time line like the one below to

identify key events in the African nations’
quest for independence after World War II.

2. History Discuss the reasons for the growth of
nationalism in Africa after 1945.

3. Culture Identify the groups that pressed for
reform in Kenya during the 1990s.

4. Economics Explain the reason for Libya’s post-
war economic prosperity.

5. History Discuss the events leading to
Zimbabwe’s late independence in 1980.

6. History/Culture Describe the roles of Nelson
Mandela and Desmond Tutu in South Africa
from the 1960s to the 1990s. What was the 
outcome of their efforts?

7. History Discuss developments in Somalia dur-
ing the 1980s and early 1990s.

8. Culture Identify the changes that are occurring
in African culture.

Critical Thinking
1. Analyze What are the benefits and drawbacks

of Africa’s cultural and ethnic diversity?
2. Apply How would you solve the problem of

food shortages in various parts of Africa?
3. Analyze How did the political boundaries

drawn by European colonial powers cause

Using Key Terms
Write the key term that completes each sentence. 
Then write a sentence for each term not chosen.

a. general strike f. desertification
b. colons g. cash crops
c. clans h. apartheid
d. negritude i. genocide
e. Pan-Africanism j. literacy rate

1. Through the movement of ________, African
nations seek to promote oneness and coopera-
tion throughout the continent.

2. _________, or the transformation of fertile land
into desert land, affected countries near the
Sahara.

3. In 1948, the South African government began
legalizing and strengthening a policy of racial
separation known as ___________.

4. The deliberate killing of a racial, ethnic, 
or national group is known as _________.

5. _________, the percentage of people who can
read and write, has increased in Africa in 
recent years.
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Review your news clippings on
Africa. Write a short essay on the future
of an African nation. What are the chal-
lenges that your chosen nation faces?
What are the prospects for peace and
progress?

Using Your History Journal
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1945
1990

Self-Check Quiz

Visit the World History: The Human Experience
Web site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click 
on Chapter 34—Self-Check Quiz to prepare for the 
Chapter Test.

Using a Spreadsheet
Search the Internet or a
library for sources about the
independence of three African countries. Use 
a spreadsheet to organize your information.
Include headings such as name of country, 
highlights of colonial history, year of indepen-
dence, how independence was attained, current
economy, and present form of government.
Include a map showing the political borders 
of the three countries and their capitals.

Technology Activity 

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/quiz.shtml?BOOK=004&CHAPTER=34&TITLE=Africa


5. Does the conclusion restate and summarize the
thesis of the report?

Geography in History
1. Region Refer to the map below. What is the

largest uninhabited region of Africa?
2. Human/Environment Interaction Why is a nar-

row strip of land in northeast Africa heavily
populated?

3. Location The heaviest population in South
Africa is near what city?

problems for many African nations after they
gained independence?

4. Synthesize How would you respond if you
were living under the system of apartheid?

5. Apply How has migration of people from the 
countryside to cities affected many African 
countries?

6. Analyze In the photograph below Nigerian
farmers irrigate a field. How does this show the
transition to a new Africa?

Understanding Themes
1. Nationalism What was the purpose of the

African National Congress (ANC) in South
Africa?  How has its role changed since 1994?

2. Change What political changes came to Angola
and Mozambique between the 1970s and 1990s?

3. Change How has the Organization of African
Unity (OAU) affected African affairs since its
founding in 1963? 

Skill Practice
Exchange with another student the research reports
you completed in “Applying the Skill” for this chapter.
Critique the reports using the following questions. For
each question, find examples in the report and present
them to the author.

1. Does the report have an introduction, body, and
conclusion?

2. Does the introduction define the writer’s thesis
or main point of the report?

3. Is the body of the report organized in a logical
way?

4. Are there clear transitions between ideas? Give
an example of a good transition and a weak one.
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1. In the 1980s, droughts brought widespread
famine to Africa. What efforts to relieve food
shortages continue there today?

2. In 1994, power passed relatively peacefully
from the white minority government of
South Africa to a multi-racial government
that includes black South Africans. How
might the South African solution serve as a
model for solving political problems in other
countries that are torn by ethnic unrest? 
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