
            Ceylon (Sri Lanka)
becomes independent.

1948

            Cultural Revolution
begins in China.

1966             Hong Kong returns 
to Chinese rule; Asian countries 
fall into economic crisis.         

1997

                Many East Asian 
countries develop economically. 
1980s

1972 2000 1945 
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> Change Japan builds a democracy
and a strong economy. Section 1

> Revolution Communists in China
introduce socialist measures, and
then promote a limited free enter-
prise economy. Section 2

> Regionalism After decades of con-
flict and cold war tensions, North
Korea and South Korea take first
steps toward unification. Section 3

> Conflict The rise of nationalism
and cold war competition leads to
conflict in Southeast Asia. Section 4

> Diversity A diversity of religious
and ethnic groups challenges the
unity in South Asia. Section 5

> Cultural Diffusion Changing
political and economic roles open
the nations of the Pacific to other
parts of the globe. Section 6
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“My methods are old,“ declares Japanese artist Kako

Muriguchi, “but my designs are new.” Muriguchi designs inno-

vative patterns for kimonos, the traditional Japanese garment for

women. The people of Japan have such respect for his contribu-

tions to their heritage that they have declared him a “living

national treasure.” As a result of this designation, Muriguchi is

entitled to lifetime national support for his art. Like Muriguchi,

Japan and other countries in Asia have found success by com-

bining old and new. Traditional values that encourage education

and hard work, combined with modern developments, such as

computer technology, have brought prosperity to many coun-

tries in Asia since the end of World War II.

What role do the countries of Asia and the Pacific play
in the contemporary world? How have they contributed to
the world’s economy, culture, and politics since 1945?

Historical Significance
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Interview someone who migrated to
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Pacific nation, or research the culture of
an Asian or Pacific nation. Write a
short report on the cultural adjustments
a person from that nation would make to
live in the United States. 
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Hong Kong’s skyline is aglow with lights in celebration of the
territory’s return to Chinese rule on June 30, 1997. History

Visualizing
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T
he end of World War II brought dramatic
changes to Asia; Japan was stripped of
the lands it had conquered. Great

Britain, France, and the Netherlands were forced to
withdraw from their Asian colonies, and new
nations arose. Communists won control in China
and North Korea, and the cold war affected the
entire region. Out of the turmoil, vigorous industrial
powers have emerged. Japan’s transformation into
a global economic giant has been one of the most
important changes of the post-World War II era.

Occupation and Reform
Japan, a proud nation with a long history of

self-reliance, ended World War II with its pride
crushed, its economy wrecked, and its people
demoralized by the humiliating defeat. The victori-
ous countries established an occupation govern-
ment, the Supreme Command of the Allied Powers
(SCAP), to govern Japan after the war. Although
planned as a joint venture of the Allies, the occupa-
tion government became entirely a United States
enterprise, headed by General Douglas MacArthur.
The general was determined not to plant the seeds
of future war by imposing an unjust and unwork-
able system on the Japanese. MacArthur’s reform
policies affected Japan’s political and economic
spheres, and Japan made a remarkable recovery.

A New Constitution 
SCAP required Japan to adopt a new constitution

in 1947. The constitution stripped the imperial family
of its political power and gave it to the Japanese citi-
zens. No longer could Japanese emperors rule by their
claim to divine authority. Instead, Emperor Hirohito
remained in office as a symbol of the state. The con-
stitution also established a cabinet based on the
British model. Both houses of the Diet, or legislature,
were made elective, and citizens over the age of 20
could vote. A bill of rights guaranteed basic freedoms.
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> Terms to Define
gross domestic product, pollution, sect,
quota

> People to Meet
Douglas MacArthur, Hirohito 

> Places to Locate
Tokyo, Kobe

             Japan has one of the world‘s
most successful economies.

1980s             Severe earthquake
strikes Kobe area. 

1995            Japan adopts 
democratic constitution.

1947

1945 20001972

Kyoichi Tabuchi’s plane landed in Bangkok,
the city he would now call home. He had accepted
a position as manager of an industrial complex.
The Thai government eagerly received Tabuchi
and his fellow Japanese for establishing economic
opportunities. The age of Heisei, or peaceful
achievement, had begun. Japan’s economy was
booming; her industry was welcomed throughout
the region she had occupied militarily just 50
years earlier. As Tabuchi drove to the Japanese

district, he
heard the radio
play a song that
clearly defined
the beneficial
situation: “The
Samurai Are
Here.”

—adapted from
“Japan’s Sun
Rises Over the
Pacific,” National
Geographic,
November, 1995, 
Arthur Zich 
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S
The
toryteller

Ascendant electronics

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Certain factors have con-
tributed to the economic success of Japan.



The new constitution included an unusual pro-
vision. Article 9 barred Japan from all warfare
except for defense—”The Japanese people forever
renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation….
Land, sea, and air forces, as well as other war
potential, will never be maintained.” SCAP hoped
that this would prevent Japan from ever threaten-
ing its neighbors again. The United States agreed to
protect Japan militarily. In the late 1990s, the United
States still had troops—47,000 in all—stationed on
Japanese territory, most of them on the island of
Okinawa. This military arrangement enabled Japan
to concentrate more of its resources on consumer
goods than on military equipment. It also reassured
other nations of the region who feared the revival of
a militarily strong Japan. 

Economic Reform
SCAP also set out to decentralize Japanese agri-

culture and industry. Landlords not living on their
property could own only 2.5 acres (1.1 ha) of land.
The law required them to sell off holdings above
this figure at very low prices. Those who actually
farmed the soil were permitted to own up to 7.5
acres (3.1 ha). Decentralization changed the face of
Japanese agriculture, resulting in the transfer of
more than 5 million acres (2 million ha). Although
Japanese farmers have prospered, small-scale farm-
ing has been costly and inefficient. Today, the
Japanese government subsidizes farmers by buying
their crops at high prices to cover farmers’ costs
and then resells the crops to consumers at a loss.

SCAP took steps to decentralize the zaibatsu,
the giant industrial and banking organizations that
controlled Japanese industry. General MacArthur
believed that removal of zaibatsu control would pre-
vent Japan from rearming. The Korean War, how-
ever, led the United States to change this 
policy and gave renewed life to Japan’s large indus-
trial organizations. It was hoped by the United
States that a strong Japanese economy would help
contain the spread of communism in Asia. 

Japan’s Dramatic Recovery
Japan’s shattered economy recovered quickly

in the early 1950s with assistance from the United
States. The Korean War created a vast need for all
kinds of war supplies, ranging from trucks to uni-
forms and medical supplies. To have sources of
supply close at hand, the United States poured $3.5
billion into Japan—an amount nearly equal to what

the United States gave Germany under the
Marshall Plan. The United States also provided
training in management skills so that Japan was
able to rebuild its factories to the latest standards.
Japanese shipbuilders, car manufacturers, electron-
ics and pharmaceutical industries all benefited
from American aid and later became major leaders
in the global economy.

As part of its recognition of Japan’s support to
the United States during the Korean War, a formal
peace treaty with Japan was reached in 1951 and
the American occupation of Japan ended.

Government-Business Cooperation
The Japanese government and Japan’s well-

educated workforce took advantage of the boom
created by the United States. Although Japan had to
import most of its raw materials, the Japanese econ-
omy expanded quickly. Japan’s engineers, man-
agers, and laborers worked hard to boost the coun-
try’s prosperity. The Japanese government worked
closely with large corporations to plan and promote
industrial growth. They brought vision to long-
range planning and then followed through on their
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Japan’s Emperor Hirohito (center)
reigned from 1926 until his death in

1989. His son, Akihito, succeeded him. What changes
came to Japan’s government during the late 1940s?
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Visualizing



decisions. For example, in the late 1950s govern-
ment and industry agreed to invest heavily in
research and development in the home electronics
field. By the early 1970s, Japanese radios, televi-
sions, stereos, and other items were challenging
American dominance in the world market.

Similarly, the Japanese government and indus-
trial leaders targeted the automobile industry as
one they thought could help bring prosperity to
Japan. The government helped fund researchers
who developed dependable, high-mileage automo-
biles. Managers and laborers worked together to
develop newer and more efficient production tech-
niques. As a result of these innovations, Japan
began producing high-quality cars at competitive
prices, and sales of Japanese automobiles around
the world soared. Japan increased its share of world
automobile production from 3 percent in 1960 to a
full 29 percent in 1980.

By 1980 Japan had one of the world’s most suc-
cessful economies. Although only as big as Califor-
nia, Japan’s gross domestic product (GDP)—the sum
value of all goods and services it produced—was
about half that of the United States. Its per capita
GDP, the amount of production per individual, was
among the highest in the industrialized world.

Japan’s rapid growth continued through the
1980s. Between 1988 and 1992, the annual growth
rate was 5 percent, one of the highest rates in the
world. Japanese businesses invested heavily overseas
in real estate, banks, and factories.

In 1997, a severe economic slump affected
Japan and several other Asian nations. Because of
Japan’s role as a major lending nation, Japanese
banks were especially hard hit. Japanese companies
also faced losses, and unemployment increased.
Concerned about the global impact of the economic

crisis, the United States and other industrial nations
urged Japan to stimulate its economy by cutting
taxes and ending regulations that restricted pro-
duction and trade.

Side Effects of Growth
Like many other industrialized countries, post-

war Japan had solid economic growth that raised
the standard of living of its citizens. However, the
spread of industry also caused environmental dam-
age. Japan’s industries clustered along a narrow
coastal belt between the city of Tokyo and the
southernmost Japanese island, Kyushu. Along with
industry came a dense concentration of people and
automobiles and pollution, or the release of impure
or poisonous substances into land, water, and air. In
addition, rapid industrial development had created
severe housing shortages in urban areas.
Government and business leaders began to take
steps to balance industrial growth with environ-
mental protection.  

Politics and Government
Until recently, Japan’s economic growth had

been bolstered by an extraordinary level of political
stability. From 1955 to 1993, one political party
dominated the Japanese government. Despite its
name, the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) is a con-
servative, pro-business party that has had broad
Japanese support. The LDP has traditionally been
strong among Japan’s farming population, but it
also receives heavy financial support from the
country’s large corporations. Voters liked the
party’s dependability, especially during the uncer-
tainty of the cold war.
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Production of automo-
biles became the heart

of Japan’s industrial expansion in the
1960s. How fast did Japanese auto produc-
tion grow?
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In 1993, Japanese voters voted out the scandal-
weakened LDP. With the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the end of the cold war, it seemed safe to
support the chief opposition party, the Social
Democratic Party of Japan (SDPJ). The splintered
SDPJ was forced to form a coalition government
and to include many LDP leaders in the cabinet.

Because of its political diversity, the new gov-
ernment had difficulty steering Japan through a
number of crises. In January 1995, a severe earth-
quake struck the area around the port city of Kobe.
It was one of the deadliest natural disasters to hit
Japan in the twentieth century. Political opponents
criticized the government for not responding rapid-
ly to provide relief to the quake victims.

Japan also encountered the ugly face of terror-
ism. In March 1995, a Japanese sect, or small reli-
gious group, carried out a nerve gas attack in
Tokyo’s subway system, leaving 12 people dead
and 5,000 injured. A month later, another gas attack
in a railroad station in the city of Yokohama injured
more than 300 people. The two attacks stunned
most Japanese, who considered their society vio-
lence-free, and heightened security concerns
among government officials and business leaders.

In early 1996 the LDP regained its influence
over Japanese politics. A new prime minister,
Ryutaro Hashimoto (ree•you•TAH•roh hah•shee
•MOH•toh), promised to rid Japan’s government
of corruption and promote economic growth.
Hashimoto failed to achieve his goals, however,
and was forced to resign in 1998. He was replaced
by Keizo Obuchi (KY•zo oh•BU•shee).

Japan in World Affairs
As a result of its economic growth since World

War II, once self-reliant and isolated Japan became
tightly interwoven in the world economy.
Economic power has made Japan a world political
leader as well, but the Japanese have been unsure
how to use their power in world affairs.

Trade Tensions
Japan’s economic prosperity has created ten-

sions with other countries in the area of trade.
Japan today exports more products than it imports.
It therefore has trade surpluses with many coun-
tries. By contrast, Japan’s major trading partners—
the United States, Europe, and neighboring Asian
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Japan’s Steel Industry

Japan’s steel industry was devastated by
World War II. Steel, like other Japanese

industries, needed a major rebuilding
effort. 

Beginning in the 1950s Japan
poured capital into new steelmaking
facilities. An efficient method of con-
tinuous casting, computer-controlled
production systems, and speed smelt-
ing made Japanese plants the most
efficient in the world. 

With the advantage of greater
productivity, Japan began to sell steel

at lower prices on the world market. By the
1980s, American steelmakers who had 
dominated world production were com-

plaining that the Japanese were dumping
underpriced steel on the market.

The United States responded with vol-
untary restraint agreements to hold import-
ed steel to 20 percent of its domestic
market. Japanese companies began to buy
into United States steel companies.

By the year 2000, Japan’s economic
growth slowed, and American steel compa-
nies regained the lead in productivity. Then
Japanese and American steelmakers started
joint ventures to find even more efficient
methods of making steel.

Japanese steel mill

Discuss three methods that
enabled Japan to become the world’s
most efficient steel producer. How did
competition in the making of steel
change from the 1980s to the 1990s?



lands—have trade deficits with Japan. That is, they
import more goods from Japan than they export to
it. Because of this trade imbalance, other industrial-
ized countries have pressured Japan to change its
trade laws to make it easier for their companies to
sell their products to Japanese consumers.

Japanese government regulations limit the abil-
ity of foreign companies to sell goods in Japan.
Japanese retailers have long-standing ties with local
producers that they want to maintain. Japanese
farmers want to continue trade protection for their
crops and livestock rather than face competition
from lower-priced imports. Japanese consumers
often prefer to purchase goods made in Japan
because the goods are well made and because they
wish to protect the jobs of Japanese citizens.

Overcoming Japanese trade barriers has been
difficult and frustrating for foreigners. In 1995 a
trade war between the United States and Japan was
prevented by a compromise agreement. In the
accord, the United States agreed not to impose
trade quotas, or specified restrictions, on Japanese
goods. In return, Japan agreed to encourage its auto
companies to increase purchases of American car
parts and to step up production at their plants in
the United States. Since 1997 Japan has taken steps
to open markets in a variety of industries.

Military Issues
Since the early 1950s, Japan has relied on the

United States for its national security. However, the
fall of Soviet communism in 1991 greatly reduced
Japanese fears of an attack from the Russians.
Today most Japanese still expect American help in
any emergency, but many of them question the
need for large numbers of American troops in their
country. Tensions have flared on Okinawa between
local residents and American troops. In 1996 Japan
and the United States agreed that some of the
American military sites on Okinawa would be
returned to Japan by 2003. In the meantime,
American troop strength would remain the same.

Japan also faces the issue of taking on more
responsibility for its own defense and that of other
parts of Asia. Some American leaders claim that
Japan’s low defense budget gives Japan an eco-
nomic advantage in non-defense industries. They
also believe that Japan’s economic strength requires
that it play a part in maintaining peace in Asia.
Many Japanese, however, oppose an expansion of
the country’s military role. In 1990, when the
Middle Eastern country of Iraq invaded its neigh-
bor Kuwait, the United States called upon Japan to
help force Iraq out of Kuwait. The Japanese gov-
ernment responded with a financial contribution to
the military effort but refused to send troops. Two
years later, however, Japan did send troops over-
seas as part of a United Nations peacekeeping mis-
sion in war-torn Cambodia.

In 1997 Japan cautiously took steps to increase
its role in the military alliance with the United
States. It stated that, in any emergency, the Japanese
military would support American forces with sea
operations, facilities, equipment, and fuel. In return
for changes in the alliance, Japan wants a perma-
nent seat on the UN Security Council.

Japan and Its Neighbors
With the most advanced economy in East Asia,

Japan since the 1970s has increased its influence in
the region. Beginning in 1978, Japan improved rela-
tions and forged new trading links with China. Today
large amounts of Japanese aid and investment flow
to the Chinese. Japan also has developed ties with
South Korea, but is more hesitant with Communist
North Korea because of concerns that North Korea is
intent on pursuing aggressive policies in Asia. Since
the late 1970s, the Japanese have greatly expanded
trade and investment links with Southeast Asia, one
of their fastest growing markets. Still Japan’s past con-
tinues to trouble relations with its neighbors. Many
people in China, Korea, and Southeast Asia recall with
bitterness Japan’s harsh occupation of their lands dur-
ing World War II. They fear a renewal of Japanese
power in East Asia, whether economic or military.
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> Terms to Define
communes, pragmatists, special economic
zone

> People to Meet
Chiang Kai-shek, Mao Zedong, Deng
Xiaoping, Jiang Jing, Zhou Enlai, Jiang
Zemin, Dalai Lama

> Places to Locate
Beijing, Taiwan, Taipei, Shanghai, Tibet, 
Hong Kong
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A
fter World War II, the Nationalists
under Chiang Kai-shek and the
Communists led by Mao Zedong

fought a bitter civil war in China. By 1949, Mao’s
Communist forces had defeated the Nationalists.
That year, the Communists proclaimed the People’s
Republic of China, with Beijing as the capital. The
defeated Nationalists fled to the offshore island of
Taiwan, where they set up the new capital of the
Republic of China at Taipei. 

Mao’s revolution was one of the major
upheavals of the century. It succeeded in part
because the Communists’ self-proclaimed patri-
otism and sense of duty appealed to many Chinese
citizens disgusted with foreign controls and the cor-
ruption of Chiang’s officials. Above all, Mao won
over China’s peasants with his promises of land
reform and an end to oppression by landlords.

The Mao Era
After coming to power, the Chinese

Communists worked to remake Chinese society
along totalitarian Communist lines. Having
absolute control of the Chinese government, the
Communist party set out to impose its will on the
country. Its leaders were determined to uproot both
traditional Chinese and Western attitudes in the
process. 

In theory, the Chinese Communists promoted
equality. Women, for example, were made equal
with men under the law and benefited from social
reforms, such as state-run nurseries that provided
child care. They also were expected to enter the
workplace alongside men; however, few women
were freed from traditional household chores, and
even fewer gained top positions in government and
industry. 

            Chinese 
students in Beijing 
call for democracy.

1989            United States
President Richard M. 
Nixon visits China.

1972            Communists proclaim the
People‘s Republic of China.

1949

1945 20001972

Wang Xin had heard his father and grand-
father talk about the old days in China. As peas-
ants, they owned no land. If someone was unable
to work, he was dismissed by the landlord and had
to beg or live off his family. But when Wang was
a small boy, things changed. The peasants became
masters, receiving shares of farmland. They were
no longer starving. Wang’s family of 10 people
moved from a three-room house to one with seven
rooms and a tile roof. For the rest of his life, Wang
Xin would remember how happy the peasants
were that spring of 1950.

—adapted from “A Peasant Maps
His Road to Wealth,” Beijing Review,
reprinted in Documents in World
History, Peter Stearns, 1988
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Building a New Economy 
One of the major Communist goals was China’s

transformation into a modern industrial and agri-
cultural nation. In rural areas, the Communists
drove landlords from their property and distributed
land to the peasants. Several million people may
have died in this often bloody struggle. 

Once in power, the Communists worked to
improve living conditions and education in the
countryside. Health workers and teachers loyal to
communism set up clinics and schools in villages.

China’s Communist government also set out to
establish a state-controlled economy that would
advance industrial and agricultural development. In
1953 it launched its first Soviet-style Five-Year Plan,
which stressed heavy industry and agricultural effi-
ciency. The Plan brought private industries under
government control and had peasants merge their
individual landholdings into large cooperatives.
With Soviet help, the Chinese Communists built
roads, railroads, factories, and canals. While indus-
trial output rose significantly under this first Plan,
agricultural production improved more slowly.

The Great Leap Forward
In 1958 the Chinese launched an ambitious eco-

nomic plan known as the Great Leap Forward.
Under this plan the cooperatives were merged 
into larger government-controlled units called
communes. Human labor was stressed over com-
plex technology. Members of communes worked in
production brigades on tasks ranging from farming

to making steel in small backyard furnaces.
The Great Leap Forward was a disaster. Food

shortages, mismanagement, and peasant resistance
to communes brought the program to a halt. It also
caused massive suffering—as many as 20 million
people died of starvation.

The Cultural Revolution
After the Great Leap Forward, a deep division

occurred within the Chinese Communist party.
Pragmatists, headed by Deng Xiaoping (DUNG
SHOW•PIHNG), party general secretary, wanted
practical reforms. Radicals, led by Mao and his wife
Jiang Jing, insisted on strict obedience to revolu-
tionary principles. 

To end the influence of the pragmatists, Mao in
1966 launched the Cultural Revolution. In response
to Mao’s direction, young people formed bands of
Red Guards. Waving copies of the “Little Red Book”
of Mao’s sayings, the Red Guards attacked local
politicians, teachers, and other leaders for betraying
Mao and the revolution. The accused were de-
nounced, publicly humiliated, and sometimes killed.

The Cultural Revolution was a time of disorder
and confusion. Schools closed, factory production
dropped, and violence erupted. Finally, in 1968, Mao
called on the army to restore order. By then,  howev-
er, the lives of millions of people had been disrupted,
and tens of thousands of people had died.

China’s Foreign Policy
After the Communist victory in 1949, Mao

Zedong opposed capitalist countries. In the early
1950s, China supported Communist North Korea in
its war against American-backed South Korea. In
1954 Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai (joh ehn•LY) took
part in talks that ended French rule in Indochina and
paved the way for a Communist northern Vietnam.

During the late 1950s, Chinese-Soviet relations
soured and led to an open split. Mao’s version of
Marxism, based on Chinese experience, held that
peasants, rather than workers, were the leaders of
revolutions in largely agricultural societies. The
Soviets viewed Mao’s ideas as a threat to their lead-
ership of world communism. Mao demanded that
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In 1964 officials at the University of California at 
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various causes near the school’s main gate. The 
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these restrictions. In December, students took 
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were arrested, but the movement succeeded in 
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the Soviets take a firmer line against the West. The
two Communist powers soon became rivals for
influence in the developing world. They also dis-
puted their long border, with China wanting back
the territory seized from it by Russia in the late
1600s. In 1960 the Soviets finally withdrew their
advisers from China, and the alliance ended.

During the 1960s, internal upheavals largely iso-
lated China from the rest of the world. The Chinese,
however, were able in 1964 to explode their first
atomic bomb. By the 1970s the desire for advanced
technology made the Chinese reach out to other
countries, especially the United States. Since 1949, the
United States had regarded China as an aggressive
Communist power and maintained ties with the
Nationalist government on Taiwan. But the Chinese-
Soviet split gave the United States and China an
opportunity to improve relations. In 1972 United
States President Richard Nixon made a historic visit
to China, and seven years later the United States
and China established diplomatic ties.  

The Deng Era
After Mao’s death in 1976, the pragmatists

under Deng Xiaoping gained power. They arrested
the Gang of Four, Jiang Jing and three of her radical
supporters. Deng then began to move China in a
new direction. The Communist party maintained
political control. In making economic policy, how-
ever, Deng was willing to learn from the capitalist
West if it could contribute to China’s well-being.

The Four Modernizations 
Deng backed a plan called the Four

Modernizations that stressed the need for improve-
ments in agriculture, industry, science, and defense.
To boost food production, the government replaced
the communes with the rural “responsibility sys-
tem,” in which families farmed individual plots.
The government received some of the produce; the
family could keep or sell the rest. 

Although the government still controlled major
industries, factory managers were encouraged to
make plants more efficient. They could now base
production on supply and demand rather than by
government decree. In addition, economic reforms
allowed some privately owned small businesses
and private property.

Deng also welcomed foreign businesses and
technology to China. European, American, 
and Japanese investment flowed into the country,

and the Chinese set up special economic zones
where foreigners could own and operate business-
es with little government interference.

The Four Modernizations sparked economic
growth and raised standards of living. For the first
time, many Chinese were able to buy consumer
goods, such as televisions and household appli-
ances. The reforms, however, created a social gap
between a new wealthy class and the rest of the pop-
ulation. Other problems included increased crime
and corruption, more unemployment, and rising
prices. By the late 1980s, discontent was stirring in
China despite the progress that had been made. 

Tiananmen Square Massacre
While Deng encouraged some free enterprise, he

refused to grant political freedoms. By the late 1980s,
students and intellectuals in Beijing, Shanghai, and
other Chinese cities had organized movements to
demand a more open political system. In May and
June 1989, more than 100,000 people rallied for
democracy and other reforms in Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square. Determined to maintain control, government
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Chinese Students
Abroad
In the spirit of improving

and expanding relations with Western countries,
the Chinese government allowed more students
to study in foreign countries. By 1999 there were
about 50,000 Chinese students studying in
American universities.



leaders sent in troops and tanks when the demon-
strators refused to disperse. Thousands of demon-
strators were killed or wounded. Throughout the
country, those who supported political change were
shot, imprisoned, tortured, or silenced.

The Tiananmen Square massacre damaged
China’s prestige abroad. The United States and other
democratic nations condemned Deng’s use of force.
Fearing political instability, foreign investors backed
off from doing business with the Chinese. Later,
they resumed dealings when the Chinese govern-
ment continued with economic reforms.  

China After Deng
Following the Tiananmen Square massacre,

Deng Xiaoping, elderly and in poor health, named
Chinese President Jiang Zemin as his successor.
Deng, however, retained power from behind the
scenes until his death in 1997. Deng at that time was
hailed worldwide for his free enterprise reforms,
but he was criticized for his use of force against the
pro-democracy movement. 

The Economy
Since Deng’s death, China’s economic growth

has remained strong, but uneven. A gap has widened
between prosperous industrial areas on the coast
and less wealthy agricultural regions of the interior.
Since the 1980s, millions of peasants have moved to

the cities seeking work. This mass migration has put
pressure on housing and various city social services.

Deng’s successors have continued his emphasis
on capitalist-style economic reforms. In 1997 Jiang
Zemin allowed ailing state-run industries to sell
stock, although the government would hold the
majority of shares. Chinese authorities also moved
ahead with the world’s largest public works proj-
ect: the Three Gorges Dam on the Chang Jiang in
central China. When completed in 2009, the dam is
expected to prevent dangerous flooding and will
provide electricity for new commercial ventures.
Almost 2 million people will be relocated before the
dam’s giant reservoir covers up farms, villages, and
canyons. Critics charge that the project is destroy-
ing one of the world’s most scenic areas. 

Human Rights
China’s leaders continue to affirm Communist

party control over government and the military.
However, they have also raised the possibility that
they might consider some political reforms. One of
the challenges faced by Chinese leaders is growing
unrest among China’s many ethnic groups. Of every
100 people in China, 93 are Chinese; the remainder
are from at least 55 other groups, including
Kazakhstanis, Mongols, Uyghurs, and Tibetans.
Opposition to Chinese Communist rule is particular-
ly strong in Tibet, a mountainous region in the south-
western part of the country. Once an independent
Buddhist kingdom, Tibet came under direct Chinese
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Demonstrating for more freedoms, students carry a hastily
constructed model of the Statue of Liberty through Tiananmen

Square. How was this demonstration broken up?

History
Visualizing



control in 1950. Since an unsuccessful Tibetan rebel-
lion in 1959, the Dalai Lama, the spiritual leader of
Tibet, has led a worldwide movement in support of
Tibetan rights from his place of exile in India.

International Relations
During most of the 1990s, China’s relations

with the West were strained. China wanted Western
trade and investment but resented Western pres-
sures on human rights and United States support
for the Nationalists on Taiwan. As the new century
dawns, these issues remain dominant. In addition,
some nations are concerned about China’s efforts to
beef up its military muscle. Tensions between
China and the United States grew in 1999 following
charges that China had stolen United States nuclear
information. However, late in the year, an agree-
ment was signed paving China’s eventual entry in
the World Trade Organization (WTO).

Despite these difficulties, China has expanded
contacts with its neighbors in East Asia. China has
ties to Japan, North Korea, and South Korea, and
has developed friendly relations with Russia since
the fall of the Soviet Union. It also has expanded
trade with various countries in Southeast Asia.

Hong Kong and Taiwan
Economic growth has increased Chinese nation-

al pride. In recent years, China’s leaders have set as
their goal the return of all separated territories to the
Chinese homeland. In 1997, they regained Hong
Kong from the British; in 1999, they acquired the
port of Macao from the Portuguese. Their most con-
troversial demand, however, is the reuniting of
Taiwan with the People’s Republic of China.

Hong Kong
In 1997 Hong Kong, one of the world’s major

ports and financial centers, became part of China

after 156 years of British rule. Under a “one country,
two systems” plan, Hong Kong keeps its capitalist
system and some of its freedoms for 50 years after
its return to China. Many Hong Kong residents,
however, are concerned about their territory’s
future under Communist control. 

During the early 1990s, Great Britain intro-
duced democratic reforms such as a freely elected
legislative council. The Chinese Communists, how-
ever, opposed these reforms and developed their
own institutions for the territory. On June 30, 1997,
the date of transfer, Tung Chee-hwa, a local busi-
nessman favored by Beijing, became Hong Kong’s
leader. A China-backed provisional legislature
replaced the democratically elected legislative
council. Although China promises to respect Hong
Kong’s unique status, many Hong Kong residents
resent the limits on their political rights. 

Taiwan 
The status of Taiwan has been a prominent

issue in Chinese affairs since 1949. Both the Chinese
Nationalists and the Chinese Communists believe
that Taiwan is a province of China. Each govern-
ment claims to be the legal ruler of all of China.

Under Chiang Kai-shek and his son Chiang
Ching-kuo, Taiwan prospered from the export of
manufactured goods. In 1988 Lee Teng-hui became
president of the country. He moved Taiwan toward
democracy by allowing other political parties to
challenge the Nationalists. Popular with voters, Lee
Teng-hui in 1997 was reelected in Taiwan’s first
democratic presidential race.

Today, Taiwan’s economy remains strong, but
its political future is uncertain. In recent years,
many Taiwanese have come to accept separation
from China as a fact and want to declare Taiwan an
independent country. The Chinese government in
Beijing, however, opposes such a move and has
threatened to use force against Taiwan if the island
declares its independence. 
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to list communism’s
effects on China’s international
affairs.

Recall
2. Define communes, pragma-

tists, special economic zone.
3. Identify Chiang Kai-shek, Mao

Zedong, Great Leap Forward,
Cultural Revolution, Deng
Xiaoping, Jiang Jing, Zhou
Enlai, Tiananmen Square, 
Jiang Zemin, Dalai Lama.

Critical Thinking
4. Making Comparisons How

did Mao’s economic develop-
ment policies differ from
MacArthur’s?

Understanding Themes
5. Revolution How can a coun-

try’s political struggles always
be viewed as a battle between
pragmatists and radicals?

Effects

Communism
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K
orea’s modern history has been
heavily shaped by international poli-
tics. In 1910 the Korean Peninsula

was annexed by the Japanese, who ruled it as a
colony until the end of World War II, when Japan
was stripped of its territorial possessions. 

During the war, the Allied powers had agreed
that Korea was to be temporarily occupied. In 1945
Soviet troops moved into the northern part of
Korea down to the 38th parallel. United States
forces occupied the southern area. The occupation
was to end as soon as a Korean government could
be freely elected. The Soviets and Americans, how-
ever, could not agree on procedures for the election. 

By 1948, two separate governments had
emerged, each claiming to be the legal ruler of all of
Korea. North Korea, officially called the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, with its capital at
Pyongyang, kept close ties with the Soviet Union
and China. South Korea, officially the Republic 
of Korea, established its capital at Seoul. It 
maintained links with the United States. The
Soviets withdrew their troops from North Korea in
late 1948, and the United States withdrew their
troops from South Korea in mid-1949.

The Korean War
In June 1950, North Korea, hoping to unify the

country under a Communist government, invaded
South Korea. The United Nations Security Council
immediately voted to condemn the invasion and
organized an army to oppose it. At that time the
Soviets could not use their veto because of their
absence from the Council in protest against the
United Nations’ refusal to recognize Communist
China. While 16 countries contributed troops to the
UN force, more than 90 percent of the soldiers came
from the United States.
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> Terms to Define
stalemate, referendum

> People to Meet
Kim Il Sung, Kim Young Sam, Kim Jong Il

> Places to Locate
Pyongyang, Seoul

            North Koreans
invade South Korea.

1950             Korean 
War ends.

1953
            Soviets and Americans 
divide Korea at the 38th parallel.

1945

            North Korea
and South Korea participate
in preliminary peace talks.

1997

1945 20001972

South Korean government officials watched
as teams from 161 nations marched into the stadi-
um. It was a proud day for South Korea, host of
the 1988 Olympic games. North Korea had called
for a boycott, had even threatened violence, but
only 6 national teams had chosen to stay at home.
In fact, most Communist states had openly sup-
ported the Seoul Olympics. Even now, as the
torch entered the stadium, American, Japanese,
and Soviet ships off the peninsula kept North
Korea under surveillance. As South Koreans

watched 300 of China’s
finest athletes in the
opening ceremonies,
they wondered, was it a
sign of a new era
dawning?

—adapted from “The
Politics of the
Olympics,” The World
and I, October 1988

S e c t i o n 3

A Divided Korea

S
The
toryteller

1988 Olympics in Seoul

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea South Korea and North
Korea have differed in their political and
economic development.



In the first months of the war, the North Koreans
swept southward, conquering almost all of South
Korea. However, in September 1950, the UN troops
led by United States General Douglas MacArthur
counterattacked. MacArthur launched a surprise
invasion at Inchon, along Korea’s west coast and far
behind North Korean lines. The daring move gave
UN forces the offensive they needed. Within six
weeks, the UN forces had pushed the North Koreans
out of South Korea and had advanced into North
Korea, reaching the Yalu River at the Chinese border. 

At this point in the war, Communist China came
to the aid of North Korea. Chinese forces crossed into
Korea in such large numbers that the UN forces were
forced to retreat southward. By mid-1951, each army
dug in along a line near the 38th parallel. There the
fighting reached a stalemate, a situation in which
two opponents are unable to move significantly or
make further gains. Talks between the two sides
began in July 1951 and lasted until July 1953, when a
truce was signed. After the deaths of nearly 5 million
people and the devastation of much of Korea, the
fighting ended with Korea once again divided near
the 38th parallel.  

Korea Since 1953
The stalemate in the Korean War for a long time

was matched by a stalemate in diplomacy. The two
Koreas continued to draw economic and military
aid from their respective sponsors, the United
States and China.

North Korea
From 1948 to 1994, North Korea was led by the

Communist dictator Kim Il Sung. A cult of person-
ality developed around Kim, and North Koreans
revered him as a god-like figure. Called the “Great
Leader,” Kim established a repressive and tightly
controlled government that largely isolated North
Korea from the rest of the world.

Like the Soviet Union and China, North Korea
implemented a Communist program of economic
development. Under Kim’s direction, all of the
country’s farmland was organized into collective
farms between 1953 and 1956. In 1954 the North
Korean government announced the first Five-Year
Plan for building an industrial economy. North
Korea stressed the growth of heavy industry and
built up its military power.

Until the early 1990s, North Korea made some
progress in developing its economy, but it did not
match South Korea’s growth. About 20 percent of
North Korea’s gross domestic product (GDP) was

annually devoted to military expenditures, includ-
ing the development of nuclear capabilities.
Improvements in the standard of living were limit-
ed by this heavy military spending.

In the mid-1990s, another factor limiting North
Korea’s growth was widespread crop failure. This
agricultural collapse was due to floods, drought,
and government policies that provided few incen-
tives for farmers to produce. The resulting food
shortages brought starvation to many of North
Korea’s people. As catastrophe loomed on the hori-
zon, the Communist government reluctantly
admitted its need for foreign aid. In 1997 relief
organizations in the United States and other coun-
tries began sending food to North Korea.

South Korea
In contrast, South Korea after the mid-1960s

enjoyed tremendous economic success. By the mid-
1980s, the South Korean economy was growing at
the remarkable rate of 10 percent a year. To promote

Chapter 33 Asia and the Pacific 907



prosperity, the South Korean government strongly
encouraged the export of electronics products, 
textiles, ships, trucks, automobiles, and other
industrial goods.

South Korea’s economic boom, however, was
achieved under repressive governments. Beginning
in the early 1960s, the military used the Communist
threat to play a strong role in the government.
Despite elections, South Korea’s president was
essentially a military-backed dictator.

During the 1980s, massive student protests led
to greater democracy. In 1987 a new constitution

allowing almost complete political freedoms was
adopted by referendum, an election in which all
voters approve or disapprove a measure. That same
year, South Korean voters for the first time elected
a new president—Roh Tae Woo—by direct vote
instead of indirectly by an electoral college. Six
years later, the same method was used to select
Kim Young Sam as president.

During Kim’s term, South Korea was plagued
by strikes, political scandals, and economic setbacks.
When a number of leading companies and banks
collapsed, the South Korean government turned to
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), an interna-
tional lending agency, for a $57 billion bailout.
Under IMF controls, the South Koreans were forced
to reform their economy. In the short term, this
meant industrial cutbacks, lower wages, and high-
er unemployment. As discontent mounted, South
Korean voters in December 1997 elected Kim Dae
Jung, a leading government opponent, as president. 

North-South Relations
The end of the cold war raised hopes for unit-

ing the two Koreas. Both countries took halting
steps toward better relations, but continuing resent-
ments hampered progress. The death of Kim Il
Sung in 1994 and uncertainty about the intentions
of his son and successor, Kim Jong Il, further
delayed movement toward peace. 

By the late 1990s, however, the food crisis had
forced North Korea to increase contacts with the
outside world. In 1997 North Korea began talks
with South Korea, the United States, and China
aimed at exploring ways to end the state of war still
existing between the two Koreas. The North
Koreans also hoped to receive food in return for
scaling back their weapons program. Much to their
neighbors’ alarm, however, North Korea continues
to strengthen its military muscle.
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Main Idea
1. Use a chart like the one below

to list some factors involved 
in the development of North
Korea’s economy.

Recall
2. Define stalemate, referendum. 
3. Identify Inchon, Kim Il Sung,

Kim Young Sam, Kim Jong Il.
Critical Thinking
4. Making Comparisons How

are North Korea and South
Korea similar? In what ways are

the two Koreas different?
Understanding Themes
5. Regionalism How might 

the two Koreas’ futures be
influenced by recent global
events such as the end of the
cold war and the rise of a 
global economy?

The central area of Seoul, South
Korea, reflects the city’s economic

prosperity in recent years. What challenges face South
Korea as it approaches the year 2000?

History
Visualizing

Factors in North Korean
Economic Development
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D
uring the cold war years, Southeast Asia
was thrust into the middle of the super-
power contest and also suffered because

of regional hostilities. The ongoing struggle between
Communists and anti-Communists brought instabil-
ity and war to much of the region of Southeast Asia
known as Indochina. Only in recent years have
Indochinese countries such as Vietnam and
Cambodia begun to recover from earlier conflicts.

Struggle for Indochina
Before Japan conquered Southeast Asia in

World War II, France ruled most of Indochina as a
colony. When Japanese forces withdrew following
the war, France attempted to reestablish its control.
By then, however, nationalist movements demand-
ing independence had gained strength. Vietnamese
nationalists in the Indochinese Communist party,
later known as the Vietminh, declared the forma-
tion of the independent Democratic Republic of
Vietnam in 1945. The Vietminh were supported by
the Soviet Union and the Communist Chinese.

The Vietminh, under the leadership of Ho Chi
Minh, and the French could not reach an agreement
on how to share power. In 1946 the two sides went
to war. The United States, fearing Ho’s Communist
ties and wanting to support its ally France, provid-
ed military and financial aid to France to subdue
the Vietminh. Despite American aid, the French
could not win a military victory. In May 1954 the
Vietminh defeated French forces in the decisive bat-
tle at Dien Bien Phu. After their loss, the French
agreed to a cease-fire and decided to pull out of
Vietnam completely.

A month before the battle, the Vietminh, the
French, the United States, and several other coun-
tries had agreed to meet in Geneva, Switzerland, to
negotiate a settlement to the Vietnam conflict.
Negotiators divided Vietnam along the 17th parallel,
creating a Communist North Vietnam and a 

            Cambodia 
establishes a democracy.

1994            Indonesia wins 
its independence from
Dutch rule.

1949             Vietminh defeats 
French forces at Dien
Bien Phu.

1954             U.S. President Johnson
sends first American ground
troops to Vietnam. 

1965

1945 20001972

1997 Economic crisis 
     begins in Southeast Asia.

> Terms to Define
domino theory, refugee

> People to Meet
Ho Chi Minh, Norodom Sihanouk, Pol
Pot, Aung San Suu Kyi, Achmed Sukarno,
Suharto, Lee Kuan Yew 

> Places to Locate
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, 
Myanmar, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore 

Once again it was Tet. Tran Van Dinh could
recall when that most joyous of Vietnamese holi-
days was the background for twenty-six days of
bloody fighting between American and Viet Cong
forces. Thousands had died. But throughout
Vietnam’s history, whether independent or under
foreign domination, Tet was an occasion to medi-
tate on the past, enjoy the present, and contem-
plate the future. Tran, who had made his life in
France since 1968, bought flowers from the street
vendor to mark the new beginning. It was deeply
satisfying to return to his native city of Hue for
the celebration.

—adapted from
“Hue: My City,
Myself,” National
Geographic, November
1989, Tran Van Dinh.

S e c t i o n 4

Southeast Asia

S
The
toryteller

Celebrating Tet

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Nationalism, the cold war,
and the rise of a global economy have
affected Southeast Asia.



pro-Western South Vietnam. This arrangement was
to last only until elections could be held in 1956.
With United States approval, Ngo Dinh Diem,
South Vietnam’s leader, rejected the proposed elec-
tions. He claimed that the Communists would not
allow fair elections in North Vietnam. Diem also
may have feared that elections would reveal Ho’s
popularity. Guerrillas in South Vietnam, known as
the Viet Cong, fought Diem in hope of uniting
Vietnam under Ho. The United States sent financial
aid and several hundred advisers to help Diem.

However, Diem was a weak and unpopular
leader. In 1963 the South Vietnamese military,
despairing of Diem’s leadership and fearing that
the South would fall to the Communists, staged a
coup in which Diem was killed. This was done with
the quiet approval of the United States government
and President John F. Kennedy. 

Reflecting on France’s earlier troubles in
Vietnam, French President Charles de Gaulle urged
Kennedy to withdraw. “I predict you will sink step
by step into a bottomless quagmire,” he warned.

The Vietnam War

Since the early 1950s, American officials had accept-
ed the domino theory—that if one Southeast Asian
land fell to communism, its neighbors would fall as
well. To halt communism, the United States moved
deeper into the conflict. By late 1963, 16,000
American advisers were in Vietnam.

In 1964 the United States approved secret South
Vietnamese naval raids against North Vietnam. On
August 2, 1964, United States President Lyndon
Johnson announced that North Vietnam had fired
on two American destroyers off the coast of
Vietnam. Although the incident could not be con-
firmed, Johnson used it to increase American
involvement in the war. He ordered air strikes on
North Vietnam. At his request Congress passed 
the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, which gave the

of theof the

Vietnam War, 
1964–1975

Americans, forced to consider the cost of war
in terms of human and economic sacrifice, debated
for years before withdrawing troops in 1973.

United States troops searched
the hills and rice paddies for Viet
Cong guerrillas, the hidden enemy.
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President broad war powers. In March 1965 Johnson
sent the first ground troops to Vietnam.

By 1968, American forces numbered more than
500,000, and United States planes were bombing
Vietnam heavily. The South Vietnamese army num-
bered about 800,000; the Viet Cong and their North
Vietnamese allies had about 300,000. The Soviet
Union and China sent aid but no troops to help
North Vietnam. North Vietnam sent troops and 
supplies southward over the Ho Chi Minh Trail.
Despite greater numbers and advanced technology,
the Americans could not defeat the Communists,
who relied on surprise and mobility and avoided
open battle. As the war intensified, antiwar attitudes
spread within the United States and overseas.

The Tet Offensive
The turning point in the war came in early 1968.

The Viet Cong launched a major military offensive
during the Vietnamese New Year holiday, Tet.
Although they failed to capture any major cities, the
bitter fighting made more and more Americans real-

ize that several years of United States involvement
had failed to significantly weaken the Viet Cong.
Opposition to Johnson’s war policy became so fierce
that Johnson decided not to seek reelection in 1968.

Ending the War
Opposition to the war grew rapidly during the

Nixon presidency. As a result, the United States
began withdrawing its troops. With the war becom-
ing costly to both sides, South Vietnam, the United
States, and the Communists in 1973 agreed to a
cease-fire, and the last United States troops left
Vietnam. The war resumed in 1975, however, and
North Vietnamese and Viet Cong forces defeated
the South Vietnamese.

After more than 20 years of fighting, Vietnam
was reunited under the Communists. However, at
least 2 million people, including 58,000 Americans,
had died in the conflict. About 10 million South
Vietnamese were refugees, people who flee to anoth-
er country for safety from danger or disaster. In addi-
tion, large areas of Vietnam lay devastated.  

REFLECTING ON THE TIMES

1. Why did college students play a significant role
in the antiwar protest movement?

2. Why was the war so difficult for a powerful
nation like the United States to win?
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South Vietnamese villagers
from Quang Tri Province 
assemble at a refugee camp. Many
hope to
leave
Vietnam.

Student war protest
demonstrations on United
States college campuses
became common in the early
1970s.



Vietnam’s Relations With the West
Since the war, Vietnam has faced economic dif-

ficulties. To improve the economy, the government
in the late 1980s encouraged limited private enter-
prise and sought contacts with the West.

In recent years, relations between the United
States and Vietnam have begun to improve. The
Vietnamese government has helped locate and
return many of the bodies of American soldiers
killed in Vietnam. Unfortunately, the remains of
many United States soldiers have not been found.
Some former American soldiers have returned to
Vietnam to help disarm land mines they planted
during the war.

A major step toward normal relations was 
made in 1995 when the United States and Vietnam
established diplomatic ties. Vietnam also moved to
improve its relations and trade with the industrial-

ized nations of western Europe as a way to gain
funds to rebuild and strengthen its desperately poor
economy.

A Legacy of Violence
The Vietnam War affected many areas of

Southeast Asia other than Vietnam. Fighting and
civil war engulfed Vietnam’s neighbors, Laos and
Cambodia. Other countries of Southeast Asia, such
as Thailand, escaped combat but were flooded by
refugees. Since the late 1970s, the region has slowly
recovered from the effects of conflict.

Cambodia
In 1953 Cambodia won its independence from

France. The country became a constitutional
monarchy led by King Norodom Sihanouk
(noo•roh•DAHM SEE•ah•nuk), a member of
Cambodia’s historic ruling family. In 1955 Sihanouk
abdicated the Cambodian throne in order to
become prime minister.

Sihanouk refused to take sides in cold war
power struggles. However, as the war intensified in
Vietnam, Cambodia became an unwilling partici-
pant. In 1969 American planes began to bomb
Cambodia in an effort to destroy Viet Cong bases
there. The bombings were also intended to stop the
flow of supplies and troops moving through
Cambodia from North Vietnam to South Vietnam. 

The bombing failed to achieve its objectives but
did intensify the conflict between Cambodian
Communists and Sihanouk’s government. In 1970
an American-backed army officer, Lon Nol, ousted
Sihanouk. Lon Nol charged that Sihanouk was not
battling the Communists aggressively enough. 

Civil war broke out after the American bomb-
ings and Lon Nol’s seizure of power. Cambodian
Communists, known as the Khmer Rouge, finally
defeated Lon Nol’s forces in 1975. Khmer Rouge
troops, under the leadership of Pol Pot, took con-
trol of Cambodia’s capital, Phnom Penh.

The Khmer Rouge wanted Cambodia, which
they renamed Kampuchea, to become an indepen-
dent, self-sufficient agricultural country. In the
attempt to achieve this goal, the Khmer Rouge dev-
astated the country. They destroyed all money and
books. Soldiers forced city residents into the coun-
tryside to work on farms. Troops murdered civil
servants, teachers, and students who may have
supported the old system. Starvation, torture, and
executions by the brutal government killed more
than 3 million people—nearly one-third of the
entire Cambodian population.
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Two decades after the Vietnam War,
Vietnamese refugees waiting to go else-
where remained stranded in Hong Kong. In
this photograph, Vietnamese refugees in

Hong Kong live inside huge concrete-and-metal dor-
mitories where whole families sleep together in
shelf-like bunks.

Vietnam suffered decades of war. In the 1800s the
area was colonized by the French, who often proved to
be brutal masters of rubber plantations and tin works.
By the beginning of the 1900s an independence 

movement had begun in Vietnam. Not until 1975 did
Vietnam free itself from foreign interference. But the
price was high: economic devastation and domina-
tion of South Vietnam by North Vietnam. During the
second half of the 1970s—years of poverty and politi-
cal persecution—hundreds of thousands of Viet-
namese left their country, many by boat. Untold
numbers died. Some came to the United States; oth-
ers scattered across Asia. By the end of the century
most of the boat people had returned to Vietnam,
either voluntarily or through force. �
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In 1978, after a series of border incidents,
Vietnam invaded Cambodia and ousted Pol Pot.
Cambodian Communists friendly to Vietnam took
control of the government, but other Communist
groups continued the civil war. In October 1991, rep-
resentatives of the four major political groups in
Cambodia signed an agreement that ended the civil
war and called for an election under UN peace-
keeping forces. 

Cambodian voters in 1993 elected a government
under Prince Norodom Ranariddh. However, Hun
Sen, a political rival, demanded a role in the gov-
ernment. He gradually forced his way into power,
finally removing the prince in 1997. In 1998 his party
won national elections. Hun Sen formed a coalition
government in which ousted Prince Ranariddh
serves as president of the National Assembly.

Laos
Laos became independent of France in 1954.

While war raged in neighboring Vietnam, Laos had
its own civil war between Laotian Communists and
the American-backed government.

After United States forces withdrew from the
region, Laos fell under the domination of Vietnam,
in 1975. A Communist government was formed,

and the economy was reorganized along socialist
lines. The Lao People’s Revolutionary party aban-
doned those policies 20 years later after the collapse
of the Soviet Union. They have reintroduced pri-
vate land ownership and free markets. With invest-
ments from Thailand, Australia, and other foreign
countries, the Lao government has built new roads,
bridges, and railroads to advance regional trade
and to gain access to timber and mineral resources.

Thailand
Thailand’s post-World War II history was less

violent than that of its neighbors. It had not been 
a European colony. It did not have to fight a war of
national independence or struggle to forge a new
national identity. The monarchy continued as a sta-
bilizing force in Thai society, but the real power was
often held by top military leaders.

During the 1980s, Thailand had one of South-
east Asia’s fast-growing “tiger” economies, with a
yearly growth rate of 8 percent. By 1997, however,
high foreign borrowing and slow export growth
had cast a dark shadow over the Thai economy. As
hardships mounted for the Thai people, the gov-
ernment devalued its currency to make Thai
exports cheaper and relied on an international loan. 

Myanmar
Myanmar is the northernmost country of

Southeast Asia. Once called Burma, it was for many
years part of British India but became a separate
independent republic in 1948. The new Burmese
government faced opposition from Communists
and various ethnic groups. To restore order, mili-
tary leaders took control of the country in 1962.

During the 1960s and 1970s, the military lead-
ership turned Myanmar into a dictatorship. The
government took control of the economy and for-
bade any criticism of its policies. It also limited
Myanmar’s contacts with the outside world.

During the late 1980s, large numbers of
Burmese began to protest the government’s policies
and call for democracy. Military leaders finally
promised free elections in 1990, but before the vot-
ing took place they arrested the leader of the main
opposition party, Aung San Suu Kyi (AWNG
SAHN SOO SHE). In spite of her arrest, her party
won the elections. 

The military leaders refused to accept the elec-
tion results, but Aung San Suu Kyi won increased
international support. While under house arrest,
she received the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize. Released
in 1995, she has continued efforts to achieve democ-
racy in Myanmar. 
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Aung San Suu Kyi addresses a pro-
democracy rally in Yangon,

Myanmar’s capital. What group rules Myanmar?

History
Visualizing



Rim of Southeast Asia
Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, and the

Philippines won their independence following
World War II. They went through periods of tur-
moil and have emerged 50 years later with stable,
booming economies. Their people and leaders are
optimistic about the future of their countries.

Indonesia
Under Dutch rule for nearly 350 years,

Indonesia won its freedom in 1949. Largely
Muslim in religion, the new nation was very
diverse in other ways. It consisted of a string of
14,000 islands stretching 3,000 miles (4,827 km) as
well as nearly 80 million people of many cultures
and languages. Therefore, forging a national identi-
ty was an early goal. Indonesia’s first president,
Achmed Sukarno, did much to unite the country.
He ensured the adoption of a national language
that put all Indonesians on an equal footing.

In 1965 Indonesia’s Communists tried to seize
power. In a bloody crackdown, the army killed
about 300,000 allegedly pro-Communist ethnic
Chinese. The anti-Communist General Suharto
then replaced Sukarno as ruler.

Suharto at first brought economic growth, but
his long dictatorial rule increased the national debt
and political corruption. In 1998, Indonesia’s eco-
nomic collapse drove Suharto from office. A year
later, voters freely elected a new parliament, and an
assembly of political leaders named Abdurrahman
Wahid as president. Relying on the army, the new
government worked to rebuild the  economy and to
dampen ethnic and religious unrest that threatened
national unity.

Suharto’s Indonesia was known for human
rights abuses. In 1975 Indonesian forces had seized
East Timor, once a colony of Portugal. During the
next 24 years, about 200,000 East Timorese died

resisting Indonesian rule. In 1999, East Timor voted
freely for independence. Indonesian forces oppos-
ing the results then staged violent attacks through-
out the territory. Global pressure forced Indonesia
to allow UN peacekeeping forces to restore order.

Malaysia
Created by the merger of several former British

colonies in 1963, Malaysia is made up of territory
on the Malay Peninsula and on the island of
Borneo. Conflict between Malays and Chinese—the
country’s two largest ethnic groups—has been a
frequent source of tension. 

Since the 1970s, Malaysia has enjoyed a strong
economy, thanks to its rich natural resources, a well-
educated labor force, and large amounts of foreign
investment. This growth slowed, however, in the late
1990s as a result of rising national debt and the effects
of Asia’s financial crisis.

Singapore
Singapore is a small island republic off the tip

of the Malay Peninsula. Independent since 1965,
Singapore is a leading international port and 
commercial center, involved in shipping, banking,
insurance, and telecommunications. Today,
Singapore’s people are well-educated and prosper-
ous. Their standard of living is second only to
Japan’s in Asia.

Singapore’s modern economic growth occurred
under the authoritarian leadership of Lee Kuan
Yew (lee kwahn yoo), who was prime minister from
1965 to 1990. The government focused on encour-
aging high-technology industries and welcomed
foreign business investment. A prosperous econo-
my and the high rate of savings by Singapore citi-
zens helped finance quality housing, health care,
and education. In spite of having these benefits,
Singapore’s people have had limits placed on their
freedom of speech and other rights.
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to identify the effects of
nationalism on Southeast Asia.

Recall
2. Define domino theory,

refugee.
3. Identify Ho Chi Minh,

Norodom Sihanouk, Pol Pot,
Aung San Suu Kyi, Achmed
Sukarno, Suharto, 
Lee Kuan Yew.

Critical Thinking
4. Analyzing Information

How have Southeast Asian
economies changed since 1945?

Understanding Themes
5. Conflict Evaluate whether 

the domino theory was proven
correct by events in Southeast
Asia.

Southeast 
Asia

Effects of Nationalism
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B
ritish rule of South Asia came to an end
after World War II. The creation of inde-
pendent states in the region, however,

was marred by religious and ethnic conflicts. The
cold war also had an impact. In recent years, dra-
matic changes in the world have made South Asian
nations rethink their policies and relationships.

Dividing the Subcontinent
After World War II, the British finally agreed to

give India its freedom. Growing political disunity,
however, divided the subcontinent. Muhammad
Ali Jinnah, leader of the Muslim League, wanted
Muslims to have their own state. Riots between
Hindus and Muslims finally persuaded the British
to partition, or divide, India. In early 1947, Lord
Louis Mountbatten, a World War II military hero,
became British India’s last viceroy. He and other
officials quickly drew borders for two separate
states, a difficult task because many Hindus and
Muslims lived side by side. Heavily Muslim areas
in the far west and far east became Pakistan. The
vast area in between, where most of the people
were Hindus, became India. 

On August 15, 1947, independence came to
both countries, but not peace. The division of the
subcontinent led to one of the largest single mass
movements of people in history. About 12 million
Hindus and Muslims crossed the borders of India
and Pakistan in both directions. Centuries of mis-
trust between religious groups led to violence that
resulted in the deaths of a million or more people.
Tragically, another casualty of the conflict was
Mohandas Gandhi, killed in January 1948 by a
Hindu extremist angered at Gandhi’s call for peace
and reconciliation. 

The migrations and the killings did not end the
conflicts between Hindus and Muslims. More than
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> People to Meet
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Jawaharlal Nehru,
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            Civil war in Pakistan
leads to independence of
Bangladesh. 

1971            India and Pakistan become
independent nations. 

1947

1945 20001972

1998 India and 
       Pakistan conduct tests 
       of nuclear weapons.

Pradeep Bandhari was deeply shaken. Yet
another Indian leader had been assassinated.
Confused and distressed, he asked his professor to
explain why visionary leaders were repeatedly
struck down. “I have no immediate answer to
give,” replied the professor. “However, you might
find some meaning in the eulogy for Mohandas
Gandhi written by Jawaharlal Nehru.” Pradeep
was struck by the timeliness of the message:

“Long ages afterwards history will
judge of this period we have

passed through. We are too
near to be proper judges
and to understand what
has happened and what
has not happened.”

—adapted from
Independence and After, “A

Glory Has Departed,”
Jawaharlal Nehru, reprinted

in Great Speeches from Pericles to
Kennedy, 1965 
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60 million Muslims remained in India, ensuring
future tensions. Bitter hostilities between India and
Pakistan would also continue.  

India
India’s first prime minister was Jawaharlal

Nehru (jah•wah•HAR•lahl NAY•roo), a British-
educated lawyer who had led the fight for freedom
along with Gandhi. Nehru headed India’s govern-
ment, from 1947 until his death in 1964.

The Nehru “Dynasty”
For 40 years after independence, India was

ruled by a member of the Nehru family. Jawaharlal
Nehru aimed to make India a modern, industrial-
ized state based on secular ideas. His government
worked for religious freedom and greater social
equality. India’s constitution granted universal suf-
frage, and aimed to ban caste distinctions and
improve the status of women.

Nehru favored a mixed economy of privately
owned and government-run businesses. Attention
was also given to raising food production.
Increased food supplies, however, were accompa-
nied by rapid population growth and the increased
migration of people from rural areas to the cities. 

Under Nehru, India became a leader among the
new nations of Asia and Africa. Nehru argued that
recently independent countries such as India
should not participate in the cold war. By remain-
ing nonaligned—that is, tied to neither superpow-
er—the less powerful countries of the world could
forge their own way in global affairs. In the early
1960s, however, tense relations with China helped
bring India into a closer relationship with China’s
new rival, the Soviet Union.

Two years after Nehru’s death in 1964, his
daughter, Indira Gandhi, became prime minister.
An energetic leader, Gandhi continued her father’s
policies; however, her crackdown on political oppo-
nents in 1977 made her unpopular and eventually
swept her from office. 

When Gandhi returned to power in 1980, India
faced growing religious and ethnic unrest. In the
Punjab region of northern India, some Sikhs wanted
their own state. Sikh separatists occupied the Golden
Temple of Amritsar, Sikhism’s holiest shrine. When
talks failed, Indira Gandhi in 1984 drove out the
separatists with troops and tanks. Outraged at the
shrine’s violation, two of Gandhi’s bodyguards,
themselves Sikhs, later assassinated her.

Gandhi’s son, Rajiv Gandhi, served as prime
minister from 1984 to 1989. In 1991 he was assassi-

nated while campaigning to become prime minister
again. Rajiv’s death seemed to mark the end of the
Nehru “dynasty” in politics.

However, in 1998 the Italian-born widow of
Rajiv Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi, took over the leader-
ship of the Congress Party. Many Indians hoped
she would carry on the Gandhi legacy.

A New Course
In the 1990s India’s prime ministers did not

have the influence or power of the Nehru
“dynasty.” However, with workable parliamentary
institutions, India’s democracy may have been
strengthened. Although India still struggles with
poverty, disease, and illiteracy, recent reforms have
improved its economy by promoting free enterprise,
less government regulation, and increased trade. 

A major challenge still facing India is religious
and ethnic conflict, which brought Atal Behari
Vajpayee, the leader of the nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (the BJP), to power in 1998. His party’s
desire to promote Hindu principles disturbed
many non-Hindu Indians, who viewed it as a threat
to India’s secular government.

Since 1947, India has faced periodic conflicts
with Pakistan. A major source of hostility between
the two countries has been the disputed northern
territory of Kashmir. Although most of Kashmir’s
people are Muslim, two-thirds of the territory is
governed by India. Since the 1980s, Muslims in the
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Indian section of Kashmir have organized to
oppose Indian rule. 

In the 1990s, a nuclear arms race developed
between India and Pakistan. In May 1998 India suc-
cessfully tested its first nuclear weapons. Within a
few days, Pakistan responded by testing its own
nuclear weapons. The following year tensions
between the two countries rose again, after fighting
broke out along the Indo-Pakistani border.

Pakistan and Bangladesh
After independence in 1947, Pakistan faced dif-

ficulties in joining two distinct regions separated by
over 1,000 miles (1,609 km) of Indian territory. West
Pakistan was a dry, mountainous region in which
most people spoke Urdu. East Pakistan was a wet

lowlands region in which most people spoke
Bengali. The religion of Islam was their only bond.

In 1971, civil war broke out between the two
regions of Pakistan. Fighting began when forces
from West Pakistan tried to quell riots in the eastern
region. India soon joined the war in support of East
Pakistan. This military action spread the conflict to
West Pakistan and Kashmir. The war ended quick-
ly, and East Pakistan won its independence as the
republic of Bangladesh.

Bangladesh
Bangladesh is one of the most densely popu-

lated nations of the world. More than 125 million
people live in an area about the size of New York
State. Most people live in rural areas where illiter-
acy and the birthrate are high and life expectancy
is low.
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Achieving stable rule has been difficult in
Bangladesh. Since independence, two leaders
of the country have been assassinated, and
military officials often have controlled the
government. Beginning in 1991, free elections
have been held, however, and political power
has alternated between the female leaders of
the two major parties. In 1996 Sheik Hasina
Wazid became prime minister.

In spite of economic growth and sub-
stantial foreign aid, the future of Bangladesh
remains uncertain. The average annual per
capita (per person) income of $240 is one of
the world’s lowest. The country also is sub-
ject to intense summer storms and flooding.

Pakistan Since 1971
During the 1970s and 1980s, Pakistan

allied with the United States in order to
counter India’s ties with the Soviet Union.
The Pakistani government allowed the Americans
to channel military arms to anti-Soviet rebels in
neighboring Afghanistan. It also permitted Afghani
fighters to use Pakistan as a base, and sheltered 3
million Afghani refugees. Despite United States
aid, the presence of so many refugees was costly
and worsened ethnic tensions within Pakistan.

Pakistan suffered from political instability and
military rule after the 1971 civil war. A move
toward a stable democracy seemed likely in 1993
when Benazir Ali Bhutto became prime minister. In
1996, however, her government fell as a result of
corruption charges. Elections brought to power the
opposition party under Nawaz Sharif. Sharif’s mis-
handling of the economy again brought military
rule in 1999.

Military spending has taken a large share of
Pakistan’s budget because of tensions with India. This
has drained resources that could have been used for the
economic development of the country. Partly as a
result of such spending, Pakistan remains very poor.

Sri Lanka
In 1948, the year after the partition of India,

Great Britain granted independence to Ceylon,
known since 1972 as Sri Lanka. This beautiful island
off the southeast coast of India has been the site of
ethnic civil war since the 1980s. The Sinhalese, who
make up about about 75 percent of the population,
are Buddhists. The Tamils, who make up about 20
percent, are Hindus. In recent years the Tamils,
complaining of discrimination against them by the
Sinhalese, have demanded their own state within
Sri Lanka. At least 50,000 people have died as a
result of conflicts between government troops and
Tamil guerrillas.
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to identify challenges
South Asian countries have
faced since independence.

Recall
2. Define nonaligned.
3. Identify Muhammad Ali 

Jinnah, Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi, Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Critical Thinking
4. Analyzing Information

What do you think are the
underlying causes of continuing

political tensions in Indian 
society today?

Understanding Themes
5. Diversity Has the division 

of the Indian subcontinent 
into the separate countries 
of India and Pakistan been 
beneficial? Explain your 
answer.

Sheik Hasina Wazid became prime
minister of Bangladesh in 1996. Her

father, Sheik Mujibur Rahman, is regarded as
Bangladesh’s founder. What challenges does Bangladesh
face?
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T
he Pacific region east and south of Asia
contains Australia, the world’s only
island continent, and numerous other

islands that spread out across millions of square
miles of the Pacific Ocean. Until recently, long 
distances and rugged landscapes kept many parts
of the region isolated from each other and the rest
of the world. Beginning in the 1700s, Western pow-
ers exercised a strong influence in the region. Since
World War II, the Pacific countries, now mostly
independent, have forged new identities from 
a mix of European, traditional Pacific, and Asian
cultures. Many of them have close trading ties to
Japan, Singapore, and other nations of the Pacific
Rim, a region of economically prosperous countries
bordering the Pacific Ocean. 

The Philippines 
The Philippines is an archipelago, or group of

islands, in the Pacific Ocean east of Vietnam. The
Philippines faced severe challenges when it became
independent from the United States in 1946.
Philippine Communists, known as the Huks,
pressed for land reform and tried to take over the
government. The Philippine army defeated them in
1954, but the Huks have arisen periodically to chal-
lenge later leaders.

Between 1965 and 1986, the Philippines was led
by President Ferdinand Marcos. Marcos at first was
popular because he tried to improve education and
transportation. Evidence of corruption later fueled
bitter protests against him. Marcos’s downfall final-
ly came about as a result of his suspected involve-
ment in the killing of the political opposition leader,
Benigno Aquino, Jr. 

A massive public outcry over the assassination
forced new elections, which Marcos won by fraud.
Popular outrage at his deceit forced Marcos to flee the
country. Corazon Aquino, the widow of the assassi-
nated opposition leader, became the new president.
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            Pacific nations protest 
French nuclear testing.

1995            The Philippines wins
independence from the United States.

1946               Australia admits
non-British European and Asian
immigrants for the first time.

1970s 

1945 20001972

Toby Doust knew what to expect between the
Great Sandy Desert and the Gibson Desert in
northwestern Australia—and it wasn’t water.
Earlier explorers had expected water, but Lake
Disappointment had water only when a rare
inland cyclone brought a spattering shower to the
dry bed. Toby, however, was prospecting for more
commercial materials—iron, zinc, bauxite—to sell
throughout the Pacific Basin. Perhaps there was
even gold or uranium. One thing Toby never
lacked was nerve. Nearing a remote outcrop, he
unstrapped his bag and got out his metal detector,
ready to strike it rich.

—adapted from
“Journey into the
Daytime,” National
Geographic, January
1991
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Hopes for reform faded, however, as Aquino
faced opposition from Marcos supporters, the
Huks, the military, and nationalists opposed to
American military bases in the country. An attempt
to overthrow Aquino failed due to American sup-
port. In the 1990s her successors, Fidel Ramos and
later, Joseph Estrada, worked to promote economic
growth and to reduce crime.

In 1992 the United States withdrew from its 
last military base in the Philippines. Although this
was the desire of the Philippine government, 
the loss of revenue to the Philippine economy was
substantial. Japan has since become the foreign
country with the most economic influence in the
Philippines. 

Australia 
Before World War II, Australia was a largely

agricultural country dependent on Great Britain.
Beef, wool, wheat, and dairy products were the
country’s main exports. Since 1945, Australia has
changed to an industrial economy with close links
to the United States and Asian countries. With the
help of foreign investment, Australians have devel-
oped assembly and manufacturing plants for con-
sumer goods, processed foods, paper, textiles, and
transportation equipment.

Since the 1970s, Australia has strengthened ties
with Japan and Southeast Asia. Today more than 60
percent of Australia’s trade is with Asian countries.
Meanwhile, Australia is gradually ending its links

to Great Britain and the monarchy. Paul Keating,
who was prime minister in the early 1990s, pushed
for the creation of an Australian republic. Voters in
1999, however, rejected this proposal.

Australia’s shift from Great Britain to its Asian
and Pacific neighbors has been influenced by 
the country’s changing population. After World
War II, large numbers of southern and eastern
Europeans—Greeks, Italians, and Slavs—made
new homes in Australia. Then, in the 1970s, the
Australian government liberalized its immigration
laws and allowed Asian immigrants into the coun-
try. Today, about 50 percent of immigrants to
Australia each year come from neighboring Asian
countries. By the end of the 1990s, only about 35
percent of Australians were of British descent,
down from 75 percent in 1949.

On the World Stage
Since World War II Australia has sought a

greater role in world affairs. It became a founding
member of the United Nations in 1945. Five years
later, Australian troops joined the UN forces fight-
ing in the Korean War. In 1951 Australia signed the
ANZUS treaty, which linked Australia, New
Zealand, and the United States in a mutual defense
pact. As part of the effort to contain communism,
Australia sent forces to fight alongside the United
States in the Vietnam War. It later backed the UN
effort against Iraq in 1990 by sending Australian
warships to the Persian Gulf.

Australians continue to support close military
ties with the United States but are concerned about
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the presence of nuclear weapons in the Pacific
region. Australia has been a major sponsor of a South
Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone. Even so, it sided with the
United States in the United States dispute with New
Zealand about American nuclear-armed vessels
entering New Zealand waters.

New Zealand
Consisting of two major islands and many

small ones, New Zealand lies about 1,000 miles
(1,600 km) to the southeast of Australia. Most of
New Zealand’s 3.5 million people are of British,
other European, or Maori descent. Like Australia,
New Zealand traditionally was joined by trade,
politics, and culture to Great Britain. After World
War II, it began to ally itself more closely with the
United States and Asian countries.

New Zealand also added more variety to its
economy. While agriculture—mainly sheep and
dairy farming—remains important, New Zealand
now has many manufacturing and service indus-
tries. It trades with Japan, Australia, the United
States, and the countries of Western Europe. 

Fear of Japanese attack during World War II
made New Zealand turn to the United States for
defense after the war. In 1951, New Zealand joined
the ANZUS alliance and participated in the Korean
and Vietnam conflicts.

Since the 1980s, however, New Zealand’s oppo-
sition to nuclear weapons has strained its relation-
ship with the United States and has drawn it closer
to other Pacific countries that also oppose nuclear
weapons. In 1985, New Zealand Prime Minister
David Lange announced that ships carrying
nuclear weapons, including those from the United
States, could no longer enter New Zealand ports. In
the early 1990s, Lange’s successor as prime minis-
ter, Jim Bolger, worked to improve relations with
the United States on the nuclear issue.

South Pacific Island Countries
Thousands of islands dot the Pacific Ocean.

Many are small and uninhabited. Others were first
settled thousands of years ago by various Asian
and Pacific peoples. Their descendants today
belong to three major groups: Melanesians,
Micronesians, and Polynesians.

Nations and Colonies
Since World War II, some South Pacific

islands—such as Fiji—have become independent of
Western rule. Other islands—such as Tahiti—con-
tinue to be held by Western powers for military rea-
sons. France, for example, in 1995 conducted
nuclear tests on an atoll, or ring-shaped coral
island, in French Polynesia. France’s actions
aroused antinuclear protests and boycotts of French
goods.

Papua New Guinea
Among the larger island countries in the Pacific

region is Papua New Guinea. Made up of 700
islands, Papua New Guinea has most of its territo-
ry on the eastern half of the island of New Guinea.
Formerly held by Germany and Great Britain, and
later by Australia, Papua New Guinea became
independent in 1975.

Papua New Guinea faces many challenges in
its efforts to achieve national unity. Its population is
made up of many ethnic groups that speak nearly
700 different languages. This ethnic diversity
makes tensions and conflict common, so that Papua
New Guinea has little sense of nationhood.

In addition, most of Papua New Guinea’s peo-
ple are poor and illiterate. Copper and gold mining
has boosted the economy since the 1980s, but other
economic sectors remain to be developed. The 
government of Papua New Guinea is working to
interest companies in Japan, the United States,
China, and Singapore to invest in the country.
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Main Idea
1. Use a chart like the one below

to list factors that have helped
New Zealand develop a pros-
perous economy since World
War II.

Recall
2. Define archipelago.
3. Identify Ferdinand Marcos,

Corazon Aquino, Paul Keating,
ANZUS, David Lange, Jim Bolger.

Critical Thinking
4. Analyzing Information How

has the economy of Australia
changed since the end of World
War II?

Understanding Themes
5. Cultural Diffusion What 

political, economic, and cultural
influences have affected the
development of island coun-
tries in the vast region of the
South Pacific? New Zealand

1.
2.
3.
4.
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E lectronic spreadsheets can help people
manage numbers quickly and easily. You
can use a spreadsheet any time a problem

involves numbers that can be arranged in rows
and columns.

Learning the Skill
A spreadsheet is an electronic worksheet. All

spreadsheets follow a basic design of rows and
columns. Each column (vertical) is assigned a let-
ter or number. Each row (horizontal) is assigned
a number. Each point where a column and row
intersect is called a cell. The cell’s position on the
spreadsheet is labeled according to its corre-
sponding column and row—Column A, Row 1
(A1); Column B, Row 2 (B2), and so on.

Spreadsheets use standard formulas to calcu-
late the numbers. You create a simple mathemat-
ical equation that uses these standard formulas
and the computer does the calculations for you.

Practicing the Skill
Suppose you want to know the population

densities (population per square mile) of the
countries in South Asia. Use these steps to create
a spreadsheet that will provide this information.
1. In cell A1 type Country, in cell B1 type

Population, in cell C1 type Land Area (square
miles), and in cell D1 type Population per
square mile.

2. In cells A2-A5 respectively, type one of the
following country’s name: India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. In cell A6, type the
words Total for South Asia.

3. In cells B2-B5, enter the population area of
each country shown in cells A2-A5.  

4. In cells C2-C5, enter the land area (square
miles) of each country shown in cells A2-A5.

5. In cell D2, create a formula to calculate the
population per square mile. The formula for
the equation tells what cells (B1 ÷ C1) to
divide. Copy this formula into cells D3-D5.

6. Use the process in step 5 to create and copy a
formula to calculate the total population of
South Asia (B2 + B3 + B4 + B5) for cell B6; to
calculate the total Land Area of South Asia
(C2 + C3 + C4 + C5) for cell C6.

7. Use the process in step 5 to create and copy 
a formula to calculate the population per
square mile of South Asia (B6 ÷ C6) for cell
D6. 

Applying the Skill
Use a spreadsheet to enter your test scores

and your homework grades. At the end of the
grading period, the spreadsheet can calculate
your average grade.

For More Practice
Turn to the Skill Practice in the Chapter

Assessment on page 925 for more practice in
using a spreadsheet. 

Using a Spreadsheet

TechnologyTechnology



Reviewing Facts
1. History Use a time line like the one below

to identify key events in the struggle for
control of Indochina.

2. Culture Identify examples of women who
have been successful in Asian politics.

3. Culture Explain the role of the Dalai Lama.
4. History Discuss the policies of Mao Zedong

and Deng Xiaoping, and describe their
effects on the Chinese people.

5. Citizenship Identify examples of how
human rights have advanced and how they
have been violated in Asia since World War
II.

6. History Identify the causes and outcome of
the Korean War.

7. History Describe the impact of the Vietnam
War on Southeast Asia and the United States.

Critical Thinking
1. Apply Using examples from Asia, explain

whether a country’s economic progress is 
related to its form of government.

2. Analyze What impact did Japan’s recovery
after World War II have on global affairs?

3. Synthesize Explain how events in Asia
since 1945 have influenced the population
profile of the people of the United States.

4. Analyze How do you think the return of
Hong Kong to China has affected China and
Hong Kong?

Using Key Terms
Write the key term that completes each sentence. 
Then write a sentence for each term not chosen.

a. referendum g. sect
b. stalemate h. special economic zones
c. archipelago i. domino theory
d. refugee j. nonaligned
e. quota k. pollution
f. pragmatists l. gross domestic product

1. In the 1960s the growing American role in
Vietnam was justified by those who accepted
the _________.

2. Jawaharlal Nehru believed if India and other
less powerful countries remained __________
in the cold war, they could provide alterna-
tives to the superpowers.

3. In China, a group known as ________
favored modernizing China through
increased trade and contacts with the West.

4. The Chinese government has allowed foreign
privately owned businesses to flourish in
____________ located in southeastern China.

5. In a ___________, voters are asked to accept
or reject a measure.
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Imagine that you and your family
have moved to an Asian country. Write a
letter back to your friends in the United
States about your experiences during the
first year in your new country.

Using Your History Journal
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Self-Check Quiz

Visit the World History: The Human Experience
Web site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click 
on Chapter 33—Self-Check Quiz to prepare for the 
Chapter Test.

Using a Word Processor
Locate resources about
present-day North Korea and
South Korea. Organize your findings by creating
a fact sheet comparing the two countries. Use a
word processor to create a chart. Headings to
include are population, type of economy, GDP,
type of government, currency, infant mortality
rate, literacy rate, and official religion. Provide a
map of each country that shows political bound-
aries, major cities, and natural resources.

Technology Activity 

1945
1975

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/quiz.shtml?BOOK=004&CHAPTER=33&TITLE=Asia+and+the+Pacific


5. Analyze United
States President
Richard Nixon visit-
ed China in 1972.
What historic change
in United States for-
eign policy did this
visit signal?

Understanding Themes
1. Change What factors account for Japan’s

economic recovery and prosperity after
World War II?

2. Revolution What changes did the
Communist takeover of 1949 bring to China
during the 1950s? How have policies
changed since the 1970s? 

3. Regionalism What basic reason keeps Korea
divided into two nations? 

4. Conflict How did the United States get
involved in the war in Vietnam?  

5. Diversity Why was India partitioned in
1947? Why did Pakistan later split into two
separate nations?

6. Cultural Diffusion What new national and
ethnic groups have come to once predomi-
nantly British Australia as a result of changes
in immigration since World War II? 

1. The era from about 1950 to the present and
on into the twenty-first century has been
called the Asian Century. Explain what
name you would give to the 100 years
prior to 1950.

2. The involvement by the United States in
Vietnam was based on the domino theory
and the Truman Doctrine, both of which
declared the United States commitment to
containing communism. What circum-
stances, if any, do you think would justify
United States involvement overseas today?

Geography in History
1. Region Refer to the map on this page. What

generalization describes the diverse
economies of East Asia and the Pacific?

2. Place What nations make up the middle-
income economies group?

3. Region What do the economies of Japan and
Australia have in common according to the
map?

Skill Practice
Look at the weather page in a newspaper or on 
the Internet. Choose a city in Asia or the Pacific
that is listed in the weather report for interna-
tional cities. Using an electronic spreadsheet
over a 4-week period, note both the high and
low temperature for each day. Insert an equa-
tion to calculate the average temperature for
the first day. Copy the equation to calculate the
average temperature for each day. Using your
spreadsheet software, create a line graph show-
ing the daily high, daily low, and the daily
average temperature for this 4-week period.
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