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            British author George 
Orwell writes Animal Farm.

1945             Jackie Robinson becomes first 
African American major-league 
baseball player.

1947

            Jonas Salk discovers
vaccine against polio.

1954

PoliticalPolitical

Social/CulturalSocial/Cultural

            Cuban 
missile crisis occurs.

1962            Korean 
War begins.

1950             Six-Day War is 
fought in Middle East. 

1967

            United States lands
astronauts on the moon.

1969

1945 19551950 19651960 1970

1968 The film 2001: 
A Space Odyssey is released.
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International tension continued after World War

II. Two blocs of nations aligned themselves behind

the United States and the Soviet Union to dominate world politics.

The two sides fought a cold war using economic powers, diplomacy,

espionage, and the threat of nuclear war. When the cold war ended,

leaders struggled to address the long-standing problems of national-

ism, poverty in the developing nations, unequal distribution of

resources, and environmental damage.

The pace of scientific and technological change quickened.

Satellite communications and computers linked in a global network

offered undreamed of challenges and opportunities. When you turn

on your computer, remember that it has been just a few years since

this technology was invented. No one can guess the nature or

degree of change it will bring to your future.
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            John Paul II becomes 
first pope from Poland.

1978 

            U. S. troops
leave Vietnam; oil
embargo begins. 

1973             Berlin
Wall falls.

1989             Soviet Union 
breaks up; cold war 
ends.

1991 

            Disaster at USSR‘s Chernobyl
nuclear power plant leaks radiation into
the atmosphere. 

1986            Invention of the 
microprocessor launches 
computer revolution.

1971

            Czechoslovakia
divides into Czech 
Republic and Slovakia.

1993

1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000

1999 The world 
  population  reaches 
  six billion.

Computer Pentium chip

In the twentieth century, the space race devel-
oped as a competition between countries to
excel in developing space technology, resulting
in the landing of a man on the moon.

To better understand this time period,
view videodisc Chapter 8: The Moon Landing
in Turning Points in World History.

and
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The United States
Satellite Communications

In October 1957, a special announcement interrupted radio
broadcasts across the United States. “Listen now … for the
sound which forever separates the old from the new,” said the
broadcaster. Then a transmission from outer space—an eerie
beep … beep … beep.

The former Soviet Union had taken the lead in space
exploration by launching a tiny communications satellite
named Sputnik I. A crudely simple device by today’s stan-
dards, the first satellite could do little more than beam back
radio signals. In the cold war era, however, it sent shock
waves through American society. 

Three years later, the United States launched Echo and
Courier. Instead of beeps, these satellites relayed telephone
calls between Europe and the United States. In 1962, the
United States launched Telstar—the first satellite to relay live
television programs from one place to another. By the 1980s
people around the world with satellite dish antennas could
tune in to hundreds of television programs. The effect was rev-
olutionary. Repressive governments in Eastern Europe and
elsewhere could not legislate against free speech beamed
down from the skies. 

T
he invention of writing
reshaped history. So did
Johannes Gutenberg’s 

use of movable type. Today electronics
technology is moving communications
forward at a startling rate. Two of the
biggest changes have been the linking 
of people around the world via satellite
broadcasts and the creation of a vast 
computer network known as the Internet.

Telstar

Spread
The

of

The

of
Spread

IdeasIdeas

United States

Africa
China

Communications 
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China
Satellite Dishes

In the 1990s, satellite dishes sprouted like
mushrooms across the People’s Republic of China.
Star TV, a pan-Asian satellite service, boomed
down Mandarin-speaking rappers out of Hong
Kong, English broadcasts of CNN News, NFL
football games, and movies from Japan. The
uncensored broadcasts enraged government offi-
cials. However, a 1993 ban against satellite dishes
proved nearly impossible to enforce. Even while
officials tried to dismantle the thousands of large
dishes, kits for smaller dishes were being smug-
gled into the country. 

The example of China was repeated in other
nations with repressive policies. Iran, Myanmar
(Burma), and other countries tried and failed to
ban satellite reception. Even free governments,
such as India, expressed concern about the “cul-
tural invasion,” but satellite television, a part of
the information age, was here to stay.

LINKING THE IDEAS

1. How did the revolution in satellite communi-
cations get its start?

2. How has this revolution affected nondemo-
cratic political systems?

Critical Thinking
3. Drawing Conclusions How has the revolu-

tion in communications made our world more
interdependent?

High school students accessing the Internet

Satellite dish

Africa
The Internet

A telephone line, a modem, and a personal computer—that 
is all someone needs to jump on the information super-highway.
Internet Web sites can be accessed globally, connecting computer

users on every continent.
In Africa, UNESCO is helping the 

Pan-African News Agency to link to the
Internet. The project will help Africans over-
come one of the legacies of imperialism—a
communications system that linked African
nations with European capitals rather than
with each other. The driving force behind 
the project, a Senegalese journalist named
Babacar Fall, sees the Internet as one of the
keys to unlocking Africa’s economic poten-
tial. “Without information,” explained Fall,
“there can be no development.”



            John F. Kennedy becomes
President of the United States.

1961

            The United States and
the Soviet Union conclude the
SALT I agreement.   

1972

            Democracies in North 
America and Western Europe 
form NATO.

1949

            Treaty of Rome
establishes the European
Common Market.

1957

1975196519551945
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The Cold War

> Conflict A cold war develops
between the United States and the
Soviet Union, the two superpowers
after World War II. Section 1

> Change The Soviet Union tries to
move away from the legacy of Stal-
in while maintaining its control
over Eastern Europe. Section 2

> Regionalism Western European
democracies develop closer region-
al unity. Section 3

> Cooperation The United States
and Canada build strong economies
and forge closer ties. Section 4

S
The
toryteller

In 1948 the city of West Berlin was an island in the middle

of a hostile sea. The Soviets had cut off all land routes into the

German city in the hope of driving out the Western Allies. For

11 months the United States airlifted food to 2 million stranded

residents in West Berlin.

One day while his plane was on the ground in West Berlin,

an American pilot, Lieutenant Gale S. Halvorsen, met a group

of German children. Although they had received few sweets to

eat during the blockade, they did not beg. He told them to wait

for his plane at the end of the airport runway the next day. The

children came, and, to their delight, packets of gum and choco-

late showered down from Halvorsen’s plane.

Soon other pilots joined “Operation Little Vittles,” and the

crowds of children grew. The children named Halvorsen “the

Chocolate Pilot.”

What developments led to a cold war between the
Western democracies and the Soviet Union? How did this
East-West split affect world affairs during the next 40 years? 

Historical Significance
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Interview people who can remember
the early period of the cold war. Evaluate
the reliability of  their accounts by ana-
lyzing their background, biases, and
closeness to the events.

Your History Journal

During the Soviet era, vast numbers of military vehicles and
marchers paraded past Soviet leaders in Moscow’s famous Red

Square to celebrate May Day (May 1st), the Communist workers’ holiday.

History
Visualizing

Chapter Overview

Visit the World History: The Human Experience
Web site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click
on Chapter 32—Chapter Overview to preview 
the chapter.

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/chapter32/overview.html


T
he United States and the Soviet Union
emerged from World War II as the
world’s two superpowers. No other

countries were equal to them in military power or
political influence. Differences in political beliefs
and policies soon pulled the two superpowers
apart and led to a struggle between them known as
the cold war. In the cold war, each superpower
sought world influence by means short of total war.
This was because the possibility of nuclear war
made the costs of a “hot” war too high. The
“weapons” used in the cold war included the threat
of force, the use of propaganda, and the sending of
military and economic aid to weaker nations.     

The United Nations
In the closing months of World War II, the

Allies started planning for the postwar world. To
handle future global problems, they had agreed at
Yalta to replace the League of Nations with the
United Nations, a new, permanent international
organization. The purpose of the United Nations
(UN) was to maintain peace by guaranteeing the
security of member nations. It would foster good
relations among nations based on the principles of
equal rights and self-determination. It would also
encourage cooperation on economic, cultural, and
humanitarian problems.

In April 1945, representatives from 50 nations
gathered in San Francisco to draft the Charter of
the United Nations, which was completed and
signed in June. The United Nations, headquartered
in New York City, held its first sessions in 1946. 

Although the UN Charter provided for six
major bodies, it assigned the bulk of power to only
two of them—the Security Council and the General
Assembly. The Security Council, established to
decide diplomatic, political, and military disputes,
was made up of 11 members. The five permanent 
members were Great Britain, China, France, the
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            The United States 
announces the Truman Doctrine 
and the Marshall Plan.

1947             Soviets and 
East Germans build
the Berlin Wall.

1961            West Germany
joins NATO.

1955

1945 19651955

Nikita Khrushchev recalled the beginning of
the arms race: “We are surrounded by American
air bases.… For many years after the war,
bombers were to represent the major threat in our
enemy’s arsenal of weapons. It took time and a
great deal of work for us to develop a bomber force
on our own.… Two of our famous designers  …

developed the MiG-15, which
in time was acknowledged as
the best jet fighter in the
world.… However, our supe-
riority was short-lived.
During the Korean War the
U.S. started making a jet
fighter that was better than
the MiG-15, and soon the
Americans ruled the air over
Korea.”
—from Khrushchev
Remembers, The Last
Testament, translated and
edited by Strobe Talbott,
1974

S e c t i o n 1

The East-West Split

S
The
toryteller

Nikita Khrushchev

> Terms to Define
superpower, cold war, satellite, iron
curtain, containment, arms race, 
ideology, bloc

> People to Meet
Joseph Stalin, Harry S Truman, 
George C. Marshall 

> Places to Locate
San Francisco, Greece, West Berlin

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Key events caused and
heightened the cold war.



United States, and the Soviet Union. Each was
given the right to veto any Security Council deci-
sion. The other six members served two-year terms.
The General Assembly, the policy-making body,
was made up of representatives from all UN mem-
ber nations. Each nation had one vote.

The third body, the Economic and Social Coun-
cil, oversaw the fights against poverty, ignorance,
and disease. The fourth, the International Court of
Justice, handled international legal disputes. The
fifth, the Trusteeship Council, promoted the welfare
of people in colonial territories and helped them
toward self-rule. The sixth, the Secretariat, handled
the UN’s administrative work.

During the postwar period, the UN effectively
resolved many crises. However, the right of veto
given to the Security Council’s permanent mem-
bers made the UN powerless to resolve any dispute
involving the United States and the Soviet Union.
The United Nations became deadlocked. It was
criticized as being a “debating society”—far from
what the signers of the Charter had hoped it 
would be.

From Allies to Arch Enemies
After World War II, the Western Allies—the

United States, Great Britain, and France—believed
the best way to achieve security was to strengthen
democracy and to build prosperous economies in
Europe. The Soviets, however, had different goals.
Historically, they had well-justified fears of inva-
sion and had lost more than 20 million people in

World War II. The Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin want-
ed to establish pro-Soviet governments in Eastern
Europe not only to prevent any future attacks but also
to expand his empire. He made sure Eastern Europe's
Communist parties were loyal to him and worked to
strengthen their position throughout the region.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt had believed
that postwar cooperation with Stalin was possible,
although he was starting to change his mind short-
ly before his death in April 1945. In the months
afterward, Roosevelt’s successor, President Harry S
Truman, and other leaders adopted a much darker
view of Stalin. They concluded that the Soviet 
dictator wanted to control Eastern Europe with the
same ruthlessness that he used to govern the 
Soviet Union.

The Iron Curtain
Eastern Europe thus became the first region

where Soviet and Western interests came into con-
flict. In Albania and Yugoslavia, local Communist
parties, which had led the resistance against Axis
forces in their countries, took control with little help
from the Soviets.  In Poland, Romania, and Bulgaria,
where Soviet troops were in full command, the
Soviet Union made sure that government ministries
included Communists. Later, breaking his promise
made at Yalta, Stalin refused to allow free elections.
Non-Communists were ousted from governments,
and Communists took charge. By 1947, most of 
the nations of the region had become Soviet 
satellites, controlled by the Soviet Union. 
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All seemed well
when American

and Soviet forces met at the Elbe
River in April 1945. What events in
Eastern Europe changed the American
attitude toward the Soviet Union?

History
Visualizing



Stalin’s actions in Eastern Europe convinced
President Truman that the United States had to resist
further Soviet moves. Truman was backed by British
statesman Winston Churchill. In March 1946,
Churchill had first used the phrase “iron curtain” in
a speech in Fulton, Missouri: “From Stettin in the
Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic an iron curtain has
descended across the continent of Europe.”
Thereafter, iron curtain referred to the Soviet-made
divider that split Europe into non-Communist
Western Europe and Communist Eastern Europe.

Containing Communism
To counter any expansionist threat from the

Soviet Union, the United States developed a new 

foreign policy in 1947. The idea for the new policy
was presented in early 1947 by George Kennan, a
State Department expert on the Soviet Union.
Believing that the Soviets sought to expand their 
territory without war, he suggested a policy of 
containment—holding back the spread of commu-
nism. By standing firm, the United States hoped to
keep communism inside its existing borders. 

The Truman Doctrine 
In the spring of 1947, President Truman applied

the containment policy for the first time in the east-
ern Mediterranean. In Greece, local Communists
were fighting a guerrilla war against the pro-
Western monarchy. They were aided by 
Communists from neighboring Yugoslavia and
Albania. The West feared that the fall of Greece to
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After World War II, Europe became divided between the Soviet and Western 
spheres of influence.
Place What nations of Europe remained neutral?
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In 1961 Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev (left)
and United States President John F. Kennedy held
a cold war meeting. Khrushchev insisted that
troops of the Soviet Union’s former World War II

Allies—France, Great Britain, and the United States—
must leave West Berlin. The Allies’ part of Berlin was
entirely inside East Germany, a nation separate from
West Germany and an ally of the Soviet Union.
Kennedy refused, believing that the Soviets would take
control over West Berlin if the Allies departed. Two
months later the Soviets shocked the people of both

Berlins—and the world—by building the Berlin Wall.
The Berlin Wall became an important symbol of the

cold war. For nearly a half century after the end of World
War II the world’s two superpowers, the United States
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, dominat-
ed the world and fought a “cold” war. In fact, it was not
always cold. The two powers fought a number of
regional conflicts either directly or through allies,
including the Korean and Vietnam Wars. In 1989 the
Berlin Wall was torn down; in 1991, the Soviet Union
crumbled and the cold war came to an end. �

Cold War
�

PICTURING HISTORY
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communism would endanger Western influence in
the eastern Mediterranean region.

Great Britain was the traditional defender of
the eastern Mediterranean. Economic weaknesses,
however, prevented the British from continuing
their commitment. In February 1947, Great Britain
asked the United States to assume British responsi-
bilities in the area. A month later, Truman asked
Congress for a $400 million aid program for Greece
and Turkey. In asking Congress for support,
Truman made a new statement of foreign policy
that became known as the Truman Doctrine:

I believe that it must be the policy of the
United States to support free peoples
who are resisting attempted subjugation
by armed minorities or by outside pres-
sures…. [W]e must assist free peoples to
work out their own destiny in their own
way.

Congress approved Truman’s aid request. With
the Truman Doctrine, the United States took on

international responsibilities as the leader of the
Western world. American military aid would now
be available to any nation threatened by commu-
nism. As a result, Greece was able to defeat the
Communist guerrillas and the spread of commu-
nism in the eastern Mediterranean was blocked.

The Marshall Plan
Conditions in Europe posed immediate and

long-term challenges for the United States. World
War II had severely weakened European
economies. The Truman administration feared that
a European economic collapse would open Europe
to communism. It believed that the military and
economic security of the United States depended
on a strong and democratic Europe.

Therefore, the United States government
devised a new approach to aiding Europe. On June
5, 1947, Secretary of State George C. Marshall pro-
posed an aid program known as the Marshall Plan.
Its purpose was to restore “the confidence of
European people in the economic future of their

of theof the

Rebuilding Europe
Fearing the spread of communism, the

United States adopted strong economic programs
to rebuild Europe after World War II. The Soviets
responded with a rival plan in Eastern Europe.

868

Devastation in the
divided city of Berlin
challenged the resolve of
the West to restore not
only the structures but
the spirit of the people.



own countries.” For the plan to work, Marshall
urged a united effort to determine Europe’s eco-
nomic needs and how the United States could help.

Western European countries responded enthu-
siastically to the Marshall Plan; however, the Soviet
Union refused to participate in the plan and forced
its Eastern European allies to do the same. Despite
their great need for economic aid, the Soviets felt
they could not afford to give out information about
their economy. They also opposed linking their
Communist economy with capitalist ones.

The Marshall Plan was a great success. Western
European nations worked together to boost pro-
ductivity, reduce trade barriers, and use resources
efficiently. They received about $13 billion in aid
during the next four years. By 1951, Western
Europe’s economies were prospering, and Com-
munist prospects in these countries had declined.

The Marshall Plan extended American influ-
ence in Western Europe and helped unite the region
into a single economic group to counter the Soviets.
In reaction to the Marshall Plan, in 1949 the Soviet
Union set up a rival plan known as the Council for

Mutual Economic Assistance, or COMECON.
Eastern Europe was thus formed into a competing
economic group led by the Soviet Union.

Germany Divided
In 1945, Germany had been divided into four

zones, controlled by Great Britain, France, the
United States, and the Soviet Union. The zones of
the Western Allies included the western part of
Germany, while the Soviet zone encompassed east-
ern Germany. The city of Berlin, deep within the
Soviet zone, was also divided into four sectors.

REFLECTING ON THE TIMES
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1. Why was it difficult for the United States to
send supplies into Berlin in 1948?

2. What is the purpose of the large sign on the
railway car delivering goods in Greece?

3. Why did the Soviet Union prevent its allies
from participating in the Marshall Plan?

Threatened by revolt, Greece
received economic aid under the
Truman Doctrine until the Marshall
Plan went into effect.

Modern Warsaw finally
emerged from behind the
iron curtain when Poland
overthrew its Communist
government in 1989.

Student Web Activity 32

Visit the World History: The Human Experience Web 
site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click on 
Chapter 32—Student Web Activities for an activity 
relating to the Marshall Plan.

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/chapter32/webact.html


Zones of Occupation
The Western Allies and the Soviets could not

reach agreement on a final peace treaty for
Germany. As relations with Stalin soured, the
United States, Great Britain, and France decided to
include their zones in the Marshall Plan as means to
contain communism.

While the Soviets stripped their German zone
of its industrial resources and equipment, the three
Western powers aided their zones toward econom-
ic recovery. Free elections for local governments
were held in the Western zones. The United States,
Great Britain, and France also agreed to combine
their sectors of Berlin to form what became known
as the city of West Berlin. They also planned to
form an independent West German state by joining
their zones of occupation.

The Berlin Blockade
In June 1948, the Soviets tried to block this

merger plan by cutting all land access from the
West into West Berlin. Two million Berliners
depended on the Western Allies for all their food,
fuel, and other needs. The United States and other
Western countries considered and rejected the idea
of using force to regain access to Berlin. Instead,
they came up with a plan to airlift needed supplies

to the isolated city.
To keep the city alive,

at least 4,000 tons of sup-
plies were needed every
day. Airplanes surpassed
this goal by landing every
three minutes at West
Berlin’s two airports. At
the peak of the airlift,
13,000 tons were landed in
one day. The airlift would
continue for 11 months. Its
success finally forced the
Soviets to lift the blockade
in May 1949.

That same month, the
Western Allies went ahead
with their plans to form
an independent West Ger-
man state. A constitution
was approved that set up
a federal system of 10
states. In the fall of 1949,
the Federal Republic of
Germany, or West Germany,
was proclaimed. Its capi-
tal was Bonn. The Soviets
then set up the German

Democratic Republic, or East Germany, with its
capital East Berlin. Thus, Germany was divided
into two separate countries.

New Alliances
Just before the Berlin blockade, another crisis

had occurred in Europe. In February 1948,
Czechoslovakia was taken over by Communists
and incorporated into the Soviet alliance system.
The Czechoslovak and Berlin crises heightened
Western concerns about military defense. In April
1949, shortly before the end of the Berlin blockade,
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
was formed by the United States, Great Britain,
France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg,
Italy, Portugal, Denmark, Iceland, Norway, and
Canada. NATO expanded to include Greece and
Turkey in 1952 and West Germany in 1955.
Members of this military alliance agreed that an
attack on one would be considered an attack on all.
In response to NATO, the Soviet Union and its
Eastern European allies signed a military agreement
known as the Warsaw Pact in 1955.

Later events showed that the purpose of the
Warsaw Pact was as much to strengthen the Soviet
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hold on Eastern Europe as to defend it. Soviet troops
stationed in Hungary under the terms of the
Warsaw Pact were used to suppress a 1956 uprising
there. In 1968 the Soviet Union appealed to the
treaty to justify its invasion of Czechoslovakia,
which had introduced a liberal form of communism.

Worldwide Struggle
The cold war soon turned into a global strug-

gle. In 1949, the Soviets successfully exploded their
first atomic bomb. International tensions further
increased as the two superpowers engaged in an
arms race, or a competition to strengthen their
armed forces and weapons systems.

Meanwhile, communism made rapid advances
in Asia. In the late 1940s, Communist governments
came to power in China and North Korea. In 1950,
the North Koreans, allied to the Soviet Union and
Communist-ruled China, attacked South Korea, a
pro-Western republic. Although the North Koreans
were forced back to their territory, the Korean con-
flict fed Western fears that in communism, it faced
a single, powerful enemy seeking world conquest.

Beginning in the 1950s, the cold war also came
to be not only a test of military strength, but also a
test of the superpowers’ competing ideologies, or
political and economic philosophies—democratic
capitalism on the part of the United States, and
communism on the part of the Soviet Union.
Military buildups, space exploration, and local and
regional conflicts around the globe became entan-
gled in the cold war as the two superpowers sought
to win support and to block gains by the other.

Germany
Germany became a critical flashpoint in the cold

war during the 1950s and 1960s. Nikita Khrushchev
(krush•CHAWF), who became Soviet leader in the

mid-1950s, set out to test the resolve of the new
United States President, John F. Kennedy, in 1961 by
threatening to force the Allies out of West Berlin.
Stating that the West would defend West Berlin’s
freedom, Kennedy bolstered the United States mili-
tary presence, and Khrushchev did not act on his
threats.

Meanwhile, large numbers of East Germans
were fleeing to West Berlin, which was easily acces-
sible to them. In an effort to halt the drain of its
workforce, the East German government, with
Soviet backing, built a concrete wall across the
divided city in August 1961. The Berlin Wall
stemmed the flow of East Germans fleeing commu-
nism and raised East-West tensions. It became a
symbol of the cold war and the hostile confrontation
between democracy and communism.

The Developing World
After the early 1960s, superpower competition

directly affected developing nations in Asia, Africa,
and Latin America. In most areas, such as in Africa
and the Caribbean, the superpowers provided aid
to their allies in the particular region. Sometimes—
as in the case of the Soviet Union in Afghanistan
and the United States in Vietnam—they became
militarily involved themselves. 

By the late 1970s, however, the division of the
world into two blocs, or groups of nations, each
headed by a superpower, was coming to an end.
The United States, wary of military involvements,
faced growing challenges to its hold on world mar-
kets. Western Europe and Japan, less dependent on
the United States, were prosperous economic pow-
ers in their own right. The Soviet Union, faltering
economically, was facing internal pressures for
change. Finally, many smaller nations, aligned with
neither superpower, were following their own
paths of development. All of these events marked
the move away from a world dominated by the
superpowers to one in which there were many
competing groups of countries.  
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to identify key events
that caused and intensified the
cold war.

Recall
2. Define superpower, cold war,

satellite, iron curtain, 
containment, arms race, 
ideology, bloc.

3. Identify Joseph Stalin, Harry S
Truman, George C. Marshall,
the Marshall Plan, NATO,
Warsaw Pact.

Critical Thinking
4. Analyzing Information

What geographic factor made
the Berlin blockade possible?

Understanding Themes
5. Conflict What were some of

the “weapons” of the cold war?
What did the superpowers
hope to accomplish with them?

SECTION 1 ASSESSMENT

Cold War



T
he cold war affected the internal policies
of the Soviet Union and its Eastern
European satellites. During the late

1940s and early 1950s, Joseph Stalin believed that a
full-scale conflict with the West was inevitable. To
confront the West, the Soviet leader increased his
control over the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.
He purged Communist parties of officials suspect-
ed of disloyalty. He also forbade writers and artists
to use Western ideas in their works.

The Soviet Union
After World War II, Stalin worked to rebuild

the Soviet Union’s heavy industry and to boost its
military strength. The Soviet Union surpassed its
prewar rates of production in several major prod-
ucts, including coal, steel, and oil. It continued a
high level of military spending and exploded its
first nuclear bomb. In spite of the country’s military
prestige, life for the average Soviet citizen was dif-
ficult. Towns and cities destroyed by the war were
rebuilt but consumer goods, food, and clothing
remained in short supply because of high military
spending.

Stalin died in March 1953. He was succeeded
by a collective leadership of top Communist 
officials. Nikita Khrushchev, who served as
Communist party secretary, emerged as the domi-
nant leader in 1955.

De-Stalinization 
In the following year, the 20th Congress of the

Soviet Communist Party was held in Moscow. At a
secret session, Nikita Khrushchev gave a controver-
sial speech about Stalin. He denounced the Soviet
dictator for the purges in the 1930s, in which thou-
sands of loyal party members had been tortured

872 Chapter 32 The Cold War

            Nikita Khrushchev becomes the
dominant leader in the Soviet Union. 
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Peter Hauptman and Willi Pfeiffer had been
best friends since childhood. Although their homes
were only two blocks apart, they lived in different
sectors of Berlin. Now, literally overnight, their fre-
quent visits ended. The Soviet sector was walled
off. Not just a barricade or a lowered gate, it was a
wall, protected by barbed wire and concrete blocks.
Peter stood on the western side of the wall, strain-

ing to catch a glimpse of Willi.
But it was to no avail. Everyone
living near the wall’s eastern
side had been forcibly relocated,
and the nearby apartment doors
and windows were sealed shut. 

—adapted from People and
Politics: The Years 1960–1975,
translated and edited by Strobe
Talbott, 1974
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and condemned to death or sent to labor camps.
He also accused Stalin of creating a “cult of person-
ality,” in which he boosted his own image at the
expense of the Communist party.

Khrushchev’s anti-Stalin speech was part of a
broader program of de-Stalinization, which he
undertook from 1956 to 1964 to reverse some of the
policies that had existed under Stalin. Khrushchev
understood that many Soviet citizens wanted a
relaxation of government controls and an improved
standard of living. While keeping Stalin’s Five-Year
Plans and collective farms, he promised better
wages and more consumer goods. He gave artists
and intellectuals more freedom. He also reduced
the terror of the secret police and freed many polit-
ical prisoners from labor camps.

Cold War “Thaw” 
By the mid-1950s, both American and Soviet

leaders were interested in reducing cold-war 
tensions. Khrushchev called for a policy of 
peaceful coexistence in which the Soviets would
compete with the West but avoid war. He stated the
Soviet Union would surpass the West economically
and encouraged other countries to follow the
Communist model. 

To make the Soviet Union more economically
competitive, Khrushchev tried to boost production

by improving working conditions. He
sought to improve housing and to
increase the production of consumer
goods. The Soviet leader also put new
emphasis on technological research.
This paid off in 1957 with the launch
of Sputnik I, the world’s first space
satellite. Sputnik stunned the United
States and boosted the prestige of the
Soviet Union and its leader.

Despite the cold war “thaw,” both
superpowers continued a massive
military buildup. In the late 1950s, the
Americans and Soviets successfully
tested long-range rockets known as
intercontinental ballistic missiles, or
ICBMs, and added them to their arse-
nals. ICBMs for the first time could
target locations in both countries. A
nuclear war would result in what was
known as mutual assured destruc-
tion—that is, the certain destruction of
both nations.

Even as they pursued this deadly
race, United States and Soviet leaders
sought to maintain peace. Summit
meetings were the most visible of

many contacts between Soviets and the United
States. United States President Dwight Eisenhower
and Soviet Premier Khrushchev met in Geneva,
Switzerland, in 1955 and again in 1959 at Camp
David, in Maryland. They recognized the deadly
threat of nuclear war and agreed on the need to end
the arms race. They planned a four-power summit
for Paris in May 1960 and Khrushchev invited
Eisenhower to visit the Soviet Union later in the
year. But shortly before the Paris summit, the
Soviets shot down an American U-2 spy plane over
their territory and captured its pilot. Facing criti-
cism from the Soviet military, Khrushchev strongly
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Richard M. Nixon, on a

tour of the Soviet Union, visited an exhibition of
American products with Soviet leader Nikita
Khrushchev. The two leaders soon got into a
heated argument on the merits of capitalism ver-
sus communism. The argument became known as
the “kitchen debate” because the two men were
standing in front of a model kitchen display.



denounced the United States and canceled Eisen-
hower’s visit. Relations soon worsened further.

The Cuban Missile Crisis
The Soviet Union and the United States came to

the brink of nuclear war in 1962. In 1961,
Eisenhower was succeeded as United States
President by John F. Kennedy, who adopted a
dynamic foreign policy to impress the Soviets with
American strength and boost American prestige
abroad. Testing Kennedy’s resolve, Khrushchev
used pressure to try to remove the Allies from
Berlin. Then in 1962 he secretly began to install
nuclear missiles on Cuba 90 miles (145 km) from
Florida. In his gamble, the Soviet leader hoped to
offset American missiles based in Turkey that were
aimed at the Soviet Union. He also wanted to get
from Kennedy a promise not to overthrow Cuba’s
Communist government. Devising a strong
response short of attack, Kennedy blockaded Cuba.
Khrushchev then agreed to withdraw the missiles;
and in return, Kennedy pledged not to invade Cuba.

The Cuban missile crisis was one of the most
significant events in the cold war. Having come so
close to nuclear conflict, the superpowers decided
to establish a better relationship. In 1963, a tele-
phone “hot line” linked Washington and Moscow
to provide instant communication. That same 
year, the Soviets and the Western Allies also signed 
a treaty banning nuclear weapons tests in the
atmosphere.

Meanwhile, Khrushchev’s position within the
Soviet Union weakened. In addition to his poor
handling of the Cuban missile crisis, relations with
China had soured, and Khrushchev’s economic
policies were in trouble. Heavy spending on tech-
nology, defense, and heavy industry had left little
for improving agriculture and consumer goods. Far
from surpassing the United States, the Soviet Union
was forced to import grain from the United States.
Sharply rising meat and butter prices provoked
angry public demonstrations. In October 1964,
Khrushchev was removed from office. 

The Brezhnev Era 
The Communist party chose a new collective

leadership: Aleksei Kosygin (kuh•SEE•guhn) was
premier and Leonid Brezhnev (BREHZH•NEHF)
was general secretary of the party.  By the mid-
1970s, Brezhnev emerged as the dominant leader.
He remained in control until his death in 1982. 

Cautious and traditional, Brezhnev reversed
Khrushchev’s de-Stalinization policies. He clamped
down again on intellectuals and dissidents—those
who criticized the party or regime. Two prominent

dissidents refused to be silenced. Alexander
Solzhenitsyn (SOHL•zhuh•NEET•suhn), author of
many works including The Gulag Archipelago, an
account of the horrors of Soviet prison camps, was
eventually deported and settled in the United
States. Dr. Andrei Sakharov (SAH•kuh•RAWF), sci-
entist and developer of the Soviet hydrogen bomb,
later denounced the arms race and was sentenced
to internal exile in Gorki.

Brezhnev’s military and economic policies
were similar to Khrushchev’s. Concerned that there
was a missile gap with the United States, he greatly
increased the Soviet nuclear arsenal and its sup-
plies of conventional weapons.  He felt that military
power gave the Soviet Union a stronger position in
world diplomacy. 

Under Brezhnev, economic conditions, howev-
er, worsened in the Soviet Union. Heavy military
spending stifled growth in other sectors of the
economy. Soviet workers had to make do with out-
dated equipment. Technologically, many industries
were at least 20 years behind the times. Consumer
goods were shoddy and in short supply. Farmers
were only one-sixth as productive as their
American counterparts. Poor harvests forced the
Soviet Union to again import grain from the West.

Detente
By 1972, Brezhnev was ready to reduce ten-

sions with the West. He hoped to find a way to cut
military spending without falling behind the
United States militarily. He also needed access to
Western technology, grain, and consumer goods.

The United States was ready for Brezhnev’s
policy of detente. Derived from the French word
meaning “relaxation,” detente referred to an
improvement of American-Soviet relations. A 1972
summit meeting between Brezhnev and United
States President Richard Nixon in Moscow began a
period of detente that lasted seven years. The
Brezhnev-Nixon summit led to the signing of the
SALT (Strategic Arms Limitation Talks) treaty,
under which both sides agreed to limit the number
of nuclear warheads and missiles each country
could maintain. SALT did not reduce the number of
weapons or end the arms race; it did slow it signif-
icantly.

Detente did not end the rivalry between the
United States and the Soviet Union. The countries
continued to compete for influence in various parts
of the world. In 1979, the Soviets invaded neigh-
boring Afghanistan to reinforce local Communist
control. The move shocked the West and marked
the end of detente. It also drew the Soviet Union
into a 10-year guerrilla war against tough Afghan
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nationalists. The occupation of Afghanistan
drained the Soviet national treasury, brought about
the deaths of thousands of young Soviet soldiers,
and became extremely unpopular at home.

Soviet Satellites
For most of the cold war, the Soviet Union

maintained tight control over its Eastern European
satellites. The peoples of these nations resented
Soviet domination, but were largely powerless
against the secret police and Soviet troops.

Yugoslavia 
After World War II, Yugoslavia became the

only large Communist state in Eastern Europe to
resist Soviet control. Its leader, Josip Broz Tito, had
participated in the resistance against the Nazis. As
much a nationalist as a Communist, Tito insisted on
developing his own national policies.  Angered by
Tito’s independence, Stalin expelled Yugoslavia
from the international Communist movement.
Throughout Eastern Europe, Stalin waged a propa-
ganda war against what he called Titoism, or the

tendency of some Communists to place their
national interests above those of the Soviet Union.
With the support of his people, Tito resisted Soviet
pressure, developed his own form of communism,
held together the different religious and ethnic
groups of the country, and won aid from the West.
He led Yugoslavia until his death in 1980.

East Germany 
Although it recovered from World War II more

slowly than West Germany, East Germany became
the most prosperous of the Soviet satellites. Its peo-
ple deeply resented Soviet controls, however. In the
aftermath of Stalin’s death in 1953, East German
workers went on strike and rioted when the gov-
ernment tried to lengthen the work day without an
increase in wages. Soviet troops and tanks easily
put down the revolt.

In the years that followed, nearly 3 million East
Germans migrated to West Germany, by way of
West Berlin, the only safe access available once the
Soviets sealed the East German-West German bor-
der. A large percentage of the migrants were well-
educated professionals who were attracted by West
Germany’s higher standard of living and greater
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freedoms. This “brain drain” was an embarrass-
ment to the Soviets and an economic blow to the
nation.

East Germany’s problems contributed to a new
cold war crisis in 1959. By then, West Germany had
recovered from the war and was fully armed with
tanks, bombs, and guns. It also had nuclear
weapons on its soil under the control of NATO
command. Alarmed at this development, Khru-
shchev called for negotiations on European securi-
ty and on a nuclear-free Germany. He also demand-
ed that the Western powers withdraw from Berlin.

Frustrated by the lack of a settlement and the
continuing flight of East Germans, Khrushchev
ordered the construction of what became the noto-
rious Berlin Wall. In 1961, East German soldiers
began work on the wall, a massive concrete struc-
ture 26 miles (42 km) long and up to 15 feet (4.6 m)
high, topped with electrified wire. 

The stated purpose of the wall was to keep
Westerners out, but its true purpose was to halt the
exodus of East Germans from East Berlin. To escape
to West Berlin, people now had to get past mined
trenches, guard dogs, and self-activating guns.
Then they had to scale the wall itself. Stories
reached the West of heroic escapes, but scores of
East Germans died trying to run to freedom. The
Berlin Wall halted the flow of East German
refugees, and it became the most visible and 
powerful physical symbol of the iron curtain.

Poland 
Under Communist rule, Poland industrialized

and, among the satellites, became second in manu-
facturing only to East Germany. Poles, however,
resented Soviet controls.  They were angered by the
government’s efforts to collectivize farms and by 
its anti-Catholic policies. In June 1956 workers
demanding better wages rioted in the city of
Poznan. Upheavals in other cities forced Poland’s
Communist leaders to remove hard-line officials
from office.

Poland’s new leader was Wladyslaw Gomulka
(VLAH•dee•slah goh•MUL•kuh), a popular
Communist who had been accused of anti-Soviet
activities and jailed during the late 1940s. Gomulka
freed political prisoners, ended forced collectiviza-
tion, and eased relations with the Catholic Church.
He retained close ties with the Soviet Union, how-
ever. By the mid-1960s many of the Polish freedoms
had again been lost.

In the 1970s, there was a new wave of anti-gov-
ernment strikes, with workers demanding better
living conditions, and political and economic
reforms. Gomulka resigned under the pressure.

Continued economic problems led to food riots in
1976 and the growth of an underground anti-Soviet
movement, aided by the Catholic Church. 

Hungary 
Hungary, a largely agricultural nation, experi-

enced harsh Communist rule after 1947. The
Hungarian government required peasants to join
collective farms, and nationalized banking, trade,
and industry. Central planners emphasized heavy
industry, at the expense of consumer goods. The
Communist leadership silenced or disbanded
potential opposition groups, such as trade unions
or other political parties. Catholic Church property
was seized, and Church schools were taken over by
the government. Opponents within the Communist
party were purged and executed.

After Stalin’s death in 1953, Hungary’s
Communist leaders eased controls for two years
and then reimposed them when the economy did
not reach its goals. Bitter opposition turned into full
revolt in the fall of 1956. As in Poland, worker
uprisings brought a liberal Communist govern-
ment to power. However, Imre Nagy, the new
Hungarian prime minister, went further than the
Polish leaders. He announced Hungary’s neutrality
and its withdrawal from the Warsaw Pact. This
raised the danger the Soviet Union feared most—
the loss of Soviet control over Eastern Europe.

Two days after Nagy’s announcement, Soviet
tanks and troops poured into Hungary to crush the
revolt. Realizing that intervention could cause
World War III, the West sympathized with the
Hungarians, but did nothing to help. Order in
Hungary was restored under a Soviet-controlled
government led by János Kádár.  More than 200,000
Hungarian refugees fled to the West.

During the 1960s and 1970s, Hungary’s
Communist government tried to increase produc-
tion, sometimes tightening controls, while at 
other times encouraging initiative through small
private enterprises. Support of economic reform
would eventually spur political reform efforts in
the 1980s.

Czechoslovakia 
Czechoslovakia, with its developed industry

and democratic traditions, was the last Eastern
European country to become Communist. After the
Communist takeover in 1948, the country was
forced to conform to the Soviet model, like Hungary.
Purges against officials in Czechoslovakia were 
the bloodiest outside of the Soviet Union. 
The Czechoslovak leader, Antonin Novotny, 
kept the country under such rigid control that 
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de-Stalinization did not begin in Czechoslovakia
until the 1960s.

At this time, public pressure for reform finally
gained strength because of Czechoslovakia’s eco-
nomic stagnation. A liberal Communist reformer,
Alexander Dubc̆ek (DOOB•chehk), replaced
Novotny as leader in 1968 when Brezhnev signaled
his approval. For a brief time, known as “the
Prague spring,” reform was allowed. Dubc̆ek eased
press censorship and began to allow some political
groups to meet freely.

Although Dubc̆ek assured the Soviets that
Czechoslovakia was still loyal to the Warsaw Pact
and to communism, the Soviets became alarmed at
the direction the reform movement was taking.
Many Czechoslovak thinkers wanted more freedom,
and there were hints that opposition parties might

be allowed to operate. To the Soviets, their hold on
Eastern Europe again seemed threatened. 

On August 20, 1968, about 500,000 troops from
the Soviet Union and its Warsaw Pact allies invad-
ed Czechoslovakia. They took control of Prague
and sent Dubc̆ek and other Czechoslovak leaders to
Moscow. Most of Dubc̆ek’s reforms were with-
drawn and a new constitution was put into effect.
In April 1969, Dubc̆ek was replaced as party leader.
In 1970 he was expelled from the party entirely.

The Soviet Union declared its right to intervene
in Communist states to counter any opposition that
threatened communism or the unity of the Soviet
bloc. This principle, called the Brezhnev Doctrine,
was the basis for relations between the Soviet
Union and its Eastern European satellites for the
next 20 years.
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A
fter World War II, the non-
Communist nations of Western
Europe were concerned about two

major issues: economic recovery and military secu-
rity. They came to realize that only through united
action would they be able to improve their
economies, strengthen the Western Alliance, and
contribute to world affairs.

Great Britain
After World War II, Great Britain’s position as a

world power further declined. The British had
bankrupted themselves to win the war. Therefore,
they had to sharply reduce their worldwide mili-
tary, political, and economic role. 

A Reduced Role
Even with financial cutbacks, Great Britain’s

recovery was slow. Many British industries were
too inefficient and outdated to compete successful-
ly in world markets that were increasingly domi-
nated by the United States, Japan, and other
Western European nations.

Because of economic weakness, the British
passed on many of their international obligations to
the United States. To maintain its pride and a level
of independent security, Great Britain, however,
developed its own nuclear force. It also maintained
a close relationship with other members of the
Western Alliance.

Loss of Empire
The British also could no longer afford to sup-

port a vast global empire. During the 1950s and
1960s, many of Great Britain’s important Asian and
African colonies became independent. Most of
these new nations joined as equals with Great
Britain in the Commonwealth of Nations, an orga-
nization that promoted cooperation among the
nations of the former British Empire.
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            Spain introduces
a new democratic
constitution. 

1978            Konrad Adenauer
retires as West German
chancellor.

1963            Great Britain elects a 
Labour party government. 

1945             Charles de 
Gaulle heads France‘s 
Fifth Republic.
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Jacques LeMoine nervously held the rifle
issued to him just that morning. Like many other
citizens of Paris, the 17-year-old had been pressed
into service, guarding the city’s perimeter.
President de Gaulle’s announced plans to guide

Algeria to independence had
aroused furious opposition.
In reaction to the indepen-
dence policy for Algeria, a
threat had been received:
Paris would be invaded.
Paratroopers under the lead-
ership of four retired French
generals had seized key over-
seas bases and planned to
bring citizens like Jacques
LeMoine to defend the city.

—adapted from The 1962
World Year Book, “France,”
Fred J. Pannwitt, 1962
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The Welfare State
Internally, Great Britain underwent many

changes after World War II. In 1945 Churchill and
the Conservatives were voted out of office. They
were replaced by the Labour party, which appealed
to many Britons who wanted greater economic
equality. Under Prime Minister Clement Attlee, the
Labour government continued wartime restrictions
to improve the economy. However, it also promised
a better standard of living for all British citizens.

Carrying out a moderate Socialist program, the
Labour government nationalized the coal, steel,
and transportation industries. Greater freedom was
given to labor unions to strike and to participate in
political activities. Like many other Western
European governments, Britain’s Labour govern-
ment created a welfare state, a system in which the
national government provides programs for the
well-being of its citizens. Social security was
expanded to provide lifetime benefits for the needy.
Free education was provided to all children up to
the age of 16. The government also introduced a
national health service that provided free medical
care for everyone.

As the economic situation improved in the
early 1950s, the Conservatives returned to power
and ruled until 1964. Although they ended many
government controls over the economy, Conser-
vative prime ministers, such as Winston Churchill,
Anthony Eden, and Harold Macmillan, did not
eliminate the social welfare programs introduced
by the Labour party.

The Monarchy
In 1952, the popular wartime monarch, George

VI, died and was succeeded by his elder daughter,
Elizabeth. As queen, Elizabeth II had little, if any,
power. But, for many Britons, she served as a reas-
suring symbol of traditional British values during a
period of rapid, and sometimes discouraging,
change. For other Britons, however, the monarchy
represented all that they believed was wrong with
Great Britain—its preoccupation with past imperial
glories and its failure to discard the trappings of an
outdated class system.

France
Germany’s occupation of France during World

War II had ended the Third French Republic creat-
ed in 1870. After the war, a new constitution estab-
lished the Fourth French Republic. Like the Third
Republic, it had a strong legislature and a weak
presidency.

The Fourth French Republic
In spite of economic growth, France in the

1950s was plagued with domestic and international
problems. The existence of many political parties
undermined hopes for a stable government. No sin-
gle political party was strong enough to obtain a
working majority in the National Assembly.
Cabinets were formed by coalitions, or temporary
alliances, of several parties. When one of the parties
disagreed with policy, the cabinet members had to
resign and form a new government.

Overseas, France’s Asian and African colonies
demanded their independence. Unlike Great
Britain, France at first clung to its empire. It fought,
and lost, expensive and bloody wars in Indochina
and North Africa. 

The Fifth French Republic
In 1958, the threat of civil war in the North

African colony of Algeria resulted in the downfall
of France’s ineffective Fourth Republic. Charles de
Gaulle, leader of the French Resistance during
World War II, was called from retirement to head an
emergency government. De Gaulle asked the
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French people to approve a new constitution pro-
viding for a strong presidency. French voters over-
whelmingly responded to de Gaulle’s appeal. Thus,
the Fifth French Republic was born.

De Gaulle became the first president of the
Fifth Republic. His political party, the Gaullist
Union, formed a working majority in the National
Assembly. As president, de Gaulle recognized that
France could not stubbornly hold on to its empire
against strong nationalist opposition. In the early
1960s, he allowed France’s African colonies, includ-
ing Algeria, to become independent.

With the loss of France’s empire, de Gaulle
worked to strengthen French cultural and economic
influence in Europe and throughout the rest of the
world. His strongly nationalistic policies angered
France’s allies, especially Great Britain and the
United States. In 1963, de Gaulle blocked Great
Britain’s application for membership in the Euro-
pean Common Market. Three years later, the French
president decided to withdraw all French troops
from NATO’s military command and requested that
all NATO bases and headquarters be removed from
French soil. At the same time, he insisted on main-
taining France’s political ties to NATO. De Gaulle’s
ultimate expression of nationalism was the building
of an independent French nuclear force. 

De Gaulle’s successor, Georges Pompidou
(PAHM•pih•DOO), by contrast, worked to build

closer relations with Great Britain and the United
States. He also focused on economic growth rather
than on nationalistic projects. After Pompidou’s
death in 1974, Valéry Giscard d’Estaing (zhihs
•KAHR dehs•TAN) was elected president. Giscard
continued Pompidou’s domestic and international
policies. He set out to lessen state economic con-
trols and to encourage the expansion of French pri-
vate enterprise. Giscard’s pro-business policies,
however, were crippled by the worldwide econom-
ic downturn of the 1970s.

Germany
During the postwar years, West Germany

rebuilt its economy and became Western Europe’s
leading industrial nation. Many experts called West
Germany’s reconstruction an “economic miracle.”
New industries used the latest in modern equip-
ment, and industrial production more than tripled
in the 1950s. Prosperity enabled West Germany to
create a welfare state closely resembling those in
Great Britain and France. West Germany also
absorbed 10 million refugees from Eastern Europe.
Another 1 million people settled in Germany from
other parts of the continent.

The Adenauer Years
West Germany’s democratic political system

was dominated by two parties: the Christian
Democrats and the Social Democrats. In 1949, the
Christian Democrats, led by Konrad Adenauer
(A•duhn•OWR), formed the first West German gov-
ernment. They created a capitalist economy with
close ties to the West. In 1955 West Germany joined
NATO and developed its own armed forces.

As chancellor, Adenauer was known as a
strong leader devoted to the Western Alliance,
European unity, and the reunification of Germany
under a democratic government. During his tenure,
West Germany became one of the world’s most sta-
ble democracies. Adenauer retired in 1963. He was
succeeded as chancellor by the economic minister
Ludwig Erhard, who served until 1966. 

Willy Brandt
During the 1960s, the Christian Democrats lost

support to the Social Democrats, a moderate social-
ist party led by West Berlin’s mayor, Willy Brandt.
The Social Democrats maintained strong support
for NATO while seeking improved relations with
the Soviet bloc.

Brandt became chancellor of Germany in 1969.
During the 1970s, he worked to reduce tensions
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between West Germany and the Soviet bloc. This
policy, known as Ostpolitik (German for “Eastern
policy”) led West Germany to reach agreements to
normalize relations with the Soviet Union and
Poland in 1972. Brandt’s initiative eventually led to
the establishment of diplomatic ties between West
Germany and East Germany a year later.

European Unity
Throughout Europe’s history, local disputes

between two or more nations often drew the entire
continent into war. In the twentieth century, devel-
opments in technology, such as nuclear weapons,
made it clear that future wars could lead to global
catastrophe. This possibility prompted leaders to
seek regional solutions to European issues.

As World War II ended, European leaders dis-
cussed plans for the postwar unification of
European countries. These plans included organi-
zations for economic cooperation and the resolu-
tion of disputes. Some even raised the idea of a
United States of Europe. Others proposed that each
nation retain its national identity but hand over
control of defense and foreign policy to an all-
European government. This arrangement, it was
felt, would prevent European nations from waging
war on each other.

To coordinate economic policies, six nations—
France, Italy, West Germany, Belgium, the
Netherlands, and Luxembourg established the
European Coal and Steel Community in 1952. The
organization’s goal was to create a tariff-free mar-
ket for European coal and steel products. By ending
trade barriers and developing uniform standards,
the European Coal and Steel Community would
further European industrial growth.

The Community was so successful that the
same countries decided to bring together the rest of
their economies. In 1957, representatives of the six
nations meeting in Rome, Italy, signed the Treaty of

Rome. This agreement created the European
Economic Community, also known as the
Common Market. The six members of the Common
Market planned to abolish all tariffs among them-
selves and form a single economic market by 1970.
During the 1960s and 1970s, Great Britain, attracted
by the Common Market’s success, ended its tradi-
tional aloofness from European affairs and sought 
membership in the European organization.

The Common Market benefited Western
Europe in several ways. By promoting economic
cooperation among individual European nations, it
reduced the threat of conflict and contributed to
European prosperity. It also enabled Western
Europe to pursue cooperative technological pro-
grams in fields such as space research and nuclear
energy. These programs were too expensive for any
one nation to pursue on its own. Finally, it enabled
Europe to compete on an equal basis with North
America and East Asia in world markets.
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Main Idea
1. Use a chart like the one below

to show how Western Europe
was united economically during
the cold war.

Recall
2. Define welfare state, coalition.
3. Identify Clement Attlee,

Charles de Gaulle, Valéry Gis-
card d’Estaing, Konrad Ade-
nauer, Willy Brandt, Ostpolitik,
European Economic Community.

Critical Thinking
4. Synthesizing Information

What factors contributed to
Western Europe’s postwar 
economic recovery?

Understanding Themes
5. Regionalism Explain advan-

tages and disadvantages of a
United States of Europe.

NEPAL

TIBET
Mount
Everest

Edmund Hillary 
Climbs Mount 
Everest

Nepal-Tibet, 1953
Located in the Himalayas, on the Nepal-Tibet 
border, Mount Everest is the world’s highest peak. 
A British expedition set out in 1953 to scale the 
south slope, which was considered unclimbable. 
The climbers established a series of camps as they 
advanced up the mountain. The last camp was set 
up by Edmund Hillary of New Zealand and Tenzing 
Norgay of Nepal. On May 29, 1953, they  became 
the first climbers to reach 
the top of Mount 
Everest. Queen 
Elizabeth II 
knighted Hillary 
for his achievement.

AROUND THE

Economic Unity

SECTION 3 ASSESSMENT

1.

2.



B
ecause they were spared the destruc-
tion of their territory in World War II,
the United States and Canada both

emerged from the war with prosperous economies.
During the postwar era, the stunning technological
achievements of the United States, its high standard
of living, and business success were admired and
envied around the globe.

In the 1960s and the 1970s, however, the United
States was shaken by domestic political crises, eco-
nomic difficulties, and its involvement in the Viet-
nam War. By the 1980s other nations were catching
up economically, but the United States retained its
role as the leader of the non-Communist world.

During this time, the United States’s northern
neighbor, Canada, sought to maintain unity
between its French-speaking and English-speaking
populations. It also attracted immigrants from all
parts of the world. Moving away from its tradition-
al British connection, Canada sought a new identi-
ty in international affairs and developed closer 
economic ties with the United States.

American Prosperity
After World War II, the United States entered

an era of economic growth that brought material
wealth to a larger group of Americans. Demand for
American goods was high, and business responded
to meet this need. Production soared, and new
industries appeared. Higher wages and better ben-
efits gave Americans more money to spend.
American shoppers pushed up demand as they
eagerly purchased consumer goods that had been
scarce during the war. Future prospects were also
bright. The postwar “baby boom,” or soaring birth-
rate, added to the potential number of consumers
and promised increased economic growth.
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            Richard M. Nixon
becomes the first United
States President to resign
his office. 

1974            Canada 
celebrates 100th 
anniversary of
nationhood.

1967            U.S. Congress conducts 
hearings on Communist influence
in American life. 

1947             Martin Luther 
King, Jr., begins nonviolent 
civil rights campaign for
African Americans. 

1955

1945 1955 19751965

By the time President Eisenhower began his
first term, 33,629 Americans had been killed in the
Korean War. Then on March 5, 1953, Joseph Stalin
died. Hearing of Stalin’s death, Eisenhower asked
his associates, “Well, what do you think we can do

about this?” He was advised to seek improved
relations with Russia. The new Soviet leaders

also wanted reduced tensions. As a result, a
truce ending the war in Korea was signed
on July 28th.

—adapted from The Glorious Burden,
Stefan Lorant, 1968

S e c t i o n 4

The United States
and Canada

S
The
toryteller

President Dwight D. Eisenhower

> Terms to Define
automation, racial segregation, imperial
presidency, stagflation, embargo, 
double-digit inflation, trade deficit, 
middle power, multicultural, separatism

> People to Meet
Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy,
Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard M. Nixon,
Martin Luther King, Jr., Gerald R. Ford,
Jimmy Carter, Lester B. Pearson, Pierre
Elliott Trudeau

> Places to Locate
Vietnam, Cambodia, Washington, D.C.,
St. Lawrence Seaway, Toronto, Montreal,
Quebec

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea The United States and Canada
experienced a number of political and social
changes during the cold war years.



Science and Technology
During the postwar years, the United States

made spectacular leaps in the field of science and
technology. With more money to spend, an increase
in the number of university-trained scientists, and a
growing commitment to the future, the United States
led the world in new technological developments. 

During the 1950s and 1960s, American factories
and industries began to use automation, the tech-
nique of operating a production system using
mechanical or electronic devices. With automated
methods of production, goods could be produced
more efficiently than with human workers.

Beginning in the 1950s, the use of computers
began to revolutionize American industry.
Businesses used computers for many purposes,
including billing and inventory control. Computers
were also used for such things as making hotel
reservations, sorting bank checks, tracking space
satellites, forecasting weather conditions, and set-
ting type for printing. Automation and computers
in the workplace caused many workers to lose their
jobs. In the long run, however, computers and
automation created more jobs than they eliminated.
In addition, the new jobs usually demanded a high-
er level of education. 

American technological skills brought the
United States into competition with the Soviet Union
in space exploration and missile development. The
two superpowers experimented with moon probes,
weather and communications satellites, and extend-
ed flights of humans orbiting the earth. The grand
prize of the “space race” was putting a human on the
moon. United States astronaut Neil Armstrong won
that honor on July 20, 1969. 

Social Changes
Many social changes came to the United States

during the period from the late 1940s to the late
1970s. In the 1950s the automobile changed the face
of America. No longer did people have to live near
their places of work. Those who lived and worked
in the city could move to less-crowded places. This
migration of city residents caused the rapid growth
of suburbs. 

In the years after World War II, American cities
became ringed by seemingly endless housing
developments carved out of the less densely settled
country land. Shopping centers with vast parking
lots were built to serve the new suburban population.
Businesses and factories also began relocating from
the cities to the suburbs, where their workers now
lived. The Highway Act of 1956 contributed to the
growth of the suburbs by adding 41,000 miles
(66,000 km) to the interstate highway system.

In addition to the automobile, another symbol
of American prosperity was the television set. In
1945, fewer than 1 in 20,000 people had a television.
But within a few years, televisions were every-
where, and they were almost as common as tele-
phones. Some critics worried that television would
make Americans desire entertainment more than
solid information. However, other experts pointed
out the positive impact of television in making peo-
ple directly aware of national and international
events. 

The Cold War at Home 
Despite this time of prosperity, the cold war

created deep political divisions in the United States.
During the late 1940s and early 1950s, conserva-
tives blamed President Harry S Truman and State
Department officials for allowing the Communists
to make gains in Eastern Europe and Asia. They
also charged that Communists were serving in high
government positions. A “red scare” swept the
country. The growing fear of the “enemy within”—
of subversion within the United States government
and society—helped to launch a controversial anti-
Communist crusade to discover and expose 
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Cold war tensions and fear of
nuclear attack led to “duck and

cover” drills in public schools. How did the government
react to the fear of the “enemy within”?
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suspected Communists. The search focused on
diplomats, intellectuals, labor leaders, and enter-
tainers believed to be tolerant of communism.

Congressional Investigations
A congressional body, the House Committee on

Un-American Activities, investigated Communist
influences. Alger Hiss, a former government offi-
cial, denied that he had tried to pass secrets to the
Soviets in  the 1930s. Brought to trial, Hiss was not
prosecuted because too much time had passed
since the events had occurred. However, he was
found guilty of lying and was sent to prison. Later,
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, both Communists,
were accused of spying. They claimed innocence
but were tried, convicted, and executed.

In the early 1950s, Senator Joseph McCarthy of
Wisconsin charged that Communists were conspir-
ing within the federal government. The Senate
Committee on Investigation, which McCarthy head-
ed,  called government workers to testify. McCarthy
never proved his charges, but the public mood was
such that even the accusation alone was enough to
label someone a Communist, and many lost their
jobs. The term McCarthyism came to mean making
charges of disloyalty without regard to evidence.

Forming Alliances
Between the 1950s and the 1980s, the cold war

influenced national political campaigns, and many
aspects of domestic policy, as well as most major
foreign policy decisions of the United States. In its
dealings with Eastern Europe, Africa, the Middle
East, Latin America, and Asia, the United States
saw its diplomacy as an extension of the struggle
against communism. 

During the 1950s, the United States expanded
the nation’s network of alliances in order to contain
communism. In Western Europe, the Americans
took a leading role in NATO. In Southeast Asia, the
United States helped to create the Southeast Asia
Treaty Organization (SEATO). In the Middle East,
the United States counted on the cooperation of the
Central Treaty Organization (CENTO), and in Latin
America, the United States promoted the
Organization of American States (OAS). These
alliances created a formidable counterbalance to the
influence of the Soviet Union.

Military Buildup
When necessary, American Presidents also

used espionage and military power to fight the 
cold war. During the 1950s, the effort to contain
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Abstract Painting

Abstract expressionism was a move-
ment in American painting that flourished

from the mid-1940s to the mid-
1950s. Abstract expressionist
artists rejected many of the rules
of earlier art. Instead of showing
recognizable subject matter in
their works, they emphasized the
techniques or basic elements of
painting, such as color, brush-
strokes, lines, and shapes.

One of the important
abstract expressionist painters was Jackson
Pollock. His usual painting technique
involved placing a huge canvas on the floor
and then dripping paint from above onto it.
The drippings formed sweeping, rhythmic

patterns that seemed to move across the
surface. About his highly unusual method of
painting, Pollock said, “I feel nearer, more a
part of the painting, since this way I can
walk around it, work from the four sides,
and literally be in the painting.”  

Although abstract expressionist styles
differed, all of the artists in the movement
believed that art should express immediate
personal feelings and attitudes toward life.
Their nontraditional, revolutionary approach
to art has influenced painters throughout
the world.

Out of the Web by
Jackson Pollock

Explain how abstract expres-
sionist painting differs from tradi-
tional forms of art. Why do you
think abstract expressionist art
developed in the United States 
during the cold war era?
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communism, strongly
backed by the American
public, caused the United
States to send troops to
fight Communist forces in
Korea. It also led
President Dwight D.
Eisenhower in 1954 to
agree to shoulder France’s
efforts to stop Communist
military activity in
Vietnam. The United
States engaged in an
unprecedented military
buildup during this time,
even during the cold war
“thaw” in the late 1950s.

By the closing months
of his presidency, Dwight
D. Eisenhower, though a
proponent of a strong 
military, was deeply con-
cerned about the global
arms race, or the competi-
tion between the super-
powers for new and better
weapons. On leaving
office in 1961, he warned
of a growing “military-
industrial complex” in the
United States. According
to Eisenhower, the super-
power rivalry, the com-
petition for sophisticated
weapons, and the role of
arms production in sup-
porting economic growth
had created a built-in
incentive to increase mili-
tary spending.

Battle of Ideas
John F. Kennedy, a

young senator from Mas-
sachusetts, succeeded Eisenhower as President in
1961. During the 1960 presidential race, Kennedy
had campaigned on the theme of restoring the
strength and prestige the United States had lost
after the embarrassments of the U-2 spying incident
and Sputnik.

Kennedy engaged in cold-war maneuvering on
several fronts. He acted quickly to create the Peace
Corps, a program that sent young American volun-
teers overseas to help impoverished countries that

were open to Communist influence. Kennedy’s
cold-war views influenced his actions in several
major foreign policy crises, including the building
of the Berlin Wall and the Cuban missile crisis.

The Vietnam War
Kennedy’s assassination in 1963 brought

Lyndon B. Johnson to the White House. Johnson
supported civil rights laws and reforms in 
education and social welfare to achieve what he
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called the Great Society. However, the consuming
issue during Johnson’s five years in office became
the Vietnam War, in which the United States assisted
South Vietnam in resisting a Communist takeover. 

American involvement in Vietnam, described
in Chapter 33, began under Presidents Eisenhower
and Kennedy and grew out of their desire to keep
communism from spreading throughout Southeast
Asia. During the Eisenhower and Kennedy years,
American civilian and military advisers had
arrived in Vietnam to aid the South Vietnamese.
The role of the United States in the Southeast Asian
nation was later expanded into full-scale participa-
tion by President Johnson. During Johnson’s
administration, large numbers of American combat
soldiers were sent to fight in Vietnam.

Opposition to the War
By 1968, large-scale American intervention had

not been able to overcome the Communist
Vietnamese forces. As a result, domestic opposition
to the war became widespread, and Vietnam
became the central issue in the presidential race of
that year. President Johnson, condemned for his
handling of the lengthy, costly, and indecisive war,
decided not to run for reelection. Former Vice
President Richard M. Nixon, a strong anti-
Communist, won the election with his pledge to stop
the war and bring the American people together.

President Nixon soon found that ending the war
was difficult. As he struggled to find a politically
acceptable solution, his administration was besieged
by the antiwar forces that had overwhelmed
Johnson’s presidency.

Although many young Americans believed
that it was their duty to serve in the military if they
were called, others stated that they would refuse to
serve. Some young men eligible for the draft—the
mandatory enrollment in the United States armed
forces—burned their draft cards, which was an ille-
gal act. Others fled to Canada to avoid the draft,
choosing to spend years in exile from their country
rather than fight in the war. Demonstrators
marched in front of the White House, carrying
signs and shouting antiwar slogans. College profes-
sors cancelled classes and held antiwar protests
called “teach-ins.” Most protests across the country
were peaceful, but many incidents of violence
occurred, including the bombing of military facili-
ties and other institutions that symbolized
America’s political and military power.

Ending the War
President Nixon’s plans for ending the war  for

the United States was called “Vietnamization”—a

gradual withdrawal of American troops while
handing over control of war operations to South
Vietnam. In a November 1969 speech, the President
tried to counter the antiwar protests by appealing
to what he called the silent majority of Americans
whom he said supported his policies.

Simultaneously with the American withdrawal
from Vietnam, Nixon ordered fierce bombing raids
on neighboring Cambodia. The bombings prompt-
ed renewed protests, creating a superheated atmos-
phere of anger and distrust between supporters
and opponents of the war. The situation exploded
tragically in May 1970, when National Guard sol-
diers fired into a crowd of demonstrators at Kent
State University in Ohio, killing four students.

In 1973, the last of the active American forces
withdrew from Vietnam, and the Paris Accords
were signed. Of the 2,700,000 Americans who
served in Vietnam, about 58,000 died and more
than 300,000 were wounded. The war cost the
United States $150 billion. In addition, it made the
nation more cautious of foreign involvement.

Struggle for Civil Rights
Despite the general economic prosperity of the

United States after World War II, millions of
Americans continued to live in poverty. The poor
included members of all ethnic groups, but the
plight of the nation’s poor in the African American
community seemed especially critical. Ever since
emancipation in the 1860s, African Americans in
both the North and the South had faced discrimi-
nation in jobs, housing, education, and other areas.
After World War II, an increasing number of
Americans realized that continuing poverty and
racial discrimination were at odds with the basic
American values of equality and justice for all. A
civil rights movement begun by African Americans
in the early 1900s gained momentum and affected
many areas of American life.

Changing Social Attitudes
Changing social attitudes helped civil rights

advances. The war against Germany played a part.
The horrifying racism of the Nazis helped to make
some Americans more sensitive to racism in their
own country. They began to realize that not only
African Americans, but also Asian Americans,
Hispanic Americans, and other ethnic groups had
been treated unfairly and denied social and educa-
tional opportunities.
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Court Decisions
During the 1940s and 1950s, African Americans

worked hard to gain civil rights. The war years saw
the membership of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) increase
from 100,000 to 351,000. In the late 1940s, the
NAACP hired teams of able lawyers to bring a
series of lawsuits to the federal courts to end viola-
tions of the constitutional rights of African
American citizens. 

This effort resulted in several United States
Supreme Court decisions that attacked discrimina-
tion. In the best known case, Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954), the United States
Supreme Court ruled that racial segregation, or the
separation of the races, in public schools was ille-
gal. President Eisenhower used federal agencies to
enforce the Court’s decision.

Martin Luther King, Jr.
In the following years, the civil rights move-

ment broadened and changed tactics. Martin
Luther King, Jr., a Baptist minister, advocated the
use of nonviolent sit-ins and marches to focus
attention on discrimination in housing, public 
facilities, and voting. Media coverage of the segre-
gationist opposition to the movement’s efforts
helped convince many Americans of the injustice of
discrimination.

In 1963, more than 200,000 African Americans,
whites, and people of many ethnic groups con-
verged on Washington, D.C., for the largest civil
rights demonstration in the nation’s history. At the
Lincoln Memorial, the marchers heard eloquent
speeches, especially from Martin Luther King, Jr.,
who, in a famous address, described his dream of
freedom and equality for all people:

I have a dream that one day this nation
will rise up and live out the true meaning
of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be
self-evident; that all men are created
equal’…. And when this happens, and
when we allow freedom to ring, when we
let it ring from every village and hamlet,
from every state and every city, we will
be able to speed up that day when all
God’s children … [will] join hands and
sing in the words of the old … spiritual:
‘Free at last, Free at last, Thank God
Almighty, we’re free at last.’

The civil rights movement peaked in the 1960s
with the passage of major civil rights laws under

President Johnson. These measures banned dis-
crimination in public places and education as well
as strengthened the right to vote. In addition to
helping African Americans, the civil rights legisla-
tion also advanced opportunities for other groups,
such as Hispanic Americans. 

After Martin Luther King, Jr.’s assassination in
1968, the civil rights movement faced the loss or
delay of some of its hard-won gains. Beginning in
the late 1960s, much of the United States govern-
ment’s social policies shifted to the right, away
from earlier liberal policies. However, despite the
setback, the movement for civil rights continued. It
strongly influenced other groups in the United
States—women, Hispanic Americans, and Native
Americans—that wanted better opportunities and
social equality. It also was an inspiration to civil
rights groups in other parts of the world.  
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., spoke to
more than 200,000 people on the

100th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation.
What civil rights did legislation in the 1960s address?
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The Changing Presidency
During the cold war, United States Presidents

gradually began to exercise powers beyond those
spelled out in the United States Constitution.
Claiming a need for a quick military response to
counter communism, Presidents began to assume
the war-making powers of Congress, committing
American military forces to combat without con-
gressional approval. The two largest commitments
to undeclared wars were in Korea and Vietnam.

The Imperial Presidency
As the cold war continued into the 1960s and

1970s, many people felt that the increased presi-
dential power was subject to abuses and a violation
of the Constitution. The term imperial presidency
came into use, reflecting this concern.

The term was most often applied to Presidents
Lyndon B. Johnson and Richard M. Nixon, both of
whom expanded the conflict in Vietnam without a
congressional declaration of war, as called for in the
Constitution, and often kept their actions secret
from Congress. In 1973 Congress overrode Nixon’s
veto to pass the War Powers Limitation Act. The
measure required the President to consult Congress
before committing United States troops to combat.

The Watergate Scandal
Political scandals rocked the United States 

during the 1970s. Investigations revealed many
cases of corruption in local and state government,
but the country’s attention focused primarily on
charges of corruption in the federal government.
Early in President Nixon’s second term, scandal
engulfed his administration. Vice President Spiro
Agnew was accused of taking bribes when he was
governor of Maryland and was forced to resign.
Then the President himself came under fire in a
scandal that became known as Watergate.

The Watergate scandal began on June 17, 1972,
when five men were caught trying to plant elec-
tronic listening devices in the offices of the
Democratic National Committee, located in the
Watergate building in downtown Washington,
D.C. The break-in was traced to Nixon’s reelection
committee.

A congressional probe revealed that the White
House knew of the burglary and tried to cover it
up. The President denied the charges at first, but
tape recordings of Oval Office conversations
proved that he had participated in the cover-up.
Under the threat of impeachment, Nixon resigned
on August 9, 1974. He was the first United States
President ever to do so.

Gerald R. Ford, the Republican congressman
from Michigan who had replaced Spiro Agnew as
Vice President, became President when Nixon
stepped down. Ford was the first United States
President not to have been elected to either of the
nation’s top two offices. He assumed a presidency
that had been weakened and tarnished. Watergate
had shaken public confidence in the American
political system. In addition, Ford had no personal
mandate from the voters, since he had not been
elected to the presidency. As a former congressman,
Ford maintained close ties with Congress. That,
coupled with his acknowledged personal integrity,
enabled him to function effectively. Both Ford and
his Democratic successor, Jimmy Carter, a former
governor of Georgia, worked to restore ethics to the
presidency. In addition, as a result of Watergate, the
media became far more vigilant in pursuing wrong-
doing of public officials.

The Economy 
During the late 1960s and 1970s, the United

States economy was buffeted by the effects of 
the cold war and a changing world economy. The
country suffered serious inflation in the l970s as a
result of the costs of the Vietnam War and increased
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Long lines formed at gasoline sta-
tions because of shortages when

OPEC placed an embargo on oil exports. How did the
embargo affect the prices of other goods?
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government spending for social programs.
Administrations and congressional leaders were
reluctant to offset spiraling costs with either cuts in
programs or tax increases. Meanwhile, inflation
combined with high unemployment to produce an
economic trend called stagflation. Low productivi-
ty in factories and increased competition from for-
eign companies also slowed the American economy.

Soaring gas prices were part of an energy crisis
that crippled economies around the world during
the 1970s. In the United States, rapid economic
growth had been dependent on cheap, abundant
oil. Wanting to gain from increased world oil prices,
OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries) countries in 1973 refused to ship oil to
foreign customers. This oil embargo was damaging
to American—and world—economic stability
because it increased the cost of producing a wide
range of goods.

Sharp rises in the price of oil and gasoline con-
tributed to double-digit inflation, or a rise in the
general level of prices of 10 percent or more. By
1980 it cost more than $200 to purchase the same
goods that $100 would have bought only 10 years
earlier. At the same time, the United States govern-
ment raised interest rates to all-time highs in an
effort to discourage borrowing and bring the econ-
omy under control. These policies helped reduce
inflation but caused a severe recession.

During the 1970s, the United States also experi-
enced a trade deficit, or importing more goods
than it was exporting, and the steady loss of
American jobs. As other nations in the world
became more industrialized, they began to compete
with American companies for sales to American
consumers. In the late 1970s, for example, rising
gasoline prices led Americans to buy more fuel-
efficient Japanese cars rather than larger American
cars. The shift of American factories abroad to take
advantage of cheaper, talented labor also had a
chilling impact on the employment situation in the
United States. 

Canada
Canada thrived economically after World War

II. By 1960, it had changed from a primarily agri-
cultural country to one of the world’s most impor-
tant industrial nations. As in the United States, 
production in Canada boomed after World War II
as consumers demanded household goods and 
new homes. The exploitation of Canada’s rich min-
eral resources also enabled the Canadian economy
to flourish. Foreign investors, mainly from the

neighboring United States, financed the develop-
ment of many new industries. 

Improved communications and transportation
strengthened Canada’s trade links with the United
States. One significant joint venture of both coun-
tries in the 1950s was the completion of the 
St. Lawrence Seaway, a system of locks and canals
that allows ships to travel between the Great Lakes
and the Atlantic Ocean.

Canada’s World Role
Traditionally linked to Great Britain, Canada’s

loyalties to the parent country gradually dimin-
ished as British global influence plummeted after
World War II. Meanwhile, Canada’s new and grow-
ing economic strength convinced many Canadians
that their country needed to play a more active,
independent role in world affairs. In 1945, Canada
became a founding member of the United Nations
and sent troops to Korea as part of the UN forces in
1950. Canada also joined NATO when it was
formed in 1949. During the 1950s, cold-war tensions
brought the United States and Canada into a close
defensive partnership. 

In pursuing their foreign policy, Canadians
were suspicious of a world dominated by super-
powers. Over time, Canada advanced a role for
itself as a middle power—that is, one that is strong
economically, if not militarily. The Canadians used
what military strength they had to promote peace.
In 1956, Canada helped to bring about peace in the
Middle East after Great Britain, France, and Israel
had invaded Egypt. Lester B. Pearson, Canada’s
secretary of state for external affairs, won the 1957
Nobel Peace Prize for proposing and organizing a
UN peacekeeping force for the troubled area. 

A National Identity
In internal affairs, Canada struggled to find its

own national identity during the period after World
War II. While breaking many of their traditional ties
to Europe, Canadians found themselves increasing-
ly influenced by American ideas and practices.
Most Canadians favored a continued close relation-
ship to the United States. However, there were
growing concerns that the “Americanization” of
Canada posed a threat to Canada’s newly emerging
culture. In 1963, Pearson became Canada’s prime
minister. His administration expanded the coun-
try’s social welfare programs and worked to
strengthen Canadian national identity. Pearson
achieved a personal goal when the Canadian par-
liament in 1965 adopted a new national flag, one
that featured a red maple leaf as a symbol of
Canada. The maple leaf soon became very popular
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about 35 percent of British descent and
about 30 percent of French descent.

Separatism
While celebrating their nationhood,

Canadians also faced a growing chal-
lenge to their country’s unity. During
the 1960s, French Canadians began a
movement to defend their rights
throughout Canada. They also wanted
English-speaking Canadians to recog-
nize and respect their culture in the
province of Quebec, where 80 percent
of the people are French-speaking.

A growing debate arose over the
issue of separatism, a movement favor-
ing the establishment of Quebec as an
independent country. The issue gave
rise to the Parti Quebecois (kay•

beh•KWAH), or Quebec party, some-
times known as the Separatist party.

Opposing the separatist drive for Quebec indepen-
dence was Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Elliott
Trudeau, himself a French Canadian, who had been
elected to office in 1968. Trudeau promised to pro-
tect French Canadian language and cultural rights
while supporting a strong united Canada. In 1969,
he had the Canadian parliament pass the Official
Languages Act. This law required federal govern-
ment offices to provide service in both French and
English if 10 percent of the people in a particular
area spoke either language.

The Official Languages Act brought many
changes to Canada’s government. However, it had
little effect on the growing separatist movement. In
1976, the Parti Quebecois won control of Quebec’s
government and declared French the province’s
official language. It also promised to hold an elec-
tion to decide Quebec’s future.
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Main Idea
1. Use a chart like the one below

to identify social changes in the
United States and Canada dur-
ing the cold war.

Recall
2. Define automation, racial seg-

regation, imperial presidency,
stagflation, embargo, double-
digit inflation, trade deficit,
middle power, multicultural,
separatism.

3. Identify Dwight D. Eisenhower,
John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B.
Johnson, Richard M. Nixon,
Martin Luther King, Jr., Gerald

R. Ford, Jimmy Carter, Lester B.
Pearson, Pierre Elliott Trudeau.

Critical Thinking
4. Analyzing Information

Why did President Eisenhower
believe the military-industrial
complex to be dangerous?

Understanding Themes
5. Cooperation Why did the

United States and Canada
develop close ties after 1945?

The movement for an independent
Quebec continued to gain strength

through the 1990s. How ethnically diverse is the popula-
tion of Canada?

History
Visualizing

among Canadians, who for years had honored
some form of the Union Jack, or the British flag.

In 1967, Pearson presided over celebrations
marking Canada’s 100th anniversary of its nation-
hood. Many Canadians were especially proud of
the fact that Canada had become a multicultural
country, made up of people from many different
ethnic groups. From 1945 to 1956, more than a
million people from Germany, Italy, and other war-
torn European countries had moved to farms or to
Toronto, Montreal, and other large Canadian cities.
In addition, other Canadians claimed Native
American, Asian, African, or Latin American 
ancestry. Canada’s population, however, was still

United States
Social Changes

Canada
Social Changes

SECTION 4 ASSESSMENT
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Imagine that you work in New Jersey and 
call a client in London at 2:00 P.M. No one
answers. Why? When it is 2:00 P.M. in New

Jersey, it is already 7:00 P.M. in London.

Learning the Skill
In 1884 an international conference established

standard world time zones. The Prime Meridian
(0˚ longitude), which runs through Greenwich,
England, became the reference point. The confer-
ence divided the world into 24 time zones.
Traveling east from Greenwich, the time is one
hour later in each time zone. Traveling west from
Greenwich, the time is one hour earlier per zone.

The International Date Line is at 180˚ longi-
tude. When crossing this line from west to east,
you lose one day; when crossing in the opposite
direction, you gain a day.

The map on this page illustrates the world
time zones. Locate a reference point and note its
time. Then locate the place for which you wish to
know the time. Determine whether this place lies

east or west of the reference point. Then count 
the number of time zones and add or subtract 
as needed. If the International Date Line lies
between two points, add or subtract a day.

Practicing the Skill
Use the map to calculate these times.

1. If it is 3:00 P.M. in Greenwich, what time is it in
Moscow?

2. If it is 9:00 A.M. in Cape Town, what time is it
in Washington, D.C.?

3. If it is Tuesday, 4:30 P.M. in Japan, what day
and time is it in Honolulu?

4. If it is Friday, 8:15 A.M. in Rio de Janeiro, what
day and time is it in Beijing?

Applying the
Skill
Make up four time
zone problems and
compute the answers.
Exchange your prob-
lems with a friend.

For More
Practice
Turn to the Skill
Practice in the
Chapter Assessment
on page 893 for more
practice in under-
standing world time
zones. 

Understanding World Time Zones
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Reviewing Facts
1. History Use a chart like the one below to com-

pare political and economic aspects of France
and Great Britain after World War II.

2. History Explain the purpose of the Marshall
Plan. In what ways was the plan effective?

3. History Explain why Joseph Stalin ordered the
Berlin blockade.

4. Government Describe how Communists came to
power in Eastern Europe. How did they govern?

5. History Identify the reforms that Dubc̆ek intro-
duced in Czechoslovakia.

6. History Explain the meaning of McCarthyism.
7. Citizenship Identify the role of Martin Luther

King, Jr., in the civil rights struggle.

Critical Thinking
1. Apply What postwar developments launched

the cold war?
2. Analyze In your view, why did the United 

States assume global responsibility for contain-
ing communism?

3. Synthesize Create a time line showing major
events in the spread of communism from 1945
to 1979. What effect did Communist expansion
have on global affairs during this period?

4. Evaluate Was Americans’ fear of communism
during the 1950s justified? Do you think the
actions that Congress took to counter 

Using Key Terms
Write the key term that completes each sentence. 
Then write a sentence for each term not chosen.

a. cold war g. dissidents
b. containment h. separatism
c. ICBMs i. racial segregation
d. iron curtain j. imperial presidency
e. welfare states k. peaceful coexistence
f. stagflation l. middle power

1. The term ____________ referred to the Soviet-
made barrier that divided Europe into non-
Communist and Communist areas.

2. To counter any expansionist threat from the
Soviet Union, the Truman administration in
1947 developed a policy known as ________.

3. In the 1970s, inflation combined with high
unemployment to produce _________.

4. Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev applied harsh
measures to ___________ who criticized the
Communist party or the Soviet government.

5. In Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas,
the United States Supreme Court ruled that
_________ in public schools was illegal.
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From your notes on the interviews
with the people who remember the events
of the 1950s or early 1960s, write a news-
paper feature piece titled “Living
Through the Cold War.”

Using Your History Journal

CHAPTER 32 ASSESSMENT

Self-Check Quiz

Visit the World History: The Human Experience Web 
site at world history.glencoe.com and click on 
Chapter 32—Self-Check Quiz to prepare for the 
Chapter Test.

Using E-mail One by-
product of the computer
revolution is the hundreds of
new computer-related words we have added to 
our language, such as surfing and modem. Using
E-mail, compose and send a message to a pub-
lisher of dictionaries, such as Merriam Webster,
requesting a list of words that probably did not
exist before computers were invented in the
1950s. Share your responses with the class.

Technology Activity

Great Britain France

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/quiz.shtml?BOOK=004&CHAPTER=32&TITLE=The+Cold+War


communism were appropriate? Explain your
reasoning.

5. Apply How do you think the cold war affected
politics in Western European countries?

6. Synthesize Compare the economic systems of
the United States, Great Britain, and the Soviet
Union during the cold war era.

7. Apply Is the United States presidency today an
imperial presidency? Why or why not?

8. Apply What was the major source of tension
that led to French Canadian separatism?

Understanding Themes
1. Conflict By the 1950s the superpowers had

enough nuclear weapons to eliminate each
other. What effect did this power have on super-
power relations during the cold war?

2. Change What might have happened if the
Soviet Union had not used force to keep its
Eastern European satellite countries under 
control?

3. Regionalism How did the European Common
Market benefit member countries?

4. Cooperation How did the foreign policy of
Canada compare and contrast with that of the
United States during the cold war era?

1. Key cold war issues continued until about
1989, when they reached a dramatic conclu-
sion. Name these issues and explain their
link to recent events.

2. Name a previous period in history when
Europe was united. When did the continent
become fragmented again?

3. Is containment an important or pressing
issue in American foreign policy today?
Explain your reasoning.

Geography in History
1. Location Refer to the map of Berlin on this

page. What side of the city of Berlin became the
Soviet sector after World War II?

2. Place What nations maintained army head-
quarters in Berlin following the war?

3. Movement Approximately how long was the
wall that the Soviets built to keep East Germans
from crossing to the West?

4. Location How many control points were locat-
ed along the Berlin Wall?

Skill Practice
Refer to the map of World Time Zones on page 891 to
answer the following questions.

1. Name some areas of the world in which you
find non-standard time.

2. You are in New York and you want to call some-
one in Rome, Italy, at noon Rome time. When
would you call?

3. Assume that flying from New York to London
requires 6 hours. When would a flight leaving
New York on a Wednesday at 6:00 P.M. arrive in
London?

4. You are flying from Los Angeles to Moscow.
You leave Los Angeles at 10:00 A.M. on Saturday
and you arrive in Moscow on Sunday at 
9:00 A.M. How many hours did you actually
spend flying?

5. You are planning a flight from Mumbai, India,
to Washington, D.C., that must connect through
several cities. You will leave Mumbai on August
2, at 8:00 A.M., and will continue directly
through Beijing and Los Angeles to Washington,
D.C. What time is it in Washington, D.C., when
you begin your trip? What will be the date
when you arrive in Washington, D.C.?
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