
            Joseph Stalin carries out 
purges of party and government
leaders in the Soviet Union. 

1936 

            Stock 
market crashes 
in the United States.

1929
            Adolf 
Hitler becomes 
chancellor of
Germany.

1933            Benito Mussolini 
becomes prime minister 
of Italy.

1922
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29
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1919–1939

Between
Two Fires

> Innovation The period after
World War I brings revolutionary
changes in science, the arts, and
popular culture. Section 1

> Change The Great Depression
forces governments in Europe and
North America to increase their
involvement in social and economic
affairs. Section 2

> Uniformity Fascist governments
in Italy and Germany limit individ-
ual liberties and stress loyalty to the
state. Section 3

> Uniformity Communists in the
Soviet Union impose state control
and crush opposition. Section 4

S
The
toryteller

From early evening until long past midnight, Nazi

stormtroopers and youth groups marched in disciplined columns

through Berlin. For many of the young people in that torchlight

parade in the 1930s, their marching was only a beginning. They

looked forward to a bright future, playing important roles in cre-

ating a new Germany out of the confusion and trouble that sur-

rounded them. To them, Hitler seemed like a deliverer who would

restore Germany’s greatness.

Years later, a number of them looked back on that night,

appalled at how little they really knew about the Nazis. But the

economic and political chaos caused by World War I and the

Great Depression led many Europeans to support powerful dicta-

tors during the 1920s and 1930s.

What factors led to the rise of dictatorships in Europe
after World War I? How were democratic nations affected by
the social and economic crises that came after the end of
World War I?

Historical Significance
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Interview an older person about his or
her feelings and perceptions in the period
between 1930 and 1941. Use the chapter
to formulate questions about events.
Take notes during the interview, or write
down your impressions soon afterward.

Your History Journal

Automat, Edward Hopper, 1927. Des Moines Art Center Permanent
Collection, Des Moines, IowaArt&

History

Chapter Overview

Visit the World History: The Human Experience
Web site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and 
click on Chapter 29—Chapter Overview
to preview the chapter.

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/chapter29/overview.html


A
RMISTICE SIGNED, END OF THE
WAR!” proclaimed The New York
Times headline on November 11,

1918. In the United States and Europe, people
exploded in a frenzy of celebration. The critic and
author Malcolm Cowley wrote later of the feeling of
euphoria that marked the end of the war: “We
danced in the streets, embraced old women and
pretty girls, swore blood brotherhood with soldiers
in little bars….” But the excitement did not last.
“On the next day,” continued Cowley, “…we 
didn’t know what to do.” 

World War I marked the great divide between
the old and the new. The war changed the way
many people looked at the world, and the disillu-
sionment it caused led artists and intellectuals on a
restless search for something new. The postwar peri-
od was a time for breaking with tradition and exper-
imenting with new styles in politics and culture.

Changing Patterns of Life
Warren Harding was elected President of the

United States in 1920, promising a “return to nor-
malcy.” But there was no going back to the past.
The war had changed the world too much for that
to be possible. Instead, people in both North
America and Europe began to experiment with new
customs and ways of life.

New Trends in Culture and Style
In the postwar era, women gained a new level

of independence. With the ratification of the
Nineteenth Amendment in 1920, women in the
United States won the right to vote at last. Women
also won the vote in most other Western countries
following the war.

Many women now demanded other freedoms
as well. Throwing off the inhibitions of the prewar
era, some women in the United States and western
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> Terms to Define
cubism, surrealism, jazz, choreographer

> People to Meet
Albert Einstein, Sigmund Freud, T.S. Eliot,
Pablo Picasso, Sergey Prokofiev, 
Walter Gropius

> Places to Locate
Hollywood

            United States
women win the vote. 

1920             Ernest Hemingway
writes The Sun Also Rises.

1926             Dance bands reach
height of popularity. 

1935

1920 19401930

There was trouble in Hollywood. One of
Tinseltown’s biggest names, with a bigger screen
following than 90 percent of the stars, according
to columnist Louella Parsons, had “fallen afoul of
the censors in a big way.” Censor boards through-

out the nation were receiv-
ing vigorous complaints
about the “devilish,
naughty” behavior of this
national celebrity. Terry
Ramsaye wrote in the
Motion Picture Herald,
“It’s the old, old story. If
nobody knows you, you can
do anything, and if every-
body knows you, you can’t
do anything—except what
everyone approves.” The
star was Mickey Mouse. 

—adapted from Of Mice and
Magic, Leonard Maltin, 1987

S e c t i o n 1

The Postwar World

S
The
toryteller

Hollywood landmark

“Read to Find Out 
Main Idea New styles dominated the
arts and popular culture from 1919 to
1939.



Europe began to use rouge and lipstick openly.
Their skirts rose from a few inches above the ankle
to an inch above the knee. They cropped their hair
to a shingle bob and aimed for a carefree, little-boy
look. Thus attired, the “flapper” created a revolu-
tion in manners and morals.

In the postwar era, not only the flapper but
people in general disdained the familiar and the
commonplace. They wanted heroes who were larg-
er than life. Babe Ruth, the “Sultan of Swat,” was
the king of baseball. Tennis champions Big Bill
Tilden and Helen Wills Moody became national
heroes. When Gertrude Ederle swam the English
Channel and Charles Lindbergh flew nonstop from
Long Island to Paris, the public saluted them with
tumultuous ticker-tape parades on Broadway. 

Amid all the hoopla, bankers and business
leaders were having a heyday. The war had opened
new prospects for economic development.
President Calvin Coolidge neatly summed up the
nation’s focus in the 1920s when he said, “The busi-
ness of America is business.” 

The Impact of Technology
New forms of technology altered people’s

lifestyles and brought people closer together in the
1920s. The decade following World War I witnessed
a revolution in transportation and communication
throughout the world.

The automobile had perhaps the greatest
impact on European and American society. A net-
work of highways began to crisscross Europe and
the United States. People could now move easily
from place to place, and move they did. The United
States, in particular, became an increasingly mobile
society. Americans traveled farther afield on vaca-
tions and moved from rural areas to cities.

Radio also brought about dramatic changes. By
exposing millions of people to the same news and
entertainment shows, radio helped to produce a
more homogeneous, or uniform, culture. Through
its advertisements, radio also stimulated the pub-
lic’s desire for consumer goods. Advertisers
learned the art of motivation, and ads now played
on people’s insecurities and self-doubts. “Why had
he changed so in his attentions?” queried a forlorn-
looking woman in an ad for a leading mouthwash.

Many products of the new technology eased
the burden of the homemaker. With the advent of
packaged foods, refrigerators, vacuum cleaners,
and electric irons, people had more leisure time.
Instead of working at home, they could take a
drive, listen to the radio, or go out dancing.
Millions spent their idle moments with another
new product of technology: the movies.

A Revolution in Ideas
New inventions had an enormous impact on

people’s daily lives in the postwar period. At the
same time, exciting new ideas in physics and psy-
chology transformed the way people looked at
themselves and the world.

Physics
In 1905 German physicist Albert Einstein intro-

duced his theories of relativity, shattering Newton’s
view of the universe as a machine that operated by
universal laws. According to Einstein, there are no
absolutes in measuring time and space. Time and
space instead depend on the relative motion of bod-
ies in space. For example, the speed of two trains
appears differently to bystanders on the station plat-
form than it does to passengers on the trains. 

Einstein also held that the speed of light is con-
stant, and that all matter has energy. If matter could
be broken down and changed into energy, the
amount of energy would be enormous. Einstein’s
formula E=MC2 was finally supported in 1945 when
scientists tested the first atomic bomb in New Mexico.

Although too difficult for the average person to
understand, Einstein’s views had an impact beyond
physics. To many people, his views seemed to rein-
force the idea that there were no absolutes in any
field of knowledge or in moral values.

Psychology
The Austrian physician Sigmund Freud

(FROYD) revolutionized people’s ideas about how
the human mind works. After observing many
patients, Freud concluded that the unconscious
mind plays a major role in shaping behavior. The
unconscious, he said, is full of memories of events
from early childhood. If the memories are especially
painful, people sometimes suppress them. Such sup-
pression may lead to a variety of mental disorders. 

When Freud first introduced his theories in the
late 1800s, many people ridiculed or attacked them.
By the 1920s, however, his ideas about human 

Chapter 29 Between Two Fires 771

Fads
The 1920s was a time when
many fads swept the

United States. These ranged from crossword puz-
zles, to stunts, such as sitting on the top of flag-
poles for days at a time, to parlor games, such as
mah-jongg, a Chinese version of rummy played
with tiles.



psychology had become more accepted and influ-
ential. Freud’s theories eventually led to new
approaches in the treatment of mental illness, in
child rearing, and in education.

Upheaval in the Arts
The break between old and new following

World War I was perhaps most sharply defined in
the arts. In painting, music, literature, and dance,
artists abandoned long-accepted traditions. The
avant-garde experimented with new styles, media,
and subject matter. Often the public greeted their
pioneering efforts with cries of shock and protest.

Literature
Many of the period’s writers had been disillu-

sioned by World War I and its aftermath. The war
had destroyed their belief in the traditional values
of middle-class society. In expressing that disillu-
sionment, they broke new literary ground. 

In his poems The Waste Land and “The Hollow
Men,” for example, American-born poet T.S. Eliot
used a patchwork style that juxtaposed different lit-
erary, religious, and historical references to convey
a sense of despair about life. German novelist
Thomas Mann, Czech novelist Franz Kafka, and
British novelist Virginia Woolf also experimented

with new literary techniques. Both in terms of their
style and content, all of these writers represented a
sharp break with the literature of the past.

While they echoed Eliot’s sense of disenchant-
ment, American writers such as Ernest Hemingway
and F. Scott Fitzgerald developed markedly differ-
ent literary styles. For instance, in his 1926 novel
The Sun Also Rises, Hemingway used a lean,
straightforward style to tell the tale of Americans
and Britons who roamed France and Spain, living
for the moment while trying to find meaning in
their lives. In contrast, Fitzgerald used a more elab-
orate poetic style in his 1925 novel The Great Gatsby
to explore the atmosphere and excesses of the
Roaring Twenties.

Several years earlier, in 1922, Irish novelist
James Joyce had published Ulysses, an in-depth
account of a day in the lives of three ordinary peo-
ple in Dublin. Ulysses was a landmark in the devel-
opment of the modern novel. Influenced by Freud’s
theories, Joyce developed a style known as “stream
of consciousness” in which he presented the inner
thoughts—rather than just the external actions—of
his characters. Joyce’s psychological emphasis and
his earthy language caused a storm of protest,
which led to a number of court battles over the pub-
lication of his novel.

In the late 1920s and the 1930s, many writers
became interested in important social issues of the
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Gertrude Stein by Pablo Picasso,
1906. The Metropolitan Museum

of Art, New York, New York The Spanish
painter Pablo Picasso and the American writer
Gertrude Stein were two of the major cultural
figures of the 1920s and 1930s. What were two
major characteristics of the arts during the period
between the world wars?

Art&
History



day. Langston Hughes, Claude McKay, and Zora
Neale Hurston, who belonged to an African
American literary movement known as the Harlem
Renaissance, explored the African American experi-
ence in America. In The Grapes of Wrath, John
Steinbeck described the plight of Oklahoma farm-
ers who, in the midst of a severe drought, aban-
doned their farms and moved to California. John
Dos Passos’s U.S.A. trilogy was a broader 
social criticism of conditions in American 
society during the postwar period. 

Painting
The postwar world also saw a revolution in the

visual arts. Artists no longer tried to be realistic in
their works. Instead they developed radical new
styles and redefined the nature of painting. In 
1907, the Spanish painter Pablo Picasso created 
an uproar in the art world when he painted 
Les Demoiselles d’Avignon. The painting was the ear-
liest example of cubism, an abstract art form that
uses intersecting geometric shapes. Cubist painters
transform their subjects by flattening them, cutting
them up, rearranging different portions of them,
and altering shapes and colors to fit their own
vision. As Picasso explained: “Art is a lie that
makes us realize the truth.”

Another development was Dada, an art form
that aimed to shock middle-class viewers. Dada
stressed absurdity and the role of the unpredictable
in life. For example, the paintings and poems of
Dada consisted of meaningless and random arrange-
ments of objects and words. Dada’s reliance on the
imagination led to surrealism, an art form that
used dreamlike images and unnatural combina-
tions of objects. Influenced by Freud, surrealist
painters tried to find a new reality by exploring the
unconscious mind. The Spanish painter Salvador
Dali created such realistically impossible images as
limp watches set in bleak landscapes.

In the tradition of Steinbeck and Dos Passos,
other artists used their talents to attack social prob-
lems. In their paintings and photographs, social
realists such as Ben Shahn, Peter Blume, and
Dorothea Lange showed the human suffering
caused by the Depression of the 1930s. Although
not a realist, Pablo Picasso protested the horrors of
Spain’s civil war in his symbolic painting Guernica. 

Music and Dance
Composers also broke new ground after the

war. Several eastern European composers trans-
formed the classical form. Sergey Prokofiev

(sehr•GAY pruh•KAWF•yuhf), a Russian, com-
posed driving and dissonant music that lacked the
familiar harmonies of traditional forms. Critics
dubbed him the “age of steel composer.” Prokofiev,
however, later composed more pleasant sounding
symphonies and operas.

Arnold Schoenberg (SHUHN•BUHRG), a self-
taught Austrian composer, made radical changes in
music theory. Instead of harmonies based on the tra-
ditional eight-note scale, he proposed new musical
arrangements based on 12 equally valued notes. In
his groundbreaking composition, Pierrot Lunaire
(1912), Schoenberg used harsh, dissonant music to
express what he regarded as the decay of Western
civilization. His composition outraged conservative
audiences.

Meanwhile, in the United States, musicians
were creating their own distinctive sound. The
1920s was “the golden age of jazz.” What some
have called the only art form to originate in the
United States, jazz is a mixture of American folk
songs, West African rhythms, harmonies from
European classical music, and work songs from the
days of slavery. Trumpet player Louis Armstrong,
blues singer Bessie Smith, and pianist Jelly Roll
Morton popularized the new music which soon
spread throughout the world.

The postwar era also saw a transformation in the
art of dance. Performing barefoot in a loose tunic, the
American dancer Isadora Duncan changed people’s
ideas about dance. Another American, Martha
Graham, expanded on Duncan’s style and turned
modern dance into a striking new art form.
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Pablo Picasso’s mural painting
Guernica expresses the horror of 

the bombing of the town of Guernica during the civil
war that devastated Spain in the 1930s. What changes
developed in the visual arts after World War I?

History
Visualizing
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Racing down a dark road, the young men and
women in this photograph enjoy a new free-
dom. Cars were important throughout the
industrialized world of Europe and North

America, and the American auto industry led the
global market. The automobile brought mobility to
many Americans during the years following World
War I. It was all part of a new lifestyle called the
Roaring Twenties.

Behind the gaiety and frivolity, however, the
1920s was a decade in which a new urban style of 

living came into conflict with an older rural way of
life. In the United States this conflict was played out
again and again: Politician and orator William
Jennings Bryan battled lawyer Clarence Darrow in
the famous Scopes trial over whether or not public
schools should teach Darwinian science. Farms
failed and farmers lost their land, while the sounds
of the new prosperity played on radios in their living
rooms. The new city slickers were jazz age flappers,
like the ones here, racing along unpaved roads in a
fancy new Stutz Bearcat. �

Flying High
�

PICTURING HISTORY
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Sergey Diaghilev (dee•AH•guh•LEHF), the
Russian impresario, or sponsor, developed modern
ballet, which blended modern dance with classical
ballet. When Russian composer Igor Stravinsky
wrote The Rite of Spring (1913) for Diaghilev and his
company of dancers, the Ballets Russes, it was a
turning point for ballet. The leaping dance steps
that ballet star Vaslav Nijinsky (VAHT•slahv nuh
•ZHIHN•skee) performed to Stravinsky’s music
created a sensation. George Balanchine, who had
been a choreographer, or dance arranger, with the
Ballets Russes, expanded on Diaghilev’s work after
moving from the Soviet Union to the United States.

Architecture
The 1920s and 1930s saw striking new designs

in buildings and furnishings. Walter Gropius
founded the Bauhaus (BOW•HOWS) school of
design in Weimar (VY•MAHR), Germany. He and
his followers created a simple, unornamented style
of design. Linking beauty to practicality, Gropius
pioneered geometric concrete and glass structures
in both Germany and the United States.

In the United States, Frank Lloyd Wright blend-
ed his structures with their natural surroundings.
Because of their low horizontal form, his houses
seem to grow out of the ground. Instead of creating
boxlike rooms, Wright reduced the number of walls
so that one room flowed into another.

Popular Culture
While the revolutionary developments taking

place in art and music may not have had an imme-
diate effect on the lives of ordinary people, films
and big bands did. In the postwar era, Hollywood
productions dominated the movie screens of 
the world. The movies reflected the new morality 
of the “Jazz Age” and the doctrine of living for the
moment. During the 1930s the public flocked to
movie theaters, where for 10 cents they could
escape the harsh realities of hard economic times.

In the early part of the century, the creative use
of the camera elevated the motion picture to an art
form. In The Last Laugh, a silent film directed by
German filmmaker F.W. Murnau, the camera work
is so expressive that the story is told entirely with-
out subtitles. British actor and director Charlie
Chaplin also broke new ground in his films while
delighting millions of moviegoers with his humor.

In 1927 The Jazz Singer, starring American actor
Al Jolson, changed motion pictures overnight and
signaled the end of silent films. During the early
1930s American musicals, gangster movies, and 
horror movies were popular. However, some film-
makers tried to educate as well as entertain their
audiences. I Am a Fugitive From a Chain Gang (1932)
was a forceful indictment of the Southern penal 
system, while Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (1939)
showed the effects of political corruption.

The public also sought escape from their trou-
bles on the ballroom floor. In the 1930s and 1940s,
dance bands reached their greatest popularity.
Tommy Dorsey, Count Basie, Benny Goodman,
Duke Ellington, Artie Shaw, and their swing bands
performed in ballrooms and hotels all across
America. Swing was the new word for music
played with a happy, relaxed jazz beat. But if swing
was not everyone’s cup of tea, there were alterna-
tives. The bands of Guy Lombardo and Sammy
Kaye played traditional waltzes and fox-trots.

Obviously, the social upheavals and economic
hardships that World War I created did not dampen
the creative spirit following the war. During this era
artists introduced new styles in every major art
form. They took little interest in politics and reform.
Many cried out against conformity and retreated
into individualism. At times it seemed as if they
were transforming the world with their radical new
visions of life. But the euphoria did not last. The
stock market crash that took place on Wall Street in
late October 1929 brought on an economic depres-
sion that had devastating and deadly consequences.

Chapter 29 Between Two Fires 775

Main Idea
1. Use a chart like the one below

to identify trends in the arts
from 1919 to 1937.

Recall
2. Define cubism, surrealism,

jazz, choreographer.
3. Identify Albert Einstein,

Sigmund Freud, T.S. Eliot,
Pablo Picasso, Sergey
Prokofiev, Walter Gropius.

Critical Thinking
4. Analyzing Information The

era after World War I was a

time for breaking with tradi-
tion. How could abandoning
traditions help a society? How
might it harm a society?

Understanding Themes
5. Innovation What impact did

technological advances in
transportation and communi-
cation have on American 
culture in the 1920s?

Trends in the Arts

SECTION 1 ASSESSMENT

1.

2.



P
eace brought neither stability nor lasting
prosperity to the Western democracies,
which paid a heavy price for their victo-

ry in World War I. Although the United States suf-
fered comparatively minor financial losses, huge
war debts threatened the economic and political sta-
bility of Great Britain and France. The West did enjoy
a brief period of prosperity in the 1920s, but a global
economic depression soon followed. This depression
further weakened the Western democracies in the
1930s, making it difficult for them to counter the ris-
ing totalitarian threat in Italy and Germany.

The United States
The United States emerged from World War I in

better shape than its allies. No battles were fought
on American soil, and because of its late entry into
the conflict, America suffered far fewer casualties
than the other nations. Moreover, unlike the eco-
nomies of many European countries, the American
economy remained strong until 1929.

Cutting Foreign Ties
President Woodrow Wilson wanted the United

States to assume a greater role in world affairs fol-
lowing the war. Americans, however, were weary of
war and of the foreign entanglements that had
dragged the nation into war. They wanted to return
to a life of isolation, free from international problems.

An idealistic man, Wilson had seized on the
notion of a League of Nations as the cornerstone of
a lasting peace. But the newly elected Republican
majorities in Congress had no wish to accommodate
the Democratic President. When Congress failed to 
ratify the Treaty of Versailles in 1919, it also rejected
American membership in the League. The absence
of the United States significantly weakened the
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> Terms to Define
disarmament, general strike, coalition

> People to Meet
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Ramsay MacDonald,
Eamon De Valera, Léon Blum

> Places to Locate
Washington, D.C., Irish Free State

            Franklin D. Roosevelt
introduces the New Deal.

1933             French voters
elect a Socialist
government. 

1936            The General Strike
paralyzes Great Britain. 

1926

1920 1925 19351930

Throughout 1932 the lines had grown. They
formed at banks, as investors tried to withdraw

their savings before the
bank collapsed. They
formed at factory gates and
employment offices. Men
lost their jobs, lost their
homes. They swallowed
their pride and formed
another line—for relief. 
If there was none to be
found, another line waited.
As one eyewitness report-
ed, “We saw a crowd of
some 50 men fighting over

a barrel of garbage which had been set outside the
back door of a restaurant.”

—adapted from Since Yesterday,
Frederick Lewis Allen, 1939

S e c t i o n 2

The Western
Democracies

S
The
toryteller

Depression-era food
line

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Democratic government was
able to survive in the United States, Great
Britain, and France during the post-World
War I era.



Describe the factors that created
the Dust Bowl. What did many Dust
Bowl farmers do in the 1930s? How has
the region developed since that time?

League’s effectiveness as a strong international
peacekeeping organization.

Meanwhile, many Americans feared the effects
of communism on the United States. In 1919 and
1920 this “red scare” led to the expulsion of suspect-
ed foreign-born radicals. Some native-born 
Americans also opposed immigration from southern
and eastern Europe. In response, Congress enacted
limits to immigration from Europe. Earlier laws
had already excluded or limited Asian immigration.

From Boom to Depression
Unlike Europe, the United States emerged from

the war with a dynamic industrial economy. It was
now a nation lending, instead of borrowing, money.
American industries produced a major share of the
world’s manufactured goods, and many industrial
workers earned higher wages. As a result of this
prosperity, more Americans were willing to take
risks. Some bought expensive goods on credit.
Others entered the stock market, buying stocks on
margin, that is, they paid only part of the cost and
borrowed the rest from brokers. 

Despite the soaring “bull market,” the econo-
my had underlying weaknesses. Most farmers
faced hardships because of falling farm prices.
Also, in certain industries, workers did not see their
wages rise as fast as the production of goods. As a
result, many people held back from buying goods
that factories were rapidly turning out. This combi-
nation of slow demand and overproduction paved
the way for an economic crisis.

In late October 1929, concern about the econo-
my led brokers to call in loans. When investors
were unable to pay, a financial panic began. Stock
prices tumbled, wiping out the fortunes of many
investors. This stock market crash sparked the
Great Depression of the 1930s. In the three years
after the crash, prices fell and many businesses and
banks closed. Sales dropped off, forcing a produc-
tion slump. Salaries and wages also fell, and many
workers lost their jobs. By 1933 more than 13 mil-
lion American workers were unemployed—nearly
one-fourth of the nation’s workforce.

Many Americans believed that direct relief for
the needy was the responsibility of the individual,
the family, and the local community. Government-
funded relief, they held, would destroy American
self-reliance and lead to socialism. However, in
these desperate times, not everyone agreed.  
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The Dust Bowl
American farmers in the 1930s suffered

greatly from the Great Depression, but their
hardships also came from a devastating
drought that afflicted the central United

States from 1933 to 1937. As the
Great Plains became powder-dry,
winds lifted vital topsoil in clouds
of dust that turned day into night.
Dust storms had swept over the
area before, but never on such a
large and destructive scale.

The roots of this disaster lay
well in the past. Ranchers’ cattle
overgrazed an area that experi-

enced scant rainfall. The ranchers were fol-
lowed by farmers, who planted wheat.
These early settlers plowed land that should
never have been cultivated, and they farmed

it badly. They did not use contour plowing
to check erosion, rotate their crops, or plant
trees as windbreaks to hold the soil.

Ruined by drought, about 200,000 farm
families headed West, especially to California.
They found little relief in their new home—
only low-paying jobs and the resentments of
local residents opposed to their coming. It
took many years of normal rainfall and
improved farming methods to transform the
Great Plains into productive land again. In
addition to agriculture, the region today
prospers from petroleum and coal mining.

Dust Bowl scene
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The New Deal
In 1932 voters elected Franklin D. Roosevelt

President, who had campaigned on the promise of
“a new deal” for the American people. He wanted
the federal government to aid the stricken economy
and provide relief for the unemployed.

Roosevelt sent a number of bills to Congress
that quickly became laws. These measures regulat-
ed the banks and stock market and established pro-
duction guidelines for industry and agriculture. To
put people back to work, the government estab-
lished public works projects to build roads, dams,
bridges, homes, and parks. Later New Deal legisla-
tion provided for social security and unemploy-
ment insurance. Roosevelt’s New Deal policies did
much to restore the nation’s confidence.

Foreign Affairs
The American government was concerned with

more than just domestic affairs during the 1920s
and 1930s. Despite its rejection of the League of
Nations and binding alliances, the United States
did take steps to prevent a future world war. In
1922 in Washington, D.C., it hosted an internation-
al conference on disarmament, the reduction of
military weapons. There the United States signed a
treaty with Japan and Great Britain limiting the
number of naval warships each could stockpile.
The leading powers at the conference also agreed to
seek peaceful solutions to disagreements.

In 1928 the United States and France signed the
Kellogg-Briand Pact, which denounced war as a
means of settling disputes. Eventually, nearly all the
nations of the world signed this agreement.
Unfortunately, it was nothing more than a statement
of intentions and had no powers of enforcement.

Great Britain
Although World War I increased the United

States’s economic and political influence, it cost
Great Britain its position as a leading economic
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During the 1920s and 1930s, economic downturns led to labor
unrest in many western democracies, especially Great Britain.

What was Great Britain’s economic standing after World War I?
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Student Web Activity 29

Visit the World History: The Human Experience Web 
site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click on 
Chapter 29—Student Web Activities for an activity 
relating to the New Deal.

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/chapter29/webact.html


power in the world. Before the war British banks
lent money to nations all over the globe. But the war
was costly, and Great Britain was forced to borrow
heavily from the United States. As a result, Great
Britain became a debtor instead of a creditor nation.

The war also cost Great Britain its privileged
position in world trade. American and Japanese
companies captured many British overseas markets
during the war. In addition, Great Britain’s factories
were old and the equipment outdated. Countries
like the United States and Japan, which had indus-
trialized later, had newer factories and more modern
equipment. Consequently, they could produce
goods at a lower cost. Many factories in Great Britain
closed or cut back production after the war. By 1921
more than 2 million workers had lost their jobs.

The General Strike
Great Britain’s economic woes reached a crisis

point in 1926. Coal miners were engaged in a bitter
strike for higher wages that year. For months the
coal companies had refused to give in to their
demands. In an effort to end the stalemate, the coal
miners convinced many other trade union workers
to join in a general strike, a strike involving all or a
large number of a nation’s workers. On May 4 all
transport workers, dockers, public utility employ-
ees, and workers in the building trades and heavy
industry walked off their jobs. The government
declared a state of emergency and called out the
troops to run essential services.

In the end, the General Strike was a failure. By
December 1926 the coal strike had also collapsed. In
1927 Parliament passed the Trade Disputes Act,
which made general strikes illegal.

Rise of the Labour Party
Despite the failure of the General Strike, British

workers gained political strength during the 1920s.
The Labour party became the second leading party
in the country after the Conservatives. In 1924 and
again in 1929, Labour governments were elected to
office. Each time, King George V named Scottish
Labour leader Ramsay MacDonald prime minister.
Because the Labour party supported Socialist poli-
cies, its rise to power alarmed the Conservatives
and their wealthy supporters. However, once in
power, MacDonald and other Labour leaders tem-
pered many of their radical demands.

The Dominions and Ireland
During the 1920s and 1930s, Great Britain held

on to most of its empire. However, dominions, such
as Canada and Australia, became independent
states. In 1931 Parliament passed the Statute of

Westminister, establishing the Commonwealth of
Nations, a voluntary association linking Great
Britain and its former colonies on an equal basis.

One of Great Britain’s major problems was its
relationship with Ireland. Unwilling to wait for
home rule, militant Irish nationalists on Easter 
1916 had revolted against the British. The brutal
crushing of the Easter Uprising by British forces
increased Irish support for full independence. In
1921 moderate leaders in Ireland and Great Britain
signed a compromise. The Catholic southern part of
Ireland became a dominion known as the Irish Free
State. The largely Protestant north remained joined
to Great Britain as Northern Ireland.

Wanting full independence for all of Ireland,
Irish radicals, led by Eamon De Valera, revolted
against the Irish Free State. The Irish government
suppressed this uprising, but Irish elections in 1932
brought De Valera to power. Five years later, the
country’s name was changed to Eire, and a presi-
dent replaced the British monarch as head of state.

France
World War I had an even more devastating

effect on France than on Great Britain. In the four
years of fighting, the combatants had destroyed
thousands of square miles of farmland and forests
and reduced villages and cities to rubble. French
casualties were enormous. Half of the males
between the ages of 18 and 32 had been killed.
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Irish nationalist leader Michael
Collins, speaking here to crowds in the

Irish capital of Dublin, negotiated a 1921 treaty with
the British. What changes did the treaty bring to Ireland?
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Visualizing



Troubled Years
Like Great Britain, France faced severe eco-

nomic problems after the war. High unemployment
and soaring inflation caused terrible hardships. The
French government was nearly bankrupt, and its
war debts were staggering. As a result of these
financial problems, France’s factories, railways, and
canals could not be quickly rebuilt.

The political picture was as bleak as the eco-
nomic one. Many political parties competed for
votes. Since each party received seats in the nation-
al legislature according to its percentage of the vote,
no party ever won a majority of seats. In order to
form a government, several parties had to band
together into a coalition, or alliance of factions, but
the coalition governments often fell apart quickly.

Extremist groups on both the left and the right
also threatened the political stability of the nation.

Communists and Socialists struggled for power
against Fascists, extreme nationalists favoring a
strong government, and outbreaks of violence were
common.

The Popular Front
In 1934 the political crisis reached a head.

Fascist groups rioted in Paris, killing several peo-
ple. Fearing a Fascist takeover, the Communists
appealed to leaders of the Socialist party for “a
broad Popular Front to combat fascism and for
work, liberty, and peace.”

The new coalition won enough votes in a 1936
election to form a government. Léon Blum, the
Socialist leader, became prime minister. The
Popular Front was in power for about a year, but in
that short time it passed many new laws that bene-
fited workers and farmers.

Foreign Policy
Exhausted and drained by World War I, France

wanted, above all else, to prevent another war.
Consequently, the French government supported
the League of Nations in the postwar years and
worked to create a series of alliances to contain
Germany. But it also sought friendly ties with
Germany’s new democratic Weimar Republic. In
1925 France signed the Locarno Treaties with
Germany, Italy, Belgium, and Great Britain that
appeared to ensure a lasting peace.

As added insurance against a future German
invasion, France built a series of fortifications that
were 200 miles (320 km) long called the Maginot
(MA•zhuh•NOH) Line. This stretch of concrete
bunkers and trenches extended along France’s bor-
der with Germany. French military leaders boasted
that the Maginot Line could never be crossed. What
they failed to consider was that past German inva-
sions had come through Belgium, whose border
with France remained virtually undefended.
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to give reasons why
democratic government 
survived in the U.S., Great
Britain, and France during 
the post-World War I era.

Recall
2. Define disarmament, general

strike, coalition.
3. Identify Franklin D. Roosevelt,

Ramsay MacDonald,
Commonwealth of Nations,
Eamon De Valera, Léon Blum. 

Critical Thinking
4. Evaluating Information

How did British workers 

expect a general strike to
improve working conditions in
the coal mines?

Understanding Themes
5. Change How did President

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New
Deal policies change the role
the federal government played
in American society after
1933?

Jordan

Jordan Gains 
Independence

Jordan, 1921
After World War I, lands east and west of the 
Jordan River were administered by Great Britain. 
In 1921 the territory east of the Jordan gained
partial self-government. This land—then called 
Transjordan—won full independence in 1946 as a 
monarchy under King Abdullah. The country was 
renamed Jordan after it annexed the West Bank 
of the Jordan River following the 1948–1949 
Arab-Israeli war. 
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A
fter World War I, political, economic,
and social strife engulfed many
Western nations. Long-established

democracies remained strong in the United States
and Great Britain, but in Italy, Germany, 
and Russia, a new form of dictatorship known as
totalitarianism emerged. Totalitarian governments
aimed at total control over every aspect of citizens’
lives. Under totalitarianism, the individual was
viewed as a servant of the state and was allowed
few personal freedoms. Books, radio, films, the arts,
and the schools were used to promote the govern-
ment’s political philosophy.

Totalitarianism grew out of World War I. To
fight a total war, democratic and autocratic govern-
ments alike had temporarily assumed sweeping
powers. After the war, totalitarian dictatorships
extended such powers further, using their vast
authority to remodel entire societies and conquer
other lands. In seeking these goals, totalitarian gov-
ernments came into conflict with each other and
with the Western democracies. Their actions set the
stage for the beginning of another world war.

Rise of Fascism in Italy
After World War I, a general mood of dissatisfac-

tion gripped the people of Italy. Italian nationalists
were outraged that the Paris peace treaties had not
given Italy huge portions of territory from the
Central Powers. Returning veterans found no work,
workers went on strike or took over factories, and
peasants seized land. Reeling from an economic
downturn, the government was unable to relieve the
mounting discontent. 

These chaotic conditions favored the rise of
Benito Mussolini (MOO•suh•LEE•nee). Born in
1883, Mussolini came from a working-class family.
As a young journalist, he was active in Socialist pol-
itics; but during the war, he switched loyalties and
became an ardent nationalist.

            Italy‘s Benito 
Mussolini assumes 
dictatorial powers.

1924
            Nuremberg
Laws in Germany
deprive Jews of rights.

1935            Adolf Hitler
becomes chancellor
of Germany.

1933

1920 1925 19351930

> Terms to Define
totalitarianism, fascism, corporate state, 
syndicate, Kristallnacht, concentration
camp

> People to Meet
Benito Mussolini, Adolf Hitler

> Places to Locate
Weimar

Alice Hamilton was dismayed. Twenty-five
years earlier, she had spent a year in Frankfurt as
a student. She now returned to visit the city only

to find the lovely Römer Platz
draped with Nazi flags. The city’s
children and young people also had
changed. Formerly they played
games; now they marched in regular
ranks. Where tuneful songs had
been sung in public houses, militant
music blared forth. Mrs. Hamilton
understood why this transformation
had taken place. Hitler was inspir-
ing Germany’s impoverished, hope-
less youth to believe they were the
elect of the earth. 

—adapted from “The Youth Who
Are Hitler’s Strength,” New York
Times Magazine, October 8, 1933.
Alice Hamilton. Reprinted in Sources
of the Western Tradition, Marvin
Perry, 1991 
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Mussolini formed a new political party in 1919
called the Fasci di Combattimento, or Fascist party.
Fascism (FA•SHIH•zuhm) is a political philosophy
that advocates the glorification of the state, a single-
party system with a strong ruler, and an aggressive
form of nationalism. Like communism, fascism
gave the state absolute authority. But fascism
defended private property, although with some
government regulation, and the class structure.
According to its principles, the nation’s cause was
to be advanced at all cost even by war.

Mussolini’s Road to Power
Conditions in Italy continued to deteriorate in

the months following the war. The value of the lira

declined steadily, the price of bread rose, and a
shortage of coal hampered industrial production.
To express their dissatisfaction, workers staged a
series of strikes that paralyzed the country. In
September 1920, workers in Lombardy and
Piedmont took over the factories. Mussolini showed
his support for the strikers in a speech at Trieste:

I demand that the factories increase their
production. If this is guaranteed to me by
the workers in place of the industrialists,
I shall declare without hesitation that the
former have the right to substitute them-
selves … [for] the latter.

The unrest spread to rural Italy. Peasants seized
land from wealthy landowners, and tenant farmers
refused to pay their rents. The situation was so
chaotic that the middle and upper classes feared a
Communist revolution. Ever the politician,
Mussolini offered “a little something to everyone.”
To appease the landowners, he vowed to end the
unrest and protect private property. To woo the
workers, he promised full employment and work-
ers’ benefits. He pleased nationalists by pledging to
restore Italy to its former greatness. 

By 1922 the Fascists were ready to use force in
a bid for power. The Blackshirts, as Mussolini’s fol-
lowers were called, did not rely on verbal assaults
alone to achieve their goals. They physically
attacked political opponents in the streets and
drove elected officials from office.

Believing that fascism was a useful way of con-
trolling the Socialists and workers, the democratic
government did nothing to stop the Blackshirts. As a
result, Mussolini grew even bolder. In October 1922
the Fascists staged a march on Rome. Mussolini wait-
ed in Milan to see how the government would react.
Believing that the Fascists were planning to seize
power, the cabinet asked King Victor Emmanuel III
to declare martial law. The king refused, and the cab-
inet resigned. Instead of calling for new elections,
the monarch named Mussolini prime minister.

Mussolini’s Dictatorship
Mussolini quickly put an end to democratic rule

in Italy. In a 1924 election, Blackshirts used their now
familiar brutal tactics to make sure that Italians voted
for Fascist candidates. As a result, Fascists won a
majority of seats in the Italian parliament. The Fascist-
controlled parliament gave Mussolini sweeping new
powers. After this election Mussolini began calling
himself Il Duce (eel DOO•chay), “The Leader.”
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Italian dictator Benito Mussolini
salutes soldiers at a military parade.

He dreamed of making Italy a great nation and reviv-
ing the Roman Empire. How did Mussolini come to power
in Italy?
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Visualizing



To consolidate his power, Mussolini reorga-
nized the Italian government and established a 
corporate state. Under the corporate state, Mus-
solini hoped to bring workers and employers
together and consequently to end the political
quarreling that he associated with a democratic,
multiparty system. To this end, he banned non-
Fascist parties and ordered that syndicates, or cor-
porations of workers and employers, be formed in
each industry. Each syndicate sent representatives
to a legislature in Rome that set policies on wages,
production, and distribution. In theory, the corpo-
rate state was a new form of democracy; in practice,
it was a political tool expressly designed for
strengthening Mussolini’s power. 

Many Italians bitterly opposed fascism. They
mourned the loss of democracy and individual free-
doms. The Fascists arrested, assaulted, and murdered
any who dared speak out against the abuses. “The
masses must obey,” thundered Mussolini. “They can-
not afford to waste time searching for truth.”

A majority of Italians, however, supported
Mussolini. They believed he had done Italy a great
service by preventing a Communist revolution and
had brought order to the nation. After all, they said,
he “made the trains run on time.” 

By building up Italy’s armed forces, Mussolini
did solve the unemployment problem. Even more
important, he rekindled the feelings of patriotism
and nationalism that had lain dormant in the Italian
people. He made it clear to Italians that it was in
their destiny to recapture all the greatness that had
made the glory of ancient Rome. He would use all
the economic and human resources available to
make Italy a great power again. 

The Weimar Republic
While Mussolini was establishing fascism in

Italy, the Allies were preoccupied with ensuring
that Germany would never again threaten peace.
As a result, the Treaty of Versailles limited the size
of Germany’s armed forces and required the
Germans to form a democratic government. While
many Germans believed that democracy had
become inevitable after the breakdown of the
monarchy, few really believed in it. 

In early 1919 Germans went to the polls and
elected delegates to a national assembly. Meeting in
Weimar, the assembly drafted a constitution for
Germany establishing a democratic republic. The
republic, which lasted from 1919 to 1933, was called
the Weimar Republic.

Soon after the Weimar Republic became a 
reality, political instability and violence threat-
ened to overwhelm it. In 1920 nationalist army 
officers tried to overthrow the government in a
coup d’état. Like many other Germans, they
claimed that Weimar leaders had betrayed the
nation by accepting the Treaty of Versailles.
Although the revolt was suppressed, the govern-
ment failed to overcome widespread opposition to
its policies.

Reparations
More than just political problems threatened

Germany. Great Britain and France promised their
citizens that the German government would pay
reparations for the full cost of the war. The Allies set
this cost at $35 billion. Already beset by serious eco-
nomic problems, the German government in 1922
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The blockade of
Germany in World War I

and postwar reparations on Germany
brought hardships to many German 
citizens. These women in Berlin are
searching in a garbage pile for food.
What form of government did Germany have
between 1919 and 1933?
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announced that it could not under present circum-
stances meet its obligations. 

France, however, insisted that Germany pay its
debt. To ensure this result, French troops marched
into Germany’s industrial Ruhr Valley in 1923 and
took control of the coal mines and steel mills.
Angered at the French invasion, German workers
went on strike while their government paid them.
With income from Ruhr industries going to France,
Germany had lost an important asset.

Inflation
To meet expenses, the German government

printed more and more paper money. As a result,
inflation soared. Before the war, 4 marks equaled 1
American dollar. By late 1923, it took 4 trillion
marks to equal 1 dollar. Inflation wiped out the sav-
ings of many middle-class Germans.

In the mid-1920s, Germany finally saw some
relief ahead from its troubles. The French reached a
compromise with the Germans that eased pay-
ments, and they left the Ruhr. Freed of debt and

strengthened by American loans, Germany entered
a five-year period of relative prosperity. But the
seeds of discontent had already been sown.

Rise of Nazism
Among the political parties challenging the

Weimar Republic was the National Socialist Work-
ers’ party, or Nazi party. One of its first recruits was
World War I veteran Adolf Hitler. Born in Austria
in 1889, Hitler failed in his efforts to become a suc-
cessful artist. After the war, he settled in Munich
and joined the Nazi party.

Hitler soon formed the Brownshirts, a private
army of young veterans and street thugs. During
the inflationary crisis of 1923, Hitler made an
attempt to seize power. With armed Brownshirts
outside, Hitler jumped on a table in a Munich beer
hall and announced, “The revolution has begun!”

of theof the

Life in Nazi Germany
During the 1930s, Hitler’s National Socialist

party ruled Germany with an iron hand. Many
Germans accepted the Nazi dictatorship, believing
that it would solve the country’s problems. Other
Germans, however, suffered under
Hitler’s rule.

Adolf Hitler at a Nazi rally
accepts flowers from a German
child. German children were
taught in schools to honor Hitler
as Germany’s savior.
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German young people joined Nazi youth
groups where they participated in parades
and athletics and learned Nazi ideas.



When the police intervened and arrested Hitler,
however, the revolt quickly collapsed.

While in prison, Hitler wrote his autobiogra-
phy, Mein Kampf (My Struggle). In Hitler’s view, the
Germans were not responsible for losing the war.
He blamed the Jews and the Communists for the
German defeat. He also declared that the Germans
were a “master race” whose destiny was to rule the
world. Hitler saw himself as the leader who would
unite all German-speaking people into a new
empire that would dominate other groups.

After his release from prison, Hitler resumed
his activities. When the Great Depression struck in
1929, he appealed to German workers and industri-
alists alike with his promise to end unemployment
and restore Germany’s military might. In the early
1930s, the Nazis won a large number of seats in the
multiparty Reichstag, or legislative lower house.
With the government paralyzed by divisions, con-
servative politicians decided to back Hitler and use
him for their own ends. In 1933 Hitler became chan-
cellor. Through entirely legal means, the Nazis had
come to power. 

Hitler in Power
Hitler’s goal all along was the creation of a

totalitarian state. Because the Nazis were still a
minority in the Reichstag, however, he planned to
hold a new election. But a week before it was to be
held, the Reichstag building mysteriously caught
fire and burned to the ground. Hoping to reduce
Communist support among the workers, Hitler
blamed the Communists for the fire. In the election,
the Brownshirts forced German voters to back the
Nazis. When the Nazi-dominated Reichstag met
after the election, it voted Hitler emergency powers
to deal with the “Communist threat.”

Hitler used his new powers to crush his oppo-
nents and consolidate his rule. All political parties,
except the Nazi party were banned, and constitu-
tional guarantees of freedom of speech, assembly,
press and religion were ended. The Nazi govern-
ment took over the labor unions and regulated pro-
duction and wages. It also tried to control the
Christian churches and silence clergy who opposed
Nazi policies.

REFLECTING ON THE TIMES

1. How were Germany’s young people
influenced by the Nazis?
2. How did Nazi rule affect Germany’s
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The Jews of Germany were persecuted by the
Nazis. Nazi groups often terrorized Jewish peo-
ple and vandalized Jewish-owned businesses.



Attacks on the Jews
Hitler directed his most bitter attacks against

the Jews. In 1935 the Nuremberg Laws stripped
Jews of their citizenship and their right to hold 
public office. The laws barred Jewish students from
schools and destroyed Jewish businesses. In the
Kristallnacht of November 9 and 10, 1938, Nazis
attacked Jews on the streets and vandalized Jewish
property. Hitler ’s secret police, the Gestapo,
arrested Jews and political opponents by the 
thousands. Many were shot. Others were sent to
concentration camps, large prison camps where
people were confined under harsh conditions.

Hitler was suspicious of even his closest sup-
porters. He particularly feared radical members
among the Brownshirts and set out to weaken their
ranks. On June 30, 1934, the “Night of Long
Knives,” Hitler had hundreds of Brownshirts and
their leaders shot.

The Third Reich
Assured of absolute power, Hitler took the title

of der Führer (duhr FYUR•uhr), “the Leader.” He
called his government the Third Reich (RYK), or
Third Empire, and boasted it would last 1,000
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to list factors that led to
the rise of dictatorship in Italy.

Recall
2. Define totalitarianism, fascism,

corporate state, syndicate,
Kristallnacht, concentration camp.

3. Identify Benito Mussolini,
Weimar, Adolf Hitler.

Critical Thinking
4. Analyzing Information Why

did fascism appeal to many Ital-
ians and Germans in the
decade following World War I?

Understanding Themes
5. Uniformity Analyze the Nazi

government. What were its goals?

After becom-
ing dictator of

Germany in 1933, Adolf Hitler
often held large rallies to
inspire the loyalty of Germans.
Hitler also adopted the slogan
Ein Volk, Ein Reich, Ein Führer
(One People, One Empire, One
Leader). What ambitions did Adolf
Hitler have for Germany?

History
Visualizing

years. To reach this end, he set about restoring
Germany’s military might. He ignored the provi-
sions of the Versailles Treaty, which limited the size
of the German army, and ordered German factories
to begin turning out guns, ammunition, airplanes,
tanks, and other weapons. He made no secret of his
ambitions to expand Germany’s territory: “Today,
Germany; tomorrow, the world!”

Hitler also brought all intellectual and artistic
activity in Germany under his control and imposed
his own ideas on the arts. To glorify Nazism, he
made plans to rebuild Berlin in the style of monu-
mental classical architecture. He discouraged the
artistic experimentation that had flourished during
the 1920s. As a result, many of Germany’s most tal-
ented artists and scientists—such as Walter
Gropius, Arnold Schoenberg, Sigmund Freud, and
Albert Einstein—fled the country.

Hitler actively used the media to flood
Germany with propaganda praising the Nazi
cause. The government stressed the importance of a
strong military and devotion to the nation and its
leader. Hitler also set up organizations for young
people between the ages of 6 and 18 to mold
German youth to accept Nazi ideas.  

+

+

➝
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Rise of Dictatorship



Chapter 29 Between Two Fires 787

Do you enjoy reading the comics section 
in the newspaper? Most people do.
Cartoons also appear on the editorial

page. These give opinions on political issues.
Political cartoons are good historical sources
because they reflect opinions on current affairs.

Learning the Skill
Using caricature and symbols, political 

cartoonists help readers see relationships and
draw conclusions about events. A caricature
exaggerates a detail such as a subject’s features.
Cartoonists use caricature to create a positive or
negative impression. For example, if a cartoon
shows one figure three times larger than anoth-
er, it implies that one figure is more powerful
than the other.

A symbol is an image or object that repre-
sents something else. For example, a cartoonist
may use a crown to represent monarchy. Symbols
often represent nations or political parties. Uncle
Sam is a common symbol for the United States.

To analyze a political cartoon, first identify
the topic and principal characters. Read labels
and messages. Note relationships between the
figures and symbols. Review
your knowledge of the cartoon’s
topic to determine the cartoon-
ist’s viewpoint and message.

Practicing the Skill
The political cartoon on this

page, published in 1938, makes a
statement about the dictatorships
that developed in Europe after
World War I and the reaction of
the Western democracies toward
them. Study the cartoon and then
answer these questions.
1. What do the figures represent?

2. Why is the standing figure so large?
3. What is the standing figure holding and

what is it attached to?
4. What is the message of the cartoon?

Applying the Skill
Choose a current issue on which you hold a

strong opinion. Draw a political cartoon express-
ing your opinion on this issue. Show it to a friend
to find out if the message is clear. If not, revise
the cartoon to clarify its point.

For More Practice
Turn to the Skill Practice in the Chapter

Assessment on page 793 for more practice in ana-
lyzing a political cartoon.

Analyzing Political Cartoons

Critical ThinkingCritical Thinking

The Glencoe Skillbuilder
Interactive Workbook, Level 2
provides instruction and practice 
in key social studies skills.



B
y 1921 Russia had endured the horrors
of world war, revolution, and civil
war. In the course of seven years of

conflict, 27 million people had perished. Most had
died on the battlefields and in countless guerrilla
engagements, but millions had died of disease and
starvation as well. In addition, the nation’s trans-
port system was in ruins, the peasants were in open
revolt, and the economy was plunging toward col-
lapse. At the Tenth Party Congress, Red Army
director Leon Trotsky proclaimed: “We have
destroyed the country in order to defeat the
Whites.”

Lenin in Power
In their struggle for survival during the civil

war, Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov (ool•YAH•nuhf), also
known as Lenin, and the Bolsheviks had introduced
an economic policy called war communism in 1918.
Under war communism, the government carried out
a policy of nationalization, in which it brought
under state control all major industries. Applying
the principle that those who would eat must work,
the government required everyone between the ages
of 16 and 50 to hold a job. It also erected a huge
bureaucratic administration that wielded tremen-
dous power but was extremely inefficient. 

In 1921 Lenin tried to bring order out of the
chaos that both war and government policy had
caused. He announced a plan called the New
Economic Policy, or NEP. Major industries such as
steel, railroads, and large-scale manufacturing
remained under government control. But in an
attempt to stimulate the economy, Lenin allowed
some private businesses to operate. In a startling
departure from Marxist theory, NEP permitted small
manufacturers and farmers to own their own busi-
nesses and to sell what they produced for a profit.

In 1922 the Communists changed the official
name of the country from Russia to the Union of
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> Terms to Define
nationalization, dictatorship of the 
proletariat, collectivization, kulak, purge,
Socialist realism

> People to Meet
Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov (Lenin), Leon
Trotsky, Joseph Stalin, Maksim Gorky

> Places to Locate
Georgia, Ukraine

            Lenin announces
New Economic Policy.

1921             “Terror famine“ 
sweeps Ukraine.

1932            Stalin promotes
collective farms. 

1928

1920 19401930

It was 35 degrees below zero when the team
set out for work at Magnitogorsk. They would
weld fittings to the blast furnaces 100 feet off the

ground. It was hazardous
work, for ice coated every
surface. Three hours into
the day a rigger fell off the
scaffolding. Badly injured,
he was carried to the first-
aid station. His shaken
companions talked of the
need to improve the scaf-
folding. The foreman, how-
ever, blamed the workers.
“You ploughboys don’t
know how to be careful. You
don’t pay as much attention

as you should. People will fall, but we are building
blast furnaces all the same, aren’t we?”

—adapted from Behind the Urals: An
American Worker in Russia’s City of
Steel, John Scott, reprinted in The
Global Experience, Volume 2, 1987

S e c t i o n 4

The Soviet Union

S
The
toryteller

Soviet construction 
project, 1930s

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Joseph Stalin’s rule trans-
formed the Soviet Union.



Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), or the Soviet
Union. During this time, Lenin and other
Communist leaders also completed a new constitu-
tion. This constitution stated that the USSR was a
Socialist state, meaning that the government con-
trolled the means of production. 

In theory this state, called the dictatorship of
the proletariat, was controlled by workers. But in
practice the leadership of the Communist party
controlled the workers. It was, as German
Communist party member Rosa Luxemburg
observed: “… a dictatorship, to be sure, not the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat, however, but only the
dictatorship of a handful of politicians.” The class-
less society envisioned by Marx was, in the Soviet
Union, a pyramid, with the party boss at the top
and the peasants at the bottom.

The non-Russian nationalities in the USSR did
not fare much better than the peasants. Because
Lenin did not want to break up the old Russian
Empire into independent states, he gave each major
nationality its own republic with its own bureau-
cracy. In reality, however, the central government in
Moscow still made the important decisions for
these republics. In spite of the government’s talk
about equality for all nationalities, the Russians
remained the dominant group in the Soviet Union
and largely determined its policies.

Trotsky and Stalin
In 1922 Lenin suffered two strokes that left him

permanently disabled. He died two years later at
the age of 54. 

The struggle to succeed Lenin began during his
final illness. The two main contenders for the posi-
tion were Leon Trotsky and Joseph Stalin. Next to
Lenin, Trotsky had been the most important person
in the Communist party. He had played a key role
in the Bolshevik Revolution and had built the Red
Army into a powerful fighting force. Trotsky came
from a middle-class background and was a scholar
who contributed many new ideas to the Marxist
movement. He was also a speaker of great power
and eloquence.

Born in Georgia, a territory south of Russia,
Stalin was the son of artisans. A seminary student
in his youth, Stalin was punished for reading 
books about revolution and social conditions,
including novels such as Les Misérables. Stalin later
renounced Russian Orthodoxy and became a
Marxist revolutionary. Unlike Trotsky, Stalin was a
skilled administrator. In 1922 he rose to the post of
general secretary of the Communist party. 

Trotsky and Stalin held fundamentally differ-
ent views about the path the Soviet Union should
follow. Like Lenin, Trotsky believed in the theory of
a “permanent revolution.” He believed that only
when the Russian Revolution had touched off
uprisings all over the world could Socialists build
an ideal society in the Soviet Union. Stalin, in con-
trast, declared it possible and necessary to “build
socialism in a single country.” By this he meant that
the Soviet Union should concentrate on growing
strong first, before it tried to spread revolution
around the world.

Trotsky was better known than Stalin, both at
home and in the Comintern (Communist
International), an organization of Communist par-
ties from all over the world. Moreover, Trotsky had
been closer to Lenin. Nevertheless, Stalin managed
to outmaneuver Trotsky politically. As general sec-
retary, Stalin had the authority to appoint and
remove officials. He gradually gained control of the
party bureaucracy. As soon as he was securely in
power, Stalin exiled Trotsky to Siberia and then
expelled him from the Soviet Union. Trotsky even-
tually settled in Mexico City, where he continued to
write about communism and the Soviet Union. An
assassin acting on Stalin’s orders murdered Trotsky
in 1940.
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Lenin’s New Economic Policy (NEP)
helped put the Soviet Union’s econ-

omy back on its feet in the early 1920s. In what way did
NEP depart from Marxist theory?

History
Visualizing



Five-Year Plans
Fearing war with the West, Stalin wanted to

rapidly transform the Soviet Union into an indus-
trial power. In 1928 he declared an end to NEP
and announced the first of his Five-Year Plans, a
program that set economic goals for a five-year
period. The plan brought all industrial and agricul-
tural production under government control. It 
also provided for housing, health care, and other
services. 

While promising a better future, Stalin
demanded sacrifices from the Soviet people. The
first Five-Year Plan concentrated on building heavy
industry. Consumer goods were produced in small
amounts and were of inferior quality.

Responsibility for administering the plan lay in
the hands of bureaucrats in Moscow. Theirs was a
difficult task requiring tight control and careful
planning. Not surprisingly, they made plenty of
mistakes. For example, one Soviet enterprise 

purchased its nail supply from a nail factory many
miles away, while a nail factory across the street
was shipping its goods a similar distance. Despite
the mistakes, the first Five-Year Plan was a success
in spurring industrial growth.

Collective Farms
In agriculture, Stalin’s plan called for 

collectivization, a system of farming in which the
government owned the land and used peasants to
farm it. Stalin believed that collective farms would
be more efficient. They would not only produce
food for the Soviet people but produce it for export
as well. By increasing agricultural exports, Stalin
hoped to pay for Soviet industrialization without
borrowing from the capitalist West.

Stalin also planned to use collectivization to
intimidate the Soviet Union’s peasant majority,
most of whom were fiercely anti-Communist.
Kulaks, or the most prosperous peasants, espe-
cially opposed collectivization. They had pros-
pered under NEP and did not want to give up
their land, livestock, and machinery. Fighting broke
out in the countryside when the government tried
to impose its plans. Thousands of peasants and
their families were killed or arrested and sent to
labor camps in Siberia. Stalin also took measures 
to crush anti-Communist resistance in Ukraine. 
By seizing the region’s grain during the terrible
winter of 1932, Stalin promoted a “terror famine,”
causing the deaths of millions of Ukrainian peasants.

Results
The first Five-Year Plan transformed the Soviet

Union into an industrial power, but the human cost
of the plan was enormous. Industrial workers
received low wages, or none at all, and food was
often limited in quantity. Millions of people died
because of rural unrest, and collective farms were
often unable to provide enough grain to feed the
nation’s population.

Stalin’s Dictatorship
Stalin ruled the Soviet Union from the mid-

1920s until his death in 1953. During this period he
established one of the most brutal dictatorships the
world has ever seen. Stalin demanded complete
obedience from the people he ruled and got it
through an effective use of terror. He granted the
secret police immense power, which they used to
scrutinize every aspect of the nation’s social and
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political life. Secret police agents
encouraged workers to spy on each
other and children to spy on their
parents. Those accused of disloyalty
were shot or sent to labor camps in
Siberia. The secret police and their
activities helped to create a climate
of fear in Soviet society.

Purges
In the 1930s Stalin began a

methodical attack upon his poten-
tial enemies, which even members
of the Communist party did not
escape. In the year 1934 an unknown
assailant, probably acting on Stalin’s
orders, assassinated a high party
official. Stalin used the event to rid
himself of opponents and strength-
en his hold on the party. He had
millions of party members expelled, arrested and
put in labor camps, or shot.

Stalin then turned against the Old Bolsheviks.
These officials had been associates of Lenin and
Stalin in the early days of the movement. Because
some of them had sided with Trotsky, Stalin moved
in 1936 to purge, or remove, them from any posi-
tion where they could threaten his leadership. He
had them arrested and put on trial. In open court in
Moscow, with foreign reporters looking on, they
pleaded guilty to false charges of treason, murder,
and other crimes. Although these prisoners showed
no signs of mistreatment, many Western experts
have since concluded that the secret police used
psychological torture to break their wills.

The Arts
Stalin also set out to put all artistic and cultural

activities under the Communist party’s control. In

1934 he put Maksim Gorky, one
of the Soviet Union’s leading
writers, in charge of all Soviet
culture. Gorky promoted a new
literary style that soon became
obligatory in the arts: Socialist
realism. Writers and artists 
created a “new reality” by glori-
fying Soviet heroes and achieve-

ments, while denouncing the rumors about forced
labor and terror. Artists who violated these dictates
faced exile or imprisonment in labor camps.

Stalin’s restrictions had a chilling effect on
Soviet artists. Although talented writers and artists
struggled to survive, most official artistic works
were predictable and uninspiring.

The Comintern
In 1919 Lenin had established the Communist

International, or Comintern. The goal of the
Comintern was to encourage Communist parties in
other countries to overthrow their governments by
any means and to establish Soviet-style regimes.
While Stalin at first gave low priority to Comintern
affairs, he later took them more seriously. However,
Stalin decided to dissolve the Comintern in 1943, to
win the favor of the Western Allies during World
War II.  
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The Soviet gov-
ernment used

posters to glorify Soviet achieve-
ments and to urge people to
carry out the goals of the
Communist party. How did Stalin
strengthen his hold on the Soviet
Union and the Communist party?

History
Visualizing

Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to identify ways in which
Stalin’s rule changed the Soviet
Union.

Recall
2. Define nationalization, 

dictatorship of the proletariat,
collectivization, kulak, purge,
Socialist realism.

3. Identify Vladimir Ilyich
Ulyanov (Lenin), Leon Trotsky,
Joseph Stalin, Georgia, Ukraine,
Maksim Gorky.

Critical Thinking
4. Analyzing Information

What effects did Stalin’s 
policies have on the Soviet 
people? Are these effects still
felt today? Explain.

Understanding Themes
5. Uniformity Predict what

might have happened if Trotsky
had succeeded Lenin.

How Stalin’s Rule
Changed Soviet

Union

SECTION 4 ASSESSMENT



Reviewing Facts
1. Government Use a diagram like the one below

to show governmental actions Hitler took after
coming to power.

2. Technology List the technological advances in
the 1920s and 1930s that impacted people.

3. Culture Identify three artists who produced
changes in literature, art, music, or architecture.
Describe the contributions each made. 

4. History Explain why the United States retreated
into isolationism after World War I.

5. Culture Explain the rise of fascism in Italy.
6. Culture Discuss how Hitler rose to power.
7. Government Explain how Hitler and Mussolini

strengthened their political power.
8. Economics Identify Lenin’s NEP.
9. Government Describe how Stalin defeated

Trotsky.

Critical Thinking
1. Apply Why was World War I a watershed event

in the twentieth century?
2. Apply How did Einstein’s theories affect 

twentieth-century science and culture? 
3. Analyze Compare totalitarianism and de-

mocracy. Why did totalitarian governments rise 
to power after World War I?

4. Analyze How does the term “Night of Terror”
describe Kristallnacht?

Using Key Terms
Write the key term that completes each sentence. 
Then write a sentence for each term not chosen.

a. cubism g. concentration camps
b. coalition h. disarmament
c. surrealism i. corporate state
d. fascism j. nationalization
e. purge k. Kristallnacht
f. kulaks l. general strike

1. Under the _________, Mussolini hoped to bring
workers and employers together.

2. Because there were numerous political parties,
the formation of a government in France
required a _____________ of several parties.

3. _________ is a political philosophy that glorifies
the state, supports a single-party system under a
strong leader, and promotes an aggressive form
of nationalism.

4. In the ___________, members of the Nazi party
attacked Jews on the streets and vandalized
Jewish businesses, homes, and synagogues.

5. The art form of ___________ used dreamlike
images and unnatural combinations of 
objects.
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Use your notes from the interview of
a person who lived through the period
between the wars. Write an account of
how events affected ordinary people’s
lives.

Using Your History Journal
Self-Check Quiz

Visit the World History: The Human Experience
Web site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click 
on Chapter 29—Self-Check Quiz to prepare for the 
Chapter Test.

Developing a Multimedia
Presentation Search the
Internet or your local library
for sources on World War I. Based on your
research, create a multimedia presentation about
the economic effects of World War I on Western
countries. Use images from the Internet in your
presentation. Include a plan describing the type
of presentation you would like to develop and
the steps you will take to ensure a successful
presentation.

Technology Activity

Hitler’s
Actions

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/quiz.shtml?BOOK=004&CHAPTER=29&TITLE=Between+Two+Fires


5. Synthesize To aid Germany’s economic recov-
ery after World War I, how might the Allies
have structured the peace settlements?

6. Compare How does fascism differ from com-
munism? How do both differ from capitalism?

7. Analyze Salvador Dali was influenced by
Sigmund Freud. How is Freud’s influence evi-
dent in The Persistence of Memory (1931)?

Understanding Themes
1. Innovation How did new movements in litera-

ture and the arts reflect changes after World 
War I?

2. Change How was Roosevelt’s New Deal similar
to Stalin’s Five-Year Plan? How was it different?

3. Uniformity Why did the Nazis try to control
labor unions and the Christian churches? Why
did they mistreat Germany’s Jewish population?

4. Uniformity How did Lenin try to unify all non-
Russian republics under one government?

Skill Practice
Study the cartoon and answer the questions.

1. Who is the figure in the cartoon?
2. What country does the flag represent?
3. What is the message of the cartoon?

Geography in History
1. Place In which countries did Fascist govern-

ments come to power during the 1930s?
2. Region In what region of Europe were 10 of the

11 democracies in the 1930s?
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During the 1920s and 1930s the automobile,
motion pictures, and the radio transformed
the way Americans lived. What technologi-
cal advances shape our lives today? Are they
negative or positive? Explain.
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