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Scientific/Technological

            Diego Rivera works on
famous murals in Mexico City.

1925

            World 
War I begins.

1914             The Russian Revolution
occurs; Russian women win
the right to vote. 

1917

            James Joyce publishes 
Ulysses; T.S. Eliot publishes 
The Waste Land.

1922

            Robert Goddard 
launches the first liquid 
propellant rocket.

1926

1915 1921 1927

Political

Social/Cultural

1914–1945

World
in Conflict

Chapter 28 
World War I 

Chapter 29 
Between Two Fires

Chapter 30 
Nationalism in Asia,
Africa, and 
Latin America

Chapter 31 
World War II

Nationalism and imperialism had dire conse-

quences for Europe and the world. When national

pride and the scramble for overseas territories dictated foreign rela-

tions among industrial states, conflict was inevitable. Two world

wars resulted. Never before in the history of civilization had the

world endured devastation on such a massive scale. 

When you climb aboard a jetliner, you may reflect on the tech-

nology of air travel developed in this period. After World War II,

many people hoped that the refined instruments of war could be

turned to peaceful purposes. The power of the atom could be used to

produce energy rather than bombs. Airplanes, developed in World

War I and refined in World War II, could become a major means of

transportation.
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See pages 854–855 for
primary source readings
that accompany Unit 7.



            Charlie Chaplin makes
the movie The Great Dictator.

1940

            World
War II begins.

1939            Adolf Hitler
comes to power in
Germany.

1933             The United 
States drops an atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima.

1945

            Enrico Fermi 
produces the first controlled 
nuclear chain reaction. 

1942             Alexander Fleming
discovers penicillin.

1928

            Jews lose rights of
citizenship in Germany. 

1935

1933 1939  1945 
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A 1938 Zenith console radio

World War I erupted as the
first major conflict to involve
most of the world’s nations.
Global participation was
sparked by the assassination
of the Austro-Hungarian
Archduke. 

To examine the role
of the archduke’s assassina-
tion in instigating World 
War I, view videodisc Chap-
ter 4: Assassination Ignites
the World in Turning Points
in World History.

and



Europe
The League of Nations

As early as 1828, an American named William Ladd
sought to establish a Congress of Nations to settle internation-
al disputes and avoid war. Nearly a century later, at the end of
World War I, the victorious nations set up a “general associa-
tion of nations” called the League of Nations.

By 1920 42 nations had sent delegates to the League’s
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. Another 21 nations
eventually joined, but conspicuously absent was the United
States. Opponents in the United States Senate had argued that
membership in the League went against George Washington’s
advice against “entangling alliances.”

When the League failed to halt warlike acts in the 1930s,
these same opponents pointed to the failure of collective secu-
rity. The League was a peacekeeper without a sword—it pos-
sessed neither a standing army nor members willing to stop
nations that used war as a method of diplomacy.

734 Unit 7

T
he 1900s taught people the
meaning of world war. No
previous century in history

had ever seen conflicts that literally
spanned the globe. In addition to numer-
ous regional conflicts, the 20th century
witnessed two world wars. As the scope
of war grew, so did the commitment to
collective security—the principle in
which a group of nations join together to
promote peace.

UN distribution center in the Gaza Strip
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International Peacekeeping
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The United States
The United Nations

Non-membership in the League did not protect
the United States from the horrors of war. The
Japanese air attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, ended
the notion that the United States could isolate itself
from the rest of the world.

As World War II drew to a close, the United
States hosted a meeting in San Francisco to create a
new global peacekeeping organization. Here dele-
gates from 50 nations hammered out the Charter of
the United Nations. The document’s Preamble sets
forth a formula for international peace:

We the peoples of the United Nations, determined
to save succeeding generations from the scourge
of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought
untold sorrow to mankind and to reaffirm faith in
fundamental human rights … and to promote
social progress and to better standards of life and
to promote our strength to maintain international
peace and security, and to ensure … that armed
force shall not be used, save in the common
interest … have resolved to combine our efforts
to accomplish these aims. 

In the years following, the United Nations
(UN) attempted to eliminate the root causes of war.
In 1946 it founded the UN Educational, Scientific,
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the UN
Children’s Fund (UNICEF). These agencies promot-
ed global education and the well-being of children.
Two years later, in 1948, United States delegate
Eleanor Roosevelt convinced the UN to adopt The
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This com-
mitted the UN to the elimination of oppression
wherever it existed.

South Africa
The Power of World Opinion

Like the League of Nations, the UN could
be only as strong as its members were prepared
to make it. The development of atomic weapons,
however, was a powerful incentive for members
to cooperate. By 1995, the UN had taken part in
35 peacekeeping missions—some successful,
some failures. It also had provided protection
for more than 30 million refugees.

The UN’s ability to use world opinion to
promote justice was perhaps best tested in South
Africa. In 1977 the UN urged nations to use an
arms embargo and economic sanctions against
South Africa until apartheid was lifted. In 1994
South Africa held its first all-race elections.
Many believed this was a major triumph for col-
lective international action.

LINKING THE IDEAS

1. What factors made it difficult for the League
of Nations to promote world peace?

2. What methods has the United Nations used
to encourage peace?

Critical Thinking
3. Forming Opinions The United Nations

Declaration of Human Rights sees injustice in
one part of the world as a threat to peace in
all parts of the world. Do you agree? Why or
why not?

Rwandan
child at a
refugee camp

UN troops in Beirut, Lebanon



            Germans
sign armistice. 

1918
            The Triple Entente forms 
to counter the Triple Alliance. 

1907             United States
enters the war; 
Bolsheviks seize 
power in Russia. 

1917

            Major European 
powers declare war.

1914
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C h a p t e r

1914–1920

World War I

> Cooperation European powers
form a series of alliances before
World War I. Section 1

> Conflict Tensions between the two
European alliances erupt into a
European-wide conflict. Section 2

> Conflict The European war grows
to engulf much of the world; the
conflict directly affects civilians as
well as soldiers. Section 3

> Revolution The Russian czar is
overthrown and Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks take power.  Section 4

> Internationalism The Treaty of
Versailles provides for the creation
of a League of Nations to mediate
international disputes. Section 5

S
The
toryteller

To survive days of bombardment on the Western Front

during World War I, men crouched down in deep ditches. Dur-

ing these times there was nothing to do but wait and watch.

Finally, they would receive orders to attack:

“Suddenly the nearer explosions cease. The shelling contin-

ues but it has lifted and falls behind us, our trench is free. We

seize the hand-grenades, pitch them out in front of the dug-out

and jump after them. The bombardment has stopped and a

heavy barrage now falls behind us. The attack has come.”

In this passage from All Quiet on the Western Front,
Erich Maria Remarque captures the chaos and horror of what is

now called World War I. When this war broke out in the sum-

mer of 1914, most Europeans thought it would be over by

Christmas. Instead, it lasted four long years and changed

Europe and the world forever.

In what ways was World War I different from previous
wars?  How did it affect the countries and peoples involved?
What impact did it have on the future course of the 1900s?

Historical Significance
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Write a letter home as a first-person
account of one of the following events:
Poison gas at Ypres, the Sinking of the
Lusitania, the Battle of Verdun.

Your History Journal

American Troops Arriving in Paris July 14, 1918 by J. F. Foucher. 
West Point Museum, West Point, New YorkArt&

History

Chapter Overview

Visit the World History: The Human Experience
Web site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and 
click on Chapter 28—Chapter Overview
to preview the chapter.

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/chapter28/overview.html


I
n the summer of 1914, an assassination
took place in the Austro-Hungarian
province of Bosnia in the Balkans.

Although some people mourned, there was no
broad sense of outrage or alarm. There had been
other assassinations in the recent past with no
major consequences.

Within weeks, it became apparent that this
assassination was different. By August, the major
European powers were at war with each other. The
war was to last from 1914 to 1918; it led to the
development of new weapons that changed war-
fare forever. By the time it was over, the war had
involved most nations of the world and was the
largest that the world had ever seen.

It was known as the Great War, the “war to end
all wars.” The name by which it was called was not
important. The changes it brought about were. The
way of life that had existed before the war was
destroyed. Empires were swept away, and govern-
ments toppled. European dominance of the world
was shaken. The war marked the close of a long era
of international peace.

European Rivalries
Since the mid-1800s, rivalries had been build-

ing up and intensifying among some of the coun-
tries of Europe. As Western nations industrialized,
each sought the most favorable conditions for eco-
nomic growth. This led to intense competition. As
industrialization spread, the competition grew
keener. One by one, Great Britain, France, Germany,
Austria-Hungary, Russia, and Italy sought to
acquire new markets and to establish and expand
global empires.

Great Britain wanted to maintain the lifelines of
its empire and keep open the sea-lanes it needed for
trade. It also wanted to make sure no other nation
became strong enough to attack it. France was
intent on adding mineral-rich Morocco to its gains.
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> Terms to Define
militarism, conscription, alliance system,
entente

> People to Meet
Otto von Bismarck

> Places to Locate
Morocco, Alsace-Lorraine, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina

            France and Germany 
come close to war over Morocco.

1905                Germany has
the most powerful 
weapons and the best
army in Europe.

c. 1900            France and Russia
become allies to counter
the Triple Alliance.

1894            Italy joins Germany
and Austria-Hungary to
form the Triple Alliance.

1882

1880 1890 19101900

Herbert Marlow, foreign editor for a large
United States newspaper, was amazed. His corre-
spondents in Paris, Vienna, and Berlin had all
wired similar reports concerning European
nationalism and attitudes favoring war. Roland
Doregelès wrote, “No more poor or rich … there
were only Frenchmen.” Stefan Zweig in Vienna

observed, “As never
before, thousands and
hundreds of thousands
felt what they should
have felt in peacetime,
that they belonged
together.” Marlow reread
Philipp Scheidermann’s
dispatch from Berlin,
resolving to use it as his
headline. Scheidermann

had noted Germans proclaiming “It is the hour
we yearned for.”

—adapted from articles reprinted in
Sources of the Western Tradition, edited
by Marvin Perry, 1991

S e c t i o n 1

The Seeds of War

S
The
toryteller

German military
parade

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Several key factors caused
World War I.



South
Pole

ANTARCTICA

Race to the 
South Pole

Antarctica, 1911
Two European explorers–Roald Amundsen of 
Norway and Robert Scott of Great Britain–became 
engaged in a dramatic race to reach the South 
Pole. Amundsen and his companions began 
crossing the Ross Ice Shelf on October 19, 1911.  
They traveled on skis and used dogsleds to carry 
their supplies. They arrived at the South Pole on 
December 14. Scott and his party reached the 
Pole in January to 
find a Norwegian 
flag and a message 
from Amundsen. 
Then tragically, Scott 
and all his companions 
died on the return trip.

AROUND THE

Germany hoped to gain economic control of the
declining Ottoman Empire. Austria-Hungary set
out to gain territorial access through the Balkans to
the Aegean Sea. Russia aspired to take control of
the Bosporus and the Dardanelles near the Black
Sea and to extend the influence it already had over
Manchuria in East Asia.

Competition turned to hostility as one power
crossed another in its efforts to accomplish its goals.
In 1898, for example, Great Britain and France con-
fronted one another over rival claims in Egypt and
the Sudan. The following year, Germany started to
build the Berlin-Baghdad railway, which created
resentment among both the British and the Russians.
The British feared that the railroad would interfere
with their interests in India and reduce traffic
through the Suez Canal. The Russians thought the
railroad interfered in their traditional areas of inter-
est. In 1905, 1908, and 1911, Germany and France
came close to war over control of Morocco.

Nationalism
Contributing to the tension was a growing spir-

it of nationalism. Nationalism had unified
Germany and was rapidly becoming popular in
France. There, French nationalists sought revenge
against Germany for depriving France of the border
provinces of Alsace-Lorraine in the 1870–1871
Franco-Prussian War.

The French novelist Victor Hugo urged France
to “have but one thought: to reconstitute her forces,

gather her energy, nourish her sacred anger.… Then
one day she will be irresistible. Then she will take
back Alsace-Lorraine.” This put the Germans on
their guard. They were well aware that the issue of
Alsace-Lorraine was not settled permanently.

Slavic Nationalism
In Austria-Hungary, nationalism was creating

the most violent tensions in Europe. The empire’s
Slavs were attracted to Pan-Slavism, the idea that
the Slavs had a historic mission to develop their
culture and unite into an empire. Slavic nationalists
in neighboring Serbia supported the Slavs of
Austria-Hungary. They wanted their own country
to be the center of a South Slav, or Yugoslav, nation.
This new Slavic state would be formed out of Slavic
territories in Austria-Hungary.

Austria-Hungary was alarmed by Serbian
activities in the Balkans. It feared that the idea of a
Yugoslav state would attract restless Slavic groups
in Austria-Hungary. Such a development would
harm the security of the empire and lead to its
eventual breakup.

In 1908 Austria-Hungary annexed the Slavic
territories of Bosnia-Herzegovina, once the
provinces of the Ottoman Empire. Angered at the
Austro-Hungarian move, Serbia called on Russia,
its traditional protector, for help. Russia, however,
was still weak from the Russo-Japanese War and
was not ready to fight again. In addition, Russia
had made a secret deal with the Austro-
Hungarians. The Russians had agreed to let
Austria-Hungary have Bosnia-Herzegovina in
exchange for the right for Russian warships to go
through the Dardanelles. So, Russia persuaded the
Serbs to restrain themselves. Then, Russia discov-
ered that Austria-Hungary had made its move
before Russia could get its part of the deal. As a
result, the Russians were bitter.

Balkan Wars
The first Balkan war in 1912 further inflamed

the Serbs. One of Serbia’s war aims had been to
acquire Albania, a small territory along the coast of
the Adriatic Sea, an arm of the Mediterranean Sea.
This would give Serbia the water outlet it desired.
When, after winning the war, Serbia did not get
Albania, Serb resentment grew even stronger.

In 1913 a second Balkan war broke out. Albania
was made independent, frustrating once again
Serbian ambitions. In this war, as in the last one, the
Russians had not been able to support Serbia. This
upset the Serbs and humiliated the Russians.
Austria-Hungary, meanwhile, became increasingly
worried about its future role in European affairs.
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Militarism
As tensions began to rise, so did militarism, the

glorification of war and the military. The European
powers assessed each other’s military strength.
They compared military training programs and lev-
els of spending. They also looked at levels of indus-
trialization and tried to estimate how fast a nation
could ready its troops for battle.

Diplomats maneuvered to win new allies.
Military leaders argued for increased military
spending and more arms. After 1870, all the powers
except Great Britain adopted conscription, the
compulsory call-up of civilians for military service,
and universal military training. They were sure that
their national security depended on the technology,
skill, and readiness of their military forces.

Each nation’s actions caused a reaction in the
other nations. For example, when Germany decid-
ed in 1898 to expand its navy, Great Britain felt
threatened. The Germans argued that they needed
a larger navy to protect colonial and merchant ship-
ping and “for the general purpose of greatness.”
Great Britain claimed that as an island nation that
depended on trade for many vital supplies, it had
to be able to control the seas. To do this, said the
British, they had to maintain a navy as large as the
combined fleet of their two nearest rivals.

Alliances
Along with militarism came a hardening of the

alliance systems, or the defense agreements among
nations. In 1873 Otto von Bismarck created the
Three Emperors’ League, which united Germany,
Austria-Hungary, and Russia. His purpose was to
isolate France. The Emperors’ League, however, did
not last very long because of Austrian-Russian
rivalry in the Balkans. Bismarck then created a new
and stronger alliance with Austria-Hungary.

In 1882 Italy joined the Austrian-German
alliance, and it became known as the Triple
Alliance. Italy joined because it wanted allies
against France. The Italians were angry with the
French for occupying Tunis, or present-day Tunisia,
in North Africa. They also were afraid that the
French might send an army to defend the pope,
with whom they were having a dispute. The three
powers of the Triple Alliance agreed that if any one
member became involved in a war with two or
more enemies, the others would provide support.

In 1890 another alliance began to evolve as
Russia and France developed friendlier relations. In
1894 Russia and France signed a military alliance in
which they agreed to come to each other’s aid in
case of an attack by either Germany or Austria-
Hungary, or by both powers. This was followed in
1904 by the Entente Cordiale between France and
Great Britain. The term entente refers to a friendly
understanding between two nations that, at the
same time, lacks the binding commitments of a full-
fledged alliance.

All of these agreements developed into the
Triple Entente, a loose alliance between France,
Russia, and Great Britain. Russia, an autocratic
monarchy, and France, a democratic republic, were
willing to ally out of a common fear of Germany
and Austria-Hungary. Great Britain, a democratic
monarchy, was willing to join because it was
alarmed by Germany’s naval-building program. It
felt hard pressed to protect its empire on its own.

Thus, by 1907, the great powers of Europe had
aligned themselves in two opposing combinations.
On one side stood the Triple Alliance. On the other
stood the Triple Entente. Instead of making their
members more secure, however, these alliances
threatened the peace of the continent. Given the
conditions of the Triple Alliance and the Triple
Entente, a minor conflict between rival nations had
the potential to involve all major European powers
in war.
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to identify main causes
of World War I.

Recall
2. Define militarism, 

conscription, alliance system,
entente.

3. Identify Otto von Bismarck,
Triple Alliance, Triple Entente.

Critical Thinking
4. Evaluating Information

What were the factors that led

to the formation of alliances
before the outbreak of World
War I?

Understanding Themes
5. Cooperation Given the con-

ditions that existed in Europe
before 1914, could the nations
of that continent have avoided
a major war? If so, how?

SECTION 1 ASSESSMENT

Causes of 
World War I
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U
ntil 1914, a false optimism prevailed
in Europe. Although military buildups
continued, most Europeans did not

really think there would be a major war. Almost a
century of relative peace had followed the Congress
of Vienna. The absence of a major war for so long a
period had lulled many Europeans into believing
that such a war would not ever happen again.

Major social reforms and important scientific
advances during the 1800s reinforced the belief that
the world was improving steadily and that people
had outgrown the need for war to solve their prob-
lems. Most countries were enjoying economic pros-
perity. A war would destroy what had been built up
over the years. Despite this optimism, war did
come, triggered by the assassination in the Balkans.
That event set in motion the diplomatic moves that
ended in war.

Trouble in the Balkans
On June 28, 1914, Archduke Francis Ferdinand,

nephew and heir to Austro-Hungarian Emperor
Francis Joseph, paid a visit to Sarajevo
(SAR•uh•YAY•voh), the capital of Bosnia-
Herzegovina. Francis Ferdinand planned, upon
becoming emperor, to give the Slavs of Bosnia-
Herzegovina and other parts of the empire a voice
in the government equal to that of the Austrians
and Hungarians. This political action might have
defused the movement for a separate Slavic state.

Before the archduke and his wife, Sophie,
began their ride through the streets of Sarajevo in
an open car, seven young assassins had already
taken their places along the route. All were mem-
bers of a secret nationalist group based in Serbia
known as the Black Hand, or Union of Death.
Although the archduke and Sophie survived the
first assassin’s attempt, their luck did not hold.

                      Slav nationalist assassinates
Austria‘s Archduke Francis Ferdinand.

JUNE 28, 1914                       
Austria-Hungary 
declares war on 
Serbia.

JULY 28, 1914                       
Germany 
declares war 
on Russia.

AUGUST 1, 1914                       
Great Britain
declares war
on Germany.

AUGUST 4, 1914

AUGUST, 1914JULY, 1914JUNE, 1914

> Terms to Define
ultimatum, mobilization

> People to Meet
Francis Ferdinand, Gavrilo Princip, 
William II, Nicholas II

> Places to Locate
Sarajevo, Serbia

Nearly one month after Archduke Francis
Ferdinand was assassinated at the Bosnian capital
of Sarajevo, some European leaders suspected that
the crisis would pass. Newspaper headlines car-
ried other stories. Cabinet minister Lloyd George

of Britain told the House
of Commons: “I cannot
help thinking that civi-
lization which is able to
deal with disputes among
individuals and small
communities … should
be able to extend its oper-
ations to the larger
sphere of disputes among
states.” Before he fin-
ished his address,
Austria had delivered an
ultimatum to Serbia.
World War I was about
to begin.

—adapted from The
Modern World, edited by
Esmond Wright, 1979

S e c t i o n 2

The Spark

S
The
toryteller

Assassination at
Sarajevo

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea A series of events provided
the spark that ignited World War I.



Declaration of War
On July 23, Austria-Hungary gave Serbia an

ultimatum, a set of final conditions that must be
accepted to avoid severe consequences. The ultima-
tum demanded that Serbia allow Austro-
Hungarian officials into the country to suppress all
subversive movements there and to lead an investi-
gation into the archduke’s murder. Austria-
Hungary gave Serbia 48 hours to agree to these
terms or face war. Berchtold knew, however, that
the ultimatum “would be wholly impossible for the
Serbs to accept.”

Although the ultimatum outraged Serbian lead-
ers, they knew that their nation was not ready for
war with Austria-Hungary. Therefore, on July 25,
they responded in a conciliatory manner. They reject-
ed, however, the demand that Austro-Hungarian
officials take part in the investigation and trial of
those involved in the assassination.
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When the couple’s car took a wrong turn, 19-year-
old Gavrilo Princip (gah•VREE•loh PREEN•seep)
fired his gun, fatally wounding them both.

German Support 
Although the assassination had not occurred in

Serbia, Austro-Hungarian leaders held the Serbians
responsible. They were encouraged in this line of
thinking by their German allies and by Count
Leopold Berchtold, the Austro-Hungarian foreign
minister. On July 5, Berchtold sent an envoy to
Berlin to talk to the German emperor, William II.
William assured the envoy that Germany would
give its full support to any actions Austria-Hungary
might take against Serbia. The next day, the
German chancellor officially repeated this promise
to the Austro-Hungarian government. In effect,
Germany gave Austria-Hungary permission to do
with Serbia as it pleased.

Central Powers
Allied Powers
Neutral nations
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World War I split Europe into two armed camps. 
Location Which side do you think had the better strategic location: the Triple
Alliance or the Triple Entente countries?
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The Serbian answer did not satisfy Austria-
Hungary. Consequently, on July 28, 1914, exactly one
month after the assassination of Archduke
Ferdinand, Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia.
Both countries immediately issued general orders
for mobilization, the gathering and transport of
military troops and fighting equipment in prepara-
tion for war. News of these mobilizations spread
quickly across the European continent.  

A European War
Many Europeans still believed war could be

avoided. The major European powers pushed each
other to the brink of war, believing that the other
side would back down at the last minute. They
were tragically mistaken.

Russia was the first to act once Austria-
Hungary declared war. Knowing it had lost face
often in the past, the Russian government had to
support Serbia now or risk the bitter hatred of all
the Slavs in the Balkan region. Although the czar
was convinced that Germany would fight, he had
also been assured through diplomatic channels that
France would support Russia.

Consequently, on July 30, Czar Nicholas II
ordered a general mobilization of his armed forces
against both Austria-Hungary and Germany.
Austria-Hungary mobilized against Russia the fol-
lowing day.

On July 31, Germany issued Russia an ultima-
tum to cancel its mobilization order or face war. On
the same day, Germany gave France 18 hours to
decide whether or not it would remain neutral if
Germany went to war with Russia. France’s answer
was to give its support to Russia. When Czar
Nicholas did not even reply to Germany’s ultima-
tum, Germany declared war on Russia on August 1.
Germany declared war on France two days later.

The British, meanwhile, were undecided on the
question of going to war. They still hoped to use
negotiations to avoid conflict. They did not make it
clear whether or not they would support France
and Russia. Germany hoped that Great Britain
would stay neutral.

The same day that Germany declared war on
Russia, however, the German army marched into
Luxembourg. The Germans then demanded pas-
sage across Belgium, claiming that France intended
to invade that country at any moment. Belgium was
a neutral country whose borders and neutrality had
been guaranteed in an 1839 treaty signed by Great
Britain, Russia, France, and Germany.

The Belgians refused the Germans entry into
their territory and appealed to Great Britain for
help. When the Germans invaded Belgium on
August 3, Britain protested and demanded with-
drawal of German forces from Belgium. The
German chancellor responded by calling the 1839
treaty “a scrap of paper.” This left the British little
choice. On August 4, Britain declared war on
Germany.

The outbreak of war in August 1914 was gener-
ally greeted with confidence and rejoicing by the
peoples of Europe. In an outburst of patriotic enthu-
siasm, crowds gathered in the streets, squares, and
railway stations of European cities to cheer on the
military forces of their respective nations. As the
conflict unfolded, most Europeans believed in the
war as a matter of defending their country’s honor
or upholding “right against might.”

Few people, however, imagined how long or
how devastating a war between the powers of
Europe could be. Designed to protect nations
against their enemies, the European alliance sys-
tems instead dragged a whole continent into war.
What began as a local dispute between Austria-
Hungary and Serbia eventually became a global
conflict that had no clear, limited objective.
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to identify the series of
events that led to World War I.

Recall
2. Define ultimatum, 

mobilization.
3. Identify Francis Ferdinand,

Gavrilo Princip, William II,
Nicholas II.

Critical Thinking
4. Evaluating Information

Historians have long argued
over which European nation

was most responsible for the
start of World War I. Using
examples to support your
statements, explain which
country you think was most
responsible for World War I.

Understanding Themes
5. Conflict Why do you think

World War I came as a surprise
to many Europeans?World War I

→
→

→
→

→

SECTION 2 ASSESSMENT



B
y August 1914 the major powers of
Europe had lined up against each
other. Germany and Austria-Hun-

gary, joined by the Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria,
became known as the Central Powers. Great
Britain, France, Russia, Serbia, Belgium, and, later,
Japan and Montenegro, became known as the
Allied Powers, or Allies. Claiming that Austria-
Hungary and Germany had acted aggressively
rather than defensively, Italy remained neutral.

In spite of their military buildups, none of the
European powers was fully prepared for what lay
ahead. For example, cavalry and horse-drawn vehi-
cles still played an important role in each nation’s
army—traditions that were quickly discarded.
Nations from both sides also seriously underesti-
mated the length of the war. No country had stock-
piled enough war materials or ammunition to last
more than six months. The widespread feeling
among Europeans was that the war would be over
by Christmas.

The Schlieffen Plan
Germany’s invasion of Belgium on August 3

had been part of the Schlieffen Plan, a war strategy
that German General Alfred von Schlieffen
(SHLEE•fuhn) drew up in 1905. Germany’s main
problem was that it had enemies in both the east
and the west. Schlieffen assumed, however, that
Russia would be slow to mobilize. As a result,
Schlieffen believed that the Germans could reach
Paris and defeat the French in six weeks and then
move on to the Eastern Front and fight against
Russian forces.

Schlieffen’s plan ran into problems from the
beginning. First, German Commander Helmuth
von Moltke led his troops through an area of
Belgium that proved to be heavily fortified. Second,
Moltke encountered far stronger resistance than
anyone had expected; the German advance was
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> Terms to Define
belligerent, propaganda, war of attrition,
trench, contraband

> People to Meet
Alfred von Schlieffen, Helmuth von
Moltke, Joseph Jacques Joffre, Henri-
Philippe Pétain, Winston Churchill,
Woodrow Wilson

> Places to Locate
Paris, Tannenberg, Verdun, Gallipoli

            French and 
German armies collide in 
the Battle of the Marne.

1914             American 
newspapers publish the 
Zimmermann telegram.

1917            Allies withdraw
forces from the 
Gallipoli Peninsula. 

1916      5    German 
submarine sinks British
passenger liner Lusitania.

1915

1914 1915 19171916

François was only 8 years old when war’s
realities entered his small French village.
Gendarmes delivered the official notice of death on
the field of honor to the towns, villages, and
farms. A hush fell when the names were read.
Then the word spread. “Gustave was killed, the
little clerk who had looked so handsome in his cav-
alryman’s uniform. Alcide, Jules, Léon, Maurice,
Rèmi, Raoul—all killed.” In horror, François

watched his neighbors’ grief.
Childhood playmates,
cousins, the only sons of fam-
ilies, and brothers all perished
in battle. “They remained on
their battlefields in the great
military cemeteries, neat and
orderly, hidden forever.”

—adapted from “World War I:
A Frenchman’s Recollections,”
reprinted in The Global
Experience, vol. 2, 1987

S e c t i o n 3

The War

S
The
toryteller

French soldiers in the
trenches

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea World War I was fought in
many areas and with an array of methods 
and weapons.



delayed until August 20. Third, the Russian army
mobilized far more quickly than Schlieffen had esti-
mated, necessitating the movement of two German
divisions to the Eastern Front.

The Germans were held up further when they
met British forces in the north of France. British
troops eventually had to retreat, but they fought
expertly and inflicted heavy losses on the Germans.
At the same time, the French attacked another wing
of the German army in Alsace-Lorraine. The French
offensive eventually collapsed but not before delay-
ing the German advance yet again.

The Battle of the Marne
France struggled to recover after the defeat at

Alsace-Lorraine. The French chief of command,
General Joseph Jacques Joffre, pulled back his
troops to protect Paris. While many Parisians fled
the city, General Joseph Simon Gallieni strength-
ened the army in Paris to the point that it was able
to launch a counterattack. To speed troops into
position, the French army requisitioned several
hundred Parisian taxis.

On September 5 the French and German armies
collided in northeastern France in the Battle of the
Marne. After four days of shelling, the French final-
ly pushed the Germans back a distance of about 50
miles (80 km) from Paris. The attack saved Paris
from the Germans and boosted French morale.
Although German forces continued to hold much
of France’s heavily industrialized areas, the
German retreat from the Battle of the Marne signi-
fied the abandonment of the Schlieffen Plan. It also
made it clear that neither side was capable of
defeating the other quickly or easily.

A Russian Disaster 
Russia, meanwhile, kept its word to the French

and sent troops into battle even before its military
was fully mobilized. The speed with which the
Russians moved surprised Germany and Austria-
Hungary. By August 13 the Russians had invaded
East Prussia from the south and from the east. This
attack diverted German troops from the attack
against the French and British during the first criti-
cal weeks of the war.

Russia’s success did not last long. At the end of
August, Russian and German troops met at
Tannenberg in present-day Poland. There the
Russians suffered a disastrous defeat from which
they never fully recovered. At Tannenberg, the
Germans were able to encircle and destroy the
Russian army. They killed more than 30,000
Russian soldiers and took 92,000 prisoners. German
casualties numbered only about 13,000.
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Years of Deadlock
After the Battle of the Marne, the Germans and

the Allies began a series of battles known as “the
race to the sea,” with each attempting to reach the
North Sea first and outflank the other. As the
Germans advanced toward the ports of Dunkirk
and Calais, they ran into British troops at Ypres
(EEPR), a town in western Belgium. The battle that
followed brought high casualties to both sides.
Despite the heavy sacrifices, there were no break-
throughs. At this point the war in the west settled
into a stable front from the Swiss border to the
North Sea coast. By November 1914 the war had
already reached a stalemate. 

All of the belligerent, or warring, nations now
had to adjust their plans. To produce the needed
ships, guns, food, ammunition, and medicines,
large numbers of civilians had to enter the war
effort. To raise morale, newspapers gave even the
smallest victories big headlines. In addition, gov-
ernments used propaganda—ideas or rumors used

to harm an opposing cause—to portray the enemy
as beastly and inhuman. Making peace with such
an enemy seemed unthinkable.

Trench Warfare
By early 1915 the war on the Western Front had

turned into a deadly war of attrition, in which each
side tried to wear down the other side by constant
attacks. To protect themselves, soldiers on both

of theof the

Industry Generates
War Materials

More than any previous war, World War I
demanded large-scale industrial production of
military and transportation equipment.

This German officer’s helmet and the
English gas mask and pack were pro-
duced by their respective war industries.
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Holiday Cheer
On Christmas Day, 1914,
fighting stopped, and British

and German soldiers met in “no-man’s-land” to
chat, play soccer, and pose for photographs!
Officers, however, quickly ended these goodwill
meetings, and the soldiers returned to their posi-
tions to take up firing at one another again.



sides dug trenches, or ditches. Eventually, two par-
allel trenches stretched for about 500 miles (805 km)
in an unbroken line from Switzerland to the North
Sea. Land mines and barbed wire protected the area
in front of each trench. The desolate area that sepa-
rated the two sides, which could vary from a half a
mile to a few yards, was known as “no-man’s-land.”

Soldiers lived in the trenches for weeks at a
time, fighting boredom and terror. They endured
cold, mud, rats, and disease. To attack, the soldiers
charged “over the top” of their own trenches and
ran across “no man’s land” to the enemy’s trenches.
As attackers struggled through the barbed wire,
their opponents mowed them down with heavy
artillery and machine guns.

Throughout 1915, battle followed battle, and
casualties mounted. At the battle of Ypres, the
Germans introduced a new weapon—poison gas.
From cylinders in their trenches, they released 
yellow-green chlorine gas. The wind carried the 
gas into French trenches, causing blindness, chok-
ing, vomiting, torn lungs, and death. Wilfred

Owen, an English poet and soldier, described the
horrors of poison gas in his poem “Dulce et
Decorum Est” (1916):

Gas! Gas! Quick, boys!—An ecstasy of 
fumbling,

Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time;
But someone still was yelling out and 

stumbling
And flound’ring like a man in fire or lime …
Dim, through the misty panes and thick

green light, 
As under a green sea, I saw him drowning.

Verdun and the Somme
The year 1916 opened with the war on the

Western Front still stalemated. Although Italy had
denounced the Central Powers six months earlier
and entered the war on the side of the Allies, it had
gained little ground after four battles against the
Austro-Hungarians. Then in February 1916, the
Germans made a move. They staged a surprise

REFLECTING ON THE TIMES

1. What changes in production take place in
industrial nations during war?

2. How does developing technology affect the
training of a nation’s armed forces?
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Return to the Front by Richard Jack
illustrates the importance of rail
transportation in moving British 
soldiers and equipment.

Training begins on a
military airplane in
Mineola, New York. At
the beginning of the war

Germany had
more planes
than did the
United States.
Most American
pilots flew
French and
English planes.
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In what sense were World War I
airplanes “crude” vehicles? Compare
World War I-era military aircraft with
that of today.

attack against French forces at Verdun, a massive
fortress in northeastern France on the Meuse River.
The French, under General Henri-Philippe Pétain
(PAY•TAN), rallied to the cry “They shall not pass.”
After six months, the French still held firm, and the
Germans finally abandoned the attack. The Battle
of Verdun was one of the bloodiest of the war.
Before the struggle ended, both sides had suffered
more than a half million casualties.

Later that year, the British, aided by a small
French force, launched a similar offensive against
the Germans in the Somme River valley in northern
France. The Battle of the Somme turned out to be as
terrible and inconclusive as the one at Verdun, cost-
ing the Germans about 500,000 men, the British
400,000, and the French 200,000. Although the
British introduced another new weapon during this
battle—an armored vehicle called the tank—it
made little difference to the outcome of the strug-
gle. Tanks were still too clumsy and slow to be an
effective weapon, and the generals on both sides
did not yet understand how best to use them. 

The Eastern Front
The Eastern Front in Russia was less

entrenched than the Western Front in France; the

war there was far more mobile, involving constant
changes in battlefield positions. Neither side, how-
ever, was able to achieve a complete victory.

In 1915 Germany and Austria-Hungary made
determined efforts to remove Russia from the war.
As the least industrialized of the European powers,
Russia did not have the resources and skills to fight
a modern conflict. By year’s end, the Russians had
been forced to give up territory greater than the
whole of France. In addition to suffering a stagger-
ing number of casualties, they had lost ammunition
and guns equal to the amount they had possessed
when the war began. The Allies, however, had
promised Russia control of Constantinople and the
Dardanelles if their side won the war. 

Inspired by this agreement, the Russians went
to work rebuilding their army. In March 1916 they
launched an offensive against the Germans but
made little headway. A few months later, however,
they fared much better against Austria-Hungary. In
addition to capturing many cities, they took sever-
al hundred thousand prisoners. They paid a heavy
toll in the process, however, losing more than a mil-
lion men and most of their supplies.

Although morale in the Russian army suffered
greatly as a result of the 1916 offenses, their efforts
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Flaming Coffins
Airplanes added a new dimension to

fighting in World War I. For the first time,
combat took place not only on land
and at sea but also in the air. Crude but
operational, these noisy, pitching, and
bucking machines were not built with
the pilot’s safety foremost in mind. The
typical plane was made of thin wood
reinforced by steel wire. Its body and
wings were covered by cloth coated
with a highly flammable liquid. The
pilot sat on a seat directly over the fuel
tank. Fire was such a constant danger
that airplanes were often referred to as
“flaming coffins.”

Brakes did not exist on World 
War I-era planes. On takeoff, the crew had

to hold the plane back while the pilot revved
the engine. On landing, the pilot had to turn
the engine off and on to slow the approach.
Once the pilot was airborne, contact with
the ground was possible only if an unwieldy
Morse code transmitter was on board. 

Today, military aircraft are safer, faster,
and more maneuverable. For example, the
development of jet engines has enabled
planes to fly much faster than before. Other
recent innovations increasing the speed and
range of planes include the development of
thinner and flatter wings and the use of
more effective heat-resistant materials.

Battle between German
and British planes



helped the Allies on the Western Front. The
Germans had to transfer several divisions from the
west to the east, hampering the effectiveness of
their attack at Verdun.

Gallipoli Campaign
As the war dragged on and casualties soared,

each side tried to find ways to turn the war in its
favor. In Great Britain, Winston Churchill—head of
the British navy—asked, “Are there not other alter-
natives than sending our armies to chew barbed
wire in Flanders?” Churchill favored opening an
offensive on the Dardanelles strait, which Turkey
controlled. This strait was the only practical means
of supplying Russia and of strengthening Serbia.
From there, the Allies could take Constantinople
and possibly put the Ottoman Empire out of the
war. This offensive, Churchill believed, might also
lead to the collapse of Austria-Hungary.

The Allies’ initial offensive in early 1915 nearly
succeeded, but a lack of planning and reinforce-
ments gave the Turks time to rearm. When the
Allies followed up in April with a land attack on
the peninsula of Gallipoli (guh•LIH•puh•lee), the

Turks drove them back. On January 9, 1916, the
Allies finally withdrew the last of their troops.

On the Seas
The British, meanwhile, had been dominating

the seas. They were determined to keep the
Germans from invading Great Britain and to keep
war materials from reaching the Central Powers by
sea. The Germans were just as determined to dis-
rupt Allied shipping. Both Great Britain and
Germany depended heavily on the seas for their
food and war materials. Without those goods, 
neither country could continue the war.

Great Britain blockaded all ports under
German control at the start of the war. The blockade
was so effective that Germany had to receive most
of its supplies through the neutral countries of
Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. The
Germans protested that the blockade violated inter-
national law and called it “the hunger blockade.”
Ignoring these protests, the British also stopped
ships they suspected of carrying contraband, or
prohibited goods. They escorted these ships into
port and seized their cargoes.

Chapter 28 World War I 749

These heavy guns were not enough to overcome the resistance of the Turks at Gallipoli.
What were Churchill’s three main goals in attacking Turkey?History

Visualizing



In the Dardanelles Campaign of 1915 these sol-
diers of the British Empire fought to capture
Gallipoli. Held by the Ottoman Empire, Gallipoli
was a strategic location for supplying Russia and

the Eastern Front of the war. These troops have hasti-
ly dug a trench on their way up a hillside. There they
could make use of periscopes and wait for their offi-
cers to decide whether they should go “over the top.”
Three of the men in this photo are Australian. The
heavy losses sustained by Australian troops in the
Gallipoli Campaign fostered a new sense of
Australian identity.

It was on the Western Front, however, in France
and Belgium, that trench warfare was most grue-
some. In ditches and tunnels called trenches the
armies of the Allies and the Central Powers settled
into a war of position. The units of horse cavalry that
had pranced proudly into war were replaced by foot
soldiers hunkered into trenches, facing the enemy
across a no-man’s-land of barbed wire. Stuck in mud
and water, soldiers lived alongside lice and rats amid
the smell of dead horses and dead men. It was a war,
British poet Wilfred Owen wrote, “obscene as can-
cer” and “bitter as ... vile.”  �

In the Trenches
�
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Submarine Warfare
To wear down British sea power, the Germans

introduced submarine warfare. At first, German
submarines, or U-boats, struck only warships. In
1915 they also began to strike civilian and commer-
cial ships, many of which were carrying supplies to
the Allies. In May 1915 a German U-boat torpedoed
the British passenger liner Lusitania. About 1,200
people, including 128 Americans, were killed. The
Germans argued that the Lusitania carried weapons.

By March 1916, German U-boats had sunk
other British and French ships. This led President
Woodrow Wilson to threaten to sever diplomatic
relations if Germany did not agree to stop attacking
passenger and freight vessels. The Germans
responded by ending unrestricted submarine war-
fare for a while.

In May 1916, the only major battle between the
British and German fleets took place off the coast of
Denmark. Both sides claimed victory, but the Battle
of Jutland, as it was called, still left the British in
control of the seas and the Germans bound by the
British blockade.

United States Enters War
One of the most important events of 1917 

was United States’s decision to enter the war. Until
this point, American public opinion was divided
about the conflict in Europe. Many Irish Americans
were staunchly anti-British, and many German
Americans sided with the Central Powers. Other
Americans, mostly of English, Scottish, and Scots-
Irish descent, favored the Allies. The majority of
Americans, however, agreed with President Wilson
that the war was strictly a European conflict. While

incidents such as the sinking of the Lusitania in 1915
angered them, Americans were not ready to take an
active part in the war.

Meanwhile, the Germans did not want the
Americans to enter the war. At the same time, they
were determined to break the British blockade and
end British control of the seas. They believed that
the way to do this was by resuming a policy of unre-
stricted submarine warfare. Germany announced
that beginning February 1, 1917, it would sink any
merchant ships heading to British or western
European ports. President Wilson responded by
breaking off diplomatic relations with Germany.

Tensions between the two countries grew
worse in March 1917 when American newspapers
printed a message from the German foreign minis-
ter, Arthur Zimmermann, to his ambassador in
Mexico. Zimmermann promised that, in return for
Mexican support, Germany would help Mexico to
regain New Mexico, Texas, and Arizona. The British
had passed on the Zimmermann telegram to the
American government, and the message’s publica-
tion heightened anti-German attitudes in the
United States.

After the German sinking of four American
merchant ships, President Wilson on April 2, 1917,
asked Congress for a declaration of war and called
upon Americans to help “make the world safe for
democracy.” American financial aid and military
intervention led to an eventual Allied victory.  
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palace.” German authorities, how-
ever, saw her as a threat. They
accused the British government of
using the Lusitania to carry ammuni-
tion and other war materials across
the Atlantic.

With her four towering funnels,
the liner looked invincible as she left
New York on her last voyage. Six
days later, at 2:10 p.m. on May 7,
1915, Walther Schwieger, the 30-year-
old commander of the German sub-
marine U 20, fired a single torpedo
at the Lusitania from a range of
about 750 yards.

Captain William Turner of the

P
assengers boarding
the British liner
R.M.S. Lusitania in
New York on May
1, 1915, for the
voyage to Liver-
pool, England,

knew of Germany’s threat to sink
ships bound for the British Isles.
England and Germany had been
fighting for nine months. Still, few
passengers imagined that a civilized
nation would attack an unarmed
passenger steamer without warning.

Built eight years earlier, the Lusi-
tania was described as a “floating

Lusitania saw the torpedo’s wake
from the navigation bridge just
before impact. It sounded like a
“million-ton hammer hitting a steam
boiler a hundred feet high,” one pas-
senger said. A second, more power-
ful explosion followed, sending a
geyser of water, coal, and debris
high above the deck.

Listing to starboard, the liner
began to sink rapidly at the bow,
sending passengers tumbling down
her slanted decks. Lifeboats on the
port side were hanging too far
inboard to be readily launched,
while those on the starboard side

LusitaniaT
h

e
Special Report

Bettmann
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were too far out to be easily board-
ed. Several overfilled lifeboats spilled
occupants into the sea. The great
liner disappeared under the waves in
only 18 minutes, leaving behind a
jumble of swimmers, corpses, deck
chairs, and wreckage. Looking back
upon the scene from his submarine,
even German commander Schwieger
was shocked. He later called it the
most horrible sight he had ever seen.

News of the disaster raced across
the Atlantic. Of 1,959 people aboard,
only 764 were saved. The dead
included 94 children and infants.

Questions were immediately
raised. Did the British Admiralty 

give the Lusitania adequate warn-
ing? How could one torpedo have
sunk her? Why did she go down so
fast? Was there any truth to the Ger-
man claim that the Lusitania had
been armed?

From the moment the Lusitania
sank, she was surrounded by contro-
versy. Americans were outraged by
the attack, which claimed the lives of
128 U.S. citizens. Newspapers called
the attack “deliberate murder” and a
“foul deed,” and former President
Theodore Roosevelt demanded
revenge against Germany. The attack
on the Lusitania is often credited
with drawing the United States into

� The Lusitania arrives in New
York on her maiden voyage in 1907
(opposite page). 

� In the two days prior to the
attack on the Lusitania, the German
submarine U 20 had sunk three
ships off Ireland’s southern coast.
Yet the captain of the Lusitania,
who had received warnings by
wireless from the British Admiralty,
took only limited precautions as he
approached the area. Headlines in
Boston and New York report the
terrible news of the sinking of the
Lusitania on May 7, 1915 (above). 

Titanic Historical Society Inc.

NGS Cartographic Division
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World War I. President Woodrow
Wilson—though he had vowed to
hold Germany responsible for its
submarine attacks—knew that the
American people were not ready to
go to war. It was almost two more
years before the United States joined
the conflict in Europe.

A British judge laid full blame on
the German submarine commander,
while the German government
claimed that the British had deliber-
ately made her a military target.
Tragically, inquiries following the
sinking of the Lusitania revealed
that Captain Turner had received
warnings by wireless from the
British Admiralty, but took only lim-
ited precautions as he approached
the area where U 20 was waiting.

Rumors of diamonds, gold, and
valuables locked away in Lusitania’s
safes have prompted salvage
attempts over the years. To date, no
treasure has ever been reported.

Perhaps the biggest puzzle has
been the hardest to solve: Why did
the liner sink so fast? Newspapers
speculated that the torpedo had
struck ammunition in a cargo hold,
causing the strong secondary explo-
sion. Divers later reported a huge
hole in the port side of the bow,
opposite where munitions would
have been stored.

�

HOPING TO SETTLE the issue, a
team from the Woods Hole Ocean-
ographic Institution, sponsored by
the National Geographic Society,
sent their robot vehicle Jason down
to photograph the damage. Fitted
with cameras and powerful lights,
the robot sent video images of the
wreck by fiber-optic cable to a con-
trol room on the surface ship,
Northern Horizon. A pilot maneu-
vered Jason with a joystick, while an
engineer relayed instructions to the
robot’s computers. Other team mem-
bers watched for recognizable

objects on the monitors. In addition
to using Jason to make a visual sur-
vey of the Lusitania, the team of
researchers and scientists also used
sonar to create a computerized,
three-dimensional diagram of how
the wreck looks today.

From this data, it was discovered
that the Lusitania’s hull had been
flattened—in part by the force of
gravity—to half its original width.
When Jason’s cameras swept across
the hold, looking for the hole report-
ed by divers shortly after the sinking,
there was none to be found. Indeed,
no evidence was found that would
indicate that the torpedo had deto-
nated an explosion in a cargo hold,
undermining one theory of why the
liner sank.

Questions about her cargo have
haunted the Lusitania since the day
she went down. Was she carrying
illegal munitions as the Germans
have always claimed? In fact, she
was. The manifest for her last voyage
included wartime essentials such as
motorcycle parts, metals, cotton
goods, and food, as well as 4,200
cases of rifle ammunition, 1,250
cases of shrapnel (not explosive),
and 18 boxes of percussion fuses.
The investigation conducted by the
Woods Hole team and Jason suggest-
ed that these munitions did not
cause the secondary blast that sent
the Lusitania to the bottom. So what
did? 

One likely possibility was a coal-
dust explosion. The German torpedo
struck the liner’s starboard side about
ten feet below the waterline, ruptur-
ing one of the long coal bunkers that
stretched along both sides. If that
bunker, mostly empty by the end of
the voyage, contained explosive coal
dust, the torpedo might have ignited
it. That would explain all the coal
found scattered on the seafloor near
the wreck.

The Lusitania’s giant funnels have
long since turned to rust, an eerie

marine growth covers her hull, and
her superstructure is ghostly wreck-
age. Yet the horror and fascination
surrounding the sinking of the great
liner live on. With today’s high-tech-
nology tools, researchers and scien-
tists at Woods Hole and the National
Geographic Society have provided
another look—and some new
answers—to explain the chain of
events that ended with the Lusitania
at the bottom of the sea.

Special Report

Brown Brothers

UPI/Bettmann

754 Chapter 28 World War I



� Captain William Turner of the
Lusitania, (opposite page, top);
Walther Schwieger, commander of
the German submarine U 20 (oppo-
site page, bottom).

� Homer, a small robot, (left)
explores a hole in the stern of the
Lusitania that was cut by a salvage
crew to recover silverware and
other items.

� A provocative poster (left)
depicted drowning innocents and
urged Americans to enlist in the
armed forces. For the women pic-
tured above, the image was all too
real. Alice Drury (above left) was a
young nanny for an American cou-
ple on the Lusitania. She and
another nanny were caring for the
couple’s children: Audrey, Stuart,
Amy, and Susan. Alice was about
to give Audrey a bottle when the
torpedo hit. Alice wrapped Audrey
in a shawl, grabbed Stuart, and
headed for the lifeboats. A crew-
man loaded Stuart, but when Alice
tried to board, the sailor told her it
was full. Without a life jacket and
with Audrey around her neck,
Alice jumped into the water. A
woman in the lifeboat grabbed her
hair and pulled her aboard.
Audrey’s parents were rescued
too, but Amy, Susan, and the other
nanny were lost. Alice and Audrey
Lawson Johnston (above right)
have remained close ever since.

Jonathan Blair

Jonathan Blair

Bowman Gray Collection, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
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W
orld War I proved to be the breaking
point for czarist rule in Russia. By
1917, morale in the Russian army had

reached bottom. As many as one-fourth of the
Russian soldiers, having no weapons of their own,
had to pick up the guns of dead soldiers.
Inadequate transport made grave food shortages
even worse. Almost all of the country’s resources
went to supply the army, making the human and
financial costs of war increasingly unbearable.

A nurse at the Russian front in 1917 described
the situation that helped bring about the collapse of
the autocracy and the establishment of a Com-
munist state:

Discontent among the masses in Russia is
daily becoming more marked. Disparaging
statements concerning the Government are
being voiced…. “Bring the men home!”
“Conclude peace!” “Finish this inter-
minable war once and for all!” Cries such
as these penetrate to the cold and hungry
soldiers in their bleak earthworks, and
begin to echo among them. Now that food
has grown scarce in Petrograd (St. Peters-
burg) and Moscow, disorder takes the
shape of riots and insurrections. We are
told that mobs of the lower classes parade
the streets shouting ‘Peace and Bread!’

Fall of the Czar
Events leading to the fall of the czar began to

accelerate in the last half of 1916. Czar Nicholas II
and his wife, Alexandra, had already become
unpopular because of the czar’s political incompe-
tence and the couple’s reliance on the mystic healer
Grigori Rasputin (ra•SPYOO•tuhn). Wanting to
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> Terms to Define
provisional government, communism

> People to Meet
Nicholas II, Grigori Rasputin, Alexander
Kerensky, Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, Leon
Trotsky

> Places to Locate
Petrograd, Siberia, Poland, Ukraine

            Reds and Whites
fight civil war. 

1919            Czar Nicholas II
abdicates. 

1917             Bolshevik Russia 
and Germany sign Treaty 
of Brest-Litovsk.

1918

1916 19201918

Thousands filled the hall, waiting for
Trotsky’s speech. The crowd was tense, waiting.
When Trotsky appeared, they applauded, but

briefly, so as to hear that much
sooner what he would say.
Trotsky spoke of current condi-
tions, and then continued. “The
Soviet government will give
everything the country contains
to the poor and the men in the
trenches. You, bourgeois, have
two fur caps!—give one of them
to the soldier, who’s freezing in

the trenches.” The crowd surrounding Trotsky
was aroused almost to ecstasy. This, actually, was
already an insurrection. A transformation had
begun.

—adapted from The Russian
Revolution, N. N. Sukharov, 
translated by Joel Carmichael, 1917

S e c t i o n 4

The Russian
Revolution

S
The
toryteller

Leon Trotsky

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea A series of key events led to
the Russian Revolution.



save the monarchy, two relatives of the czar assist-
ed in killing Rasputin in December 1916.

Rasputin’s death did not solve the monarchy’s
problems. Public anger against the government
mounted as a result of food and fuel shortages, and
strikes erupted across the country. On March 8,
1917, and for the next few days, hundreds of thou-
sands of men and women gathered in the streets of
Petrograd (the Russian name given to St. Peters-
burg). Demanding food and an end to the war, the
crowds shouted, “Down with the czar!” On March
11 and 12, the troops the government ordered to put
down the riots refused to fire on the crowds. Many
soldiers joined the protesters.

When the czar ordered his generals at the front
to crush the rebellion, they told him that any troops
they might send to the capital would also join the
rioters. With the country sinking into chaos, the
czar finally abdicated on March 15, ending the 300-
year-old Romanov dynasty. The March revolution
was a spontaneous uprising of working people and
soldiers. It caused the loss of relatively few lives
and took place, surprisingly, without the leadership
of its revolutionary intellectuals, most of whom
were living in exile abroad.

The Provisional Government
After Czar Nicholas II’s abdication, political

authority in Russia passed into the hands of a 
temporary central government known as the 
provisional government. This new regime called
for elections later in the year to choose a con-
stituent, or constitutional, assembly. The con-
stituent assembly would then establish a perma-
nent government.

The provisional government, which consisted
of middle-class Duma representatives, soon had a
rival for power—the Petrograd Soviet of Workers’
and Soldiers’ Deputies. Members of the Petrograd
Soviet were workers and peasants belonging to dif-
ferent socialist groups. The majority were either
Mensheviks or Social Revolutionaries, the political
heirs of the Populists. A smaller, more radical group
was the Bolsheviks.

One man who moved easily between the provi-
sional government and the Petrograd Soviet was
Alexander Kerensky (keh•REHN•skee). A moder-
ate socialist, Kerensky served first as the provision-
al government’s minister of justice and then as its
prime minister. He also belonged to the executive
committee of the Petrograd Soviet.

The Petrograd Soviet became a model for the
founding of other soviets throughout Russia.

Together, the soviets called for an immediate peace,
the transfer of land to the peasants, and the control
of factories by workers. As the Russian economy
continued to collapse under the war effort, this
three-point program gained great popularity
among the Russian masses.

In spite of the suffering and anger of the
Russian people, however, the provisional govern-
ment did not withdraw from the war. Desertion,
worsening transportation problems, and a drop in
already low armament production plagued the
Russian army. Preoccupied with war policy, the
provisional government could not carry out the
social reforms proposed by the soviets. As a result,
the government lost much of its popular support, a
factor that contributed to its eventual downfall.

Lenin 
As the provisional government struggled to

maintain order, a variety of revolutionary groups
vied to fill the power vacuum. Since their split into
two factions in 1903, the Mensheviks and the
Bolsheviks had competed for control of Russia’s
revolutionary movement. By 1917 the Mensheviks
far outnumbered the Bolsheviks. Because they
believed that a socialist revolution would be the
work of the masses, however, the Mensheviks did
not make concrete plans to seize control of the
Russian government.

The more radical Bolsheviks, on the other hand,
believed that a socialist society could be introduced
immediately by force. They claimed that a small
group of dedicated revolutionaries could carry out
the revolution with the help of a relatively small
working class and the peasants. They also believed
that Russia’s revolution would spread worldwide.
Their leader, Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, urged them to
make plans to topple the provisional government
from power.

Born in 1870, Lenin came from a middle-class
provincial background. When Lenin was in high
school, his older brother, Alexander, became
involved in a plot to assassinate Czar Alexander III,
the father of Nicholas II. The attempt failed, how-
ever, and the government hanged Lenin’s brother
and four fellow conspirators in 1887. Alexander’s
death made a powerful impression on Lenin, who
dedicated his life to promoting a revolution.

In 1895 the Russian government arrested Lenin
for his activities and exiled him to Siberia. After his
release, he went to Germany, Great Britain, and
Switzerland, where he wrote revolutionary articles
and kept a close eye on the political situation in
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Russia. After hearing the news of the March 1917
revolution, he wanted to return to Russia as soon as
possible. Since Germany wanted Russia out of the
war and knew that Lenin would promote a with-
drawal, it provided him with a special “sealed”
train that allowed no one to enter or exit during the
trip. Lenin’s goal upon his arrival in Russia was to
organize the Bolsheviks and seize power from the
provisional government.

Lenin realized that the provisional government
could not maintain the support of the soldiers,
peasants, and workers. His slogan, “Peace, Land,
and Bread,” promised the Russian people that
Russia would withdraw from the war, that the
peasants would be given land, and that everyone
would have enough to eat. Another point in Lenin’s
program was that the soviets should become the
nation’s only government. This goal was summed
up in the slogan “All power to the soviets!”

The Bolshevik Revolution
During the summer of 1917, a number of demon-

strations against the provisional government broke
out across Russia. Blaming these demonstrations on
the Bolsheviks and calling Lenin a German agent, the
government issued arrest warrants for all Bolshevik
leaders, forcing Lenin into hiding. By late August,
however, the Bolsheviks started to show new
strength in local elections, and by mid-September
they had gained control of the Petrograd Soviet.

In November 1917, the Bolsheviks staged a
coup d’etat in Petrograd, overthrowing the provi-
sional government. Bolshevik soldiers, workers,
and sailors took over the main post office, the tele-
phone system, electrical generating plants, and
train stations. When the Bolsheviks turned the guns
of the battleship Aurora against the Winter Palace,
the former home of the czar, the ministers of the
provisional government surrendered. As a result,
the revolution was relatively bloodless.

In spite of the Bolshevik coup, the election for
the constituent assembly still took place in late
November. Of those elected, 420 seats went to the
Social Revolutionaries and only 225 to the
Bolsheviks. When the assembly met in Petrograd in
January 1918, however, the Bolsheviks dissolved it
after only one day.

Claiming absolute power, the Bolsheviks laid
the foundation of a socialist state—ending private
ownership of property, distributing land among the
peasants, and giving workers control of factories

and mines. The Bolsheviks began calling them-
selves Communists and their political viewpoint,
based on the ideas of Marx and Lenin, communism.
The Communists and their supporters in other coun-
tries created an international movement to spread
their revolution throughout the world.  

Civil War
In addition to building a socialist state, Lenin

also sought peace with Germany. At a heavy price,
Russia in March 1918 signed the Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk, losing much western territory and a third
of the population. Meanwhile, powerful nationalist
movements set up independent governments in
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Ukraine, and
the Caucasus lands of Armenia, Georgia, and
Azerbaijan. Although in theory allowing these
countries to break away from Russia, the
Communists in practice used force to gain control
in Ukraine and the Caucasus.

Reds and Whites
During the early months of 1918, Russia also

slipped into a devastating civil war between the
Communists and their political opponents. In this
conflict, the Communists were called Reds, because
they favored the red flag of revolution. Their oppo-
nents—royalists, liberal democrats, and moderate
socialists—became known as the Whites.

Lenin’s government was determined not to
yield power. Under the Communist leader, Leon
Trotsky, the Red Army was organized to defend the
Communist state. Trotsky used force and education
to foster loyalty to communism.

The Whites promised to defeat the Reds quick-
ly and get Russia back into World War I against the
Central Powers. As a result, they received military
aid from the Allies and the United States. This did
little to help the Whites, but it stirred Russian
nationalist support for the Communists and
increased Communist distrust of the West.

For three grim years, the fighting raged across
the vast landscape. Both sides burned villages and
killed civilians. When the Whites captured an area,
they killed all suspected Communists. The Reds
did the same to “counter-revolutionaries,” or those
believed to be opposed to communism. In the
meantime, workers and peasants were starving and
the nation’s economy was crumbling.

The Terror
During the upheaval, the Communists further

tightened their hold on Russia. They imposed a 
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policy called “war communism”—taking direct
control of industry and forcing peasants to send
food to the starving cities. Lenin also used terror as
a weapon against his opponents. In 1918
Communist soldiers killed the imprisoned czar and
his family. A secret police force, the Cheka, arrested
anyone considered an “enemy of the revolution.” In
keeping with communism’s anti-religious view-
point, Lenin placed severe restrictions on the

Russian Orthodox Church.
Many Socialists who had backed Lenin’s revo-

lution now withdrew their support and fled Russia.
At the same time, the Whites suffered from a lack of
unity among their royalist, liberal, and moderate
socialist supporters. Outnumbered, disorganized,
and poorly equipped, the White armies finally admit-
ted defeat. By 1921 Lenin had extended Communist
control throughout the war-ravaged country.
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1. Use a diagram like the one

below to identify the events
leading to the Russian
Revolution.

Recall
2. Define provisional 

government, communism.
3. Identify Nicholas II, Grigori

Rasputin, Alexander Kerensky,
Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, Leon
Trotsky.

Critical Thinking
4. Evaluating Information

Do you think Vladimir I. Lenin

was justified in closing down
the democratically elected
constituent assembly in
January 1918? Why or why
not?

Understanding Themes
5. Revolution What impact 

did the events of the Russian
Revolution have on Russian
and global affairs?
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The leaders of the White forces during the Russian Civil War included General
Anthony Denikin, General Nicholas Yudenitch, and Admiral Alexander Kolchak. 
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R
ussia’s withdrawal from the war was
offset by the entry of the United States
into the conflict. American interven-

tion boosted Allied morale and gave the Allies
much needed resources, both industrial and
human. It took time for the Americans to build and
train an army, but the American navy was of imme-
diate help. United States Admiral William S. Sims
introduced the idea of the convoy to guard Allied
ships from German U-boats. Under the successful
convoy system, merchant ships crossed the Atlantic
in clusters surrounded by warships for protection.
At the same time, improvements in mines and
underwater explosives—as well as the use of the
airplane for air surveying and bombing—changed
the way the war was being fought.

Turning the Tide
Until American forces arrived, the fighting

along the trench lines in the Western Front contin-
ued without lasting gains for either side. In April
1917 a French offensive stalled, leading to losses so
great that French forces mutinied. The British, in
order to keep the Germans from taking advantage
of French weakness, launched an offensive into
Flanders, a coastal region of northern France and
southwestern Belgium. Heavy rains, however, made
the clay soil of Flanders an impassable expanse of
mud. In November, the fighting finally came to an
end at Passchendaele (PAH•shehn•dayl). Casualties
were so enormous that both the British and the
Germans were reaching the end of their reserves.

Total War
By 1917, the pressures of war had brought nota-

ble changes to the societies of fighting countries. The
demands of a large-scale mechanized war required
the efficient use of human and natural resources.
Governments therefore carried out the principle of
total war, directing all people and resources to the
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> Terms to Define
convoy, armistice, reparation, mandate, 
cordon sanitaire

> People to Meet
T.E. Lawrence, Ferdinand Foch, 
Woodrow Wilson, Georges Clemenceau, 
David Lloyd George, Vittorio Orlando

> Places to Locate
Fiume

            United States declaration
of war raises Allied morale.

1917             President Woodrow 
Wilson presents Fourteen
Points.

1918             Allies sign
Treaty of Versailles.

1919

1917 19191918

Four officers of France, Great Britain,
America, and Italy marched into the Palace of
Versailles to sign the treaty ending World War I.
Harold Nicholson described the ceremony in his
diary: “And then, isolated and pitiable, come the
two German delegates, Dr. Muller and Dr. Bell.
The silence is terrifying…. They keep their eyes
fixed away from those two thousand staring eyes,
fixed upon the ceiling. They are deathly pale….
Suddenly from outside comes the crash of guns
thundering a salute. It announces to Paris that
the second Treaty of Versailles had been signed….

We kept our seats while the Germans
were conducted like prisoners from the
dock, their eyes still fixed upon some dis-

tant point of the horizon.”

—adapted from Peacemaking,
Harold Nicholson, reprinted in
Western Civilization, an Urban
Perspective, F. Roy Willis, 1973
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Main Idea Ultimately, the Treaty of
Versailles was unsuccessful.
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war effort. Greatly increasing their powers, gov-
ernments on both sides recruited, drafted, trained,
and supplied large armies. They raised taxes and
borrowed vast sums of money. They also placed
controls on capitalist economies, setting prices and
wages, rationing goods, and banning strikes. Even
in democratic countries, censorship of the press and
other media was imposed in an effort to control
public opinion and to keep morale high.

Women also played an important role in the
war effort. As millions of men went to the battle-
fields, many women took their places in factories
making weapons and supplies. Other women
became military nurses or joined special branches
of the armed forces. War work proved the abilities
of women in areas once limited to men. Although
women had to leave many jobs after the war, their
contributions had boosted their self-confidence and
in the long term aided the ongoing struggle for
women’s rights. By war’s end, many countries
were ready to grant the vote to women. 

Global War
World War I reached beyond Europe to other

parts of the world. European imperialist nations
obtained badly needed resources from their
empires. They also turned to recruits from their
overseas possessions to fight on the Western Front.
Meanwhile, in parts of Asia and Africa, Allied
forces, including those of Japan, won victories that
enabled them to take control of German colonies. 

For their services, colonial Asians and Africans
expected citizenship or independence at war’s end;
however, they were often disappointed when
European empires were not only preserved but
often extended at their expense. In the Middle East,
the Arabs, seeking freedom from Ottoman rule,
backed the Allied cause. While the war on the
Western Front was deadlocked, they helped the
British advance in the Middle East and finally con-
quer the Ottoman Turks. For example, Arab gueril-
la fighters, led by T.E. Lawrence, a young British
officer, harassed the Ottoman Turks and gave the
British information about important Turkish mili-
tary positions. Unknown to the Arabs, however, the
British and the French had in the 1916 Sykes-Picot
Agreement already determined to divide the
defeated Ottoman Empire among themselves.

End of Fighting
In July 1918 an Allied breakthrough on the

Western Front finally came. Under the unified com-
mand of French General Ferdinand Foch (FAWSH),
Allied forces stopped a huge German offensive that
had moved them back to within 40 miles (60 km) of

Paris. Aided by the arrival of American forces, the
Allies then launched a counterattack that pushed
the exhausted Germans back to the border of
Germany. In September, German generals told
Kaiser Wilhelm II that the war could not be won. 

The collapse of other Central Powers followed.
The Ottoman Turks asked for peace after an Allied
drive through the Balkans, and the Austro-
Hungarians surrendered following their defeat by
the Italians at Vittorio Veneto in northern Italy. The
Austro-Hungarian military collapse led to the
revolt of the empire’s many nationalities and the
end of the Hapsburg monarchy.

Although the German army stood firm, morale
in Germany gave way. On November 9, 1918, the
kaiser abdicated, and a German republic was pro-
claimed. On November 11, the Germans signed an
armistice, or agreement to end the fighting.

Effects of the War
The war shattered Europe’s aristocratic order

and increased political and social instability.
Boundaries had to be redrawn in various parts of
the world. Human misery also had become com-
monplace. Nearly 9 million soldiers were dead, and
another 21 million of them were wounded. 

More than 2 million American sol-
diers made up of 42 infantry divi-

sions served in France before the war ended in 1918.
How did the arrival of American troops affect the war’s 
outcome?

History
Visualizing



In addition, about 13 million civilians were dead of
disease and starvation. Mass deaths or killings on a
grand scale, such as those of the Armenians under
the rule of the Ottoman Turks in 1915, added to the
list of horrors. 

Angry at Armenian support for the Allies and
fearful of Armenian nationalism, the Turkish gov-
ernment decided to use the war as an excuse to end
the long history of animosity between Turks and
Armenians. The Turkish army first removed all
Armenian soldiers from its ranks and deported
them to labor camps. Then they rounded up
Armenian civilians, roped them together, and
drove them into the desert to starve. In other cases
they destroyed whole Armenian villages and shot
the inhabitants. Some historians have estimated
that more than 1 million Armenians lost their lives
in this slaughter.

Restoring the Peace
The hopes of many Europeans and North

Americans focused on United States President
Woodrow Wilson. Even before the war ended,

Wilson had put forth his Fourteen Points, a peace
plan whose terms included international recogni-
tion of freedom of the seas and of trade, limitations
on arms, and an end to all secret alliances. Wilson’s
plan also called for just settlements of colonial
claims, the right of self-rule for all nations, and the
establishment of a “general assembly of nations” to
settle future problems peacefully.  It was these
points that Germany thought would be the basis of
peace negotiations.

For the most part, everyone seemed to agree
that Wilson’s points should be the guiding frame-
work for the peace settlement. There were only two
major reservations—one was Great Britain’s.
Control of the seas had been a major British war aim
vital to British interests. Great Britain depended on
foreign trade for its survival and still ruled a vast
overseas empire. The British, therefore, objected to
the idea of open seas. The other reservation was
held by France. Wilson had stated that there should
be “no annexations, no contributions, and no puni-
tive damages” as a result of the war. France believed
that some statement demanding reparations, or
payments for damages, should be included in any
peace settlement.
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Dead Wounded

The casualties resulting from World War I were worse than those of any
other war before that time. 
Which major power suffered the worst combined casualties? The least 
combined casualties? Why?
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The Paris Peace Conference
In January 1919, delegates from 27 nations

gathered in Paris to work out 5 separate peace
treaties known as the Peace of Paris. The Allies did
not invite representatives from the defeated Central
Powers or Russia. In a break with tradition, heads
of state attended the conference. President Wilson
represented the United States; Prime Minister
Georges Clemenceau (KLEH•muhn•SOH), France;
Prime Minister David Lloyd George, Britain; and
Prime Minister Vittorio Orlando, Italy. Most of the
decisions were made by these “Big Four.”

It soon became clear that there was a large gap
between the idealistic goals of Wilson and the
nationalistic goals of the French, British, and Italian
leaders. Lloyd George and Clemenceau wanted to
make Germany pay for the war. Wilson’s chief aim
was to win support for his idea of an international
assembly of nations. The League of Nations, as
Wilson called it, became a bargaining point. Again
and again, Wilson gave in on other issues to ensure
the acceptance of the League of Nations.

The Treaty of Versailles
The Treaty of Versailles, the most important

treaty of the Peace of Paris, spelled out the details of
the Allied settlement with Germany. Lloyd George
and Clemenceau prevailed in their goal to punish
Germany. Militarily, the treaty reduced the German
army and banned conscription and the manufac-
ture of major war weapons.

The treaty reduced Germany in size as well.
Germany had to return Alsace-Lorraine, seized in
the Franco-Prussian War of 1870, to France. For a
period of 15 years, France would also control the
coal-rich Saar Basin, while Allied forces together
would occupy the Rhineland region of Germany.

In the east, Germany had to renounce the
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. The Allies also reestab-
lished an independent Poland out of lands held by
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Russia. So that it
had access to the Baltic Sea, Poland received the
Polish Corridor, a strip of land separating East
Prussia from the rest of Germany.

The Treaty of Versailles stripped Germany of its
overseas colonies as well. The Allies received
Germany’s overseas possessions as mandates, terri-
tories administered by other countries. Great
Britain and France divided the African colonies,
Australia and New Zealand split the Pacific islands
south of the Equator, and Japan took the Pacific
islands north of the Equator.

Although these terms were harsh, France and
Great Britain were still not satisfied. The Allies also
demanded that Germany accept blame for causing

the war and that it pay reparations for Allied war
costs and damages.

The Allies signed the treaty at the Palace of
Versailles on June 28, 1919. Only four of Wilson’s
Fourteen Points and nine supplementary principles
emerged intact in the treaty. The most important of
these was the Covenant of the League of Nations.

Other Settlements
The Allied Powers signed separate peace agree-

ments with Austria, Bulgaria, Hungary, and Turkey.
In them, the greatest attention was given to territo-
rial matters. The Allies recognized the breakup of
Austria-Hungary. Austria was left a small, econom-
ically weak country. Italy received from Austria
German-speaking areas near the Brenner Pass in
the Alps. Italy also wanted the port of Fiume on the
Adriatic, but Wilson refused to agree.

New nations emerged in eastern Europe from
the ashes of the old German, Russian, and Austro-
Hungarian empires. These included Finland,
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Czechoslovakia,
and Yugoslavia. The Allies, particularly France,
regarded these countries as a cordon sanitaire
(kawr•DOHN sah•nee•TEHR), or quarantine line,
against potential threats from Russia or Germany.
In creating Yugoslavia, the Serbs achieved their
goal of forming a nation of South Slavic 
peoples. Hungary lost territory to Yugoslavia,
Czechoslovakia, and Romania, while Bulgaria lost
land to Yugoslavia, Greece, and Romania.

In the Middle East, the Allies divided what was
left of the Ottoman Empire. The Arabs did not
receive the independence that Great Britain had
promised them. Instead, Palestine, Transjordan,
and Iraq became British mandates. At the same
time, Lebanon and Syria became French mandates.

Bitter Fruits
A general disillusionment set in after World

War I. Slogans such as “the war to end all wars”
and “to make the world safe for democracy” rang
hollow after years of slaughter. In addition to
killing millions of people, the war destroyed the
homes and lives of millions more. Many people
suddenly found themselves to be minorities within
newly formed nations. Others who believed they
would become the citizens of independent nations
found their hopes dashed by the settlements. Those
whose lands were defeated were embittered by the
loss of territory and prestige.

The Germans felt an especially deep sense of
resentment about their loss in World War I. Because
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they had fought mostly on foreign territory and
used resources from other countries to supplement
their own, German economic strength remained
largely intact. The harsh provisions of the Treaty of
Versailles, however, left Germany weakened and

humiliated as well as deprived of great-power sta-
tus. This made reconciliation with the Allies very
difficult. The Germans’ festering resentment burst
forth upon the world with an even greater violence
two decades later in the form of Nazism.
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to give reasons why the
Treaty of Versailles was not
successful.

Recall
2. Define convoy, armistice,

reparation, mandate, 
cordon sanitaire.

3. Identify T. E. Lawrence,
Ferdinand Foch, Woodrow
Wilson, the Fourteen Points,
Georges Clemenceau, David
Lloyd George, Vittorio Orlando.

Critical Thinking
4. Analyzing Information

How would a German citizen
in 1919 have felt about the
Treaty of Versailles?

Understanding Themes
5. Internationalism How could

the Treaty of Versailles have
been written to prevent
another international conflict?
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The map of Europe changed considerably after World War I. Some nations 
disappeared, while other nations emerged. 
Region Which major power lost the most territory as a result of the war?

Map
Study

Why Treaty of
Versailles Was 
Not Successful

SECTION 5 ASSESSMENT
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Although wars begin over many different
issues, they all end up as fights to con-
trol territory. Because wars are basically

fought over land, maps are particularly good
tools for seeing the “big picture” of a war.

Learning the Skill
The map key is essential in interpreting mili-

tary maps. The key explains what the map’s col-
ors and symbols represent. Use the following
steps to study the key:

• Determine the meanings of the colors on
the map. Usually, colors represent differ-
ent sides in the conflict.

• Identify all symbols. These may include
symbols for battle sites, victories, types of
military units and equipment, and so on.

• Study the arrows, which show the direc-
tion of military movements. Because
these movements occur over time, some
maps give dates showing when and
where troops advanced and retreated.

Once you have studied the key and the map,
follow the progress of the campaign that is
shown. Notice where each side began, in which
direction it moved, where the two sides fought,
and which side claimed victory.

Practicing the Skill
The map on this page shows the Middle

East front during World War I. Study the map
and then answer the following questions.
1. On which side did Arabia and Egypt fight?
2. Who won the battle of the Dardanelles?
3. Describe the movement of the Central

Powers offensive.
4. When did the Allied Powers win the most

battles in the Middle East?

Applying the Skill
Choose one of the maps on page 745. Study

your map selection carefully. Then write a para-

graph answering the following questions.
1. Where did most of the fighting occur?
2. Which side made the most significant

advance in 1914?
3. How did each side progress on this front as

the war continued?
4. Did either side win a decisive victory on this

front?

For More Practice
Turn to the Skill Practice in the Chapter

Assessment on page 767 for more practice in
interpreting military movements on maps.

Interpreting Military Movements on Maps
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Social StudiesSocial Studies

The Glencoe Skillbuilder
Interactive Workbook, Level 2
provides instruction and practice 
in key social studies skills.



Reviewing Facts
1. History Use a diagram like the one below to

identify the major effects of World War I.

2. History State the significance of the following
dates: 1914, 1917, and 1918.

3. History Explain how Germany’s war strategy
changed after the Battle of the Marne.

4. History State how many soldiers were killed or
wounded in World War I. How many civilians
died of disease or starvation?

5. Culture Explain the social changes promised by
the Bolshevik slogans.

6. History List five of the Fourteen Points that
United States President Woodrow Wilson pre-
sented at the Paris peace conference in 1919.

7. Culture State the role and contributions of
women during World War I. What was their
standing in society after the war?

Critical Thinking
1. Evaluate How did Lenin’s beliefs and goals

differ from those of Wilson? Which leader has
had the greater impact on world history?

2. Apply How did sea power have a major effect
on the outcome of World War I?

3. Analyze How were technological advances in
weaponry most responsible for the military
stalemate during much of World War I?

Using Key Terms
Write the key term that completes each sentence. 
Then write a sentence for each term not chosen.

a. armistice g. trenches
b. contraband h. alliance system
c. convoy i. provisional government
d. entente j. reparations
e. propaganda k. communism
f. mobilization l. ultimatum

1. After Czar Nicholas’s abdication, political
authority in Russia passed into the hands of a
__________.

2. In 1904, Great Britain and France signed an
________ that settled key colonial disputes.

3. The British stopped ships on the high seas that
they suspected carried __________ , or prohibit-
ed goods.

4. The Bolsheviks founded an international revolu-
tionary movement based on __________ , the
political viewpoint stemming from the ideas of
Marx and Lenin.

5. Warring countries issued general orders for
_______________ , the gathering and transport
of military troops and fighting equipment.
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Take the role of a parent and answer
the letter you wrote as a first-person
account of the war. Include words of
encouragement and try to explain the
significance of the war effort.

Using Your History Journal

Effects of World War I

Self-Check Quiz

Visit the World History: The Human Experience
Web site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click 
on Chapter 28—Self-Check Quiz to prepare for the 
Chapter Test.

Using E-mail Use your
local library or access
the Internet to locate an E-mail
address for an organization that deals with
World War I. Compose a letter requesting infor-
mation about World War I submarine warfare.
Using your response, create a bulletin board of
the history of the American submarine during
the Great War. Provide pictures and captions
showing different types of submarines.

Technology Activity

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/quiz.shtml?BOOK=004&CHAPTER=28&TITLE=World+War+I


Understanding Themes
1. Cooperation Why do you think Great Britain,

France, and Russia put aside their differences to
form the Triple Entente?

2. Conflict Name a war goal for each of these
countries: Serbia, Austria-Hungary, Russia, and
France. Discuss a situation today where a con-
flict over national goals might lead to war.

3. Conflict What were the causes of World War I?
What key events affected its outcome? How did
World War I affect global affairs?

4. Revolution Name the main causes of the
Russian Revolution of 1917. How did the
Russian Revolution differ from the American
Revolution in its causes and global impact?

5. Internationalism Do you think the peace settle-
ment after World War I promoted the success of
the League of Nations? Explain.

Skill Practice
Study the map “Russian Civil War 1918–1922” and
answer the questions that follow.

1. From which direction did the Allied forces
invade Russia?

2. Where did Denikin’s forces begin and in what
direction did they move?

3. Why do you think Kolchak chose his route to
Moscow?

4. Which military group advanced on Russian 
territory from an area near Poland?

Geography in History
1. Place Refer to the map below. What five

European nations had built up the largest stand-
ing armies during World War I?

2. Location How do you think Germany’s loca-
tion affected its military strategy?

3. Movement When war broke out, which side
had the more challenging task of moving troops
and materials, the Allies or the Central Powers?
Why?
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Central Powers

Allied Powers

Neutral nations

Neutral nations who later 
joined the Central Powers

Neutral nations who later 
joined the Allied Powers
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1. How do conflicts in the Balkans before
World War I compare with those in the
region today?

2. The ideal of self-determination was not
granted to European colonies after World
War I. Where do struggles for self-determi-
nation continue today? How are they 
faring?
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