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The French
Revolution

> Revolution The French overthrow
their absolute monarchy. Section 1

> Change The National Assembly
establishes a constitutional govern-
ment. Section 2

> Conflict The new French Republic
faces enemies at home and abroad.
Section 3

> Movement Napoleon becomes
France’s emperor and conquers
much of Europe. Section 4

> Reaction European leaders try to
reestablish the old order. Section 5

S
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In 1792 the violence of the French Revolution filled the

streets of Paris, where a young seamstress named Marie-Victoire

Monnard lived and worked. Walking back to her workshop 

one afternoon, Marie-Victoire saw six large carts coming 

toward her. The 13-year-old girl later wrote in her diary, 

“The carts were full of men and women who had just been

slaughtered … legs and arms and heads nodded and dangled 

on either side of the carts.”

The next year she wrote again about the carts, “People just

went on working in the shops when they passed by, often not

even bothering to raise their heads to watch or to turn their

backs to avoid the grisly sight.”

What happened during the French Revolution that
allowed people to become accustomed to the bloodied bod-
ies? How did the French Revolution alter society in Europe?
What lasting effects did it have on the rest of the world?

Historical Significance
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Imagine living through the tumul-
tuous events of the French Revolution.
Choose a point of view represented by one
of the following: a Catholic bishop, a
landed aristocrat, a wealthy merchant, a
poor artisan, or a peasant. From your
chosen viewpoint, describe your reactions
to three major events of the times as you
read the chapter.

Chapter Overview

Visit the World History: The Human Experience
Web site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click
on Chapter 22—Chapter Overview to preview 
the chapter.
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A
t its height, the absolute monarchy in
France controlled the richest and
possibly the most powerful state in

Europe. The French aristocracy set European trends
in literature, clothing, art, and ideas for change. Yet
the majority of the people did not share the wealth
or privileges of the aristocracy. Working men and
women who had few rights yearned for a better
way of life. The success of the American Revolution
fueled their desire for change.

French Society Divided
The source of the unhappiness lay within

France’s class system, which fostered great inequal-
ities among the French people. All French people
belonged to one of three estates, or orders of soci-
ety. The estates determined a person’s legal rights
and status. The Catholic clergy formed the First
Estate. The nobility formed the Second Estate.
Everyone else, 97 percent of the French people,
made up the Third Estate.

Members of the Third Estate deeply resented
the privileges that members of the First and Second
Estates enjoyed. For example, neither the First
Estate nor the Second Estate was required to pay
taxes. The nobility received high positions in the
Church, in the government, and in the army, and
they could also hunt and carry swords. Third Estate
members enjoyed none of these social and political
privileges. No matter how successful and well-edu-
cated Third Estate members became, they were
always excluded from the First and Second
Estates—simply because of the families into which
they were born.

The First Estate
The First Estate consisted of Roman Catholic

clergy and made up about 1 percent of the popula-
tion. The First Estate comprised two groups: the
higher clergy and the lower clergy.
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Fear tightened young Claudette Leroux’s
throat as she waited for the questioning. She could
not deny that she was smuggling salt. She could
only explain that the gabelle—the tax on salt—
made the cost ten times what it should be. French
peasants simply could not afford the Farmers
General’s prices. She wondered who gave these
corrupt officials the power to store, inspect, tax,
register, and force people to buy their salt. Did

anyone understand the peasants’
plight? 

—adapted from Citizens: A
Chronicle of the French
Revolution, Simon
Schama, 1989
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Bishops and abbots, noblemen by birth, made
up the higher clergy. These powerful men con-
trolled between 5 and 10 percent of the land in
France and enjoyed many privileges. At their dis-
posal were the revenues from their land as well as
a tithe, or a 10 percent tax on income, from each
church member. Although this money was used to
support schools, aid poor people, and maintain
church property, it also paid for the grand lifestyles
the higher clergy enjoyed, often at the expense of
their religious duties.

The lower clergy, made up of parish priests,
came from poorer backgrounds and were socially
more a part of the Third Estate. Many lower clergy
members who carried out religious duties, ran
schools, and cared for the poor resented the luxuri-
ous lifestyles of the higher clergy.

The Second Estate
The nobility, the Second Estate, formed about 2

percent of the population and owned about 25 per-
cent of the land in France. Like the upper clergy, the
members of the Second Estate enjoyed many privi-
leges and lived in great style.

The nobility held high posts in the government
and the military. Some resided in the palace at
Versailles. Others lived in lavish homes on inherit-
ed land, some of which they rented to peasants to
farm. The Second Estate’s main income came from
the feudal dues they collected from the peasants
who lived on and worked their land.

The Third Estate
The Third Estate made up the largest social

group in France during the late 1700s. Peasants and
artisans, as well as members of the bourgeoisie
(BURZH•WAH•ZEE), or middle class, belonged to
the Third Estate. Yet they had very few political
rights or privileges.

The doctors, lawyers, merchants, and business
managers of the bourgeoisie generally lived in the
towns and cities. Educated and well-to-do, they
had read Enlightenment works and believed in
freedom and social justice.

Other members of the Third Estate, such as
thousands of poor artisans and their families, also
lived in the cities. Artisans worked for low wages
and in poor working conditions. Many lived in the
slums of Paris.

The peasants, the Third Estate’s largest group,
lived in rural areas. Although they owned 40 percent
of the land, they were very poor because of the pay-
ments they had to make to the other estates. These
payments included a tithe to the clergy; feudal dues
and fines to the nobles; and a land tax to the king.
Although members of the Third Estate worked
hard, they had no effective voice in the government.

Growing Unrest
Unhappy with this unfair social structure, the

people of the Third Estate began to call for change.
An Englishman traveling in France saw this grow-
ing unrest reflected in a conversation he had with a
peasant woman:

Walking up a long hill … I was joined by
a poor woman who complained of the
times, and that it was a sad country; …
she said her husband had but a morsel of
land, one cow, and a poor little horse, yet
they had [42 lbs.] of wheat and three
chickens to pay as rent to one [lord], and
[4 lbs.] of oats, one chicken and 1s.
[shilling] to pay to another, besides very
heavy tailles and other taxes.

—Arthur Young, from Travels, 1789
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As a growing population put increasing
demands on resources, and the cost of living in
France increased, the peasants’ anger rose. Nobles
also charged the peasants higher fees for the use of
such equipment as mills and wine presses.

At the same time, artisans in the cities faced
higher prices while their wages stayed the same.
Although members of the bourgeoisie were pros-
perous, they wanted more political power. Nobles
resented the king’s absolute power and wanted to
increase their political influence in the government.

A growing financial crisis in government only
added to the country’s problems. The 1700s had
begun with debts from Louis XIV’s wars. Louis
XV’s extravagant court had enlarged this debt.

In 1774 Louis XVI, the 19-year-old grandson 
of Louis XV, took the throne. His wife, Marie
Antoinette, was a year younger. In spite of his inex-
perience, the young king recognized the growing
financial crisis. Supporting the American Revo-
lution had only increased his debt. After initiating
government cost-cutting measures, Louis saw no
option other than taxing the nobility and the clergy.
Both groups, however, refused to be taxed.

By 1786 banks began to refuse to lend money to
the ailing government. Crop failures caused bread
shortages in 1788 and 1789. When the privileged
classes refused to aid the government, Louis 
summoned the Estates-General to Versailles in May
1789. Only in this way could he get additional taxes.

Calling the Estates Together
The Estates-General, which had not met since

1614, was made up of delegates representing each
estate. The king hoped that the gathering would
agree to new taxes on the First and Second Estates.
The nobles, however, intended to use the Estates-
General to protect their privileges, weaken royal
power, and gain control of the government. Because
each estate in the Estates-General had a single vote,
the nobles hoped that the First and Second Estates
together could easily dominate the Third Estate.

Members of the Third Estate refused this plan.
Claiming that they had more right to represent the

nation than either the clergy or the nobles, Third
Estate delegates called for a joint meeting of the
three estates, with each delegate voting as an indi-
vidual. The Third Estate was as large as the other
two combined, and many reform-minded nobles
and clergymen supported their views. A mass
meeting would give the Third Estate a majority
vote. A clergy member who supported the Third
Estate, the Abbé Sieyès (see•AY•YEHS), wrote:

Therefore, what is the Third Estate?
Everything; but an everything shackled
and oppressed. What would it be without
the privileged order? Everything, but an
everything free and flourishing. Nothing
can succeed without it, everything would
be infinitely better without the others.

The king, however, insisted that the estates
meet separately. Refusing the king’s demands, the
representatives of the Third Estate, most of whom
were members of the bourgeoisie, were eventually
locked out of the Estates-General. They named
themselves the National Assembly and gathered at
a nearby indoor tennis court with deputies from the
other estates who supported their cause. Here the
representatives took an oath, known as the Tennis
Court Oath, promising not to disband until they
had written a constitution for France.

The king recognized the danger of letting the
Third Estate alone draw up a constitution. He
ordered the first two estates to join the Third Estate
in the National Assembly. Fearing trouble, he also
called for troops to concentrate in areas around Paris.

A Call to Revolt
In the National Assembly, delegates voiced their

unhappiness with the rigid French social order and
the government. While the upper clergy and nobili-
ty fought to keep their privileges, some members of
the Third Estate called for complete social equality.
Debates also raged on streets and in cafes.

The king added to the anxiety by gathering
more troops in Versailles. Fearing that he planned
to dissolve the National Assembly and halt reforms,
the citizens reacted. They focused their action on a
Paris prison called the Bastille (ba•STEEL).

The Fall of the Bastille
To many French people, the Bastille symbolized

the injustices of the monarchy. On July 14, 1789, a
huge mob surrounded the Bastille in an attempt to
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steal weapons needed to defend the National
Assembly. Tensions grew as the angry crowd tried
to force its way into the fortress.

The prison commander finally lowered a draw-
bridge. The mob, however, angrily pressed forward
into the main courtyard. Armed with axes, they
freed the 7 prisoners held in the Bastille. The sol-
diers opened fire, killing 98 rioters. The prison com-
mander and several soldiers were also killed as the
rioters took over the prison. This outbreak led to the
formation of a revolutionary government in Paris.

Violence in the Countryside
The storming of the Bastille released a wave of

violence throughout France called the Great Fear.
When rumors spread wildly that nobles had hired
robbers to kill peasants and seize their property, the
peasants armed themselves. No robbers came, but
fear fanned the peasants’ anxiety into violence.
Peasants drove some landlords off their property,
broke into manor houses, robbed granaries, and
destroyed feudal records. The first wave of the
French Revolution had struck. 
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The Oath of the Tennis Court, detail from a painting by L.C.A. Couder 
The National Assembly, locked out of the meeting hall for three

days, resumed their meeting at an indoor tennis court. What caused members to
fear that the National Assembly would be dissolved by force?
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Sharp differences of political opinion disrupt-
ed the Paris opera. At a performance of Iphigenia
the chorus sang “Let us honor our Queen.”
Royalists applauded, but the opposing party
booed. Lainez, an actor who remarked that “every
good Frenchman should love the king and queen,”
was thrown a laurel wreath. Two days later, the
revolutionaries would not let Lainez act until he
had trampled that wreath underfoot.

—adapted from Blood Sisters, The
French Revolution in Women’s Memory,
Marilyn Yalom, 1993

A
s violence swept the countryside, the
National Assembly worked to form a
new government. This task was com-

plicated by power struggles among royalists, mod-
erates, and radicals. Most royalists still favored
absolute monarchy, but a growing number of mod-
erates wanted the king to share power with a new
legislature. Their leader was the Marquis de
Lafayette, who had aided the colonists in the
American Revolution. A radical group, the Paris
Commune, won control of Paris’s city government
and pushed for an end to the monarchy.

End of the Old Order
Peasant unrest and urban violence finally

forced the National Assembly to make reforms. On
August 4, 1789, the nobles in that body voted to end
their privileges. In a session lasting until 2 A.M.,
deputies wept and cheered as the last remains of
feudalism in France were destroyed. The nobles
gave up feudal dues as well as their exemption from
taxation. They also agreed that all male citizens
could hold government, army, or church office.

The Declaration of Rights
With the old order abolished, the deputies

turned to ensuring the equality of all citizens before
the law. Inspired by the American Declaration of
Independence and Constitution, as well as the
English Bill of Rights, the National Assembly com-
posed the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of
the Citizen in late August 1789. It is in the French
Constitution today.

The Declaration of Rights, which incorporated
the ideas of Enlightenment writers Locke,
Montesquieu, and Rousseau, stated that all people
are equal before the law. It also guaranteed freedom
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of speech, press, and religion, and protected against
arbitrary arrest and punishment.

The Declaration, however, did not grant equal
rights to women. When the journalist Olympe de
Gouges and other women called for equality, revolu-
tionary leaders rejected their demands. Women did,
however, benefit from reforms that made divorce
easier and allowed them to inherit property.

March to Versailles
The king refused to accept the new reforms

and the Declaration of Rights. This rejection
raised the fears of the citizens of Paris that he
would take action against the National Assembly.
The people wanted Louis to move to Paris from
his countryside palace in the town of Versailles to
show his support for the Assembly.

In October 1789 thousands of women demand-
ing bread marched in the rain to the king’s palace in
Versailles. Wielding sticks and pitchforks, the angry
mob surrounded the palace, shouting for the king
and queen. As the cries grew louder and armed
guards were not able to hold back the surging
crowd, the king declared at last, “My friends, I will
go to Paris with my wife and children.”

That afternoon, women waving banners and
loaves of bread on bayonets surrounded the king’s
carriage as it drove from Versailles to Paris. In Paris,
fervent anti-royalists watched the king, Marie
Antoinette, and their two children. A few days later
the National Assembly moved to Paris.

A New France
With the king and the National Assembly set-

tled in Paris, government affairs began to move for-
ward again. The delegates could turn their atten-
tion to political reforms.

Political Reforms
One problem faced by the National Assembly

was government financing. With the backing of a
liberal bishop, Maurice de Talleyrand, the
Assembly in 1790 voted to take and sell church
lands to pay off the huge government debt. To
weaken the power of the Catholic Church, it also
passed the Civil Constitution of the Clergy, a mea-
sure that placed the French Church under govern-
ment control and turned the clergy into elected,
salaried officials. The Civil Constitution created a
deep rift between the Church and the Revolution.
Pope Pius VI condemned the legislation, and many
clergy refused to accept it. Other opponents of the
Civil Constitution were many conservative peas-
ants in the provinces. 

The Constitution of 1791
In 1791 the National Assembly presented a new

constitution to the people. The constitution kept the
monarchy but limited royal powers. It set up a uni-
cameral legislature, or one-house assembly, whose
members were to be chosen by voters. Although
equal rights were declared for all, the suffrage, or

Chapter 22 The French Revolution 565

Louis XVI
Arrested at

Varennes (engraving) After
an attempted escape in
June 1791, the royal family
was watched closely in
Paris. Why did revolutionary
leaders declare war on
Austria?

History
Visualizing



the right to vote, was limited to only males who
paid a minimum tax.

To the moderates, the Constitution of 1791 had
achieved their goals. It guaranteed basic rights and
created a limited monarchy largely controlled by
the wealthy middle class and freed from the power
of the Church and the nobles. However, many
French people were not happy with the
Constitution. For some, the reforms had gone too
far; for others, not far enough. Delegates in the
newly elected Legislative Assembly were seated
according to their political beliefs: the reactionary
royalists on the right; the moderates in the center;
and the radicals, who wanted a republic, on the left.
Today political scientists use the terms right, center,
and left to describe similar political positions.

As political groups became more divided,
France entered one of the most tumultuous 
periods in its history. Disagreements led to unrest
and violence. Many upper-class people feared the
breakdown of law and order.

Decline of the Monarchy
Living in Paris, Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette

were aware of the unrest. In June 1791 they decided
to flee to Austria, where the queen’s brother was
emperor. Disguised as ordinary people, the royal
family left Paris in a carriage late at night.

A bystander recognized the king at a road stop
in Varennes, a town east of Paris. Soldiers immedi-
ately arrested the royal family, returning them to
Paris. A virtual prisoner, Louis reluctantly accepted
the limited monarchy established by the National
Assembly. The limited monarchy, though, had little
chance of success, for the people distrusted the king
and were leaning toward a republic.

As news of the revolt against the French
monarchy spread, German and Austrian monarchs
began to worry about the stability of their own gov-
ernments. French émigrés (EH•mih•GRAY), nobles
who had fled France, hoped to restore Louis XVI to
full power. The émigrés tried to convince the lead-
ers of these governments that their own rule would
be threatened unless they halted the revolution.

Meanwhile French revolutionary leaders, fear-
ing that Austria would try to reinstate Louis,
declared war on Austria in 1792. Austria was soon
supported by other monarchies, including Prussia
and Sardinia.

War threw France into total upheaval. In
August 1792, Paris crowds attacked the king’s
palace and killed many royal guards. Seeking pro-
tection, the king and his family fled to the
Legislative Assembly. There they were given no
safety; instead the radicals voted for their impris-
onment. A month later, Paris mobs carried out 
the “September massacres,” killing imprisoned
nobles and priests accused of political crimes.
Meanwhile, the radicals took over the Assembly
and called for a National Convention to create a
new constitution. They also extended the vote to all
males, whether or not they owned property.
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I
n September 1792 the French revolution-
ary leaders faced the result of their 
declaration of war on Austria and

Prussia. Prussian troops had taken the major
French fort of Verdun, and the road to Paris was
now open for them. As fear gripped the country,
Georges-Jacques Danton, a revolutionary orator,
exclaimed: “All are burning with a desire to fight!
We need boldness … and France will be saved.”

In response to Danton’s words, thousands of
volunteers came forward to defend the revolution.
A week later, thoughts of defeat vanished when the
French army won an astonishing victory at Valmy,
less than 100 miles (161 km) from Paris. The French
commander later wrote in his diary:

Our soldiers were badly clothed, they
had no straw to sleep on, no blankets,
they sometimes went two days without
bread. I never once saw them complain.…
The tiredness and hardship they have
suffered have been rewarded. The enemy
has [yielded] to the season, misery, and
illness. Its formidable army is in flight,
its numbers halved….

—Commander Dumouriez, 1792

The victory at Valmy boosted the spirits of the
revolutionaries. French forces had halted the pow-
erful armies of Europe’s monarchs and had saved
the revolution for the time being.

The French Republic
As cannons thundered at Valmy, the National

Convention met in Paris to create a new govern-
ment for France. Shouts of “Long live the Nation!”
echoed through the chamber as the delegates ended
the monarchy and made France a republic.

            King Louis XVI is 
beheaded on the guillotine.

1793             
The Directory comes to 
power in France.

1795             Napoleon
helps to overthrow
the Directory.

          1799

1792 1794 17981796 1800
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Paul Lemieux was both excited and anxious.
At age 16 he had just received a notice that he
would be one of the 3,000 young citizens to 
attend the new School of Mars. The Committee of
Public Safety created the new school for learning
and public military instruction. He read the
Committee’s report, “Loyalty to your own families
must end when the great family calls you. The
Republic leaves to parents the guidance of your
first years, but as soon as your intelligence devel-

ops, it loudly pro-
claims the right it has
over you. You are
born for the Republic
and not to be the pride
of family despotism or
its victims.…” Paul
wondered how this
choice would affect his
life.

—from The Era of the
French Revolution,
1789-1799, Leo
Gershoy, 1957
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The National Convention met from 1792 to
1795. Its members—who were all male and mostly
lawyers, doctors, and other middle-class profes-
sionals—passed into law a number of democratic
reforms. The Convention wrote France’s first
democratic constitution. The constitution placed
political power in a single national legislature
based on universal male suffrage, meaning that
every man could vote, whether or not he owned
property. Convention members also replaced the
monarchy’s confusing system of weights and mea-
sures with the metric system still used throughout
the world today.

The National Convention also adopted a new
calendar, naming September 22, 1792—the date of
the republic’s creation—as the first day of the Year
I of Liberty. The year was divided into months with
such names as Nivôse (“the snowy month”),
Germinal (“seed time”), and Thermidor (“the warm
month”). Although this calendar did not last, it and
the other democratic reforms expressed the French
people’s hope that the republic would be the dawn
of a new era of freedom.  

Death of a King
Before it could enter the republican era, the

Convention had to deal with the legacy of the past.
Its first task was to decide Louis XVI’s fate. In
November 1792 a large iron box holding Louis’s
secret correspondence with foreign monarchs was
found in the royal palace. Although the letters pro-
vided little evidence against Louis, the radicals suc-
cessfully used them to discredit the royal family.

In December 1792 Louis was tried before the
Convention and convicted of having ”conspired
against the liberty of the nation.“ In January 1793 he
was beheaded on the guillotine—a killing machine
the revolutionaries had adopted as a humane
means of execution. As he faced execution, the king
reportedly said:

I forgive my enemies; I trust that my death
will be for the happiness of my people,
but I grieve for France and I fear that she
may suffer the anger of the Lord.

Parisian crowds joyously celebrated the king’s
death. For them, it meant that there was no turning
back; the republic would remain.

Toward the Future
In the days that followed, republican enthusiasm

swept the country. Parisians were the most fervent.
The sans-culottes—Paris’s shopkeepers, artisans, and
workers—saw themselves as heroes and heroines
and demanded respect from the upper classes.

Soon even wealthy Parisians addressed each
other as “citizen” or “citizeness” rather than “mis-
ter” or “madame.” They rejected elaborate clothes
and powdered wigs in favor of simple styles. Men
wore long trousers instead of knee-length breeches
(hence the name sans-culottes, meaning “without
breeches”); women wore long dresses in the style of
ancient Rome.

While the nation celebrated the republic, debate
over the revolution’s future erupted in the
Convention. There, supporters of the sans-culottes
and extreme radicals called the Jacobins (JA•kuh•

buhns) formed the Mountain, so called because its
members sat on high benches at the rear of the hall.
Under leaders such as Maximilien Robespierre,
Georges-Jacques Danton, and Jean-Paul Marat, the
Mountain saw itself as the defender of the revolution
and as the voice of the people.

Across the aisle was a group of moderates
known as Girondists (juh•RAHN•dihsts), because
many of them came from the Gironde, a region in
southwestern France. The Girondists felt that the
revolution had gone far enough and wanted to 
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protect the wealthy middle class from radical
attacks. They organized support to resist the grow-
ing strength of the Mountain in Paris.

Seated between these two rivals on the main
floor was a group called the Plain. It was made up
of undecided deputies who were a majority of the
Convention. As the influence of the sans-culottes
increased during 1793, members of the Plain came
to support the Mountain. Together, they helped
make the revolution more radical, more open to
extreme and violent change.

Spreading the Revolution
Meanwhile, Europe’s monarchs viewed events

in France with horror. After Louis’s execution, they
feared democratic revolutions could spread from
France and endanger their thrones and their lives.
In January 1793 the monarchs of Great Britain, the
Netherlands, Spain, and Sardinia joined those of
Austria and Prussia in an alliance against the revo-
lutionary government of France.

French Expansion
At the same time, France’s leaders were deter-

mined to overthrow royalty everywhere. Early in
1793 Danton declared that “the kings in alliance try
to frighten us, [but] we hurl at their feet, as a gage
of battle, the French king’s head.” He then called
upon French forces to expand France’s territories to
their natural frontiers: the Alps, the Pyrenees, the
Rhine River, and the Mediterranean Sea.

In response to this call, an army made up of
volunteers poured outward from France, eager to
seize the natural frontiers and to bring “liberty,
equality, and fraternity” to Europe’s peoples.
Although poorly trained, the French forces often
caught the enemy off guard and won many battles.
The enemy’s professional soldiers, however, soon
inflicted on the French a string of defeats. In
despair, the French commander in chief abandoned
his troops and surrendered.

As French forces retreated, the National
Convention took steps to repel the foreign invasion.
It formed the Committee of Public Safety to direct
the entire war effort. In the summer of 1793 the
Committee adopted conscription, or the draft, call-
ing up all men between the ages of 18 and 45 for
military service. It also called upon the skills and
resources of all civilians, both men and women. The
Committee turned the conflict into what has been
called the world’s first “people’s war.”

The Revolution in Crisis
While waging war, France’s revolutionaries

had to struggle with problems at home. A fierce
civil war raged in western France as royalist peas-
ants revolted against the revolutionaries. They
were angered by the drafting of their sons to fight a
war they opposed. Mobs in French cities rioted to
protest rising food prices and food shortages.

Meanwhile, the government itself was
embroiled in a political crisis. The Girondists
accused the Jacobins of seeking the favor of the
mob. The Jacobins responded by charging that the
Girondists were secretly royalists. The Jacobins in
the Mountain won control of the Convention and
arrested Girondist delegates.

In retaliation Girondist supporters rebelled
against the Jacobins in the Convention. During the
uprising Charlotte Corday, a loyal Girondist sup-
porter, killed the Jacobin leader Marat and was sent
to the guillotine. 
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The Wax Museum
A young Swiss woman 
living in Paris immortalized

the revolution’s leaders by making wax models of
them. She escaped to London, where she opened
a museum—Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition—that is
open today.



The Reign of Terror
Overwhelmed by enemies at home and abroad,

the Jacobins set out to crush all opposition within
France. This effort, known as the Reign of Terror,
lasted from July 1793 to July 1794.

Crushing Opposition
During the Terror, neighborhood watch com-

mittees hunted down suspected traitors and turned
them over to the courts. Pressured by mobs, the
courts carried out swift trials and handed down
harsh sentences. Innocent people often suffered—
many of them sentenced because of false statements
made by hostile neighbors. Among the victims of
the Terror was Marie Antoinette, Louis XVI’s wife.
Royalty and aristocrats, however, were only a few of
those killed. Historians estimate that about 85 
percent of the 40,000 people who died were 
probably commoners—merchants, laborers, and
peasants. The Committee of Public Safety ruled
France, and Robespierre ruled the committee.

Republic of Virtue
Meanwhile, the Jacobin-controlled Committee

of Public Safety went about setting up the “Republic
of Virtue.” By this the Jacobins meant a democratic
republic made up of good citizens. Toward this end,
the Committee opened new schools and promoted
the idea of universal elementary education. In eco-
nomic matters, it issued pamphlets to teach farmers
agricultural skills and introduced temporary wage
and price controls to halt inflation. In the area of
human rights, it abolished slavery in France’s
colonies and encouraged religious toleration.

Radical revolutionaries, however, bitterly
opposed Catholicism because of its traditional links
with monarchy and its claim to be the sole 
source of religious truth. They closed churches or
turned them into “temples of reason.” Fearing a
further loss of support for the revolution among
believers, the Committee opposed these actions.
Robespierre himself sponsored the worship of a
Supreme Being in an effort to unite Catholics,
deists, and nonbelievers.

of theof the

Revolutionary Life
Although the causes of the French Revolution

had existed for years, the events of 1789 
sparked the beginning of the revolution.

After a failed harvest caused
bread prices to increase, about
6,000 Parisian women marched
on Versailles.
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End of the Terror
By the spring of 1794, the French had taken the

offensive in the war. With the republic out of dan-
ger, Danton and his supporters called for an end to
the Terror. Robespierre, however, accused them of
treason and had them sent to the guillotine. Fearing
for their own safety, other leaders then turned
against Robespierre and had him executed. The day
after the execution, a Paris newspaper expressed
the relief that everyone felt: “We are all throwing
ourselves into each other’s arms.”

After Robespierre’s death, the Jacobins lost power
and the Terror came to an end. A reaction against
Jacobin ideas began, and the wealthier middle class
took control of the Convention. Fashions changed
as people rebelled against the “Republic of Virtue.”
Once again, people wore knee breeches, luxurious
dresses, and wigs. Price controls were relaxed, and
prices rose sharply, causing hardship for the poor.
Riots broke out, but the leaderless lower classes were
easily put down by the army. By mid-1794, many
people even favored a restoration of the monarchy.

The Directory
After Robespierre’s fall the Convention briefly

carried on as France’s government. In 1795 it wrote a
new constitution. Universal male suffrage was
ended; only citizens who owned property could
vote. This constitution, in effect, brought the govern-
ment under the control of the wealthy middle class.
The constitution also set up an executive council of
five men called directors. The Directory, as the coun-
cil was called, ruled with a two-house legislature.

Once in power the Directory faced many ene-
mies. Despite the Terror, enough royalists remained
to threaten a takeover. Even more alarming was the
growing discontent of the radical sans-culottes,
angered by food shortages and rising prices. During
its rule from 1795 to 1799, the Directory used the
army to put down uprisings by both groups.

Meanwhile, the Directory made little effort to
resolve a growing gap between the rich and the
poor people of France. It was having its own prob-
lems: the revolutionary government was on the

REFLECTING ON THE TIMES

1. Why would these images cause European
monarchs to react in horror?

2. How might peasants in neighboring European
countries react?
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Symbols of the revolution
carried the message of liberty,
equality, and fraternity—or
death.
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This dreaded machine, pictured here in 
eerie stillness, embodies the violence and
upheaval of the French Revolution. Yet this
device used to chop off heads represents not

only the terror of the revolution but also its reforms.
The guillotine was adopted as a more humane form of
capital punishment, a civilized advance over hanging
or the executioner’s ax. The swift, sharp blade was,
according to its French inventor, Dr. Joseph-Ignace

Guillotin, “a cool breath on the back of the neck.”
A saga of social and political upheaval, the French

Revolution transformed the people of France from
subjects of an absolute monarch to citizens of a
nation. The revolution marked the beginning of the
modern age in Europe. “It roused passions,” said 19th-
century French writer Alexis de Tocqueville, that
“revolutions had never before excited.” In France peo-
ple still argue over its importance and meaning. �

Guillotine
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brink of bankruptcy, and the directors were beset
by financial and moral scandals in their personal
lives. As the Directory appeared more and more
inept, French people of all classes looked to the
power of the army to save France from ruin.

Napoleon Takes Over
As the Directory faced growing unpopularity

at home, the French army won victories in the con-
tinuing war with the European monarchies. One of
the many able French military leaders who attract-
ed public attention was a young general named
Napoleon Bonaparte.

Napoleon’s Early Fame
During the French Revolution, Napoleon’s

great military skills won him quick promotion to
the rank of general. In 1795, at age 26, he crushed an
uprising against the Directory. Napoleon placed his
artillery so that he cleared the streets of Paris “with
a whiff of grapeshot.”

A year later Napoleon married Josephine de
Beauharnais, a leader of Paris society. Using
Josephine’s connections, he won command of the
French army that was fighting the Austrians in
Italy. Upon arriving, Napoleon improved the sol-
diers’ conditions and mustered their support.

Massing French forces at weak points on the
enemy’s line, Napoleon defeated the Austrians and
forced them to give France most of northern Italy.
Napoleon, France’s leading general, was now ready
to influence events at home.

Napoleon’s Bold Move
In 1799 Napoleon seized his opportunity. For

more than a year, he had been fighting the British
in Egypt, hoping to cut off Britain’s trade with the
Middle East and India. Napoleon won victories on
land against Egyptian forces. However, the British

navy under Admiral Horatio Nelson destroyed
the French fleet that was located at a harbor east
of Alexandria. French forces were left stranded
among the Pyramids. Hearing of the troubled
political situation back home, Napoleon aban-
doned his army in Egypt and returned to France.

Napoleon landed unannounced on the
French Mediterranean coast in October 1799. He
was greeted in Paris by cheering crowds. Quickly,
Napoleon joined leaders in a coup d’état, or a
quick seizure of power, against the Directory.
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to show how the French
Revolution led to war between
France and its neighbors.

Recall
2. Define conscription, coup d’état.
3. Identify Jacobins, Girondists,

Reign of Terror, Napoleon
Bonaparte.

Critical Thinking
4. Applying Knowledge

Describe how one revolu-
tionary leader succeeded—

or failed—in carrying out the
ideals of “liberty, equality, and
fraternity.”

Understanding Themes
5. Conflict What conditions led

to the Reign of Terror? Why
did the French revolutionaries
use such violent and drastic
measures?

Napoleon Crossing the Great St. Bernard 
by Jacques-Louis David. Chateau de

Malmaison, Ruiel-Malmaison, France Known for his
classical style, David was the leading artist of the
French Revolution. How does David portray Napoleon?
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I
n 1804 Napoleon named himself Emperor
of the French. At the brilliant coronation
ceremony in Paris, the people witnessed

an astonishing act. Napoleon took the crown from
the pope’s hands and placed it on his own head.
Napoleon’s action spoke loudly of his intention to
be a strong ruler. How had the French government
been transformed from a democracy to an empire
in five short years?

The Consulate
After his successful overthrow of the Directory

in 1799, Napoleon had proclaimed a new constitu-
tion, which theoretically established a republic. The
constitution actually set up a dictatorship, a gov-
ernment headed by an absolute ruler. The executive
branch was a committee of three members, called
consuls, who took their title from ancient Rome.
Napoleon, however, became First Consul and
quickly concentrated power in his own hands.

Restoring Order
Napoleon wanted to bring order to the country.

One of his first goals was to restructure the govern-
ment. Although he tried to keep many of the revo-
lutionary reforms, Napoleon replaced elected local
officials with men he appointed himself. He also
placed education under the control of the national
government, creating technical schools, universi-
ties, and secondary schools. The secondary schools,
called lycées (lee•SAY), were designed to provide
well-educated, patriotic government workers.
Although students who attended the lycées came
mostly from wealthy families, some poorer stu-
dents received scholarships. In this way the French
schools were a step toward a public school system
open to all children.

Napoleon also changed the country’s financial
system. He created the Bank of France and required
that every citizen pay taxes. The collected taxes

> Terms to Define
dictatorship, plebiscite, nationalism

> People to Meet
Duke of Wellington, Alexander I, Louis XVIII

> Places to Locate
Trafalgar, Moscow, Waterloo

            France signs Treaty 
of Amiens with Great Britain.

1802             
Napoleon
invades Russia.

1812            Napoleon
names himself Emperor 
of the French.

          1804             Duke of Wellington
wins Battle of Waterloo.
          1815

1800 18201810

Carl von Clausewitz, a military theoretician,
analyzed the French disaster in Russia: “[Napoleon]
had hoped from that centre [Moscow],
to influence by opinion [St.]Petersburg and the
whole of Russia.… He reached Moscow with
90,000 men, he should have reached it with
200,000. This would have been possible if he had
handled his army with more care and forbearance.
But these were qualities unknown to him.… It is,

moreover, to be considered as a great
neglect … to have made so 
little preparation as he did 

for retreat.”

—translated from
Campaign 

of 1812 in Russia, Carl von 
Clausewitz, 1835

S e c t i o n 4

Napoleon’s Empire

S
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Napoleon 
Bonaparte

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea Napoleon built and then lost
an empire.



were deposited in the bank and used by the gov-
ernment to make loans to businesses. These
changes gradually brought inflation and high
prices under control.

Napoleon’s many supporters welcomed his
strong government and the peace and order it
brought. In 1802 Napoleon named himself Consul
for life. This move was overwhelmingly approved
by a plebiscite, or popular vote.

The Napoleonic Code
Many historians say that Napoleon made his

greatest impact on French law. Old feudal and royal
laws were often contradictory and confusing. To
make French law clear and consistent, Napoleon had
a new law code written. Commonly known as the
Napoleonic Code, it was based on Enlightenment
ideas, such as the equality of all citizens before the
law, religious toleration, and advancement based
on merit. However, the Code placed the state above
the individual. For example, it limited freedom of
speech and press by allowing the censorship of
books, plays, and pamphlets. Women also lost

many of the rights they had gained during the rev-
olution. Male heads of households were given
extensive authority over wives and minor children.

The Church
Napoleon also made peace with the Catholic

Church. Realizing that French Catholics had object-
ed to the Civil Constitution of the Clergy, he nego-
tiated an agreement called the Concordat of 1801
with Pope Pius VII. In this agreement Napoleon
acknowledged that Catholicism was the religion of
the majority of French people but affirmed religious
toleration for all. Napoleon did, however, retain the
right to name all bishops, who had to swear alle-
giance to the state. The pope agreed to accept the
loss of church lands; in return the state agreed to
pay salaries to the Catholic clergy.

Building an Empire
Although Napoleon proved that he was an able

administrator, he was more interested in building
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The Consecration of Emperor Napoleon I and the Coronation of the Empress
Josephine (detail) by Jacques-Louis David. The Louvre, Paris, France

In imitation of Pepin and Charlemagne, Napoleon seized the crown from Pope Pius VII
and placed it on his own head in 1804. A virtual dictator, Napoleon had the support of
most people in France. How had Napoleon earlier made peace with the Catholic Church?
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an empire. Soon after becoming First Consul,
Napoleon commanded the French forces that
defeated both Italy and Austria. He also persuaded
Russia to withdraw from the war. Though
Napoleon was not able to defeat the British navy,
the British were ready for peace because their com-
merce had suffered during the war. The two pow-
ers signed the Treaty of Amiens in March 1802.

Over the next few years Napoleon combined
his talents as a masterful military leader and bril-
liant diplomat to build an empire. In 1804 he named
himself Emperor of the French and soon set his
armies on the road to conquest.

The Battle of Trafalgar
Despite his successes on the continent of

Europe, Great Britain remained Napoleon’s most
tenacious enemy. By 1805 Napoleon felt he was
ready to invade Great Britain from the English
Channel; his fleet never made it that far, however.
In October 1805 at the Battle of Trafalgar, off the
southern coast of Spain, the British admiral Lord
Nelson soundly defeated the French navy, remov-
ing once and for all the possibility of a French inva-
sion of Great Britain.

Economic Blockades
After Trafalgar, Napoleon decided to use eco-

nomic warfare against the British. He believed he
could defeat Great Britain by destroying its eco-
nomic lifeline—trade. In a plan called the
Continental System, Napoleon ordered all
European nations he had conquered to stop trade
with the British. In another decree he forbade British
imports entry to the European ports that he con-
trolled. Napoleon also required Russia and Prussia
to go along with the blockade of British goods.

Meanwhile, Great Britain responded to the
trade blockade with a counterthreat: Any ship on
its way to a European port had to stop first at a
British port. Napoleon responded that he would
seize any ship that did so.

This conflict put the United States and other
neutral nations in a difficult position. The United
States relied heavily on its trade with both Great
Britain and France. If the United States ignored the
British threat, American ships would be seized by
the British navy. If the United States obeyed the
British, the French navy would seize its ships. This
conflict on the seas was one of the causes that even-
tually led to the War of 1812 between the United
States and Great Britain.

Despite the blockades, the aggressive British
navy did maintain control of the seas, and
Napoleon’s Continental System failed. French trade

suffered, and the French economy worsened. Yet
Napoleon’s empire kept growing as he continued
to win battles on land.

Napoleonic Europe
By 1812 Napoleon controlled most of Europe.

France’s boundaries now extended to the Russian
border. Through successful French military con-
quests, Napoleon became king of Italy, his brother
Joseph became king of Naples and later Spain, and
his other brother, Louis, became king of Holland.
Napoleon then abolished the Holy Roman Empire
and created the Confederation of the Rhine, a loose
organization of the German states. This move led
Prussia to declare war on France, but the French
easily crushed the weak Prussian army.

The people who lived in the countries under
Napoleon’s rule resented paying taxes to France
and sending soldiers to serve in Napoleon’s armies.
This resentment ignited in the conquered people a
feeling of nationalism, the yearning for self-rule
and restoration of their customs and traditions.
Nationalism helped stir revolts against French rule
throughout Europe.

The first signs of trouble appeared in Spain,
where Spanish forces carried out guerrilla 
warfare, or hit-and-run attacks, on French forces. 
In 1812, aided by British troops under the com-
mand of Arthur Wellesley (later named Duke of
Wellington), the Spaniards overthrew their French
occupiers. They reinstated their old king under 
a system of limited monarchy. Prussia also joined 
in the revolt against Napoleon, as nationalist 
leaders rebuilt its army and amassed political 
support in the hope of ridding themselves of
French rule.

Downfall of the Empire
When Russia joined the movement against

Napoleon, it signaled the end of the empire. Czar
Alexander I of Russia viewed Napoleon’s control
of Europe as a threat to Russia. Additionally,
Napoleon’s Continental System had hurt the
Russian economy. In 1811 Alexander withdrew
from the Continental System and resumed trade
with Great Britain.

The Invasion of Russia
Alexander’s withdrawal outraged Napoleon,

leading him to invade Russia. Napoleon assembled
a massive army of 600,000 soldiers from countries
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throughout Europe. The long French march toward
Moscow began in May 1812. The Russians, howev-
er, refused to yield to Napoleon’s threat. They
retreated to central Russia, adopting a “scorched-
earth policy” in which they burned everything as
they went. On September 14, one of Napoleon’s
men finally saw the city of Moscow from a nearby
hill. But the day after the French entered Moscow, a
giant fire, probably started by Russian patriots,
destroyed most of the city.

Shortly afterward the harsh Russian winter
began to set in, and the French army could not
remain in Russia without shelter. Despite the 
difficult conditions, Napoleon delayed before
ordering a retreat. When the French troops finally
did withdraw, the Russians relentlessly attacked
them. Amid the extreme conditions the retreat
became a rout. Of the 600,000 soldiers who entered
Russia, about 400,000 died of battle wounds, 
starvation, and exposure.

Defeat
The Russian blow to Napoleon’s power ruined

him. Russians, Prussians, Spaniards, English, and
Austrians sent armies against him. Russia and Prussia
announced a War of Liberation. Joined by Austria,
they defeated Napoleon at Leipzig in Saxony, part of
present-day Germany, in October 1813.

By March 1814 the allies were in Paris, forcing
Napoleon to surrender and abdicate as emperor.
The victors restored the French throne to Louis
XVIII, the brother of Louis XVI. Napoleon was
exiled to Elba, an island off the coast of Italy. The
boundaries of France were reduced to those of 1792.

Still determined to rule, Napoleon returned to
France on March 1, 1815, and easily won support.
The troops of Louis XVIII deserted to their former
commander when Napoleon announced, “Your
general, summoned to the throne by the prayer of
the people and raised upon your shields, is now
restored to you; come and join him.” In a period
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Examine ways in which revolution-
ary music can be used to motivate 
people. Can you think of cases today
where music is used to unite people?

known as the Hundred Days, Napoleon again
reigned as emperor. To avoid war he announced
that France wanted no more territory.

The European governments, however, feared
that Napoleon might regain his former strength.
Determined to stop him, the armies of Prussia,
Great Britain, and the Netherlands advanced
toward France under the command of the Duke of
Wellington. Napoleon met them at Waterloo in the
Austrian Netherlands in June 1815; the French
troops were decisively defeated. Napoleon was
placed under house arrest on the island of Saint
Helena in the South Atlantic. He died there in 1821.

Napoleon’s Legacy
Napoleon did not allow true representative

government. He did, however, secure the revolu-
tion in France and spread throughout Europe ideas
such as equality before the law, religious toleration,
and advancement by merit rather than by birth.
Napoleon’s rule also set uniform standards of gov-
ernment, reformed tax systems, promoted educa-
tion, and improved agriculture and industry. After
the collapse of Napoleon’s empire, many
Europeans still wanted to keep these benefits from
the French Revolution. They especially did not for-
get their taste of freedom from absolute monarchy. 
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Main Idea
1. Use a diagram like the one

below to identify reasons for
the rise and fall of Napoleon’s
empire.

Recall
2. Define dictatorship, plebiscite,

nationalism.
3. Identify the Napoleonic Code,

the Continental System, Duke
of Wellington, Alexander I,
Louis XVIII, Waterloo.

Critical Thinking
4. Making Comparisons

Compare Napoleon’s rule 

after the French Revolution 
to Cromwell’s rule after the 
English Civil War.

Understanding Themes
5. Movement How did the 

principles of the French Revolu-
tion spread throughout Europe
and contribute to the rise of
nationalism in other countries?

Music of Revolutions

The French Revolution found its voice
in a rousing march written in 1792 by Joseph
Rouget de Lisle, a young captain in the army
engineers. The march, later known as “The
Marseillaise,” rallied French citizens:

To arms, citizens!
Form your battalions,
Let us march, let us march!

“The Marseillaise” became
the French national anthem in
1795. Because of its revolution-
ary character, it was banned
under the reigns of Napoleon,
Louis XVIII, and Napoleon III. It
once again became the national
anthem in 1879.

Rouget de Lisle
Singing “The
Marseillaise” at
Dietrich’s by
Isidore Pils

The best-known and most enduring
song of the American Revolution was “Yan-
kee Doodle.” The British had originally used
the term “yankee” as an insult. Singing “Yan-
kee Doodle” as they marched, the British
showed scorn for the American soldiers. The
American colonists, however, turned the
insult into a battle cry for freedom.

Revolutionary and protest groups today
use music to gain public support. For exam-
ple, since the 1960s, “We Shall Overcome”
has been a unifying force in movements for
freedom throughout the world.

Napoleon’s Rise and Fall

FallRise
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When you divide a pizza among four
people, it is easy to estimate where the
circle should be sliced. A circle graph

is similar to a round pizza. Circle graphs are use-
ful for showing percentages, such as 25 percent of
a pizza. A line or bar graph, however, can be used
to show changes over a period of time. 

Most graphs also use words to identify or
label information. These steps will help you inter-
pret graphs.

• Read the title.
• Read the captions and text.
• Determine the relationships among all 

sections of the graph.

Learning the Skill
The circle on the right visually compares the

time periods from the information about revolu-
tion and empire in France between 1789 and 1815.

1. Estates-General and National Assembly
May 1789–September 1791
Limited constitutional monarchy

2. Legislative Assembly
October 1791–September 1792
New constitution; delegates seated
according to political beliefs

3. National Convention
September 1792–October 1795
King executed; Reign of Terror

4. Directory
October 1795–November 1799
New constitution with bicameral 
legislature, five executive directors;
Napoleon seizes control

5. Consulate 
December 1799–May 1804
New constitution sets up three consuls;
Napoleon rules

6. Empire
May 1804–June 1815
Napoleon I, emperor until overthrown

Practicing the Skill
Study the graph and answer the following:

1. What was the longest of the six periods of the
French Revolution?

2. What was the shortest of the six periods?
3. About what percentage of the total time did

Napoleon rule France (during the Consulate
and Empire)?

4. About what percentage of the time did the
Directory rule?

Applying the Skill
Draw a circle graph showing the major 

divisions of your day.

For More Practice
Turn to the Skill Practice in the Chapter

Assessment on page 589.

Interpreting Graphs

5. Consulate

6. Empire
4. Directory

1. Estates-General
      and National Assembly

3. National 
     Convention

2. Legislative 
     Assembly

Revolution and Empire 1789–1815

Social StudiesSocial Studies

The Glencoe Skillbuilder
Interactive Workbook, Level 2
provides instruction and practice 
in key social studies skills.



W
alking along the streets of Vienna,
Austria, in the autumn of 1814 were
the kings, princes, and diplomats

who had gathered for a peace conference known as
the Congress of Vienna. With Napoleon in exile, the
delegates had come to Vienna to restore order and
stability in Europe after nearly 25 years of war.

The Congress met from September 1814 to June
1815. Nearly every European nation sent delegates,
but the Congress’s main work was done by Austria’s
Prince Klemens von Metternich of Austria, Russia’s
Czar Alexander I, and Great Britain’s Lord Robert
Castlereagh (KAS•uhl•ray). Prince Maurice de Talley-
rand, once a bishop, represented defeated France.

The Congress of Vienna
Austria’s chief minister, Prince Klemens von

Metternich, served as host to the Congress and
presided over it. Metternich believed that in order
to establish European stability, Europe should be
restored to the way it was before the French
Revolution. To achieve his goal, Metternich main-
tained that settlements reached at Vienna would be
guided by three principles: compensation, legitima-
cy, and balance of power. Compensation meant that
all countries should be repaid for the expenses they
incurred while fighting the French. By legitimacy,
Metternich meant restoring to power the royal fam-
ilies who had ruled before Napoleon. Finally, bal-
ance of power meant that no country should ever
again dominate continental Europe.

Redrawing the Map
As the victors of the war claimed their rewards,

they redrew the map of Europe. France was forced
to give up its recently gained territory and to pay a
large indemnity, or compensation, to other coun-
tries for war damages. Although Great Britain did
not gain land in continental Europe, it took from
France most of its remaining islands in the West

580 Chapter 22 The French Revolution

> Terms to Define
buffer state, reactionary, liberalism

> People to Meet
Prince Klemens von Metternich

> Places to Locate
Vienna

            Congress
of Vienna meets.

1814             Greek nationalists 
revolt against Turkish rule.

1821            Carlsbad
Decrees impose 
censorship in Prussia.

          1819

1810 1815 18251820

Vienna, native city of Haydn, home of Brahms,
and host to Europe’s greatest musicians, was known
for its opera and its pageantry. The medieval streets
of the old city, dominated by the tall Gothic tower of
St. Stephen’s Cathedral, were once occupied by
Napoleon’s troops. Now Vienna would host the vic-

torious assembled aris-
tocracies. The czar of
Russia, the kings of
Prussia, Denmark,
Bavaria, and Saxony,
and the nobility dined
at forty lavish tables in
the Hofburg. Colorful
military parades, fire-
works, balls in the
Grand Hall, and
Beethoven’s concerts all

served to disguise the serious dis-
cussions that would establish
Europe’s “balance of power.”

—adapted from Western
Civilization, an Urban Perspective,
F. Roy Willis, 1973

S e c t i o n 5

Peace in Europe

S
The
toryteller

The Old University
in Vienna

Read to Find Out 
Main Idea The plans of the reaction-
aries to thwart the spread of liberalism in
Europe were fairly successful.



Indies. Austria gained the Italian provinces of
Lombardy and Venetia as well as territory on the
eastern coast of the Adriatic Sea.

At the conference Prussia and Russia also made
it known that they wanted to expand their borders
by seizing formerly French-held lands. Yet Great
Britain and Austria feared that increased Prussian
and Russian influence in central Europe would lead
to an imbalance of power on the continent. To put
pressure on Prussia and Russia, Great Britain and
Austria made an agreement with France. The agree-
ment bound the three powers—Great Britain,
Austria, and France—to resist any further Prussian
or Russian territorial expansion in Europe by
armed force if it was necessary.

In the end a compromise was reached. Prussia
received extensive territories along the Rhine River
and almost half the kingdom of Saxony for its com-
pensation. Russia received most of the Polish 

territory formerly held by Prussia and Austria. This
increased the Polish territory held by Russia. A new
kingdom of Poland was then formed under the czar.

Restoring the Monarchies
Once the territorial compensation was settled,

delegates at the Congress of Vienna turned to stabi-
lizing European governments. Believing that
divine-right monarchy was necessary for proper
order, the delegates made settlements based on
legitimate claims to the throne and restored the
absolute monarchs who ruled Europe before
Napoleon. The Congress reestablished royal dynas-
ties in France, Spain, Portugal, Naples, Sardinia,
and Sicily. In France the Congress officially recog-
nized the Bourbon heir Louis XVIII as the legiti-
mate, or legal, ruler.

To safeguard other ruling dynasties, the
Congress placed further controls on France. It
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European powers at the Congress of Vienna divided much of Napoleon’s territory
without regard to the national interests of the people living there. Compare the map 
on page 577 showing Europe at the height of Napoleon’s power.
1. Place1. Place How did the new boundaries created at the Congress of Vienna affect
     Polish hopes for a united nation?
2. Region2. Region What was the purpose of the new alliance formed in 1815? 

Europe After Congress of Vienna 1815



reduced French borders to those of 1790 and estab-
lished buffer states, or neutral territories, around
French territory. To the north of France, the
Austrian Netherlands and the Dutch Netherlands
became one country under the Dutch ruler. Thirty-
nine independent German states formed the
German Confederation, headed by Austria.
Switzerland regained its neutrality and indepen-
dence as a federal league of states. The Italian king-
dom of Piedmont united with the Mediterranean
island of Sardinia.

Forces Changing Europe
The diplomats responsible for most of the

agreements made at the Congress of Vienna were
reactionaries, people who opposed change and
wanted to return things to the way they had been in
earlier times. They strongly felt that Europe could
maintain peace only by returning to the tradition of
strong absolute monarchies in effect before the
French Revolution.

The reactionaries hoped that their plans would
thwart the spread of liberalism, a political philoso-
phy influencing European peoples in the 1800s. The
liberals accepted the ideas of the Enlightenment
and the democratic reforms of the French
Revolution. Believing in individual freedom, liber-
als supported ideas such as freedom of speech, free-
dom of the press, and religious freedom—which
had led to revolution.

The reactionaries also hoped to crush the rise of
nationalism throughout Europe. When they redrew
national boundaries, the delegates reflected the
wishes of the rulers rather than those of the people
they governed. The new boundaries thwarted the
nationalistic hopes of many European groups. For

example, the boundaries crushed the Polish peo-
ple’s hopes for a united nation of their own.
Instead, their land was parceled out among their
neighbors: Austria, Prussia, and Russia.

Alliances
The diplomats knew that nationalistic desires

for independence, democratic rule, and national
unity could well lead to revolution, and revolution
threatened everything they believed in. To prevent
democratic revolutions, they agreed to form new
alliances. Great Britain, Austria, Prussia, and Russia
joined in the Quadruple Alliance to maintain the
settlements of Vienna. The four powers concluded
the alliance in November 1815. France was admit-
ted three years later, when the members of the
alliance met for the first time at Aix-la-Chapelle.

According to the alliance agreement, represen-
tatives of the great powers were to meet periodical-
ly to discuss the security of Europe. Their goals
included preservation of territorial boundaries set
at the Congress of Vienna, exclusion of Napoleon
Bonaparte and his heirs from French rule, and pre-
vention of any revolutionary movements from tak-
ing hold in Europe.

With the goals of securing international order
based on “Justice, Christian Charity, and Peace,”
Czar Alexander I of Russia created the Holy
Alliance. Issued in the name of the czar, the Prussian
king, and the Austrian emperor, the Holy Alliance
called for Christian rulers in Europe to cooperate as
a union of monarchs. Metternich dismissed the idea
as “a loud-sounding nothing.” Nevertheless, all the
invited rulers joined the Holy Alliance except Pope
Pius VII and the British government. The pope had
said that “from time immemorial the papacy had
been in possession of Christian truth and needed no
new interpretation of it.” The British government

The serious
work of the

Congress of Vienna was nearly
overshadowed by lavish 
entertainment—plays, musi-
cals, and balls. What did
Metternich want to achieve by a
balance of power?

History
Visualizing
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excused itself on the grounds that, without approval
by Parliament, such an alliance would violate the
British constitution.

The Concert of Europe
The two alliances encouraged European nations

to work together to preserve the peace. The members
decided to have regular meetings, which became
known as the Concert of Europe. This system helped
to avoid major European conflicts by resolving local
problems peaceably.

For nearly 30 years, Metternich used the system
set up by the Congress of Vienna to achieve his own
political goals: to oppose liberalism and nationalism
and to defend absolute monarchies in Europe. His
beliefs came to be known as the Metternich system.

Metternich’s political goals and the Concert of
Europe did not go unchallenged, however. In
Germany university students demonstrated for 
liberal reforms and national unity. In response
Metternich persuaded King Frederick William III of
Prussia to pass a series of repressive measures in
1819. These Carlsbad Decrees imposed strict cen-
sorship on all publications and suppressed freedom
of speech. Metternich managed to end agitation in
Germany, but new challenges arose in other areas.

Liberal reformers in Spain, for example, forced
their monarch to agree to constitutional government
in 1820. Metternich pressured members of the
Quadruple Alliance to intervene in European coun-
tries and their territories to prevent the spread of lib-
eralism. Great Britain, with a tradition of liberalism
in government, opposed the action and broke from
the alliance. Metternich’s system did prevail, how-
ever, as French troops restored the Spanish king to
full power. But the spirit of revolt did not die, for
Spanish colonies in Latin America successfully
revolted against Spanish control during the 1820s.

The Greeks also fought for their independence
in 1821 against Turkish rule. Metternich intervened
by attempting to stop other countries from aiding
the rebellion. The British and the French assisted
the Greek nationalists despite Metternich’s threats.
Greece finally won independence in 1829.

The stable political system Metternich envi-
sioned throughout Europe would soon be under
attack. The nationalistic spirit fostered by the
French Revolution would not die in Europe.
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Main Idea
1. Use a chart like the one below

to list ways in which reactionar-
ies wanted to stop liberalism’s
spread in Europe.

Recall
2. Define buffer state, 

reactionary, liberalism.
3. Identify the Congress of 

Vienna, Prince Klemens von
Metternich, Quadruple Alliance.

Critical Thinking
4. Making Comparisons

Compare and contrast the 
political philosophies of a 

liberal and a reactionary in 
the 1800s.

Understanding Themes
5. Reaction Why was the 

Congress of Vienna made up
mostly of reactionaries? What
effect did their views and 
policies have on the spread 
of liberalism and nationalism
throughout Europe?

Metternich pushed for the creation
of the Quadruple Alliance. What was

the alliance’s major role?

History
Visualizing

Ways to Stop Liberalism

SECTION 5 ASSESSMENT
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A
s we have seen, litera-
ture can be a bridge to
the past, transporting

us to a world that may seem strange or
obscure at first, but that has much in
common with our own. Across the gap
between then and now we can see faces
that we recognize, situations that are
familiar, hopes that we share. The selec-
tion that follows was written by one of
France’s most celebrated writers, Victor
Hugo. Hugo lived from 1802 to 1885, a
time of dramatic and violent change for
France. In this scene, Monsieur
Gillenormand snoops through the
belongings of his grandson, Marius.
Assisting the grandfather is Marius’s
aunt. Marius’s father has recently died.

Les
Misérables

by Victor Hugo

from

M .Gillenormand, who had risen early
like all the elderly who are in good

health, had heard [Marius] come in, and hurried
as fast as he could with his old legs, to climb to
the top of the stairs where Marius’s room was,
to give him a kiss, question him while embrac-
ing him, and find out something about where
he had come from.

But the youth had taken less time to go
down than the old man to go up, and when
Grandfather Gillenormand went into the garret
room, Marius was no longer there.

The bed had not been disturbed, and on it
were trustingly laid the coat and the black 
ribbon.

“I like that better,” said M. Gillenormand.
And a moment later he entered the drawing

room [room for receiving guests] where Mlle.
Gillenormand the elder was already seated,
embroidering her carriage wheels.

The entrance was triumphant.
In one hand M. Gillenormand held the coat

and in the other the neck ribbon, and cried out,
“Victory! We are about to penetrate the mystery!
We shall know the end of the mystery, unravel
the wanton ways of our rascal! Here we are
right to the core of the romance. I have the por-
trait!”

In fact, a black shagreen box, rather like a
medallion, was fastened to the ribbon.

The old man took this box and looked at it
for some time without opening it, with that air
of desire, delight, and anger, with which a poor,
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hungry devil sees an excellent dinner pass right
under his nose, when it is not for him.

“For it is clearly a portrait. I know all about
these things. They are worn tenderly against the
heart. What fools they are! Some abominable
floozy, probably enough to bring on the shud-
ders! Young people have such bad taste nowa-
days!”

“Let’s see, father,” said the old maid.
The box opened by pressing a spring. They

found nothing in it but a piece of paper carefully
folded.

“More and more predictable,” said M.
Gillenormand, bursting with laughter. “I know
what that is. A love letter!”

“Ah! Then let’s read it!” said the aunt.
And she put on her spectacles. They unfold-

ed the paper and read this:
“For my Son.—The emperor made me a

baron on the battlefield of Waterloo. Since the
Restoration contests this title I have bought with
my blood, my son will take it and bear it. I need
not say that he will be worthy of it.”

The feelings of the father and daughter are
beyond description. They
felt chilled as by the
breath of a death’s head
[skull]. They did not
exchange a word. M.
Gillenormand, however,
said in a low voice, and as
if talking to himself, “It is
the handwriting of that
bandit.”

The aunt examined
the paper, turned it over
every which way, then
put it back in the box.

At that very moment,
a little rectangular pack-
age wrapped in blue
paper fell out of the coat
pocket. Mademoiselle
Gillenormand picked it
up and unwrapped the
blue paper. It was
Marius’s hundred 

[calling] cards. She passed one of them to M.
Gillenormand, who read: Baron Marius
Pontmercy.

The old man rang. Nicolette [the chamber-
maid] came. M. Gillenormand took the ribbon,
the box, and the coat, threw them all on the floor
in the middle of the drawing room, and said:

“Take those things away.”
A full hour passed in complete silence. The

old man and the old maid sat with their backs
turned to one another, and were probably each
individually thinking over the same things. At
the end of that hour, Aunt Gillenormand said,
“Pretty!”

A few minutes later, Marius appeared. He
was just coming home. Even before crossing the

A French salon displays the 
wealth of the bourgeoisie. With

the end of the revolution, the return of social class
distinctions accompanied the restoration of the
monarchy. Why was Monsieur Gillenormand angry
about Marius’s calling cards?

History
Visualizing



586 Chapter 22 The French Revolution

threshold of the drawing room, he saw his
grandfather holding one of his cards in his 
hand; the old man, on seeing him, exclaimed
with his crushing air of sneering bourgeois supe-
riority, “Well! Well! Well! Well! Well! So you are a
baron now. My compliments. What does this
mean?”

Marius blushed slightly, and answered, “It
means I am my father’s son.”

M. Gillenormand stopped laughing, and
said harshly, “Your father; I am your father.”

“My father,” resumed Marius with downcast
eyes and stern manner, “was a humble and 

heroic man, who served the Republic and France
gloriously, who was great in the greatest history
that men have ever made, who lived a quarter of
a century in the camps, under fire by day, and by
night in the snow, in the mud, and the rain, who
captured colors [flags], who was twenty times
wounded, who died forgotten and abandoned,
and who had but one fault; that was to have too
dearly loved two ingrates [ungrateful persons],
his country and me.”

This was more than M. Gillenormand could
bear. At the word, “Republic,” he rose, or rather,
sprang to his feet. Every one of the words

A republican club meets in Paris in 1848. Victor Hugo’s 
concern for the common people underlies much of his 

writing. Social commentary and support for democratic movements mark his
works in the 1850s and 1860s. How does the character of Monsieur Gillenormand 
portray aristocracy?

History
Visualizing
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Marius had just spoken, produced on the old
royalist’s face the effect of a blast from a bellows
on a burning coal. From dark he had turned 
red, from red to purple, and from purple to 
flaming.

“Marius!” he exclaimed, “abominable child!
I don’t know what your father was! I don’t want
to know! I know nothing about him and I don’t
know him! But what I do know is that there was
never anything but miserable wretches among
them! That they were all beggars, assassins,
thieves, rabble in their red bonnets! I say all of
them! I say all of them! I don’t know anybody! I
say all of them! Do you hear, Marius? Look here,
you are as much a baron as my slipper! They
were all bandits, those who served Robespierre!
All brigands who served Bu-o-na-parté! All trai-
tors who betrayed, betrayed, betrayed! Their
legitimate king! All cowards who ran from the
Prussians and English at Waterloo! That’s what I
know. If your father is among them I don’t know
him, I’m sorry, so much the worse. Your humble
servant, sir!”

In turn, it was Marius who now became the
coal, and M. Gillenormand the bellows. Marius
shuddered in every limb, he had no idea what to
do, his head was burning. He was the priest who
sees all his wafers thrown to the winds, the fakir
[member of a Muslim religious order] seeing a
passerby spit on his idol. He could not allow
such things to be said before him. But what
could he do? His father had just been trodden
underfoot and stamped on in his presence, but
by whom? By his grandfather. How could he
avenge the one without outraging the other? It

was impossible for him to insult his grandfather,
and it was equally impossible for him not to
avenge his father. On one hand a sacred tomb,
on the other a white head. For a few moments he
felt dizzy and staggering with all this whirlwind
in his head; then he raised his eyes, looked
straight at his grandfather, and cried in a thun-
dering voice: “Down with the Bourbons, and
that great hog Louis XVIII!”

Louis XVIII had been dead for four years;
but that made no difference to him.

Scarlet as he was, the old man suddenly
turned whiter than his hair. He turned toward a
bust of the Duc de Berry that stood on the man-
tel and bowed to it profoundly with a sort of
peculiar majesty. Then he walked twice, slowly
and in silence, from the fireplace to the window
and from the window to the fireplace, covering
the whole length of the room and making the
parquet creak as if an image of stone were walk-
ing over it. The second time, he bent toward his
daughter, who was enduring the shock with the
stupor of an aged sheep, and said to her with a
smile that was almost calm, “A baron like
Monsieur and a bourgeois like myself cannot
remain under the same roof.”

And all at once straightening up, pallid,
trembling, terrible, his forehead swelling with
the fearful radiance of anger, he stretched his
arm towards Marius and cried out, “Be off!”

Marius left the house.
The next day, M. Gillenormand said to his

daughter, “You will send sixty pistoles [old gold
coins] every six months to that blood drinker,
and never speak of him to me again.”

1. What political conflict of the period does the
heated clash between Marius and his grandfa-
ther represent?

2. What sort of person is Monsieur
Gillenormand?

3. If Marius’s father had not been a hero at the
Battle of Waterloo, do you think Marius still

would have become a revolutionary? Explain
your answer.

4. Supporting an Opinion Was the era 
of the French Revolution and Napoleon 
“the greatest history that men have ever
made,” as Marius claims? Support your
answer with evidence.

RESPONDING TO LITERATURE



Using Your History Journal
Napoleon’s army lost 400,000 soldiers

in the retreat from Russia. Many more
died in other battles. Were the reforms of
the French Revolution worth its cost?
Answer this question from the viewpoint
of the character you chose at the begin-
ning of the chapter in an opinion article
for a French newspaper to be published
upon the death of Napoleon in 1821.

Reviewing Facts
1. History Use a chart like the one below to 

identify the causes and effects of the French
Revolution.

2. History Explain why Louis XVI was executed.
3. Government List three accomplishments of the

French National Assembly.
4. Citizenship Describe the role of women, 

peasants, and urban workers in the French
Revolution.

5. History Describe the Concert of Europe.

Critical Thinking
1. Apply Why was the creation of a French repub-

lic a significant turning point in history?
2. Apply What Enlightenment ideas affected the

French Revolution?
3. Synthesize What circumstances, if any, 

justify a violent revolution? What other means
could be used to change an unfair or tyrannical
system of government?

4. Evaluate In your opinion, did Napoleon’s thirst
for power help or hurt France? Europe?

Using Key Terms
Write the key term that completes each sentence.
Then write a sentence for each term not chosen.

a. bourgeoisie h. liberalism
b. buffer states i. nationalism
c. conscription j. plebiscite
d. coup d’état k. reactionaries
e. émigrés l. tithe
f. estate m. unicameral legislature
g. dictatorship

1. Napoleon Bonaparte’s move to become 
Consul for life was supported by a ______ , or
popular vote.

2. Intense feelings of ______ caused people to 
fight for self-rule and a return to their traditional
customs.

3. French revolutionaries resorted to ______ , or
drafting civilians, in their fight against European
powers.

4. ______ wanted to return absolute monarchs to
Europe after the collapse of Napoleon’s empire
in 1814.

5. Before the revolution the Catholic Church in
France was supported by a ______ , or a 10 
percent tax on income.
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Causes Effects

Developing a Multimedia
Presentation Use a
computerized card catalog or
the Internet to find information about the French
Revolution and the American Revolution. Using
images from the Internet, create a short multime-
dia presentation comparing the two revolutions.
Include a plan describing the type of multimedia
presentation you would like to develop and the
steps you will take to ensure its success.

Technology Activity

Self-Check Quiz

Visit the World History: The Human Experience Web 
site at worldhistory.glencoe.com and click on 
Chapter 22—Self-Check Quiz to prepare for the 
Chapter Test.

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/worldhistory/wh2001/quiz.shtml?BOOK=004&CHAPTER=22&TITLE=The+French+Revolution
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June 1791–the National Assembly 
calls out 100,000 volunteers

           Spring 1792–addition
of 75,000 by volunteers

    and lottery system

       Spring 1793–National
Convention conscripts

      300,000 soldiers

           August 1793–
National 

Convention 
decrees all 

Frenchmen in 
permanent 
requisition; 

adds 225,000

Understanding Themes
1. Revolution What similarities and differences

do you see between the American and the
French Revolutions?

2. Change What specific rights did the
Declaration of Rights apply to French citizens?
How did the Declaration and other revolution-
ary events affect the position of French women? 

3. Conflict How did violence and fear among the
French people contribute to Napoleon’s seizure
of power?

4. Movement How did the desire to expand his
European empire help to bring about the 
downfall of Napoleon?

5. Reaction How did the Congress of Vienna

Geography in History
1. Location Refer to the map below. What is the

global address of Paris?
2. Place What role did agriculture play in starting

the French Revolution?
3. Movement Why did Napoleon want to 

prevent British ships from trading at various
European ports?

show itself to be a strong reaction to revolution-
ary ideals?

1. Napoleon tried to use military force to unite
Europe under his rule. What attempts have
been made in this century to forcibly bring
Europe or large areas of Europe under one
form of government?

2. Unity remains a goal of many Europeans.
What recent efforts are peacefully uniting
the countries of Europe?

Skill Practice
The diagram below shows the growth of the French

army in the early years of the French Revolution. The
graph is divided into sizes relative to the additions
made to the army between 1791 and 1793. Study the
diagram and answer the following questions.

1. How large was the French army in the summer
of 1792?

2. How many troops were added to France’s army
in 1793?

3. What was the total number of French troops
called into service during this period?

4. If this information were on a bar graph, the hor-
izontal axis (line) would list the dates. The verti-
cal axis would have labels in units of 100,000
each. What would each bar represent?
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Unit 5

Chapter 20

William Harvey

In the 1600s William Harvey, the English
anatomist, discovered that blood circulates through the
human body, pumped by the heart and returning
through the veins. This discovery, which disproved
ancient medical theories, was at first ridiculed but
later accepted by the scientific world. O.L. Dick, a
friend of Harvey, wrote this personal account of the
great doctor.

I have heard him say, that after his Booke
of the Circulation of the Blood came out, that
he fell mightily in his Practize, and that ‘twas
beleeved by the vulgar that he was crack-
brained; and all the Physitians were against
his Opinion, and envyed him; many wrote
against him. With much ado at last, in about
20 or 30 yeares time, it was received in all the
Universities in the world; and Mr. Hobbes
says in his book De Corpore, he is the only
man, perhaps, that ever lived to see his owne
Doctrine established in his life-time. . . .

Between 1600 and the early

1800s, Western civilization was

transformed by scientific discov-

eries and new political ideas. In

the 1600s, members of the

English Parliament took radical

measures to restrict the power of

the monarchy, while in the 1800s

the growing desire for democracy

led to political revolution in

America and in France.

VOCABULARY PREVIEW
the vulgar: the uneducated

vindicating: justifying or defending

scaffold: a platform on which execution
takes place

✦

For more primary sources to 
accompany this unit, use the 
World History Primary Source 
Document Library CD-ROM.

✦

✦

Illustration from Harvey’s book
Circulation of the Blood
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Chapter 21

The English Bill of Rights

In 1688, Parliament deposed the autocratic king
James II and replaced him with William and Mary. 
In the following year, Parliament passed the Bill of
Rights, which guaranteed certain individual rights.

And thereupon the said lords spiritual and
temporal, and commons, pursuant to their
respective letters and elections, being now
assembled in a full and free representative of
this nation, taking into their most serious
consideration the best means for attaining
the aforesaid; do in the first place (as their
ancestors in like case have usually done) for
the vindicating and asserting their ancient
rights and liberties, declare:

1. That the pretended power of suspend-
ing of laws, or the execution of laws, by regal
authority, without consent of parliament, is
illegal.

2. That the pretended power of dispensing
with laws, or the execution of laws, by regal
authority, as it hath been assumed and exer-
cised of late, is illegal. . . .

5. That it is the right of the subjects to peti-
tion the King, and all committments and
prosecutions for such petitioning are illegal.

6. That the raising or keeping a standing
army within the kingdom in time of peace,
unless it be with consent of parliament, is
against the law. . . .

8. That election of members of parliament
ought to be free.

9. That the freedom of speech, 
and debates or proceed-
ings in parliament, ought
not to be impeached or
questioned in any court
or place out of parliament.

10. That excessive bail
ought not to be required,
nor excessive fines
imposed; nor cruel and
unusual punishments
inflicted. . . .

11.. What was the initial reaction to Dr. Harvey’s discovery?
22.. What are some freedoms granted by the English Bill of Rights?
33.. How did King Louis XVI of France behave in his last moments?
44.. CRITICAL THINKING: How would you explain the “awful silence” 

after the king’s execution?

Applications Activity
Create a political cartoon that represents your feelings about the 
description of the beheading of King Louis XVI. 

Interpreting Primary Sources

Chapter 22

The Execution of Louis XVI

During the French Revolution, King Louis XVI
was executed on charges of conspiring with foreign
powers. This eyewitness account was written by
Henry Essex Edgeworth de Firmont, a priest in the
royal household.

I saw [the king] cross with a firm foot the
breadth of the whole scaffold; silence, by his
look alone, fifteen or twenty drums . . . ; and
in a voice so loud, . . . I heard him pronounce
distinctly these memorable words: “I die in-
nocent of all the crimes laid to my charge; 
I pardon those who have occasioned my
death; and I pray to God that the blood you
are going to shed may
never be visited on
France.”

Many voices were 
at the same time heard
encouraging the exe-
cutioners. They
seemed reanimated
themselves, in seizing
with violence the most virtu-
ous of Kings, they dragged
him under the axe of the guillotine, which
with one stroke severed his head from his
body. . . . At first an awful silence prevailed;
at length some cries of “Vive la République!”
[Long Live the Republic] were heard. . . .
this cry . . . became the universal shout of
the multitude. . . .

Execution of
Louis XVI
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1. The work of Copernicus and Galileo
questioned which of the following
beliefs inherited from the Middle Ages?

A The superiority of European
civilization

B The earth as the center of the universe
C The evolution of humankind
D The role of religion in society

2. The 1700s in Europe was an Age of
Enlightenment. In what way were the
ideas of the Enlightenment similar to 
the ideas of the Renaissance?

F Both periods stressed the worth of the
individual.

G Both periods increased the opportu-
nities and liberties of women.

H Church leaders were influential
thinkers during both periods.

J Ideas were promoted by enlightened
despots during both periods.

Use the graph below to answer question 3.

3. In 1750, the difference between imports
and exports was

A more than 400 pounds sterling.
B more than 4000 pounds sterling.
C more than 40,000 pounds sterling.
D more than 400,000 pounds sterling.

Directions: Choose the best answer to each of the following
multiple choice questions. If you have trouble answering a
question, use the process of elimination to narrow your choices.
Write your answers on a separate piece of paper.

Test-Taking Tip: This question requires
you to remember a fact about these two
scientists. However, there are also clues in the
question that can help you to eliminate wrong
answers. For example, the question specifies
that the belief was inherited from the Middle
Ages. Since evolution was not a belief held
during that time, answer C must be incorrect.

Test-Taking Tip: This question asks 
for a comparison between two time periods.
Make sure that your answer choice is true for
both eras. Since answer J is true only for the
Enlightenment, but not for the Renaissance, 
it can be eliminated.

Test-Taking Tip: Make sure that you
look carefully at the labels on both axes of a
bar graph. The horizontal axis (bottom) shows
different dates, while the vertical axis (side)
shows numbers in thousands of pounds
sterling. At first glance, the difference between
imports and exports would seem to be about
400 pounds sterling (answer A), but since this
number represents thousands of pounds
sterling, it must be multiplied by 1000.
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4. The English Bill of Rights and the American
Bill of Rights grant citizens certain rights
and set specific limits on the powers of
government. Which of the following pro-
visions is contained in the English, but
NOT the American, Bill of Rights?

F Citizens have freedom of speech.
G People accused of crimes have the right

to a jury trial.
H The government is not allowed to impose

cruel or unusual punishments.
J The king is not allowed to suspend laws.

5. The purpose of the Declaration of
Independence was to

A outline colonists’ reasons for separating
from Great Britain.

B establish the first royal government in
North America.

C set forth the rights and duties of the
President.

D grant religious freedom to all citizens.

Use the map below to answer question 6.

6. According to the map above, which of the
following is true?

F The battle at Moscow was unsuccessful
for Napoleon.

G Napoleon controlled most of the nations
west of the Prime Meridian.

H Napoleon did not conquer Great Britain.
J The Ottoman Empire included Sardinia.

FRENCHFRENCH
EMPIREEMPIRE

RUSSIAUSSIA

SWEDENSWEDEN
KINGDOMKINGDOM

OFOF
DENMARKDENMARK

AND NORAND NORWAY

SPSPAINAIN

ITITALALY

CORSICACORSICA

SARDINIASARDINIA

SICILSICILY

ELBAELBA

SWITZERLANDSWITZERLAND

NAPLESNAPLES

GRAND DUCHYGRAND DUCHY
OFOF

WARSAARSAW

WESTPHALIAWESTPHALIA

PRPRUSSIAUSSIA

CONFEDERACONFEDERATIONTION
OFOF

THE RHINETHE RHINE

UNITED KINGDOMUNITED KINGDOM
OF GREAOF GREAT BRITT BRITAINAIN

AND IRELANDAND IRELAND

Pararisis AusterlitzAusterlitz
Waterlooaterloo

P
O

R
TU

G
A

L

AUSTRIANUSTRIAN
EMPIREEMPIRE

OTTTTOMANOMAN
EMPIREEMPIRE

North Sea

ATLANTIC

OCEAN

Mediterranean Sea

FRENCH
EMPIRE

RUSSIA

SWEDEN
KINGDOM

OF
DENMARK

AND NORWAY

SPAIN

ITALY

CORSICA

SARDINIA

SICILY

ELBA

SWITZERLAND

NAPLES

GRAND DUCHY
OF

WARSAW

WESTPHALIA

PRUSSIA

CONFEDERATION
OF

THE RHINE

UNITED KINGDOM
OF GREAT BRITAIN

AND IRELAND

Rome

Paris Austerlitz
Waterloo

Trafalgar

P
O

R
TU

G
A

L

AUSTRIAN
EMPIRE

OTTOMAN
EMPIRE

0° 15°E 30°E15°W
55°N

45°N

35°N

 French Empire

Allied with Napoleon

Subject to Napoleon

Independent

Battle site

Napoleonic Europe

Lambert Conic Conformal Projection

0 200

200

400 mi. 

0 400 km 

Test-Taking Tip: This question requires
a comparison, but unlike question 2, it is
looking for a difference, not a similarity. Since
free speech is a provision in the American Bill
of Rights, it cannot be the correct answer. Look
for the answer that relates only to England.

Test-Taking Tip: Think about the mean-
ing of the words Declaration of Independence.
Eliminate answer choices that don’t match
the meaning of these words. Since answer 
C does not directly relate to declaring inde-
pendence, it should be eliminated.

Test-Taking Tip: Look at the map key to
understand how the map is organized. Can you
see which countries are allied with Napoleon?
Which countries are independent? Make sure
that your answer choice is supported by infor-
mation on the map. Do not rely only on your
memory for this type of question.
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